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UD-SLINGING THE PIX BIZ 
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+ 





Crystal-Gazing ASCAP Revenue 





How much in money the new network-ASCAP deal will mean is 
still conjectural, due to the different ratios under which major and 


indie stations sign. 
to ASCAP; the NBC bunch figures 
all of radio. 


CBS figures that all networks will yield $2,500,000 


it will be nearer $3,500,000 from 


Peak year (1940) saw ASCAP earning $4,500,000 from broadcasting, 


and its aspirations to a possible $8, 
tated the schism. 


-$9,000,000 annual income precipi- 








Heavy Bway Legit 


and Cafe Show 


Schedule Creates Chorine Shortage 


+ 


Chorines and showsgirls, especially 
those just arriving in town from 
summer spots, are having them- 
selves a field day on Broadway. 
With the best musical season in 
years in sight, the cuties are not only 
picking their spots, but the late- 
comers, sensing a shortage, are also 
demanding (and getting) over 
Chorus Equity’s $40 minimum. 

Situation that the pro- 
ducers are fighting with one an- 
other for girls, as well as raiding 
each others s.a. complement. Show-| 
men also are putting themselves in 
something of a spot by paying those 
girls who have just arrived in town 
$50 and $60 weekly, which will prob-| 


such 


is 





ably result in dissension when the 
chorines who had signed earlier for| 


the Chorus Equity minimum get hep 
that others are drawing bigger pay 
checks. 

Adding to the heavy competition 
for the lookers are several niteries 
and at least one hotel cafe also go- 

(Continued on page 47) 


Louella Vs. Hedda 
Puts American Legion 
Conv. in the Middle : 


Mi benanieen. Sept. 9. 

Long time feuding between Louel- 
Ya Parsons and Hedda Hopper, news- 
Paper and radio purveyors of Holly- 
wood gossip, now responsible for 
&n unusual situation which has the 
perplexed American Legion in the | 
middle. Everyone concerned seems | 
innocent of any present ulterior mo- 
tives, yet the plot built by circum- 
Stances is causing a lct of head- 
aches, 

Months the Legionaires 


(Continued on page 28) 








1S 


ago be- 


Bumps—In Spades 





Burley’s .invasion of the class 
hitery field, begun last season when 
Fefe’s Monte Carlo, N. Y., played 
Strippers, will advance _ several| 





bumps when Carrie Finnell, buxom| Capone mob. Restless after a dozen 


burlesque comedienne with the edu- 
cated torso, heads the new show at 
the Ruban Bleu when the East Side! 
N. Y. boite reopens Sept. 17. 
Miss Finnell’s muscular 


gyrations 


have been a “Sal one draw for years. 


and 





Crosby Tops Caruso 


Sale of 1,2000,000 Bing Crosby 
records at 35c each by Decca in 
1940 topped the previous record 
sales high held by Enrico 
Caruso, The Italian tenor’s re- 
cordings, selling from $2 to $7 
each, netted him just under 
$100,000 annually. 

Crosby received in excess of 
$125,000 as a royalty check from 
Decca last year. 








BACKS BURLEY 


| into the open as 


AS THE PROFS 
‘DELIGHT 


Minneapolis, Sept. 9. 
The blitzkrieg of burlesque’s old- 
standby comedy scenes, business 
patter in the film houses is no 
theatrical phenomenon and not even 
a surprise to Harry Hirsch, 





est 


veteran 


local burleycue impresario, who has 
been watching audiences laugh at 
this hokum for 18 years here. The 
more intelligent they are, as a rule, 
the harder they fall for low com- 
edy and slapstick, according to his 
observations And he says he al-| 
ways felt that this sort of almost- 


(Continued on page 46) 


‘LET’S KILL A CRITIC 
MAPPED AS N.Y. PLAY 


‘Let’s Kill a Critic,’ new play for 
the 1941-42 season, has been authored 
by a Chicago newspaperman who 
writes under the name of North 
Clark, a Loop-bisecting street. Bank- 
roll already has been assured, coin 
to come from a Clevelander. 

Central character is supposed to 
have been the brains behind the 











| of $100,000 in 





NYE"S FIELD DAY 
ON THE POTOMAC 


Anti-Semitism Brought Out 
Into Open as Major Issue 
of Probe Into Alleged Hol- 
lywood ‘Warmongering’— 
McFarland Confuses, Be- 
wilders and Bothers His 
Senatorial Confreres, Nye 


and Clark 


WILLKIE’S TURN LATER 


Washington, Sept. 9. 
Although Sen. Ernest McFarland 
(Ariz), of the Senatorial sub-com- 


mittee probing the picture industry’s 


alleged ‘warmongering,’ tied up Sen- 
ator Gerald P. Nye (N. D.) on 
whether or not he (Nye) knew, for 


a fact, that certain films were propa- 
gandaistic, the first day’s session of 
the quiz wound up, as expected—a 
field day for mud-slinging. Today 
(Tuesday) was a hectic set-to, more 
like a gladiatorial meeting in the 
arena of the Senate’s caucus room, 
with adherents for both sides cheer- 
ing and hissing. 

Anti-Semitism was brought 
a major issue. 
any prejudice though 
‘If anti-Semitism exists 
America, the Jews have themselves 
to blame.’ This punctuated a pro- 
ceeding in a Senatorial sub-commit- 
tee room which, ostensibly, was look- 


out 


denied he 


cracked: 


ing into ‘warmongering’ charges. 
Nye admitted he had only seen! 


(Continued on page 4) 


WILLKIE'S 1006 
FROM HWOOD 


Willkie will a fee 
defending the film in- 
charges of ‘warmon- 
gering’ anda before a Senate 
sub-committee, it is reported. Be- 
lieved that the hearings will require 
no more than three or four weeks. 
The Republican presidential can- 
didate turned down offers of larger 
fees from the radio industry, but that 


Wendell L get 
against 
propag 


dustry 


was probably for political reasons 
because of anti-Administration an- 
gles. 


His acceptance of the offer to de- 
fend films before the isolationists, 
(Continued on page 4) 





Cantor’s Cavalcade 


Eddie Cantor will do a Cantorian 
cavalcade of his past Ziegfeld song 
hits as an afterpiece in ‘Banjo Eyes,’ 


years of inactivity, he ‘picks on’ the ; his self-starring stage musical for 


Broadway critics. Date is 
1942, on the eve 
iCritics Circle annual 
the reviewers are trying 


the of the season. 


when 
select 


session, 
to 


best play 


and during the N. Y. | 


April, | Broadway this fall. 


Cantor, incidentally, is putting up 


| his own money as part of the pro- 


iner 


duction investment, 


Bros. (Al Lewis) 





% 
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Isolationistic Minn. 
Strong for Anti-Nazi Pix of Late 


Surprisingly 





H’wood Mourns 


Hollywood, Sept. 9. 

All studios came to a standstill 
yesterday (Tuesday) as Holly- 
wood paid a silent tribute to the 
memory of President Roosevelt’s 
mother. 

All activity ceased. as the fu- 
neral services in Hyde Park 
started. 


SOFT LIGHTS NO 
SWEET MUSIC 
TO EXHIBS 


Detroit, Sept. 9 
Theatres on the East Side here 














Nye 


in | 


were wondering what had happened 


to their young-couple trade 
Police were wondering what was 
happening to the Public Lighting 


Commission’s switch-boxes. 
Finally both matters came to 
head in the same guy, Robert Hem- 
street, who subsequently explained 
in court that he was trying to found 
a new busine: He had two assist- 
ants 
|the police collared him. 
Hemstreet had set up his enter- 
| prises in Chandler and other large 
East Side parks here. All! he and his 
tants did was approach the af- 


a sistar 
fectionate couples parked in cars or 


2 


on the benches and offer, for two- 
bits, to douse the park lights in their 
vicinity. His business had been 
flourishing for two weeks when the 
harassed police finally caught up to 
hit 





‘SGT.’ KANIN BOSSES 
HIS ARMY SUPERIORS 


Fort enmneiie:' N. J., Sept. 
Army’s Training Film Bae, le 


this week to acting sergeant, 

partially solved a problem that has 

bothered it since the inception of the 
(Continued on page 28) 





Tobacco Heiress Takes 
Prodigy, 11, Under Wing 


Chicago, Sept. 9. 
Lorin Maazel, ilyear-old prodigy. 
who conducted the concert orchestra 





along with War- | 


in Grant Park Saturday night (6) in 
| Beethoven’s ‘Egmont’ overture and 
| drew raves from the critics, is un- 
| derstood to have been taken under | 
the wing of Mrs. Doris Duke Crom- 
well. 
Reported 


ll be the 


that the tobacco heiress 
youngster’s patrones 


im, 


y% 
bad 


and was going great guns when | 


Unit, by promotion of Garson Kanin | 
has | 





Minneapolis, Sept. 9. 

A big surprise in local trade circles 
is the boxoffice potency which anti- 
Nazi films have been developing in 
this highly isolationist territory. 
‘Manhunt’ (20th), ‘Great Dictator’ 
(Chaplin-UA) and ‘So Ends Our 
Night’ (UA), for example, have been 
packing ’em in not only in the first- 
runs, but also in the subsequent nabe 
houses here and in out-of-town situ- 
ations. And this week, at the loop 
Gopher here, ‘Underground’ (WB) is 
deing sensational business. 

The first crop of these anti-Nazi 
pictures didn’t fare so well in this 
particular territory, and an impres- 
sion was created among local show- 
men that the public was fighting shy 
of them. Now, according to leading 
exhibitors, the realization has 
dawned that the principal reason the 
fans fought shy of these films wasn’t 
because they were anti-Nazi, but be- 


cause they weren’t good pictures for 
the most part. However, it’s also 
felt that anti-Hitlerism also is in- 


creasing among the public and that 
(Continued on page 4) 


Shaw, Rather Than 
Shelve Negro Teoter, 
Cancels 32 So. Dates 








Artie Shaw’s 


handlers have can- 
icelled out approximately 32 on 

| night dates that had been set for his 
new band through the south and 
| southy est. That territory has never 
had the opportunity to see Shaw and 
it w figured that he’d clean up. 
Dates were knocked out, however, 
when Shaw refused to temporarily 
sidetrack ‘Hot Lips’ Paige, Negro 
trumpeter who plays with the band. 
G ral Amusement Corp., Shaw’s 

D wen ‘ explains that pro- 
imot ) 1ad Shaw booked in that 
| te rritory were willing to ree the 
tfit with Paige in the trumpet sec- 
tion, but that GAC itself cancelled 
the dates because it wished to avoid 
any possible complications. Original 
pian to*play the hops without 
| Paige and have him meet the band 


on its way back north. 





J. DORSEY’S 756 AT 
PAR, TOP BAND COIN 


Hollywood, Sept. 9. 
Tov picture coin for a band will go 
| to Jimmy Dorsey, who draws ap- 
proximately $75,000 for five weeks’ 
work at Paramount. Dorsey.is re- 
ported drawing $10,000 weekly for 
| himself, with the rest of the dough 
| spreading among his two _ singers, 
| Bob Eberly and Helen O’Connell, 
| 
| 





and the members of the band. 


Picture is ‘The Fleet’s In’ (musical 


| version of ‘Sailor Beware’), with 
Dorothy Lamour, scheduled to start 
} rollins Monday (15). 
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Wilder, dos Passos Clipper to London: 
Headline Plane Travel Up Sky High 


By GEORGE FROST 

With authors flying out (7) and) 
actors in (4), Pan American Airways’ | 
Clipper ships provided the week's | 
focal point of headline activity at) 
New York’s LaGuardia Field. The 
Lisbon-London bound writers were 
Thornton Wilder and John dos! 
Passos, off on Sunday’s American | 
Clipper, while the Yankeeland | 
Clipper trippers were headed by| 
Bebe Daniels and her husband Ben | 
Lyon. (Further details on Daniels- | 
Lyon on page 3). 

Aboard the Clipperoo 
posited the Lyons was 
Carroll, wife of Wallace C. Carroll, | 
manager of United Press’ London 
bureau who was recently sent to the 
Moscow office to expedite shooting 
Soviet sentences here; Sir Phillip! 
Gibbs, English novelist here for a | 
four-month lecture tour; and Jessie 
Matthews, the English star, here for 
Georgie Hale’s ‘Listen, Lady,’ Broad- 
way musical, 

The week-end eastbound American 
‘lipper among other aerial-marine 
occupations was toting Wilder and 
dog Passos off to attend the annual 
Congress of P. E. N., the interna- 
tional literary organization, skedded 
to begin in London today (10) and 
end Saturday (13). After the con- 

(Continued on page 34) 


that de- 
Margaret 





ANDREWS SISTERS 
N.Y. PAR ENCORES 





The Andrews Sisters who have 
played the house five times so far, 
the last time two months ago, have 
been signed by the Paramount, N. Y., 
for two different engagements which, 
with options, may total eight weeks 
or longer. 

They are contracted for two weeks 
for Nov. 5 with ‘Birth of the Blues’ 
(Par) and for Dec. 24, again for 
two weeks minimum with options 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) opens 
Christmas week. 

Sisters receive a reported $3,500 a 
week on both engagements. 





Olsen-Johnson Buy Into 
Coast Amusement Center 





Los Angeles, Sept. 9. 

Olsen and Johnson are parlaying 
their coin as partners in a new 
amusement enterprise on the site of 
Westwood Gardens, currently run 
as an ice skating rink. New layout, 
to be ready before Jan. 1, calls for} 
a ballroom, bowling alleys, drive- 
in restaurant and courts for tennis 
and badminton, 

Partnership was formed with 
William Downs, managing operator 
of the new outfit. 


Carroll Thinks Par’s Pic 
Hurt Him 300G Worth’ 


Earl Carroll filed suit Monday (8) | 
fn N. Y. federal court against Para- 
mount, claiming the film company 
failed to live up to an agreement 
whereby he was to be in complete 
charge of a film based on his re- 
vues, and produeed a poor grade 
picture using his name as producer, | 
thereby injuring his reputation. The | 
producer wants $300,000 damages. 

Carroll signed with Paramount 
Aug. 17, 1940, allowing the com- 
pany to use his name in connection 
with the picture for which he was | 
to receive $150,000 and 33% of the | 
met. The producer was to have the 
right to approve story, cast, direc- 
tor, etc. He claims Paramount pro- 
duced ‘A Night at Earl Carroll’s,’ 
which was a flop, gave him none of 
the rights he was suppOsed to have, 
and released the film over his pro- 
tests. 


Mix Widow Aids Army 


Randolph Field, Tex., Sept. 9. 

Mrs. Tom Mix, widow of the mo- 
tion-picture star, has taken upon 
herself the task of providing enter- 
tainment programs for the men here 
at the West Point of the Air. 

During the past several weeks she 
has taken several local San Antonio 











Belle Baker Seeks 


EVIDENCE ENOUGH 


Film Scout Sure Margaret 
Mitchell's Writing Another 


One 


Presence in New York over the 
weekend of Margaret Mitchell was 
a signal for every agent in the busi- 
| ness to get on—or attempt to get on 
|_her ear. Author of ‘Gone With the 





Divorce in Reno Wind’ has no agent, dealing directly 


San Francisco, Sept. 9. 

Belle Baker, currently doing socko 
biz at the Bal Tabarin, is subject of 
a Lake Tahoe booking now being 
negotiated. 

If deal goes through, Miss Baker 
will be able to kill two birds with 
one stone, being slated for a Reno 
term anyway in connection with her 
pending divorce action against Elias 
E. Sugarman, show biz newspaper- 
man. 


C. B. COCHRAN PLANS 
A VISIT TO AMERICA 


Charles B. Cochran, London show- 
man who has been readying his 
‘Victory Revue’ for some time in an- 
ticipation of the war’s end, plans 
coming to this side to secure sev- 
eral American acts but the date of 
his visit is not definite. He has the 
British rights to ‘Lottie Dundas’ re- 
cently tried out at Santa Barbara 
by David O. Selznick, to whom he 





‘assigned the American rights with 
ithe privilege of participating. Coch- 
iran would present ‘Lottie’ in Lon- 


don with Ida Lupino. 

Giesela Wierbezirk, an_ elderly 
Czechoslovak refugee, was cast for 
‘Lottie’ on the Coast but was taken 
ill during rehearsals. She was re- 
quired to join Equity and borrowed 


| approximately $110 for initiation fee 


and dues. Old actress applied for a 
refund and promptly got it. 





Sparks, Lynch Both Bldg. 


Summer Homes in N. C. 


Both E. J. Sparks and S. A. Lynch, 
veteran Florida operators, are in 
Asheviile, N. C., where they are 
building summer homes. Sparks, 


| whose circuit headquarters are in 


Jacksonville, has been living at 


|Miami Beach during the past year, 


while Lynch has been living perma- 
nently on one of the Venetian islands 
at Miami, which he owns. His son, 
S. A. Lynch, Jr., is now handling 
most of his real estate matters. 
Lynch operates Par’s theatres in 


| with her publishers, Macmillan & 
| Co., hence the effort to ink her. 


It wasn’t only the agents, however, 


who were after her, but the film 
companies. What none of them 
knows and what Macmillan isn’t 


telling is whether or not she is au- 
thoring another tome. AJ] Macmil- 
lan will say is that there will be no 
Mitchell book published this year. 

At least one story editor claims to 
be certain, though, that Mrs. Mitchell 
is writing another book. Evidencing 
how far film companies go in their 
search for material, he has had his 
private Gestapo at work. Asked 
| how he knows she is doing another 
| book, he replied: 

‘She sits up in her bedroom with 
ithe light on, writing, until 4 a.m. 
many mornings.’ 


Studio P.A.’s Pledge 
More Accuracy, Less 
Exclusive Planting 








Hollywood, Sept. 9. 

Studio Publicity Directors Com- 
mittee bowed to the ruling made by 
New York publicity heads last July, 
prohibiting previews for local news- 
papers in advance of release dates. 
Later the studio flacks moved into a 
meeting with editors of the Los 
Angeles Times and bowed to that 
newspaper’s complaints about news 
planting. 

Result of the Times conference 
; was that the press agents promised 
to avoid exclusive planting on all 
stories of vital importance concern- 
|ing production. Tales of no particu- 
|lar importance may be planted 
| wherever the flacks finds an opening. 
|Another agreement was that spot 
|news about romantic and personal 
affairs of film personages would be 
| more accurate. 

Complaints by the studios against 
| Jimmie Fiddler’s columnar activities 





| were stopped early in the conversa- | 


tional stage. Times will continue to 

express its unrestrained 
| through Hedda Hopper, Fidler, Ed- 
|}win Schallert and the weekly news 
letter from New York. 





views | 
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THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 


na 
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Hollywood, Sept. 9. 


Twentieth Century-Fox is so pleased with the business ‘Sun Valley 


| Serenade’ is doing, it's going to star me in a sequel! called ‘Palm Springs 


Lament.’ 

Having a load of experiences playing a character called ‘Seabiscuit,’ 
in my new picture, ‘Rise and Shine.’ When I walked into the commissary, 
two extra girls got up a pool and put $12 on my nose! (From the picture, 
‘Mother ‘Nose’ Best!’) 

Just received a letter from Seabiscuit telling me that since I was play- 
ing kim in a picture, he bought a joke book and accepted 10 weeks of 
vaudeville. 

Jack Oakie is working under a great handicap in ‘Rise and Shine.” He 
got a stiff neck and can only do a one-eighth take! 

Mark Hellinger, the producer of the picture, keeps padding and padding 
my dialog—with commas! 

Broadway Department 

Jay C. Flippen wires that Sally Rand bumped into Gypsy Rose Lee on 
Forty-second Street and shouted: ‘My Gosh your dress is showing!’ 

It’s great experience working in the Barter Theatre on the strawhat 
circuit. You learn how to milk a cow and a gag at the same time. 

Georgie Jessel’s wife is mad at him. He took away her crib and is 
having it repainted for the arrival of his baby. 

Lindy’s decided to glamorize his herrings....they are now being served 
in sweaters! 

Holly woodiana 

A new musical opened in Hollywood this week and is doing such a 
terrific business the management can’t print enough passes. 

Saw a certain picture with Jack Oakie and Jackie Gleason in it. 
all ‘belly’ and no laughs. 

Watched Maxie Rosenbloom walk up and down Vine street wearing 
a yachting cap—found out he just bought a brand new surf-board. 

John Payne drove me home from the studio last night after work. What 
. a ride it was. When we reached my house, he handed me a stunt 
check. 

Phil Silvers knows a conceited actor in the army who is so sartorially 
perfect, he always puts a fatigue uniform on when he’s tired. : 

Musie Department 

Do you think BMI songs---I don’t! 

Bob Crosby is very loyal to his recording company. 
lunch he has a three-Decca sandwich. 

Richard Himber is now writing background music for forward people, 

Radio Department 

Dennis Day finally got that raise from Jack Benny. Benny boughi him 
a pair of shoes with built-up heels. 

Bob Hope is getting his writers ready for the fall season on the air— 
he locked them in a dungeon for a week. 

Skinnay Ennis is feeling very happy these days. 
—and the hand actually moved! 

Hangnail Descriptions: 

Broadway Rose: Lox Lomond....John Barrymore: Vallee Palee 
Crosby: Hep with a Rep....My Mom: Mother of Berle.... 

Observation Department: 

Instead of theatres giving away $1,000 on Bank nights in Hollywood, 
they’re giving away silk stockings. 

Hedy Lamarr caused a panic at the Ice Follies when she made an en- 
trance. The ice melted and three skaters nearly drowned. 

Raoul Walsh, the director, was just made an honorary Indian Chief. 
What I'd like to know is when are they going to make an Indian an 
honorary white man. 

Eavesdropped at Band-Box: 
match.’ 

Eavesdropped at Slapsy Maxie’s: 
failure.’ 

My brother (the one who wakes up screaming) has a new job. He 
assigns ambulances for lawyers to chase. 

Whatever Became of 
Ferry the Frog Man 
Ditmus, Junkus & Oke 


It was 


Everyday for 


He stepped on a scale 


..Bob 


“He has unbalanced books with a mind to 


He’s got the makings of a great 


222? 
Talent & Merit 

Pv-m, Fitz & The Murphy Bros. 
( i & Her Seals 


the Miami sector, while Sparks who | 


recently sold out his 40% 


the circuit he headed bg ape nl | EDDIE DOWLING BACK 
all the rest of Florida, remains with | , »| 
IN RADIO ON ‘PEOPLE 


Par in an advisory capacity. | 


Get-lt-for- You-Cheaper 


Donald Flamm, recent owner of | 


Eddie Dowling becomes the nar- 
rator on the ‘We the People’ pro- 
station WMCA, New York, is going | 8ram Tuesday (16). His last regu- 
into the get - it - for - you - wholesale | lar network chore was in 1936, when 
business. | he did a series with Ray Doofey and 

The 40%-off-list-price business is|Benny Goodman on the NBC-Red 
a big proposition around New York, | for Elgin Watch. 
and the wholesale (retail) empori- Dowling succeeds 
ums have been flourishing. dith. 





Burgess Mere- 





unineme 











ABBOTT and COSTELLO 


two magazines. 


CARLOAD OF JINX 


Tiny Welfe Parlays Tough Luck Inte 
Three Missouts 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 9. 

Talk about tough luck, consider 
the case of Tiny Wolfe, 350-pound 
Pittsburgher who started in vaude 
here at the old Pitt with 
and later graduated to a featured 
bass-fiddler. Several months 
Wolfe, after loafing around home 
here for some time, decided to try 
Hollywood and see 
land something there. 

Nothing happened for what seemed 
like ages, and then everything 
opened up. Wolfe was signed for a 
role in screen version of ‘Hellzapop- 
pin,’ for another in Hollywood Play- 
house revue, ‘Fun for the Money,’ 
and also a fat assignment in John 
Murray Anderson’s Coast cabaret 
show, ‘Silver Screen.’ Two days be- 
fore the first of these jobs was to 
begin, he stepped off the curb in 
front of his Hollywood apartment 
hotel right into the path of a speed- 
ing car, Result: two muscles in right 
leg torn, muscle in left shoulder 
ripped, left knee badly bruised, in- 
ternal injuries, and a hospital bed 
for several weeks. 

Naturally, Wolfe lost out on all 
three spots. He’s now suing the 
owner of the car for $25,000 dam- 


Prof. De Mille 


Hollywood, Sept. 9. 
William de Mille, playwright and 








‘A pair of good-luck charms that shine like gold at the boxoffice’ 





bands and troupes of entertainers to 
the fieid for special shows for the 
eadets and enlisted men. 








—Kate Cameron, N.Y. Daily News. 
CHASE & SANBORN HOUR, NBC-RED 
j Under Personal Management of: EDWARD SHERMAN 


|; UNIVERSAL PICTURES 


former film director, has been 
named instructor of drama at the 
University of Southern California. 


Takes over school’s dramatic pres- | 


}entations during '41-42 semester. 


dancing | 
comedy team of Ken and Roy Paige | 


spot with Blue Barron’s band as a| 
ago, | 


if he couldn’t | 


Schlict's Mannequins 


Afterpiece: 
We're living in a country where Life and Liberty are more than just 


METRO’S NY. CASTERS - 
ENCORE ON ‘TORTILLA’ 


Metro’s New York 
talent department in doing consider- 


Success of 


able part of casting for ‘Shadow of 
the Thin Man’ has resulted in studio 
giving eastern headquarters a similar 
assignment on ‘Tortilla Flat. It is 
interviewing dozens of potentials 
from legit, radio and elsewhere this 
week and will start screentesting 
| next week under direction of Al 
| Altman. 

About a dozen roles are to be 
filled in the filmization of the John 
Steinbeck story. They include legit 
comedy and romantic parts. Only 
casting done by studio is Spencer 
Tracy and Laird Cregar in the 
leads. 


Astaire Back West After 


Waxing Four for Decca 


Fred Astaire flies back to the 
Coast tomorrow (Thurs.) after re- 
cording four sides for Decca with 
Harry Sosnik’s orchestra. They’re 
the Cole Porter tunes from Colum- 
bia Pictures’ ‘You'll Never Get 
Rich,’ Astaire starrer, and marks 
his teeoff on a new Decca deal. As- 
taire last recorded for Columbia, 
with Johnny Green’s_ orchestra, 
when he also essayed tap dance 
rhythms on wax. 

For Decca he vocalizes only. 

He goes directly into the Irving 
, Berlin-Bing Crosby musical at Para- 
| mount, and has another for Columbia 
| (with Rita Hayworth) in the spring, 
|which forfends any return to a 
Broadway show, as has been re- 
ported off and on. 





| 
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0 Years and 1 Block Apart 





Last week’s house review of Loew’s State, N. Y., was unique in that 
it contained an unusually close facsimile of a notice given monologist 
Johnny Burke 20 years before at the then two-a-day Palace. 


Palace, N. Y., 


Sept. 2, 1921 


Johnny Burke, fourth, found the going just to his liking and cleaned 
up with his soldier monolog and character that sounds funnier now 
that the clouds of war have rolled away than it did during the war. 
Burke tops off his specialty with some trick tempo piano playing that 


is surefire. 
box for another encore, 


He took half a dozen bows, then had to go back to the 


Con. 


Loew’s State, N. Y., Sept. 3, 1941 


Strongest turn in the layout is Johnny Burke’s. 


Monologist occupies 


some 12 minutes of the running time and gathers giggles continually 


with his standard gags and chatter 


about the army. With the world 


situation as it is, his stuff, though some of it has been heard before, 


is timely, and he puts it over neatly. 


It’s virtually the same routine 


Burke has been doing since World War 1 days (although (Ed) Sullivan 


gives it a ‘Kate Smith show‘ trailer) 
25 years from now, 


and probably would be effective 
Wood. 








Anything American 


Extremely Pop 





In England, Says Bebe Daniels 


With comedy writers scarcer in 
England than an unblitzed village, 
Bebe Daniels revealed in New York, 
Monday (8) that she and Vic Oliver 
have resorted to doing all the writ- 
ing themselves—even to incidental 
continuity—for the weekly, 40-min- 
ute radio show on which they and 
Miss Daniels’ husband, Ben Lyon, co- 
star. Quality of their output is at- 
tested by the Crossley of the show, 
‘Hi, Gang!’ It rates fourth, exceeded 
only by the speeches of the King, 
Churchill and news broadcasts, in 
that order. 

Show is a variety affair, m.c.d by 
Lyon and with most of the comedy 
provided by cross-talk between 
Oliver and Miss Daniels. Former 
American picture star also introes a 
new song each week and interviews 
an English stage celeb. Oliver, in- 
cidentally, like Miss Daniels and 
Lyon, is an American. However, 
he’s long been an English stage fave, 
and is married to Sarah Churchill, 
daughter of the Prime Minister. 

‘Hi, Gang!’ until it took a summer | 
hiatus, was on BBC for 52 consecu-} 

(Continued on page 46) 








JAMES CREELMAN DIES | 
IN N. Y. SUICIDE LEAP 


James A. Creelman, who recently 
returned from Hollywood, where he; 
was a scenarist, suicided by jumping 
from the roof garden of an 18-story| 
apartment building on east 72d) 
street, New York, early Tuesday | 
(9). He was 40. Deceased had writ-| 
ten several unproduced plays, but, 
was little known on Broadway. 

Creelman was a brother of Eileen | 
Creeiman, film critic for the N. Y. 
Sun. Writer had been residing with | 
his mother and sister for the past} 
month. When he entered the apart-| 
ment house Creelman asked the ele-| 
vator operator to take him to the 
roof, rather than the apartment 
floor. Neither mother nor sister was 
at home when he jumped, the film 
reviewer being on her honeymoon 
after having recently been married. 

His father, who died in 1915, was 
James Creelman, war correspondent 
and editor. 





' 





‘Intermezzo,’ the Song Hit, 
Adds 100G Gross to Pic 


Plugging that the tune ‘Intermezzo’ | 
got as a result of the BMI-ASCAP | 
battle will probably count for more | 
than $100,000 additional gross for the | 
Selznick picture ‘Intermezzo—A\| 
Love Story,’ from which the song) 
comes. It is a BMI licensed number | 
and thus one of the few toppers 
available for network radio. 

Tune didn’t hit its stride until 
June, 1941, months after the film was 
released. Its high rating in the ‘Most 





2 for $2,500,000 


Twentieth-Fox has $2,500,000 
tied up in two of its higher- 
budget films scheduled for early 
release on the current (1941-42) 
season. 

They are ‘Sun Valley Sere- 
nede,’ on pre-release currently at 
the Roxy, N. Y., which is said to 
cost $1,300,000 and ‘Yank in 
R. A. F.’ which comes into the 
Roxy, Sept. 26, neg nick on this 
one being $1,200,000. 











Capra-UA Cold, 


He’s Anxious To 


Do 3 on His Own 


— 


Frank Capra, in New York last 
week on ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ 
which he directing for Warner 
Bros., declared he has no deal even 
in the making fer himse!f after he 
winds up the current WB assign- 
ment. His only desire, he said, is to 
start work on the three stories he 
acquired with the prospect of be- 
coming a United Artists producer- 
owner. 

After UA stalled for four months 
when the deal was 97% completed, 
Capra asserted, he got frightened at 
the prospect of being tied up with 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Harry Jolson’s Comeback; 
Al’s Brother Formerly 
Agreed to Stay Off Stage 


Harry Jolson, who recently lost a 
suit against his protker, Al, on the 
premise that the latter promised to 
support him so long as he remained 
off the stage, returning to the 
footlights in a vaude unit, tagged 
‘Gay 90’s Revue,’ which Billy Jack- 
son is producing. Itll be Harry 
Jolson’s first appearance on a stage 
in 11 years. 

Unit opens at RKO’s Coliseum, 
N.Y., Sept. 19, for one night, fol- 
lowed by two days at the Alden, 
Jamaica (20-21), and then one day 
(26) at RKO’s Flushing house. The 
theatres are resuming the policy of 
one and two-day stage shows they 
adopted a couple of seasons back. 


Jed Harris Marks Time 


Hollywood, Sept. 9. 
who deserted Broad- 


is 





Jed Harris, 








Played’ lists led United Artists to) way for a producer contract at RKO, 
reissue the film. Flock of dates! moved into the studio to ready his 
have already been played, with many | first picture, still untitled. 

more scheduled. Startling is fact) As a legit producer Harris has nu- 
that film is currently .in its 10th} merous outstanding plays to his 
week in Baltimore, third in Wash-| credit but has never made a film 
ington and second in Newark. | drama. 











Wilella Waldorf Named la mysterious apathy toward Holly- Ce ee 
| wood which Par execs haven’t been 
N y P t D C a able to figure out. Hayden is some-| || 
ohe 0s rama ritic; where around Gloucester, Mass., his| || RIET | 
| home town. 1] 
Brown to World-Telly. Discovered last year when the wife | Trade Mark Reeistered | 
pee | of a New England exhib sent aft FOUNDED BY SIME SILVERMAN | 
* | pictures to Mrs. Edwin H. Griffith,!|| published Weekly by VARIETY, Ine. | 
Wilella Waldorf has been named! who showed them to her director- | Sid Silverman, President | 
by the New York Post to succeed | husband, Hayden has had roles in || 154 West 46th Street, New York, N. 2 | 
= ae alee ~. nvitinz | two films, ‘Virginia’ and ‘Bahama sesetiiaiienianaeas semana. t eras 
on Mason Brown as relations, Passage’ Par has had difficulty in | SUBSCRIPTION | 
Brown, for many years with the | finding parts for him which it feels | Annual...... $19 Foreign...... $11 
Post, left on Monday (8) to become | will give him a suitable buildup, and i | pineal cS cess 
legit shot-caller on the New York! recently hired Ben Ames Williams to 120 J 
World-Telegram. He follows in the = o yarn, eS Gees eer ee || Vol. 144 Ro me ae 
ayden. | | 
steps of Sidney B. Whipple who has | - emenl has lived among seafaring|||__—_ Tae ci eas a 
been upped to assistant to exec | people all his life and operated his | | INDEX 
editor Lee B. Wood. |} Own boat before going to Par, so||/ pi, .................. 40 | 
Miss Waldorf, long in the Post's studio went to Williams, who is an Chatter 47 
service, served as drama editor,| ©*Pert on New England ss sailing) || aes ' = 
writing a daily column, and second- | ¥4'"5; for the story for Hayden. Part Concert 28 
string critic. Brown had two years will take full advantage of his | Exploitation . 12 
|to go on his contract with the Post, prowems a5 @ sailor, Film Reviews 8 
pact being torn up at his request. , 4 ? ; | Film Trade Showings 14 | 
He’s getting considerably more coin | H » Reviews on | 
at the W-T, although on a week-to- Harry Joe Brown May | on ee aS 
| week basis with summers off minus A ||] Inside—Legit . . a 
pay. Also will be allowed a few) Produce Play on B way i Inside—Orchestras 32 
weeks off this winter for a lecture | \1l Inside—Radio .. 24 
tour, to adhere to contracts, although | as Literati 44 
that probably will be discontinued in Hollywood, Sept. 9. wae AT ol leita hai ei ; 
future years. Brown has consider-| Harry Joe Brown, who recently Legitimate ................ 41 
ably supplemented his critic’s earn- | left the production ranks at 20th-Fox, aE rey ar ; . 32 
ings with lecture fees for years. | may do a play on Broadway with!|| Night Clubs...... > 
Ralph Murphy. || Night Club Reviews......... 34 
He is enthused over a yarn by, F 
K ’ 3 M f RKO | George Seaton and is exploring its! | Obituary 46 
yser $ ore for | Production possibilities. Perret a 29 
smeaaacies ommeae enemas ll} Pictures ....... 4 
Hollywood, Sept. 9. — s ||| Radio vee 19 
Kay Kyser has been contracted Deering s Naval Call 7) ne 25 
by RKO for three pictures in the| William Deering, eastern 1a Badin Movlews,............ 28 
next two years. His next will be | snooper for Metro, who is a member Unit Reviews 39 
made around the beginning of the | of the Naval Reserve, has been called | - ponte 15 acta 
year after completing the current|to active duty. His place will be||| Vaudeville . 34 
‘Playmates,’ and taking his band on | filled by a promotion from the story one es aN a a 
tour, department. DAILY VARIETY 
He is the first orchestra leader to; Deering last season was a partner | (Published in Hollywood by 
make three pictures and to receive| in prdouction of the Broadway le- eis a wean ae joe A 
a contract for three more. giter, ‘Out of the Frying Pan.’ —_ Re: ica 





ADIO CUFFOS 





FROWNS ON LUX 
COIN TO GHARITY 





Lux-China Relief Broadcast, 


While Actuated by Char- 
ity, a Technical Violation 
of Free Shows Proviso 





STRICTER CONTROL 


Hollywood, Sept. 9. 

Actuated by what was termed a_/| 
violation of regulations when sev- 
eral actors appearing on a Lux 
broadcast last season automatically 
had their earnings turned over to 
China relief, Screen Actors Guild 
has set up a Guild Authority to pass 
on all requests for cuffo air shots. 
Membership has been notified by 
letter to secure clearance from the 
Authority before making any com- 
mitments for gratis guesting. 

In the Lux-China Relief broadcast, 
it is cited that Rule 6 was breached 
in that ‘it is a violation of the rule 
for a screen actor to give a perform- 
ance for a regularly established, 
commercially sponsored program, 
which nominally pays tke actors, but | 
actually turns the money over to a 
charity.’ 

It is pointed out in the SAG com- 
munique that while David O. Selz- 
nick, who arranged the Lux appear- 
ances and the disposition of the 
accrued coin, and the sponsor acted 
in unquestionable good faith, never- 
theless there was an abrogation of 
Guild rules on the premise that ‘this 
is not a new, non-commercial chari- 
ty skow to which actors were asked 
to donate their time and talent. It 
was an established commercial show 
and the practice dislocated an es- 
tablished source of actors’ income. 


vv 


Camp Upton’s Wealth of Talent 


Displayed in ‘Brother Rat? With 
Almost the Original Bway Cast 


of 








Just Spieler? Camp Upton, N. Y., Sept. 9. 

‘Brother Rat’ is meeting ‘Brother 
Recruit’ here this week in a produc- 
tion of the Fred Finkelhoffe-John 
Monks, Jr., farce unique in theatre 
history—the cast is 100% profes- 
sional players and every one is a 
soldier (except the two gals, of 
course, and one of them is married 
to a soldier). In the leads are Ezra 
Stone, Ross Elliott and Gary Merrill, 
all three of whom appeared in the 
George Abbott production of ‘Rat’ 
and are together once again under 
new 2-year contracts to Uncle 
Sam. 

Professional even to the sets, de- 
signed and executed by Corp. Peter 
Feller, who aided in a similar chore 
for Buddy DeSylva’s ‘Louisiana Pur- 
chase’ and other shows, ‘Rat’ got a 
terrific reception at the four per- 
formances given so far. Two more 
are scheduled, one fer tomorrow 
(Wednesday) night and one for Fri- 
day (12). Only one for which ad- 
mish is being charged is the last~ 
and that’s for officers. 

Builder-Upper 


Members of the cast and crew of 
the show are all attached to a per- 
Their 





Richard Stark, who announces 
‘Hour of Charm’ and other 
shows, has to cate received over 
250 letters from listeners in re- 
sponse to a publicity stunt in 
which he offered $250 for a sub- 
stitute term for ‘announcer.’ 

Following are some of the sug- 
gestions: host, introducer, vo- 
caster, orolator, informator, in- 
troluctor, audidomo, radiodomo, 
assimilator, radianter, promul- 
gator, mikemaster, declarator. 


DUPONT TO USE 
FLAG WAVING 
PIX STORIES 


—_——— 

















DuPont's ‘Cavalcade of America’ | mament qaaraie wath at tinted 
Burgess Meredith on ‘ 7 has 


will use its | ; 
(Continued on page 46) 


ager i : ARBITRATE LAMOUR’S 
DEFECTION FROM NBC 


tagged ‘Native Land.’ Carl Sand-| 
Los Angeles, Sept. 9. 


burg will likely also appear on the | 
| Sept. 22 stanza. | 
For six to eight weeks, starting | 
Dorothy Lamour’s notification of 
|a shift from NBC Artists Service to 


with Oct. 6, ‘Cavalcade’ will go in| 
for film stars and adaptations of past 

|}Lyons & Lyons as her agent goes 
before the arbitration board, with 


picture hits dealing with 
cana, 

Clore Warne officiating as arbiter 
| for Miss Lamour. 





+f 
Ameri- | 
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Par Blames Hayden’s 





Under the arrangement the actors | 
had no control over the money they 
earned on the show. By agreeing to | 
appear they agreed that the money 
(Continued on page 18) 
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Attorneys for the actress, Bautzer 


Lam From Pix on An | ‘Baut 
Anti-H’wood Phobia | cennet "bs property. representea, 


| owing to the unsettled state of NBC 
| Artists Service as result of reports of 
Walkout of Stirling Hayden from) its sale, and the consequent effect on 
the Paramount lot last week without! the morale of the organization. 
explanation came as culmination of|_ 
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(Continued from page 1) 
“Great Dictator’ (Chaplin) and ‘I 
Married a Nazi’ which, on the other 
hand, he thought might have been 
called ‘Confessions of Nazi Spy. 
He admitted much of t charges 
were predicated on second-hand in- 
formation and hearsay; that the films 
he did see ‘stirred up hate,’ 
couldn't remember the scene 01 dia- 
log to support that contention. 


a 
he 


Doesn't Want Censorship 


Sen. McFarland further brushed 
Nye off by stating that apparently he 
(Nye) would like to prohibit any 
point of view that differs from his 
own: but Nye contended that while 
he didn’t favor film censorship or 
U. S. control of the picture business, 
he did think ‘some sort of legisla- 
tion was in order.’ 

Sen. Bennett Champ Clark ‘Mo.) 
will have his innings tomorrow 
(Wed.), and there are mysterious 
hints of submitting pressbooks and 
film synopses to support the ‘war- 
mongering’ charges. But who is get- 
ting up that information is beclouded. 

The rest of the week will be spent 
in presenting the usual anti-industry 
charges; next Monday (15) the in- 
dustry’s proponents through Wendell 
L. Willkie will have its say. 


It's apparent it will be a long 
drawn-out session, and that there 
will be reams of statements and 


counter-proclamations, all good pub- 
licity for everybody but the picture 
industry. 


Film Biz Gagged Until 
Next Week’s Session 


Vigorous denial that the motives 
are anti-Semitism was registered at 
the outset of the Senate hearings on 
the Nye-Clark resolution, after no- 


tice was served that the film indus- | 


try will not be allowed to cross- 
examine or enter objections to the 


proceeding. With Wendell L. 
Willkie, the film majors’ counsel. 
temporarily gagged, the Interstate | 


Commerce sub-committee launched 
what is expected to be one of the 
most serious attacks on the picture 
business ever made in Congress. The 


film industry has its innings next 
week, of course. 

Willkie’s written challenge to| 
committee authority was shoved 


aside, with chairman D. Worth Clark 
declaring the preliminary quiz is a 
‘duty’ of the solons. Great emphasis 
on the asserted impartiality of the 
resolution sponsors was placed by 
Senator Gerald FP. Nye, first witness, 
who began wiih protests that the iso- 
lationists have been smeared by the 
film industry’s friends. Nye early 
denounced trade press editorials and 
all other critics of the probe. 

No move was made at the outset 
by the film people to block the hear- 
ings, though Willkie submitted a 
lengthy brief, supporting his charge 
the inquiry jis illegal. 


‘Perjury’ Threat 

Warning that the committee will 
use all its possible powers—includ- 
ing prosecution for perjury of any 
witness who fails to tell the truth— 
came from Chairman Clark. At the 
same time, the Idaho Democrat 
promised to call or hear any person 
who wants to testify. 


Persons ap- 


pearing are immune to legal action | 


for anything they may testify—ex- 
cept perjury—and will be advised of 
their rights, the chairman declared 
An investigation of trade papers 
was threatened as part of the en-| 
tire proceeding when Nye began 
complaining about the press attacks. 
Clark declared the activities of the 
Hollywood Reporter will be probed 
Declaring he was advised the sheet 
e 


has a staff of 10 persons covering the 


hearings, ‘in view of its limited cir- 
culation and small advertising vol- 


ume, it is necessary to learn how the 
Reporter can afford such elaborate 
coverage, Clark explained. Nye 


. . | 
voiced pleasure, hoping the solons | 


will dig into many such sidelines. 
Weak remonstrance by Senator W. 
McFarland against refusal of per- 
mission for Willkie to cross-examine 
was firmly overruled by Chairman 
Clark. The Arizona solon, only one 
of the subcommittee not identified 
with the isolationists, suggested the 


industry attorney might help get to | 


the bottom of the situation. 

As Nye began justifying his ac- 
tions and accusations, he unquali- 
fiedly went on record as detesting 
censorship and said he does not like 
the idea of Government control over 
films, but told the sub-committee he 
thinks the inquiry may demonstrate 
the need for some ‘legislation that 
will give the American people de- 


but he | 


fense against the most vicious propa- , primarily responsible for the prop- 


ganda ever unloosed.’ 

Huge crowd jamming the 
caucus room broke into applause sev- 
|eral times but observers were un- 
lable to determine whether the pre- 
|dominant sentiment was friendly or 
hostile to the industry. 


Senate 


One wave of hand-clapping swept 
through the room when Chairman 
| Clark commented radio listeners pos- 
,sibly have switched New York off. | 
;More lusiy applause came when 
| Senator McFarland asked Nye if he 
| has legislative remedies in mind and 
then inquired if the North Dakotan | 


\thinks ‘We should conduct this in- 
|quiry just for the reason of pub- | 
| licity.’ 


Possibility Congress might find it 
necessary to amend the Sherman act | 
or compel the film business to be 
impartial was suggested by Chair- 
man Clark. Noting the require- 
|ments to which radio is subject, the 
subcommittee leader threw out the 
idea of making pictures serve public 
| interest. McFarland cautioned against | 
| viclating the Bill of Rights. Re- 
| peatedly prodding Nye for statement 
lof his thoughts on what Congress | 


should do. 


| 

| Finger was put on eight recent fea- 
itures, including ‘Sergeant York.’ 
| with Nye saying Will Hays has ‘ad- 
‘monished the industry against going 
too far.” In his disclaimer*of any 
racial hatred, Nye told ‘the Senate 
group bitterly resent this effort to 


misrepresent our purpose and to | 
prejudice the public mind.’ He bel- | 
ligerently annnounced he ‘will not 


consent to its being used to cover 
| the tracks of those who have been 
pushing our country on the way to 
| war with their propaganda intended 
|to inflame the American mind with | 
hatred for one foreign cause, and 
nagnified respect and _ glorification 
‘for another foreign cause. until we 
shall come to feel that wars else- 
| where in the world are, really, after 


| all, our wars.’ 


Emphasis on Foreign-Born 
Though he wept repeatedly about 


io injustice done him, Nye stressed 


Jewish names in the early portion of | 
his testimony and declared ‘those | 


a ee 


| Anti-Nazi Leaguer 
Will Also Testify 


Anti-Nazi 


| Non-Sectarian League 


has been informed by Senator D. 
| Worth Clark, chairman of the sena- 
| torial sub-committee probing film 
propaganda, that it may have a rep- 


resentative testify at the groups 
hearings. Prof. James H. Sheldon 
of Boston, chairman of the board of 


directors, will appear for the league 


His testimony will have a tricky | 
reverse-English twist and he hasn't 
|}been informed whether he'll be 
called this week, along with the 


; proponents of the investigation, or 
next week along with the film ir 
| dustry people who are fighting it. 
| What he will demand is an ex- 
| tension of the probe—but an exten- 
|sion to take in pictures with a pro- 
Nazi bias, instead of just those with 


1- | 


anti-Nazi leanings. He will present 
evidence to show that Dr. Goeb- 
|bels’ propaganda documents, until 
|} recently, were coming into the U. S 
freely and have been shown in va- 
|rious cities throughout the country. 
| The league had filed formal pro- 
test at the Clark-Nye hearings as 
discriminatory-persecution. 





ee." oer ae 
| Willkie’s 1006 | 
Continued from page 1————— 


inspired this investigation, | 
places him more on the Administra- 








| 


| who 


Understood that Austin C. Keough, | 


who also is 
| committee of the Hays’ office. was 
instrumental in 


with him. Cost of $100.000 will be 
apportioned among the Hays’ office 
members. 


decided they were tired of taking it 
sitting down and that fireworks will 
be in order. The industry is prepar- 
ing to put up a stiff fight, regardless 


of how tough the going becomes. 


| for 
| inflaming the American people much 
| more than past features. 


-| WILLKIE DENIES ANY 


pledged Wendell 


tion side of the fence unofficially. 1 


'v.p. and legal head of Paramount, | 
chairman of the law} 


aganda pietures are born abroad.’ 


' Without mentioning names, he said 


the alleged propaganda promoters 


The Justice Department accusations 
were put in the record, with Nye 
commenting the charges were the re- 


| sult of months of diligent work by 


have a ‘quite natural’ anxiety to help | 


Nazi foes and commented that intro- 
duction of the investigation resolu- 


tion ‘brought down on me the con- | 


demnation of many Jewish and other 
writers who were, no doubt, getting 
their cue from the moving picture 
heads against whom my effort was 
extended and whom I had named 
in my (St. Louis) address.’ 
Professing friendship for Jews, Nye 
complained, ‘If the anti-Semitic is- 


sue is now raised for the moment, it | 
ri ' * | clared when the North Dakotan con- 


is raised by those of the Jewish 
faith and those who would preju- 
dice the issues, not by me, not by 
this committee.’ ? 

After spending an hour discussing 
the anti-Semitic issue, Nye launched 
into a long review of the way war 
propaganda was spread in 1916-17 


'and voiced suspicion that the same 


tactics are being used now. He 
charged pictures are in preparation 
the unquestionable purpose of 


‘Free Speech’ Issue 
Given the Brushoff 


‘The free speech question is not 
pertinent to this proceeding,’ Nye 
maintained. ‘Guarantees in the first 
amendment to the Constitution don’t 
apply to films,’ he said, ‘and this was 
established by the U. S. Supreme 
Court in 1915 in the Mutual-Ohio 
case. Danger to this country is that 
people will be duped—getting argu- 


| ment and bias under guise of enier- 


tainment—because of the tight con- 
trol over film supply,’ he continued. 
Newspapers are in a wholly differ- 
ent spot, Nye asserted, since the 
readers clearly know the editorial 
views and there are columnists and 
pundits reflecting both sides of the 
controversy. 
The monopoly issue was injected 
by Chairman Clark while Nye 
dusted off the Sherman act 
plaint. Clark asked if the monopoly 
had anything to do with the alleged 
‘warmongering.” Nye replied it was 
a ‘tremendously contributing factor.’ 


‘FILM CZAR’ AMBISH 


Washington, Sept. 9. 
Wendell L. Willkie declared today 
(Tuesday) that there no truth 
to the report that he will succeeed 





is 


} 





| 





} 


com- | 


jhe 


federal agents and attorneys. 

Nye disclaimed any desire for a 
general probe into economic affairs 
or trade practices, but said the mat- 
ter of major domination over exhi- 
bition ought not be disregarded. 


Willkie Says Nye Proves 


hands and glorying in the opportu- 


|nity and the plan to destroy this 


| ship and its cargo, and thus destroy 


two generations with one stroke.’ 
‘4 or 5 Men’ Control 
The tight hold of ‘four or five men’ 


| over more than half the seating ca- 


Needlessness of Probe} 


Nye’s ‘long and tedious statement 
gives not one valid reason for in- 
vestigation of industry,’ Willkie de- 


cluded. ‘He does, however, give 
every reason why no investigation 
should be held,’ Willkie said. Nye’s 
purposes for asking the inquiry is 
listed by the 1940 Presidential (Rep.) 
candidate as an effort ‘to divide the 
American people into discordant ra- 
cial and religious groups in order to 
disunite them over United States for- 
eign policy; to foster and create pub- 
lic prejudices against industry and 
thus attempt to high pressure it into 
stopping production of accurate and 
factual pictures on Nazism, and to 
influence the industry to alter another 
of its policies, the portrayal of the 
American public of accurate and fac- 
tual pictures on our naticnal defense 
program.’ 

Terming Nye ‘a star witness for | 
the film industry,’ Willkie deciared 
‘demonstrates without a doubt 
why this foolish show should be 
ended. Even he is convinced there 
is no necessity for censorship or 
Government control of the industry.’ 





Nye Yelps at Trade Press 
And Other Pro-Filmers 


Nye yelped also about articles | 
carried in numerous trade _ pub- 


lications. The’ isolantionist was 
burned by editorials in Vaniery, Hol- 
lywood Reporter, Film Bulletin and 
Box Office. along with defense of 
the industry by Fight for Freedom 
and the daily press. Remarking he | 
can stand such attacks, Nye admon- 
ished the committee it will have to 
be industrious to see that all truth 
is developed and smearing does not! 
detour the inquiry. 

Getting around to his indictment 
of the industry, Nve commented that 
war propaganda is not a new expe- 
rience. Though it took many years 
after the conflict to ascertain 
just how the Americans were spurred 
into jumping in with the Allies. 


last 


| Though he said he does not charge 


} 


events of 1916-17 are being repeated 
in same manner, 


Nye argued it is 
imperative to find out whether or | 
not similar tactics are being used. 
He displayed suspicion that more 
subtle methods have been perfected, 
| films and radio were not as promi- | 
nent in the last war. he acknowl-! 
edged 


| 


Will Hays as film czar. Willkie told | 
Variety that he ‘wouldn't accept 
any job in the world.’ 

Drew Pearson-Robert Allen col- 
umn last week reported that pos- 
sibility. 

GUILDS SUPPORT WILLKIE 
Screen Acters and Writers Pledge 

Full Aid 


Hollywood, Sept. 9. 
Full support and cooperation was 
Willkie by the 
Screen Actors Guild in refuting 
charges of war propagandizing by 
the industry. In a wire to Wibhkie, 
commending him on accepting lead- 
ership in defending the industry 
SAG placed at his disposal any in- 
formation that may be required. 

Screen Wr 
night (8) authorized a delega- 
tion comprising Marc Connelly and 
Ralph Block to go to Washington for 
appearance before the senate com- 
mittee. Guild's position in the con- 
troversy was wired to the investigat- 
ing group. 


day 











Isolationistic 


an ontinued from page 1 








now there's really a demand for this 
sort of fare. Of course, too, it’s con- 
ceded, the generally improved box- 
office conditions are helping films of 


we : ; every type, although th oor ones 
obtaining Willkie |. : 4 . __ . 


and that he personally set the deal | 


still do the usual brody. 


The local trade circles believe that | 


the increasing’ popularity of these 
anti-Nazi pictures is what has gotten 


ers. | into the crop of the isolationist U. S. 
While it is expected the hearings | Senators Wheeler, Nye, Clark, et al., 
will develop chiefly copy for the} 


papers, in informed trade circles it | 
is said that industry solons finally | 


and the ‘crowd’ back of them, Jead- 
ing to the present ‘investigation’ of 
alleged film propaganda. When the 


sort of pictures which are ‘objec- 
tionable’ to Wheeler, Nye, et al., 
weren't drawing, there was nary a 


sound out of the latter, it’s pointed 
out. 





iters Guild board Mon- | 





Foreign Coin Inte Pix? 

‘Being without any information to 
bear out such a thought. I would not | 
now even insinuate that foreign 
money is being expended to accom- 
plish propaganda purposes over our | 
radio networks or through the films,’ | 
| 

| 





Nye commented. ‘I only know that 
what is coming from the moving pic- 
ture studios in the way of pictures 
portrays a lot of glory for war, mag- 
nifies many times the glory of cer- 
tain peoples engaged in that war. I 
only know it makes doubly black the 
portrayal of other caus 


*s involved in 


Europe’s war, fanning American 
hates toward those certain causes 
These pictures that we are seeing 


these days are not revealing the sons 


g t 
of mothers writhing in 


agony in 
trench, in mud, on barbed wire, 
amid scenes of battle or sons of 


mothers living, legless or lungless or | 
brainless or sightless in hospitals. 


‘These alleged propaganda pictures 
are not showing us the disembowled 
sons of fathers and mothers, lying 
upon fields of battle—sons of Eng- 
lish or Greek or German or Polish 
or Russian parents. We see them, 
instead, marching in bright uniforms, 
in the parade of eloquent and pow- 
erful machines, or in the field firing 
at distant targets.’ 


‘Even More Gory’ 


Film features reputedly under 
preparation ‘will be much more gory 
and inflammatory,’ Nye predicted. 
He told of having authentic informa- 
tion that one film in prospect will 
‘portray @ shipload of British chil- 
dren and pregnant British mothers 
loaded on board a refugee ship in 


London, their destination. Canada. 
The Nazis gleefully wringing their 





| funds 


pacity of U. S. theatres makes pos- 
sible the ‘showing of films intended 
to build up this desire for war par- 
ticipation,’ Nye asserted. They have 
the potential power ‘to make the 
great majority of theatregoers feed 
upon propaganda.’ While he hasn't 
seen all of them, Nye listed ‘Convoy,’ 
‘Flight Command,’ ‘Escape,’ ‘I Mar- 
ried a Nazi,’ ‘That Hamilton Woman.’ 
‘Man Hunt,’ ‘The Great Dictator’ and 
‘Sergeant York’ as typical of the 
films the probers should ogie. RKe- 
views and criticisms indicate there 
is ‘much poison’ in these productions, 
he observed. 


Refutes Hays’ Figures 


Statistical answers of the industry 
to the isolationist charges are ‘incon. 
clusive,” Nye declared. Ridiculing 
such replies as the Hays organization 
has made by citing the small propor- 
tion of films dealing with war, Nye 
said the committee ought to discount 
the westerns, B films and shorts in 
trying to determine how much prop- 
aganda is dished up by Hollywood, 
He remarked that 15 or 20 propagan- 
da features out of 200 quality films 
is hardly a low percentage. 

‘These alleged propaganda pictures 
if they were conceived and produced 
for a purpose,’ would seem to have 
in mind a purpose growing out of 
knowledge that you can't take the 
American people to war until you 
can make them hateful toward some- 
thing’ the North Dakotan warned. 
‘These alleged propaganda pictures 
do promote a large will and larger 
reason for going to war. They have 
served to drive some Americans un- 
der their very beds for fear of Hitler 
and his minions. They have served 
to change, if not warp, a lot of clear 
thinking in American minds.’ 


‘Newsreels Cannot Piead 
Special Consideration’ 


Newsreels cannot plead _ special 
consideration nor is ‘March of Time’ 
pictorial journalism, Nye charged at 
the opening of the afternoon session. 


The 


way subjects are arranged, 
footage devoted to various topies, 


captions, etc., can be propagandistic, 
he noted, while M. of T. is ‘part ac- 
tuality, part fiction, part scenic, part 
faked and part acted.’ 

He quoted Time’s Louis de Roche- 


mont as saying in a recent letter 
that Time’s reel titled ‘Peace—by 
Adolf Hitler’: ‘Isn't pretty—it’s so 
vital and brutal it will need friends 
who will talk about it to put it 
across.’ 
Economie Accusation 
Selfish, financial considerations 


make the film industry very anxious 
to help Britain, Nye declared. Re- 
port by Goodbody & Co., Wall Street 
house, was cited to show why people 
are anxious to see the English win. 
Frozen credits are of great impor- 
tance to all the majors. he said, and 
if the British go down they will suf- 
fer seriously. 

Clark was 
to establish that 
have been spent for British 
Senator McFarland noted 
other industries have similar mone- 
tary interests, to which Nye retorted, 
‘No other would suffer so seriously 
if the English lose.’ The Arizonian 
protested that numerous American 
groups naturally want to see Hitler 
crushed for their own economic ad- 
vantage. Nye shot back that ‘this 
doesn’t give license for stirring up 
the United States and bringing about 
entry into a war that the people 
don’t want.’ 


McFarland’s Blast 


McFarland said ‘Then you'd sup- 
press any expression of opinion by 
anyone thinking that U.S. welfare 
depends On British success.’ Nye 
replied he wants only to suppress 
‘that propaganda so obviously in- 
tended to drive the American people 
from their resolve not to permit a 
repetition of what took place 25 
years ago.’ 


Federal pressure is evidenced by 8 
recent magazine admission of Lowel! 
Mellett, one of President Roosevelt's 
administrative aides, Nye alleged, 
but Senator McFarland could not get 
Nye to give the name of the Nev 
Deal agents who turned on the heat 


Chairman 
trying 


. 
unsuccessful 


in blocked 


tneatres. 
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- INDIES’ BIG SELLING BREAK 





a 


May Revive Neely Bill? 





Though there’s 


m direct connection, 


Washington, Sept. 9. 
the Senate Interstate Com- 


merce Committee may dust off the Neely bill as result of the film 


propaganda accusations, 


The isolationists, who in the past have been 


among the huge majority which never paid much attention to either 
the pros or cons of the perennial reform proposal, are muttering about 
the need for enacting trade practice control legislation and requiring 
detailed, objective synopsis of all films. 

Reasoning is this: if the public had ample warning certain pictures 
were argumentative (in this case, ‘pro-war’), the industry then could 


advance the free-speech argument; 


but when ticket-buyers enter a 


theatre expecthg to get entertainment and actually are exposed to 
propaganda there is need for the Government to step in and prevent 
‘misrepresentation’ of the product on view. 

The committee which will pass on the Nye-Clark propaganda 


charges is the 


same one—the newcomers are 


a distinct minority— 


which reported out the Neely bill twice in the last three years. 








Applause and Hisses, Both Sides 





Large Turnout of Press and Public for the Fire- 


works—Willkie’s ‘Publicity’ Sarcasm 


Washington, Sept. 9. 

More than 500 packed the large 
caucus room of the Senate office 
building bright .and early as tke 
Clark Senatorial sub-committee 
launched an investigation of the in- 
dustry. A capacity crew of news- 
men and photographers were on 
hand with doubled interest in the 
lurid Nye testimony and to see Will- 
kie in action for first time as counsel 
here. 

Interest of the crowd is difficult 
to decipher, with applause and hiss- 
{ng for both sides. Public address 
system made listening easy. 

Four members of the five-man 
eommittee were on hand, with Sen- 
ator Homer Bone (Washington), IIL, 
ranged back of committee table 
where Chairman D. Worth Clark 
(Idaho), Charles Tobey (New Hamp- 
shire), C. Wayland Brooks (Illinois) 
and Ernest McFarland (Arizona) 
were grouped. 

Around Willkie were the film in- 
dustry’s legalists, J. Robert Rubin, 
Austin Keough, Joseph H. Hazen 
and several attorneys from Willkie’s 
office. They listened to Nye’s long 
dissertation with little display of in- 
terest except an occasional word to 
Willkie. 

McFarland Heckles Clark-Nye 

McFarland, the only member of 
committee on the side of the film 
industry, was a frequent heckler of 
Chairman Clark, and Nye, and got 
in a couple telling licks. He kept 
hammering to learn what Nye and 
Senator Bennett (Champ) Clark 
(Missouri), had in mind in introduc- 
fng the original investigation reso- 
lution. When Nye replied ‘no spe- 
cific legislation was thought of,” Mc- 
Farland won the loudest burst of 
applause of day with: 

‘Just for Publicity?’ 

‘You mean we should conduct this 
inquiry for purpose of publicity?’ 

Willkie, when the committee ap- 
peared uncertain what he meant in 
an offer by letter to show the pic- 
tures named by the group as ‘propa- 
gandistic,’ declared, ‘we'll 
them and are prepared to set up the 
equipment to do so in this committee 
room if it will be of service to you. 
And it will be a good show, too.’ 

Nye kad previously suggested the 


committee make sure the pix shown | 


them were not ‘edited from their 
original form.’ 
Willkie gave further indication 


that the course the industry is tak- 
ing in combating Nye’s charges will 
be complete willingness to provide 
committee with whatever it desires. 
He declared that committee shall 
have any cost sheets it desires on 
alleged ‘propaganda’ pictures, and 
that they will be clear. Requiring 
no expert accountants. Nye pre- 
viously warned of ‘book juggling.’ 





FISHER GETS CALLED 
Hollywood, Sept. 9. 
Subpoena was served last week on 
George Fisher, Mutual gossiper, to 
appear Sept. 11 before Senate Inter- 
state Commerce sub-committee to 
tell what he knows about alleged 
war propaganda in pictures. 
While in the capital he will do 
his weekly broadcast from WOL. 


+ 





show all } 


v 


Strong Pro-Pix Press 





Almost unanimous assailment 
by the nation’s press of the Sen- 
atorial investigation of Holly- 
wood’s alleged ‘warmongering’ 
through motion pictures has 
supplemented the popular pub- 
lic sentiment on the issue, a sur- 
vey reveals, 

The common analysis is that 
filmdom has contributed a great 
service to the nation’s pro-demo- 
ratic ideals, instead of foster- 
ing war hysteria, as Senators 
Nye, Wheeler, et al, have 
charged. 


Avers Pro-War 
Pix Stars Hurt 
Their Own B.0. 


—_——_—- 








Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
I am deeply concerned about the 
ever widening breach between mo- 
tion pictures and the publie which I| 





throughout the country. 
take it upon themselves to} 
make pro-war broadcasts, beg for 
etc., 


Saw 


stars 


foreign war reliefs, 
resentment follows, 
tures are not attended, as the stars 
cease being entertainment. 
woman stated, 
shot; we do not care to see their pic- 
tures.’ War pictures and newsreels 
(extolling Stalin) have proved very 
unpopular with the Catholics and 
other denominations, and this par- 





ticular public has decided not to at- 


American boys to die for Britain and 
Russia—her next picture will be bad- 
ly attended before it is even made. 
Many stars now unpopular, and 
one more propaganda demonstration 
will be boxoffice suicide. 

Our recent pictures have not 
bad—they have merely been 
attended, due to this voluntary box- 
office slump. 

If stars and producers insist upon 
taking violent attitudes, the public 
does also, 

+ We cannot please everyone; neither 
should we kill our industry. 

The public buys; we only sell. 

Jeron Criswell. 


are 


been 





Second Section by Roach 


Hollywood, Sept. 9. 
Hal Roach launches another series 
of five ‘streamlined’ films Oct. 6, be- 
ginning with ‘Hayfoot,’ an army tale. 
New York and Los Angeles banks 
are financing the new series, to be 








released through United Artists. 


mais 


| 


When | | 20th Century-Fox 


a wave of | pleted with the first-runs on which 
and their pic-| other negotiations are contingent. 


One/a great summer in strong position. 
They want our sons/ With only four houses in operation 


;only one of the quartet bringing in 
!a fresh bill, 


| 


} 
| rode through most of the summer by 


} 


| 


| the two big houses. 


/ tend any picture theatre until dis-| 
continued 
One actress broadeast inviting 


badly | 


REPUBLIC, MOND, 
PRG ott DEALS 


Minnesota Territory’s Anti- 
Consent Decree Stymie a 
Golden Opportunity for 
Independent Distributors 





U AND COL. ALSO 


Sept. 9. 
Repub- 
are enjoy- 


Minneapolis, 
In this single-bill territory, 
lic, Monogram and P.R.C. 
ing the biggest business in their his- 
tory currently. It’s 
of the break these independents got 
when the five major decree com- 
panies decided not to do any 1941-42 
selling in Minnesota pending a court 
showdown on the state anti-consent 
decree law. Exhibitors who never 
before bought any of these companies 
‘now are signing contracts with them 
in order to protect themselves. 
Charles Weiner, P.R.C. distributor, 
just made a hurried trip to New 
York to pick up additional prints ur- 
gently needed. 

As far as Republie is concerned, it 
had been forging to the front rap- 
idly during the past several years 
anyway, but the present develop- 
ment has helped it considerably, too. 
It never before got such good deals 
from the independents. 

Of course, Universal and Columbia, 
non-consent companies that are sell- 
ing 1941-42 product under the state 
law, also have been benefiting from 
the situation, and they’re making hay 
while the sun shines and reaping a 
harvest. But their demands are so | 
much greater than ever before that 
a number of exhibitors are holding 
off in the hope that general selling 
will start before the supply of pic- 
tures is exhausted, and that they’ll 


mainly because 








be in a better position later. The 
numerous deals already made by 
Col. and U. are at much higher 
rentals than ever before. 
Slow in Mich. 
Detroit, Sept. 9. 





With plenty of product still backed 
up here, deals on the new season’s 
product are progressing slowly. Only 
has announced 
lany deals on a block-of-five with the 
general sluggishness attributed to 
the fact that deals haven’t been com- 


First-runs here have come through 


most of the time, several weeks saw 





while two of the houses | 


extending the run of pictures from 
While the town 
is solidly double feature, the general 
good biz permitted the backing up of | 


considerable backlog, now strategic 
on the verge of the new season. An- 
other factor is that the 1940-41 con- 
tracts were signed late in December 
which he wee the accumulation. De- 


tro it is well-off the national pace on 


; some Hernan but the: e eems to 
be no extensive beefing from the 
customers because some pix arrive 
tardy 


‘has completed deals for houses in the 





Last week 20th-Fox announced its 
first block deal with the Co-Opera- | 
tive Theatres of Michigan and the | 
extensive Butterfield chain. It also | 


non-competitive centers. However 
Universal, Columbia and United Ar- 
tists have negotiations underway 
with the Co-ops which have close 
to half the houses in tke Detroit 
area. 





POSTPONE HAYS MEET 


The September meeting of Hays 
office directors probably will be de- 
layed until after the Senate sub- 
committee investigation on ‘warmon- 





gering’ charges. 
Directorate session was scheduled 
for Sept. 13. 





Willkie Scores Probe as Threat 


To Bill of Rights 


and Forerunner 


To Curbing Freedom of Expression 








+ 
{ 
Nye on Warner Washington, Sept. 9. 
Dangerous precedent in the Nye- 
Clark war propaganda resolution 


Washingion, Sept. 9 
Harry M. Warner spiked the 
thought of having an unnamed 
member of the House of Repre- 


sentatives named film censor as 
Joseph I. Breen’s | successor, 
Senator Nye charged today at 


the Senate hearing. 

‘Mr. Warner is alleged to have 
most emphatically told his asso- 
ciates that this particular can- 
didate would not be considered 
for a moment, since he, Mr. War- 
ner, had learned that this can- 
didate had voted against the 
jend-lease bill.’ Nye testified. 
Identity of the legislator was not 
hinted. 


Hays a Witness, 
Hence Couldn't 








Act As Counsel 





Why the film business decided that | 
special counsel should be employed 


to represent it at the Senate’s sub-| 


committee probe into picture indus- 
try warmongering charges was re- | 
vealed in the trade this week. After | 
it became known that the committee | 
was going witnesses | 
from the various picture companies, | 


to subpoena 


it also was learned that the commit- | 
tee was going to dictate their order | 
of appearance. Because Will Hays 
already had volunteered to appear as 
witness, this means that he could not 
act as counsel] for the subpoenaed 
film executives. Picture business 
then decided on Wendell L. Willkie. 

The Senate committee wants the 
film company officials to appear as 


witnesses in the following order: 
Harry M. Warner, Nicholas M. | 
Schenck, Barney Balaban and Darryl 
F. Zanuck. Sidney Kent was not 
called because reported ili, and the 
committee was informed that he 


would have to be excused. 


OF 17 PROPAGANDA’ 
PIX 4 ARE BRITISH 


Of the 17 pictures which the Clark 








Senatorial sub-committee specifically 
charges with being propaganda ve- 
hicles, four are British-made; com- 
| plete list follows: 

Columbia: ‘They Dare Not Love,’ 
‘The Devil Commands,” ‘Men of 
Europe,’ ‘Voice in the Night’ (Brit- 
ish). 

20th-Fox: ‘Four Sons,’ ‘Night 
Train’ (British), ‘Man I Married,’ 
‘Manhunt.’ 

United Artists: ‘Foreig: Corre- 
spondent’ (Wanger), ‘So Ends Our 
Night’ (Loew-Lewin). ‘Great Dic- 
tator’ (Chaplin), ‘Pasto1 Hall’ 
(Roosevelt-British), ‘Blackout,’ nee 


(British). 
‘Mortal Storm.’ 
Sea Raider,’ 


‘Contraband’ 
Metro: ‘Escape,’ 
Paramount: ‘Mystery 

‘One Night in Lisbon.’ 


. 
——. 


2 Warners to Wash. For 
Senate Industry Quiz 








- | 
Hoilywood, Sept. 9. 
Harry M. Warner and his brother, 
Major Albert Warner, left for New 

York. 
From there they move to Washing- | 


|ton for the alleged ‘war-mongering’ 


° . . i 
investigation by the Interstate Com- | 
merce sub-committee. 


| presidential nominee remarked, 


torney 





| was vehen 1ently denounced Monday 

(8) in a letter assuring the Senate 
Interstate Commerce Committee that 
| the film industry will cooperate in 
| producing the ‘cold facts’ about al- 
| leged efforts to fan the war flames 
| in the United States. Speaking for 

the major producers, Wendell L. 
| Willkie warned the isolationists they 
| are undermining the constitution by 
challenging studios’ right to drama- 
tize the democracy-dictatorship 
sue, 

Thinly-veiled counter-accusation 
that the isolationists are ‘anti- 
Semitic’ was interwoven with 
| missions the industry hates Hitler 
/and proposes to do everything pos- 
sible to jolt Americans into greater 
effort to bring about downfall of 
Nazism. Willkie also said flatly there 
is no basis for insinuations that New 
Deal pressure brought about the pro- 
duction of any films dealing with the 
war or the dangers of totalitarian 
ideas. 

Willkie let go with a 2,500-word 


ise 


ad- 





protest, challenging the legality of 
= hearings, soon after Senator D. 
| Worth Clark, the subcommittee 


alge at the objections of 
Fight For Freedom, Inc. Remon- 
strance of the latter crowd is noth- 
| ing but ‘drivel’ from an outfit seek- 
|ing desperately to involve’ the 
United States in a shooting war, the 
Idaho Democrat snorted. Only ob- 
jective of the senate unit is to learn 
the facts, he insisted, and ‘if the in- 
dustry has nothing to conceal it has 
nothing to worry about.’ 
Racial and Political Question 


Willkie moved ‘hesitantly’ to 


| bring into the open at the outset the 


racial and political queetions, be- 
sides raising the issue of fairness. 
Treating the recent St. Louis speech 
of Senator Gerald P. Nye as the 
isolationists’ bill of particulars, he 
also said bluntly the industry is not 
motivated by selfishness in its anti- 
Nazi feelings and not too subtly 
challenged the loyalty of the resclu- 
tion promoters. 

Because there’s nothing else to do, 
the industry will participate in the 
hearing, though the jury looks one- 
sided, Willkie told Chairman Clark. 
Otherwise the mud-slingers would 
give the nation the idea the pro- 
ducers have a guilty conscience. The 
only road open for anybody in such 
a position, the 1940 Republican 
is to 
cited for con- 
and ‘then get 


refuse to testify, be 
tempt of the senate, 
crucified.’ 

Hoping 
cerely wants facts 
doubtful the 
thing more 
Sassination), 
said 
hearings, if 


subcommittee _ sin- 
(but obviously 
inquiry will be any- 
than a character ase 
the majors’ special ate 
there’s no need for 
the senate merely wants 
the industry feels 


toward Hitler and the Nazis. Nor 


the 


ind out how 


onalitie in the bl 
Frankly peers Hitler 

‘The motion industry and 
its executive opposed to the 
Hitler regi in Germany; they 
have watched with horror the de- 
struction of a free life within Ger- 
many and the ruthless invasion of 
other countries by Nazis...We make 
no pretense of friendliness to Nazi 
Germany nor to the objectives and 
goals of this ruthless dictatorship. 
We abhor everything which Hitler 
represents,’ Willkie proclaimed. 

Willkie directly challenged the 
isolationists by asserting that the 
attitude of the film industry is iden- 


picture 
are 
ne 


tical -with the average American’s 
feeling. Pointing up his complaint 
that the proceeding itself is un- 


American and contrary to the spirit 
of the Constitution, he told the 
probers the industry has an ‘unal- 
terable belief in a democratic form 
of government and in the inalienable 
rights of the individual to freedom 
(Continued on page 12) 


; 
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If It’s a Big Pic, Tradeshows Get 
Fair Turnout: Otherwise Still NSG 


Exhibitor disinterest in attend- 
ing tradeshows, which marked the 
earlier screenings in August, appears 
to be continuing. Except for top- 
notch films, highly touted in advance, 
at which attendance has been com- 
paratively good, tradeshows 
throughout the country are creating 
little interest. 

Low point was probably reached 
last week at screenings by RKO of 
a block of its Tim Holt westerns. It 
was admitted at the company’s home 
office that virtually the only one at- 
tending were RKO managers and 
other employes. In New York, 
screening drew two exhibs and two 
tradepaper reviewers. 

Paramount is the next to come up 
with a group of saddle sagas. It 
will screen five of its Harry Sherman 
specials on Sept. 22-24. 

Salesmanagers express themselves 
-as satisfied that there are good turn- 
outs for big pix. They don’t care 
one way or other very much about 
attendance at the lesser features, as 
their sale largely hinges on pulling 
power of the super-dupers. 

‘RAF’ Blitzed "Em 

An evidence of the distinction 
made by exhibs between top and 
lesser product was seen Monday (8) 
at 20th-Fox’s screenings of “Yank in 
the RAF’ and ‘We Go Fast.’ Former 
drew 75 exhibs, with the projection 
room crowded to the door. Less 
than a quarter of the audience re- 





v— 
' 


Maybe Dishes ’Il Help? 


Philadelphia, Sept. 9. 


Attendance at the second 
round of the tradeshowings is 
even worse than the initial 
batch. 


One exchange unveiled one of 
its super-specials last week to 
an audience of three. Two of the 
ganderers were trade press reps. 

The third was the president of 








U.S. COS. HOLD 
FIRM ON MEX 
PIC STRIKE 


After A. L. Pratchett, Paramount’s 
managing director in Mexico, had 
made an official summary of latest 
developments in the Mexican ex- 
change workers’ strike situation to 
foreign chiefs at the Hays office in 
New York Monday (8), general 
sentiment among American foreign 
executives was that there will be no 
retreat from, the unions this time. 








mained for the second pic. 

Sales execs give as a reason for not} 
being purturbed about small attend- | 
ance that those who do come are the | 
important fellows—the circuit buy-| 
ers. They represent many theatres. | 
Many indie exhibs have no need for} 
catching pix far in advance. They 
feel they do better, inasmuch as they 
have plenty of time before clearance 


allows pix to play their houses, to! 


wait until they open in first runs. It 
is easier and more accurate to de- 
pend on business done than on a pre- 
view guess to figure whether you 
want to buy a pic or not. 

There’s a widespread opinion in 
the trade that the companies sig- 
natory to the consent decree are 
chagrined at the small turnouts for 
tradeshows. If top sales execs do 
feek. disappointed, they’re success- 
fully veiling their feelings now, al- 
though they were rather taken aback 
at first. Their idea is that they are 
conforming to the decree and if ex- 
hibs don’t want to take advantage of 
it, it is no one’s loss but their own. 

Sales chiefs have been making ef- 
forts, however, to make it possible to 
have more exhibs see pix in advance 
by allowing salesmen to arrange 
their own screenings in small towns 
far from exchange centers for four, 
five or a dozen exhibs. Number of 
these specially-arranged and _ in- 
formal tradeshows have attracted 
larger quantities of exhibs than the 
regular screenings. 


L.A. to N. Y. 


Eve Arden. 

Lionel Atwill. 
Hal Block. 
Charles Buckley. 
Rosemary Cassidy. 
Helen Craig. 
Gordon B. Daniels. 
Gaile Darlington. 
Harry Hamm. 
Radie Harris. 
June Havoc. 
Wilson Hicks. 
Robert T. Kane. 
Arthur W. Kelly. 
Vie Knight. 
Alexander Korda 
Andy Krappman. 
Harold Landon. 
Richard Marvin. 
Burgess Meredith 
Gabriel Pascal. 
Eddie Peabody. 
George Raft. 
Charles R. Rogers. 
Charles Ruggles. 
William L. Shirer. 
Charles Skouras. 
Hans von Twardoski. 
Albert Warner. 
Harry M. Warner. 


_—_— 


N.Y. to L.A. 


Fred Astaire. 

Annabella. 

Frank Capra. 

Jimmy Durante. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Foy. 
Alexander Korda. 
Raymond Massey. 

George Sidney. 

Arleen Whelan. 





Styike against Metro and Columbia 
was called Sept. 2, and is set ready 
to be called on the other six distribu- 
tors Sept. 17. Meantime, further 


| talks are off as far as American dis- 


tributors are coneerned. It is the 
first exchange worker strike since 
those of 1935 and 1936, when labor 
won at the expense of U. S. distribu- 
tors. Cinemas fear a film famine be- 
cause only a few Mexican and Ar- 
gentina pictures will be available 
after current fresh supply of Ameri- 
can films is exhausted about the end 
of this menth. 

The eight U. S. major distributors 
halted shipments of film to Mexico 
last week, it was revealed at the 
usual Thursday session at the Hays 
office. After the exchange workers’ 
union in Mexico City called a strike 
against Metro and Columbia, the 
other six decided to stop shipping 
additional pictures in order to pre- 
sent a solid front. 





Warner-Saxe Split-Up 
Caused Much Confusion 
But All’s Well Again’ 


Milwaukee, Sept. 9. 

Excitement and confusion subse- 
quent to the recent Warner-Saxe 
split-up and acquisition of the de- 
luxe nabes, Uptown, Garfield and 
Modjeska, as well as various smaller 
houses by the Fox Wisconsin Amus. 
Corp., finally ended Friday (5) with 
the new lessees in complete posses- 
sion. Withdrawal of the Saxe in- 
terests from show business was sup- 
posedly effective Sept. 1, with all 
their houses leased to the Fox chain. 
Warner Bros. reportedly was reluct- 
ant to let go when the time came. 


claiming partnership with Saxe 
people entitled them to more than 
they were getting out of the deal 











tenance men around to the 
| houses changing locks on _ doors. 
| combinations on safes and tickets in 
| magazines and supply rooms. 

Some Warner-Saxe employes had 
been hired by Fox, others were told 
; they were being replaced and most 
of them weren't sure who they were 
working for. Fox tickets were being 
used in some of the houses, Warner 
tickets in others. Manager in one 
house took the receipts to the bank 
and got a cashier’s check for the 
amount made payable to himsel” 
until he could find out who really 
was to get the money. 

Exchanges didn’t know what pic- 
tures to send out or to who, nor who 
to bill them to. Film Service, Inc.. 
which picks up and handles film be- 
tween theatres and exchanges, didn’t 
know what to pick up or where to 
make deliveries, while house man- 
agers made frantic efforts to get in 
the shows they had advertised. Not 
until Friday were difficulties ironed 
out so normal operations could be 
resumed, 





Fox group began sending its main- | 
various | 


Screens Back -to -Back 
For Double Runs in One 
House, New Coast Idea 


Los Angeles, Sept. 9. 

They use the old one-two punch in 
the new two-way film house in Red- 
lands. Strategy is similar to that of 
the pincer campaigns on the Russian 
war front, with simultaneous attacks 
on two boxoffices. Duplex theatre, 
operated by Fox-West Coast, is 
known at the main entrance as the 
| Redlands and on the right flank as 
the Grove. 

Originally it was a single theatre, 
seating 1,500 and devoted to first 
runs. Charles P. Skouras, prez of 





a women’s club. | F-we, wanted a second-run habitat 


in that vicinity but could not get any 
ef the real estaters to listen to rea- 
son. The result is a two-in-one 
house, with the second-run audi- 
ences facing east backstage while the 
first-run customers are facing south, 
totally unconscious of each other. 


The Redlands, like most big pic- 
ture theatres, was built with a deep 
stage. The stage, behind the screen, 
was blocked off by a concrete par- 
tition and one of the side walls be- 
came the screen for the minor league 
house-within-a-house, seating 342 on 
the main floor and 140 in the bal- 
cony. 

With land costs and rentals soar- 
ing in Southern California, Skouras 
is figuring on doubling up more of 
his first-run theatres, all built with 
plenty of room for a secondary 
house backstage. 


POTTER TOPS 
INDIE CHAIN 





Minneapolis, Sept. 9. 

Merle Potter, oldest local drama 
and film editor in point of service, 
has resigned from the Times to be- 
come general manager of the Ben- 
nie Berger circuit of 10 theatres, one 
of territory’s largest and most suc- 
cessful independent chains. His suc- 
cessor on the Times has not been 
named yet. 


Potter, who was 4 practicing at- 
torney before he started newspaper 
work, had been drama and film edi- 
tor of the journal for 12 years be- 
fore its consolidation with the Star. 
For the past three years he has held 
a similar post on the Times. 


Two years ago he attracted at- 
tention nationally by playing the 
role of Jeeter Lester in “Tobacco 
Road’ for five minutes in the first 
act after John Barton, supposedly 
angry because of an adverse re- 
view, had ‘dared’ him to show how 
the part should be acted. 

Potter also won sOme prominence 
in consequence of three national 
polls of pix critics conducted by 
him for the Journat to determine 
the year’s best pictures and actors. 
With Berger he assumes a post for- 
merly occupied by Ben Ashe, who 
resigned more than a year ago. After 
Ashe’s departures Berger himself 
took on the duties which he now 
turns over to Potter. 


Studio White Collars 


Granted Wage Demands; 
Strike Threat Passes 


Hollywood, Sept. 9. 

Strike of Screen Office Employees 
Guild went by the boards last Friday 
night (6) when conditional acceptance 
|of producers’ contract proposals was 
voted 3 to 1. All Guild wage de- 
mands were met. Conditions accept- 
able to the 700 members included 
clasification of members, minimum 
calls and mileage and setting up of 
joint classification and grievance 
committee. 

Wage scale provided in the con- 
tract starts at $19.50 for messengers 
with a ceiling at $7450 for other 
workers. SOEG also won 100% 
Guild shop, vacations and sick leave 
with pay, severance pay, leaves of 
absence and a promotion clause. 


Morros’ New Deals? 


Borris Morros, with but one more 
to make for Paramount, an O. Henry 
story, arrived in New York yester- 
day (Tues.) to talk new deals. 

Among them, 20th-Fox is a pos- 
sibility. 























Roscoe's Bark Bad Enough 


Stickup men grow mute under a 


sors two words, ‘Reach, Buddy,’ 
firm, ‘Down Mexico Way,’ at Republic. 


as ‘too indicative of gunplay,’ the 


Hollywood, Sept. 9. 
new edict by the Hays office, which 
from the dialog in the Gene Autry 
While the words are deleted 
stickup is permitted to jab his ros- 


cos into the stick-upee’s bosom, thereby causing him to reach auto- 


matically for something that isn’t 


up there. The idea is that the au- 


dience will get the idea without words. 
Another expression was ordered out of another Republic picture, 


‘Sailor Be Good.’ 


Mays office banned all reference to ‘Good Humor 


Man,’ lest it be construed as a gommercial ad. 





Se 








Too Much Contractual Red-Tape: 





Decree Selling Irks Distribs 


Pascal Leaves UA 


Gabriel Pascal has pulled away 
from United Artists as a producer. 

Deal calling for his release from 
UA as a distributor is reported in 
N. Y. to have been finalized. 


ALLIED TELLS 
MEMBERS TO 
STALL BUYS 


Philadelphia, Sept. 9. 

The Allied National Convention 
committee last week advised all Al- 
lied members to hold back any buy- 
ing commitments until after the con- 
vention which opens here next Tues- 
day (16). ‘Exhibitors should wait 
for the information which the con- 
vention will undoubted!y disclose be+ 
fore making irrevocable business de- 
cisions,’ wrote Sidney E. Samuelson, 
general convention chairman. 

Among the chief topics to be dis 
cussed will be the setting up of a 
national liaison committee for better 
relations between exhibitor and dis- 
tributor, which Samuelson declared 
had the approval of Allied leaders. 
Another ‘burning question’ on the 
parley’s agenda is the alleged ‘non- 
delivery’ of features promised for the 
1940-41 season. 

Also to be discussed are forthcom- 
ing taxes, the effect of the consent 
decree, how arbitration is working in 
different territories and kindred sub- 
jects. Reservations for the conclave 
have come from exhibs in non-Allied 
as well as Allied territory, Samuel- 
son said. 














Probe Hollywood’s 
Protests on Fees 
For Pix ‘Locations’ 


Washington, Sept. 9. 
Funds to finance a 
inquiry into Secretary of the Interior 
Harold L. Ickes’ right to soak film 


long-desired 


units for shooting on public lands | 


were voted by the Senate Monday 
(8), clearing the way of the Senate 
Public Lands Committee. Investiga- 
tion was authorized many months 
ago but the cash was not forthcom- 
ing. 

Pat McCarran 


Senator of Nevada, 


the solons will hear the complaints ! 


of Hollywood studios which a cou- 
ple of years ago told Ickes they 
would not be hijacked 


tering the national parks and other 
preserves under his 
During the _ intervening 
Hollywood directors have 
other spots for exteriors, to the 
grief of merchants, hotelmen and 
others who had been accustomed to 
building up bank accounts from the 
remuneration for catering to the 
Hollywood visitors. 

The Ickes ultimatum was based on 
contention that extra chores were 
imposed on the National Park Serv- 
ice and it was improper for the film 
companies, as they were wont to do 
in the pre-New Deal days, to make 
‘presents’ to public hirelings who 
helped them along. Ickes’ reform 
backfired, producing a barrage of 
mail to western Congressmen from 
the voters who were deprived of the 
easy film money. 

No plans 
launching the investigation, for the 
resolution has been sleeping so long 
it was almost forgotten. 


months, 
picked 


With the $10,000 requested by} 


into paying | 
several hundred dollars daily for en- 


jurisdiction. | 


have been made for | 


Minneapolis, Sept. 9, 


The consent decree selling plan ig 
making near nervous wrecks of somé 
of the branch district managers here, 
it appears. The system virtually hag 
swamped them with work. For the 
first time they’re buried under huge 
piles of contracts all of which they 
must give the once-over and approve 
or disapprove, And the worst part 
of it, it’s pointed out, is that there 
is no end in sight. Selling of the 
second group kas gotten under way 
before the first contracts are out of 
the way, and these additional deals 
are coming in. But, what’s worse, 
the boys also point out, the process 
will be repeated almost ad infinitum, 


All of the branch managers like to 
do business, of course, but there’g 
plenty of squawking about the ade 
ditional heavy work heaped on their 
shoulders and a doubt is expressed 
in trade circles as to whether they’il 
be able to continue to handle their 
assignment in the old way—that is, 
going over every contract individu- 
ally. 

Before the consent decree, there'd 
be in most instances a single contract 
|covering an entire deal for one ex- 
| hibitor, and these contracts would 
dribble in, it’s pointed out. Now 
| there'll be from five to eight or more 
| contracts for each theatre owner 
}and the branch or district manager, 
,Or both, has to approve every one 
|before forwarding it to the home- 
loffice for the final okeh. 

As for the salesmen under the new 
|selling plan, M. A, Levy, 20th-Fox 
| district manager here, believes that 
| it will become necessary to double 
| present forces. Whereas a salesman 
|formerly handled approximately 76 
| possibilities before, now he can’t 
‘handle more than 40, and possibly 
;not in excess of 25, efficiently, Levy 
fears. 





| JIM CAIN’S PLOT THEFT 
SUIT VS. UNIVERSAL 


Los Angeles, Sept. 9. 

Copyright infringement suit against 
Universal and John M. Stahl, pro- 
ducer, was filed here by James M. 
Cain, author of ‘Serenade,’ who ask$ 
an injunction impounding prints 
and negative of the picture, ‘When 
Tomorrow Comes,’ Charles Boyere 
Irene Dunne starrer produced by 
Stahl for Universal in 1939. 

Cain charges the picture contains 
ideas taken from his novel, pub- 
|lished in 1937." He demands dam- 
lages, accounting of profits, and 
costs. 





Studio Contracts 








Hollywood, Sept. 9. 

Henry O’Neill’s player option lifted 
by Metro. 

Kay Harris drew player 
at Columbia. 

Michael Gordon, dialog director at 
|Columbia, stays for another option 
term. 

George Meeker inked player pact 
at Warners. 

William Cabanne’s acting option 
lifted by Paramount. 

Don Phillips drew acting ticket at 
Warners. 

Albert Mannheimer contracted as 
writer by Metro. 

William Lundigan pacted by Metro. 

Hugo Butler joined Metro’s writer 
staff. 

Mikhail Rasumny signed for char- 
acter roles by Paramount. 

Richard Travis drew an option lift 
at Warners. 

Michael Ames’ player 
picked up by Warners. 

Don Beddoe’s pact renewed by 
Columbia. 
_Dale Evans shifted from radio 
singing to player contract at 20th- 

ox. 


renewal 


option 
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Screen Guilds Council (N.Y.) Moves 
To Ally With ClO; First Attempt 
To Buck AFL's Pix Dominance 


vv 








First crack by the CIO into the 
formidably solid American Federa- 
tion of Labor wall that surrounds all 
show business is seen in decision of 
the Screen Guilds Council of New 
York to join up with the CIO. SGC 
ie a central body made up of reps of 
&ereen Publicists, Screen Readers 
and office employees of Warners, 
Metro, Paramount, Columbia and 
Oth-Fox. Its only power is 
f° make recommendations to the 
member groups, but little doubt is | 
geen that they will favor the CIO 
affiliation. They ‘are not now affili- 
ated with any general labor organi- 
gation. 

CIO has at various times made ef- 
forts to break into show biz, but 
without avail. There was a particu- 
larly strong try a couple years ago 
in Hollywood. It was to no avail, 
however, stacked up against such 
gtaunch, old-line AFL outfits as the 
American Federation of Musicians, | 
teamsters’ union, Associated Actors 
end Artistes of America (which 
takes in Equity, Screen Actors Guild | 
and virtually all other actor groups), | 
nd the International Alliance of 

eatrical Stage Employees (stage- 
hands and Hollywood -painters, car- 
penters and other craft unions). 

Many of the Hollywood guilds 
(Screen Writers, Screen Directors, 
etc.) are unaffiliated. Although there 
have been indications that they lean 
to the CIO rather than the AFL, they 
have elected in most cases to remain 
{ndependent rather than to get 
taught in a pincer play with the, 
strong AFL forces. Thus it appears 
that, although the CIO will be get- 
ting a foothold in show business via 
the recent New York action, it won't 
méan much for a long time. 

Comparison of affiliation with the 
AFL and affiliation with the CIO 
was made by Joseph Gould, SPG, | 
rez, to the SGC, resulting in the 
Sttowine recommendations being 
unanimously adopted: 

1. It is necessary, to both the 
continued organization and suc- 
cessful collective bargaining of 
the member unions of the Screen 
Guild Council, that they effect 
an affiliation with a national la- 
bor organization. 

2. It is proposed that the affili- 
ation be made with the Congress 
of Industrial Organizations, which 
body this report finds of greater 
advantage to our objectives than 
it finds the American Federation 


' 





of Office Employees (AFL) on 
three counts: (a) trade union 
strength, (b) trade union de- 


mocracy and (c) honest and pro- 
gressive union principles. 


BRYAN FOY STILL Ss 
BETWEEN OFFERS 


Bryan Foy is strictly between of- 
fers and up until last night (Tues.) 
he was undecided whether to accept 
an RKO studio production berth, or 
listen to others. The ex-Warnet 
Bros. ‘Keeper of the Bs,’ as he got 
to be known in the trade, can go 
into RKO in charge of production 
under v.p. Joe Breen but he has 
Other attractive bids. 

East with his wife on business and | 

leasure, since his departure from | 

. where he had three more years | 
to go, he has been huddling with his 
attorney, Bill Jaffe. 


Bioff’s N.Y. Trial First; | 
Coast Case Up Nov. 17 


Hollywood. Sept. 9. 
Income tax trial of Willie Bioff 








Was oontinued here until Nov. 17.) 
Indictment charges he eyaded | 
payment of $85,900 on incomé@ re- | 


turns, . 
He and George E. Browne, both 
IATSE labor leaders, must stand 
trial first in New York on extortion 
charges, 


4 


| Warner and Hal B. Wallis are taking 
| personal charge of all feature pro- 


| demand. 


| pany 


| still be Alexander Korda—is due to 


| of $2 per share will be made Oct. 


| class 


| of 60c. 


Riding High 


Hollywood, Sept. 9. 
George Montgomery, who broke 
in as a cowboy, draws the top 
male role opposite Alice Faye 
in ‘My Gal Sal’ at 20th-Fox, 
with Robert Bassler in charge of 
production. 
Move is in keeping with the 
studio’s campaign to build the 
former cowpoke into a star. 


WARNER-WALLT 
‘A’ FILMS ONLY 


Hollywood, Sept. 9. 
No more ‘B’ pictures is the dictum 
at the Warners studio where Jack L. 











duction in the future, eliminating the 
necessity of an executive producer 


on hitherto lower-bracket films. 
Shift in the production setup is 
the result of the new policy to 


operate under the consent decree. 
Survey of the distribution field, com- 
pany execs declared, indicates the 
advisibility of selling pictures in-|} 
dividually and of producing high} 
grade films to meet the individual | 


This coincides with Bryan Foy’s 
imminent departure from the com- 
and hookup with another 
studio. 


RODGERS SWAPPED M-G 
V.P. FOR PREZ OF UA? 


Believed to be in return for his 
decision to remain with Metro in|} 
charge of distribution, turning down 
an offer to head United Artists, Wil- | 
liam F. Rodgers has been elected a 
vice president of Loew’s. Action was 
taken at a meeting of the board dur- 
ing the past week. 

At present in Chicago on film 
deals, Rodgers is due back in a week 
or so, although there is a chance he 
may shift plans and go to the Coast 
for a quickie before getting back. 

Incidentally, a UA prez—it may 











be selected this week. 


U AND PAR DIVVYS 


U First Pfd. Pays Another $2 Quar- 
terly—Par’s 65c to Date 








Ur 


anot 


liversal directors last week paid 


ier $2 dividend on its first | 


preferred shares, thereby plainly ia 


dicating the intention of making the 


regular $8 annual payments on this | 


stock. This is the annual rate, but | 
had not been paid for a number of | 
The $2 divvy is the second 
Universal has declared on 


these 
shares this year. New distribution | 


i 
| 


years. 


1, to stock on record, Sept. 25. 


Action of Paramount directorate in 
declaring 25c dividend on its com- 
mon stock last week made 65c de- 
clared or payable this year on this | 
of shares. It also placed the 
common in a more favorable posi- 
tion on dividends than the second 
preferred, which has an annual rate 
Par directors also declared 
the regular quarterly divvy of $1.50 
on its first preferred and the regular 
quarterly of 15c on the second pre- 
ferred. All dividends will be paid 
Oct. 1 to common shareholders on 
record, Sept. 12, and _ preferred 
stockholders on record, Sept. 
Company alréady has paid 40c on 
the common stock this year. 





15. | 


ithat operates a chain 


WINGS COAST PAY 
DEALS FROM EAST 


10,000 Studio Technicians 
Affected By IATSE Nego- 
tiations Through Leader's 
Action, Despite Opposition 
By Rank-and-File 





SEPT. 20 PARLEYS 





Hollywood, Sept. 9. 

Willie Bioff has again horned into 
the picture to swing new wage deals 
for 10,000 studio technicians, despite 
the strong opposition by the rank 
and file. The labor leader, now in 
New York to face trial on extortion 
charges, phoned the studio locals and 
producers from there that negotia- 
tions were being handled back east, 
implying that the International of 
the IATSE will make deals with the 
studios. Union heads here were ad- 
vised that Sept. 20 was set as the 
tentative date for wage parleys to 


open, and instructed to send dele- 
gates. 


Hint is dropped that the IA may 
re-enter the studio basic agreement 
which now includes musicians among 
other new crafts. Although most lo- 
cals are opposed to International's 
intercession, it’s indicated they will 
go along rather than arouse dis- 
pleasure of the brasshats to a point 
possibly of losing their charter if too 
insistent on making their own deals, 
as provided under home rule granted 
a year ago. 


Laboratory Technicians, which re- | 


cently concluded its own deal with 
the majors, adopted a resolution op- 
posing the entry into the basic agree- 
ment. Understood the producers 
told them that negotiations had been 
moved east by unanimous consent of 
the locals, 

Studio union heads claim they were 
told to comply, or else. Several | 
memberships rebelled point-blank, | 
stating they don’t want deals made 
for them by Bioff, now under indict- 
ment for extorting huge sums from 
companies with whom he would have 
to negotiate. 


The Department of Justice and 
FBI are keeping posted on develop- | 
ments. 


Colbert-McCrea-er 
Hollywood, Sept. 9. 
Claudette Colbert and Joel Mc- 
Crea are slated for co-starring spots 
in the next Preston Sturges picture 
at Paramount. 


Still untitled, 
start Oct. 10. 


the film is dated to 


| will speak for the cartoonists, 


OTE CON 


TROL 





Ist Wash. Win in Years Celebrated 


By Show Biz in Quashing Tax Boost: 


y to Victory 





Higher Larnin’ 





Hollywood, Sept. 9. 

Cultural season resumed after 
the summer vacation at Colum- 
bia with Maxie Rosenbloom ma- 
triculating as an academic star 
in ‘Harvard, Here I Come,’ under 
professorial direction of Lew 
Landers. 

Marie Wilson adds a touch of 
higher education to the cast. 


DISNEY -GUILD 
PEACE UP T0 D.C. 


Hollywood, Sept. 9. 


Mediation of Screen Cartoonists 
Guild’s labor troubles with the Walt 
Disney Studios will be accomplished 
in Washington, provided certain con- 
ditions are met by the studio execs. 
Guild leaders accepted the offer to 
iron out the layoff dispute at the 
national capital with one proviso, not 
| revealed, but understood to depend 

on the payment of retroactive wages 
|to several hundred Disney workers, 
|Gunther Lessing, v.p. and attorney 
| for the studio, declared the employer 














| outfit is willing to arbitrate in Wash- 


| ington. 

| John R. Steelman, director of the 
| Labor Dept. Conciliator Service, 
|sent invitations to both sides in the 
controversy. He explained that a 
|settlement couid be expedited if 
|committees representing the Guild 
and the Disney studio were to meet 


|}in the Conciliation offices. In case 





ithe meeting is held, William Pom- | 


official 
and 
William Garity and a fellow repre- 
sentative will uphold the contentions 
of the studio. 

SCG, at its latest meeting, voted a 
token of esteem to Herb Sorrell, 
b:\ ness representative of the 
ers, for his help in the recent strike 
He was made life member of the 
Cartoonists Guild. 


Sisk Will Find Time 


|erance and another Guild 


a 


Holiywood, Sept. 9 
| Robert Sisk will produce ‘No 
'Time for Love,’ co-starring Fred 


| MacMurray and Susan Hayward at 

| Paramount. 

| Comedy, based on a tale by Rob- 

|ert Lees and Fred Rinaldo, is being 
polished into film form by the same 

i duo. 





Admish in Beef Against Loew's 


— 


St. Louis, Sept. 9 

Louis Sosna, Mexico, Mo., exhib 
last week told Fred Y. Armstrong, 
AAA arbitrator hearing Sosna’s beef 
against Loew’s, Inc., for refusing to 
supply to him with screen fodder, 
that he made money on a 5c admish. 
In fact, 
more coin on the low 
when he had a 15c and 
in effect in the evening. 
go into detail of how he achieved 
the profit and he wasn’t asked to 


explain the unusual situation. | 
Sosna charged that Loew’s, Inc., | 
also pulled films from his house, 


but John Quinn, head of the local | 


M-G branch, said that occurred when 


Sosna showed the films at a price! 


below in the con- 


tract. 


that stipulated 
Quinn insisted that he 


that he 
Amus 
of 


denied 
Frisina 


and also 
league with 


was 
Circuirt 
in 


nhouUses 


Sosna asserted he made} 
scale than| 
20c scale | 
He didn’t | 


had | 
not discriminated against the exhib | 
in | 


| Missouri, Iowa and Illinois to freeze 
Sosna out of business. 
charged. 


as was 


William Feldstein, Springfield, I1., | 


| Small Town Tradeshows 


associated with the Frisina circuit 
which intervened in behalf of the 
defendant, also denied that his cir- 


out of business when it purchased 
two opposition houses, both of which 


Sosna’s place, after Sosna had re- 
lighted his theatre. 
None of the litigants 


was rep- 


ing that lasted all day Thursday (4). 


|} across the tables became bitter at 
| the litigants separated. 
is expected to be handed down with- 
in 30 days. 


reinstated after he had withdrawn 
a similar one filed last spring, asked 
for ‘some relief.’ 


Legit, Film Groups Ke 





To the great surprise of show biz 
a provision in the new federal tax 
bill which would have jumped the 
admissions tax from 10% to 15%, 
was deleted by the Senate last 
week. It was the first favorable 
gesture to show business in Wash- 
ington in many years and its first 
major legislative victory within 
memory. Few except those in the 
all-inclusive theatre delegation sent 
to the capital had any hope that its 
mission would be successful. Tax 
suggestion was part of emergency 
$3,500,000,000 revenue bill. 

While the knockout of the addi- 
tional 5% pertains to all tickets of 
admission, the move that won the 
Senate’s nod was made by people 
strictly or mostly concerned with 
legit and pix. The caliber of the 
men who appealed to the law mak- 
ers stood out and their mission was 
accomplished within a few hours. 

Last Thursday (4), Senator Robert 
M. La Follette, speaking from the 
floor, favored the deletion of the ad- 
ditional 5%, and his colleagues as- 
sented without discussion, the pres- 
ent 10% levy being retained but ap- 
plicable to tickets of admission from 
10c upward. Senate thereby over- 
rode its finance committee’s proposal. 
The committee did not single out 
show business, but when ways and 
means to raise more money were 





| being considered, it was a sort of 
| grabbag, with all manner of goods 
or industries mulled. 

Up to now there has been no tax 


{on tickets priced less than 21c. 


{ 
| Washington 


| quickly decided. 


Best Method 
When the legit delegation reached 
the best method of 
reaching the proper authorities was 
It was known that 
an appeal to the committee was use- 


| less, so the case of show business 


| 


Paint- | 


Indie Avers He Makes Money on 5c a 


cuit had any idea of forcing Sosna | 


have larger seating capacities than | 


resented by attorneys in the hear- | 
The accusations that were hurled | 


times but arbirator Armstrong kept | 
A decision | 


Sosna’s beef, which was | 


was placed before La Follette. He 
immediately sided with the visitors, 
promising to bring the issue on the 
floor unless some untoward incident 
(Continued on page 14) 





-RUNYON PRODUCES OWN 


NITERY YARN AT RKO 


Hollywood, Sept. 9. 
First job for Damon Runyon un- 
der his new producer contract at 
RKO is ‘Little Pinks,’ a nitery story 
of his own. 
Runyon checks in Sept 
work 


15 to start 


‘Margin for Error’ For 


Lubitsch at 20th-Fox 


Hollywood, Sept. 9. 
Lubitsch draws ‘Margin for 
Error,’ Cl Boothe’s anti-D} 
melodrama an addition to 
20th-Fox production slate. Play cost 
$80,000 six months ago. 

‘Error’ is third on the 
list, following “To Be Or Not to 
Be,’ for United Artists, and ‘Broad- 
way Cinderella,’ for the Westwood 
studio. 


Jazi 


hi: 


Ss 


are 


as 


< 


Lubitsch 





Get Big Exhib Turnout 


Detroit, Sept. 9. 


Getting away from the exchange 
centers, Pararncunt got the biggest 
attendance in the state at a tradee 
showing in the small town of Pru- 
denville. Fifty-three exhibitors from 
up-state showed up for ‘Hold Back 
the Dawn’ and ‘Nothing But the 
Truth,’ with salesman Jack Thomp- 
son handling the job for the exhibs 
who rarely come in to Detroit. 

Company will continue to stage 
the small-town showings for the re- 
mote exhibitors who don’t want to 
take the cash or time to travel to the 


'big city. 
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VARIETY 
Miniature Reviews 


friendly enemy cut who are soft on 
the same girl, a waitress in a road- 


8 FILM REVIEWS 
A YANK IN THE R.A.F. | will generate hefty eee 


| Picture carries 





$1,000 bet on a horse from a gang- 
ster (Leonard) and then can’t pay 











No more timely production has hit | 
the release channels in several years 
than this picturization of a _ topic 
getting current headline attention 
and close public interest. Combo of 
title, subject, Tyrone Power’s mar- 
quee voltage and general presenta- 
tion assures ‘A Yank in the R. A. F,’ 
hefty grosses and key holdovers. 

Picture neatly mixes the adven- 
tures of cocky and carefree Power, 
former airline pilot, with the inner 
workings and flights of the RAF 
squadrons during the hectic times of 
the German blitz against the Low 
countries and France a year ago. 
Producer Zanuck (who also authored 
the original as ‘Melville Crossman’) 
sidestepped overloading the picture 
with flying sequences and bombing 
expeditions; and, in keeping the air 
shots to a minimum, avoided repeti- 
tion of familiar material in previous 
films which would have slowed the 
zippy pace considerably. 

Air formations, RAF flying fields 
and maneuvers during bombing ex- 
cursions, were photographed in Eng- 
land and are currently informative 
the American audiences. The evacua- 
tion of Dunkirk, with RAF fighter 
planes appearing to protect the ac- 
tion, and swarming through the 
skies like bees, is decidedly suspense- 
ful in its brief presentation. 

In flying a training ship to Canada, 
Power enlists as pilot to ferry 
bombers to England. On his first 
trip, he meets former sweetheart, 
Betty Grable, a Texas girl perform- 
ing in a night club and member of 
the ambulance reserve. Power pur- 
sues his former attention, and en- 
lists in the RAF for fighter duty. 
He’s bored with the necessary in- 
struetion course, and disappointed in 
his first leaflet-dropping flight over 





| provides solid comedy in several se- 





Berlin. After extensive footage to 
unfold the romantic affairs of the 
pair, with wing commander John 
Sutton edging in to make it a tri- 
angle, story zooms into the air again 
for bombing raids, a pancake land- 
ing in Holland amidst the invading 
Germans, escape and the finale ex- 
citement of the Dunkirk evacuation. 


Power clicks solidly as the happy- | Jenny sull 


go-lucky American pilot sure of his 
abilities with both planes 
women, 
lightly nonchalent attitude 


will catch wide audience attention. 


Miss Grable grooves excellently as | 
the girl who fully realizes Power’s | > : : 
| medium-rater, it will get itself talked 


inconsistencies, breaks 


down, 


but finally 
Sutton commands 


member of the triangle, while Regin- 
ald Gardiner provides a wealth of 
spontaneous comedy which neatly 
dovetails into the overall. Lesser 
supporting roles are competently 
cast. 


Henry King, aided by a cracker- | 
jack script by Darrell Ware and Karl | 


Tunberg, and exceptionally fine 
editing by Barbara McLean, directs 
to keep up a consistently fast pace 
for maximum audience interest. Two 
songs by Leo Robin and Ralph 


Rainger, ‘Hi-Ya Love’ and ‘Another | 


Little Dream Won’t Do Us Any 
Harm,’ are tuneful numbers that aim 
for pop attention. Miss Grable ably 
delivers the pair in night club se- 
quences, Photography by Leon 
Shamroy is uniformly excellent. 


SKYLARK 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
' adil 


Paramount release of Mark §s h pro 
uction, Stars ‘ idette Colbert, Ra 
f lland, Brian Aherne, Directed by Sand- 
rich Screenplay by Allan Scott, adapte | 
by Z. Myers, based on play and novel b 


produced by John 


Samson Raphaelson (play 
Golden): 


camera, Charles Lang, Jr.; edi- 
tor, LeRoy Stone; Asst. director, Mel Ep- 
stein. Tradeshown at Ambassador the- 
atre, Sept. 4, ‘41, Running time, 92 
MINS, 
BayGih WORVOR: «cass. 6s 5h Claudette Colbert 
Tonys Kenyon..... ee ey PP eS Ray Milland 
wie: BIGGS. 4. oe ccc eoveesees- Brian Aherne 
Myrtle Vantine...... eceesss- Binnie Barnes 
George Gorell.......... ecoes-s. Walter Abel 


Frederick Valentine... 
Charlotte Gorell......... 


--Grant Mitchell 
oe-....Mona Barrie 


co) ie eoceees-Ernest Cossart 
Ned Franklin....... ecoeces..James Rennie 
Jew2lry Clerk.......ceee++..Leonard Mudie 
Beery Individuai........... Warren Hymer 
Little Individual........ Hobart Cavanaugh 
Scholarly Individual....... Edward Fielding 
Long-haired Individual....... Leon Belasco 
ee eee --.-Lrving Bacon 





Posing the problem of a wife who 
finds—on their fifth wedding anni- 
versary—that her husband is ab- 
sorbed in business and taking his 
marital relations for granted, ‘Sky- 


lark’ proceeds to develop a sparkling | 


farce which will catch wide audience 
attention. Picture is ‘A’ calibre for 
solo or billtopping spots, where it 





and | 
He handles the role with a | 
which | 


Tiny Barlow.........seeee.--dackie Cooper 
Joan Winslow...ececcccees Susanna Foster 
A, J. Colder. ..ces saudogeresess WA AD 
Billy Doran. .cccocsceses Darryl Hickman 
BrORGR TOO... 6 c60ctieoesiiccrs se UR Gillie 
POOR BGR. iccncesseso< William Demarest 
FERNE TANGO. 606005500000 William Wright 
re ee Katherine Booth 
Georgie ClCMONS...cccceeeee.- Jackie Scark 
a Re ee .es-Norma Varden 
Mickey Fredden....cccce eee John Gallaudet 

VAN. ccccccccscces Edith Meiser 
Miss Trev seccceoceses» Olive Binkeney 
| Peeled, * Barri®.-sciccsacs - Josephine Whittell 
Man. “9 ve ; Jack Chapin 


atiention | 
for his sterling portrayal of the third | 


1 . 7 i 
|cussing the problem, and suggests a | 
|remake of 





the business-absorbed advertising ex- 
ecutive: Brian Aherne catches atten- 
tion as the suave ‘other man’; while 
support is particularly strong with 
peformances of Binnie Barnes, Wal- 
ter Abel, Mona Barrie, Grant Mit- 
chell and Ernest Cossart. Abel, as 
the perpetual drunk pal of Milland, 


quences, displaying abilities as a 
comedian previously overlooked by 
film producers. 

Fifth anniversary of the couple 
finds Milland so immersed in busi- 
ness that the wife is an easy target 
for the romantic approaches of 
Aherne. When the husband lies that 
he has resigned his job in an en- 
deavor to patch up a marital quar- 
rel, Miss Colbert discovers the du- 
plicity, there’s a splitup and a Reno 
divorce follows. From there on, it’s 
smartly-concocted by-play among 
the three principals, with both Mil- 
land and Aherne pressing their 
claims for Miss Colbert’s attention. 
A stormy sailboat trip with Aherne [f 
settles the question, with the wife 
flying southward to join Milland on 
a South American tour. 


Production carries advantages of 
top mounting in all technical de- 


partments, with camera work by 
Charles Lang, Jr., particularly fine. 
Walt. 


GLAMOUR BOY 


(WITH SONGS) 
Paramount release of Colbert 
!) production 
Cooper, Susann@ Foster, 
Darryl Hickman. 
phy Original 


Clark (Sol 
Features Jackie 
Walter Abel and 
Directed by talph Mur- 
creenplay by Bradford 
and Val Burton; additional dialog 
Hugh Herbert. Songs, Vietor 
zinger and Frank Loesser. Camera, 
Dan Fapp; film editor, William Shea, Pre- 
viewed (TRADESHOW) at Normandie 
theatre. N. Y., Sept. 8, °41. Running 
time, 79 MINS, 


I 
rn 


topes 
by F, 
Scher 





This is one of the happiest ‘idea’ | 
films turned out by Hollywood in a 
long time. Obviously designed as a 


about p'enty, and should make a 


substantial contribution in a sec- 
ondary role on any bill. Although 
by no means necessary, those with 
any knowledge of Hollywood will 
get a particuler kick out of the gen- 


tle kidding of the film colony. It’s | 
a milder pole than the same studio 
recently tock in ‘World Premiere.’ 
Tricky punch that will cause talk | 
is Jackie Coover, now 18, looking at | 
lengihy tuences on the screen of | 
‘Skippy,’ th Par film in which 
Coore> starred as a kid of eight. It | 
will be recalled as a top grosser of ; 
the early ‘302. Cooper, grown up, 
looking at Cooner. the mopnet, holds | 


a wallon even for the initiated, and 
especially in the keen way that Brad 
Rope end Vel Burton have con- 
trived their plot. 

Yarn finds the young player cast 
as a has-been at 18, a soda jerker in | 
}a Hollywood drug store. Same studio 
for which he starred has a new tot, 
Darryl Hickman, for whom it can’t 
find suitable story material. Cooper | 


overhears producer Walter Abel dis- 


‘Skippy.’ Abel goes for | 
the idea and employs Cooper to | 
|coach little Darryl. In the process 
he uses scenes from the original pic- 
ture to show the kid how the part 
| Should be played. 

Rest of the story builds up a ro- 
|mantic interest between Cooper and 
|}Susanna Foster, cast as a young 
|player on the lot. Cooper himself 
| gets an important role, but compli- 
| cations cause him to leave Miss Fos- 
| ter and Hollywood, only to find litile 
| Darryl in the back seat of his car 
playing a cupid to fuse the Cooper- 
Foster romance. 

Another angle is the casting of 
Jackie Searle, who was the little 
tattle-tale in ‘Skippy,’ as the heavy 
here. The repetition of the meanie 
role 10 years later earns a_ solid 
laugh. Aside from these tricks, how- 
ever, the film has a load of funny 


money. 


‘Great Guns’ (20th). Pretty 


gocd laugh- getter starring 
Laurel and Hardy. Good tak- 
ings. 


‘Ladies in Retirement’ (Col). 
Sombre tale of a murderess and 
her half-insane sisters; for criti- 
cal attention, but dubious b.o. 

‘Man At Large’ (20th). Hastily- 
concocted spy meller, poor filler 
fodder for the duals. 

‘Sing Another Chorus’ (U) 
(Musical). Fair entertainment 
for dual support. 

‘Three Sons O’Guns’ (WB). 
B-comedy programmer, best 
fitted for twinners, with Wayne 
Morris and Majorie Rambeau. 

‘Last of the Duanes’ (20th). 
Fourth remake of Zane Grey 
western lacks sustained action 
punch, but dual filler material. 

‘Mexican Spitfire’s Baby’ 
(RKO). Mild secondary comedy 
with Leon Errol and Lupe Velez. 


‘Badlands of Dakota’ (U). 
Meller of pioneer days that’s 


geared for surprise business. 

‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO) (Songs). 
A western with action in the 
Tim Holt series. Will satisfy, and 
songs Okay, too. 


‘Arizona Bound’ (Mono). New 
western series launched with 
Buck Jones, Tim McCoy, Ray- 
mond Hatton. Okay. 

‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO). 
Third in 1941-42 series of Tim 
Holt westerns; above par in this 
group. 

‘Rcturn of Daniel Boone’ (Col). 
Might almost never have re- 
turned; weak westerner. 

‘The Bandit Trail’ (RKO). 


Unimpressive item on the Tim 
Holt western list. 

‘Gambling Daughters’ (PRC). 
Cecilia Parker and Roger Pryor 
in mystery story. Fairish dualer. 

‘Lone Rider in Ghost Town’ 
(PRC) (Songs). A George Hous- 
ton western. Fair. 

‘Soviet Power’ (Russian Made). 
Outright propaganda document- 
ary is overlong and soap-boxy. 














las the 





dialog (partially from the typewriter 
of F. Hugh Herbert), a lot of action, | 
quite a bit of suspense, and moves | 
at a humdinger pace under the light- ! 





hearted direction of Ralph Murphy. 

Casting is first rate all the way, 
topped by the work of Cooper, young 
Hickman and Miss Foster. Latter 
shows a superb voice in warbling 
‘Love Is Such an Old-Fashioned 


| Thing’ and ‘Magic of Magnolias,’ lis- 


tenable tunes by Victor Schertzinger 
and Frank Loesser, and Verdi’s ‘Sem- 


| pre Libera,’ from ‘Traviata.’ 
producer, | 


Abel, as the harassed 
brings guffaws with his singing over 
the phone, no matter who happens 
to be in his office, of lullabies to his 


William Demarest is also excellent 
tough pop who has to go to 
the dictionary to figure out what his 


encyclopedic eight-year-old on, 
Darryl, is saying Herb. 
MARRIED BACHELOR 
Metro release of John W, Cor line, J 
rodu on ; Ruth Hussey and R 
Youns Featur Felix B rt Lec 
Bowmar heldor Leonar nd Sam Le- 
vene Dit | rd | = 
pl Dor Sch : tory, Manure Seff; 
mera, George F ey; film editor, Ben 
Lewis fteviewed in Projection Room N 
Y Tradeshown, Sept. 5, ’41,. Running 
time, 81 MINS. 
Randolph Haven... ccceces »-Robert Young 
Norma Haven...... cocoseoee MUth Hussey 
Dr. Ladislaus Milic..........Felix Bressart 
Eric Santley......cccece eoeee-- Lee Bowman 
Johnny Branigan..........Sheldon Leonard 
Cookie Farrar...........++++..5am Levene 


One of those well-made secondary 
pictures which pop up every once in 
a while. Not important, but a wel- 
ig light comedy promising neat 

.0. 

Built for laughs, ‘Married Bachelor’ 
manages to achieve a pretty good 
average. The screenplay is going to 
be especially appealing to young 
people because of its plenitude of 
slang. Eddie Buzzell has carried the 
yarn along at a nice rate of speed in 
his directing, while Robert Young 
and Ruth Hussey, plus good comedy 
support from Felix Bressart, Sheldon 
Leonard and Sam Levene, are well 
spotted as the young married couple 
whose difficulties form the basis of 
the plot. 

This is a switch story with Young 
put on a spot when he accepts a 


of the Ayn Rand play in ’35-’36, be- 
cause the show hinged on a trick of 
audience participation which the pic 
ture obviously cannot employ. 
sult is a moderate feature destined 
to play in support. 


used a jury recruited from the audi- 
ence at each 
then voted at the end and there were 
various finales provided, determined 
by the decision. 
at it as a 
meller, using a wisp of the original 


mistaken identity clue away in vir- 
tually the first reel and there’s not 
enough left after that to sustain full 
interest all the way. 
somewhat is some good dialog, a few 
humorous situations and the added 
dramatic thrills cooked up by the 
screenwriters. 


secretary to wealthy financier Nils 
Asther, 
Gal is accused of the killing, with 
plenty of 
pointing her 
Preston, 
paners empire, comes along to save 
ier, 





|}se* of coincidences 
major 
of potency. 


|beby son, Timmie Hawkins. Kid’s 
face is good for a laugh in itself. | 


pearance and runs through her role 
with authority and skill. 
okay but an aura of roughness about | 
|him, partially due to the part he’s | 
| portraying, is not entirely pleasant. 
Asther is 
heavy. 
cast. 


Features Lynn Bari 
R n, Don Deforest. E 


. - “sie ; ; Se ro 7 
(WITH SONGS) |}changes in story structure from off. In an effort to raise the coin side beanery. One’s > seesem. with 
th Cent Fox release of Darryl! F.| Samson Raphaelson’s original tale mepig : Young gets hold of the manuscript , a flair for acting dumb at the wrong 
Zanuck production. Stars Tyrone Power:| which appeared as a _ Satevepost ‘A Yank in the R.A.F.’ (20th) of a book and has it published under | time, the other a rookie who has 
ry s Betty Grable, Directed by Henry | serial, a book, and play (atter pro- (Songs). Tyrone Power as the his own name. It creates a sensation | joined up after foiling a holdup ate 
: “Sane gle a — — duced by John Golden two years ‘Yank,’ in a timely adventure pic as a bachelor’s views on married life. tempt. Daughter of a local power 
- ns camera, Leon Shamroy: special| ago). But revisions are decidedly for strong b.o. This situation makes it impossible | who's influential with the police, an 
effects, Fred Sersen; editor, Barbara Me-! advantageous in the transposition to ‘Skylark’ ar) Sparkli for Young to publicly continue living | the fake nabob who takes the busie 
. a : ) AGVallas n Sh Skylark (Par). parkling ; JU ( CH) a to t 50.000 
Lean; songs, Leo Robin and Ralph watege the screen, and strengthen the over- marital farce for wide audience with his wife, which burns her up,| mess tycoon for $50,000, are among 
Lo ag ogy Oa Sept, SG, ist. ""-' all entertainment factors for film au- aay + ” an A production in and leads her into a flirtation with others in the cast. ; 
Tim Baker...........+. ry I ciences. , a ee J hefty | Young’s publisher. Finish has Miss Directed in a matter-of-fact man- 
Carol Brown, seb heeael etty Grabie{ Under skillful guidance of Mark| €very Gepartme rege ey — Hussey going to a radio studio to get | ner by William McGann, the picture 
Wing Commander M sig fonn Suttor | Sandrich as producer-director, story ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par) (Songs). advice on marriage from her own|has fairly good speed, but this is 
7 _ il Ag la ee cnala f unfolds at a zestful pace, accentuating Strong farce-comedy of near ‘A husband, partly due, and with credit, to editor 
Squadron Leader.......e+. Mc rte the comeaic episodes to the utmost. calibre. It’s all light and entertaining. Miss a Pagers ae ie Ms gpg 
4 sees eeereenssennceeeenens 3 R Script and dialog provided by Allan ‘Married Bachelor’ (M-G). Hussey looks especially good both on ws Me minutes, /ontinulty passes 
ROTNGY KE... cesses eeeeseoe icone Pn + . e , “c « . . ° » . oo ¥ re 
Flight Lieut. Redmond........Den! Scott and (2 Myers adds much to Light and fast moving comedy her acting and appearance, although aa Bari as the hash-slinger and 
Flight Lieut. Richardson......Bruce Lester | the general excellence. | aimed at the young bunch, Will | Young strains a bit for his points, . pp Hee ; ge 
Wules..c. ..sseeeeeeeee- Gilchhrist Stuart} Claudette Colbert’s performance of | do nicely in its class but otherwise plays capably. Picture Alan —— oe the —— cop, 
Group Captain.......... .Lesier Matthews | the wife (stage role crea‘ed by Gert- | y * > a als ' : ativance for ,)) | are paired on the romantic interest, 
Cage” Row Sulaehaaeahae Protec Vere | rude Lawrence), around whom the | ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par). Mys- — pn Ba xy “* Peery while the sergeant is done by Don 
s. Fit BR cccsceccnceecs “the iriffies | ; ries : : 2 : , : » . " > . Tn¢ 2V Ss SS) 4 2 
anaes: Be AREA Be rh : nova, | motivation revolves, is of high merit, ery meller minus suspense. OK low Semen, 1 “this Sadies Deforest, a newcomer. He’s an Andy 
UNSEPUCLED. voce eeeee weenie ees James Craven | and player takes advantage of every for moderate b.o. more sophisticated material and Devine type and ought to develop 
-, E eeaae ; Stuart "charles | line and situation for delightful ex- ‘We Go Fast’ (20th), For minor shows himself fully up to the greater satisfactorily for the screen." Sheila 
Stuart Robertson |) 0 4:  Milland is ¢ ps s him: 3 i ; ic i 
a ) Dennis Hoey | POSition. Ray Milland is topnotch as dating, but skould make a little responsibility, Scho. Ryan, the rich man’s daughter, a 


spoiled type, does well with limited 
opportunities. The moments count 
with Ernest Truex as a police in- 
spector’s aide, but for the comedy 
touches he’s topped by Gerald Mohr 
with Greek accent and more gener- 





NIGHT OF JAN. 16 


Paramount release of Joseph Sistrom 





(Sol C. Siegel) production, Stars Ellen 
Drew and Robert Preston, Features Nils ous footage. Char. 
Asther, Margaret Hayes, Clarence Kolb, 
Alice White, Cecil Kellaway and Cliff 
Nazarro. Directed by William Clemons. 
Screenplay, Delmar Daves, Robert Pirosh GREAT GUNS 
and Eve Green Rased on play of same 
name by Ayn Rand. Camera, John Mes- 20th Century-Fox production and release, 
call; film editor, Elisworth Hoagland.|] Stars Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy; feae 
Tradeshown at Normandie theatre, N.Y. | tures Sheila Ryan, Dick Nelson, Edmund 
Sept. 3, ’41. Running time: 80 MINS, MacDonald, Directed by Montague Banks, 
Steve Van Ruyle............ Robert Preston | Story and adaptation, Lou Breslow; editor, 
Sees MUSA Sah 406d CRS ee Ree ORES Ellen Drew | Al DeGaetano; photography, Glen Mace 
Bjorn Faulkner.................Nils Asther | Williams. | Tradeshown N. Y. Sept. 9, 
Attorney Polk.....cccocccccs Donald Douglas | “44. Running time, 73 MINS. 
Nancy Wakefield...... .e--Margaret Hayes | Stan...... ox ipiveeesuase PEE Pee Aes Stan Laure] 
yg Oe pe rere Clarence Kolb | Oliver......seeeeees condesed ees Oliver Hardy 
J OO eee ..Rod Cameron | Ginger Hammond............--Sheila Ryag 
Flashy Blonde...ccccoce eeeeese- Alice White | Dan Porrester.......++.-+--+> Dick Nelson 
. iY eae tae .Roy Gordon | Mippo......... eeeceeees-HUmund MacDonald 
By Se ecccescceccees Cecil Kellaway | Colonel Ridley..........Charles Trowbridge 
Willlamson...... Cocccccccers Harry Hayden Dr. Schickel....cccccesseee- Ludwig Stossel 
POURS «ot 5s 6.545 -04% baked Edwin Stanley | Captain Baker............-Kane Richmond 
District Attorney............. Paul Stanton | Aunt Martha... cccccccccccsess] Mae Mersh 
Inspector Donegan....... Willard Robertson | Aunt Agatha......eeeeeee06-.Kthel Grifties 
Patrolman Melly. ...occse0csee James Flavin | General Essick...c.cccsceecees Paul Harvey 
DOCTOR: 00s cccsees coccccccsoes ORAries Ayns 
This film version of ‘Night of Jan. mae Nh aL Russell Hicke 
16’ will hardly emulate the success | Postman.......cccseeceeeseeees Irving Bacon 


Not overloaded with belly-laughs 
but funny enough to please the aver- 
age comedy-seeker, this Laurele 
Hardy item will do from fair to good 
business. It shouldn’t be pointed too 
high by the booker, although to be 
taken into consideration by the ac- 
count is whether his audiences have 
proved to be Laurel and Hardy fans 
in the past. 

Director Monty Banks, now billed 
as Montague Banks, pilots his deed+ 
map comics through a series of situs 


Re- 


It will be recalled that the play 


performance. Jurors 


But the film goes 
straightaway mystery 


plot. Director William Clemons’| ations, many of them amusing and a 
heavyhanded technique gives the! bit off the beaten path, in capable 


manner. Pace is good and the con- 
tinuity smooth. 

Gags and comedy situations are 
not stretched unduly, nor is too much 
stress laid on what at first looks like 
an important romantic element. It’s 
pursued with Dick Nelson and Sheila 
Ryan for a ways, being a limb on 
which to hang some of the Laurel- 
Hardy antics. 

Lou Breslow wrote the story and, 
with the background.a cavalry om 
in Texas, the setting is timely. Laure 
and Hardy, latter getting heavier by 
the minute, are buck privates who 
have enlisted to be close to their 
boss (Nelson). They were his gar- 
dener and chauffeur, respectively. 

This is Nelson’s first picture. He 
was formerly on the air. There’s 
| definitely a place on the screen for 
| him, judging by his debuting effort, 
Has a pleasing personality and good 
| poise. Miss Ryan, opposite hin, 
serves suitably in this case. Edmund 
MacDonald is a good type as a sere 
Char. 


Compensating 


Of the cast Ellen Drew shines as 


who is believed murdered. 





evidence 
Robert 
tied up in 


circumstantial 
way. Then 


who has coin 


This involves an unbelievable 
which are the, 


robbing the yarn} 


factor in 
Miss Drew makes an excellent ap- 


Preston is | 


| geant. 
duly menacing as the — 


Rest of the players are type- 
and routine. 
Sol C, Siegel who recently moved 


Ladies in Retirement 


to Par from Republic is the pro- Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
ducer. Film should not be confused Columbia release of Lester Cowan produce 
with ‘Night of June 13,’ released by | tien. Stars Ida Lupino and binage: Hay- 
ar j 9392 “ | ware Directed by Charles Vidor. Screen 
ies 2 1582 Herb. i _ b Garrett Fort and Reginald Dene- 
ham, from play by Denham and Edward 
Perey: camera, George Barnes; editor, Al 





WE GO FAS Clark; Asst. director, George Rhein. Pree 
viewed at Alexander Glendale, Sept 2. 
tury-Fox production and releass 11, Running time, 91 MINS. 


lan Curtis, Sheila | Elien Creed.........0. es ..Ida Lupino 
Lou Hayward 


90th Cer 


Cfruex, Gerald | Albert Feathe 


Mohr, George L ey. Dire d by Will n | lu ES EE ee ae Evelyn Keyes 
MeGant Sto Doug Welch: adaptatior Emily Creed...cccscseccecss Elsa Lanchester 
i nas Lennon and Adrian Scott; editor, | Lou i ee eee ; Edith Barrett 
ure l Allen; photography Harry Jackson LAIRD WIMRS. cocnsedosveas Isobel Elsom 
fradeshown in Projection Room, N, Y.,| Sister Theresa...... aeaeies Emma Dunn 
Sept. 8, "41. Running time: 64 MENS. Siater AwmatRe<vcaccerseys Queenie Leonard 
| Rose Coughlin RE Ie Lynn Bari | Bates 3 Clyde Cook 
ot << --Alan Curtis | ——— 

yiana BOPMDATORG. . caosccccnses Sheila tvan . 

Herman Huff Senc0sGN i a tae A close translation of the play ag 
Har BTUSPING.0cesscecteves Ernest Truex | presented a year ago by Gilbert Mile 

,rabob ee ° 3° 1 ‘ ° . 
ee ica phage ++++.-Gerald Mohr | ler, this film version of ‘Ladies in 
Jd. empstead...eece was .Jeorge PBS m 4 vs 
‘arberry....... mote Sapte Fhe wae A Retirement’ has been produced with 
AWE 06663565008 oe .eeessThomas Dugan | general excellence of script, direc- 
 Lnerimene tsk ss ry -seeeeeees-Arthur Hohl | tion, and acting and mounting. As 
4 nan Sarde ‘ es FF rj : : cas . + 
he age: le aaa yaerietered ‘avin | such it will get critical attention; 
Salesman.....--..-... acaiuee ‘Charles Arnt | but the sordid combination of a mure 
SUF OE: ic rasekscere ...Charles Trowbridge | deress and two mentally deranged 


to a couple motorcycle cops, is any- 
thing but fast entertainment. 
lightly amusing on the whole; it is 
too far from the required strength 
for extensive dating. 
spotted and sold, it will get a little 
coin in the lesser leagues. 


desire for action combines with a 
tendency to try to make events a 
little less dull than they are through 
dialog that runs to the wisecracky. 
Some of it possesses a bit of slick- 
ness. 
ployed for one character, that of the 
crook posing as a nabob, contributes 
ee to the amusement de- 
rived. 





deals with two road cops of the 


sisters is too strong to catch general 
audience reaction on favorable plane. 
Picture will get by in a few metro- 
politan spots, but will prove a drab 
b. o. attraction generally. 

Play by Reginald Denham and Ed- 
ward Percy was based on a horror 
tale in H. B. Irving’s ‘French Crime 
and Criminals,’ a psychopathie study 
of mental derangement. It’s similar 
in content to Metro’s ‘Night Must 
Fall’ of a few years back. 

Basic drawback for picture audi- 
ences is the fact that the murderess 
commits her crime with premedita- 
tion and in cold blood—her victim a 
woman who has befriended her. 
Added to this is the not too welcome 
characterizations of two balmy and 
Conventional in its plot, the story | wild-eyed sisters whom she tries to 


(Continued on page 16) 


“We Go Fast,’ a title which refers 


While 
If properly 


The story is potboiler stuff. A 


The Greekish accent em- 
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Bomber -Ennis Sturdy $41,000 In 
Slow Chi; Funzafire- Get-Away’ 196, 
‘Ladies’ $17,000; Kane’ 156 on 2d Wk. 


v 








(3,000: 35-40-50 )—‘Sun Valley’ (20th) 


Chicago, Sept. 9. 
é 4 and ‘Scattergood Pulls the Strings’ 


After a sudden let-down following 


: niggioe (RKO). Great $8,400. Last week, 

Labor Day, loop business indicates|*Wild Geese’ (20th) and ‘Nurse’s 

a pickup that should have the box-| Secret’ (WB) did good enough at 
Labor $8,000. 


offices smiling once more, 
Day weekend, of course, was terrific, 
but the reaction that followed was 
one of the sharpest slumps ever no- 
ticed following any holiday. 

The Chicago has plenty of money 
with ‘Dive Bomber.’ Tied in with 
the Skinnay Ennis orchestra on the 
stage, the aviation film will lead the 
loop by a hefty margin at $41,000. 

‘Citizen Kane,’ after just a fairish 
run on a reserved policy earlier in 
the season, is coming up with real 
coin in the Palace, with the excep- 
tionally fine advertising campaign 
contributed by RKO helping. The 
Orson Welles picture copped a 
bang-up $21,000. on its first week 
here and will collect an excellent 
$15,000 on the second stanza. 

‘When Ladies Meet’ is pulling the 
femmes at the United Artists cur- 
rently, heading for a healthy $17,000 
and may hold on for several weeks. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1.200; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Charley’s Aunt’ (Par). Here after 
three big sessions in the Chicago and 
currently going for an _ excellent 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Panamint’ (Par) 
was all right at $5,800. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) and the Skin- 
nay Ennis orchestra unit on stage. 
Solid combo that is whirling the 
wicket in fine fashion, to a strong 
$41,000. Last week, ‘Charley’s Aunt’ 
(20th) finished three powerful 
stanzas, and with Alvino Rey orches- 
tra on stage, took nifty $35,400. 


United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
40-50)—Ladies Meet’ (M-G) and 
‘Rookies on Parade’ (Rep). Second 
week looks like great $6,000. First 
week went over for strong $7,500, 


‘BOMBER’ 206 
IN NIFTY DET. 





Detroit, Sept. 9. 

With this town topping expecta- 
tions every week, Detroit again looks 
for solid grosses, although the pic- 
tures are being held over on a big 
scale. Only the Fox and Michigan 
are offering fresh bills in the five 
first-runs. Michigan seems headed 
for an important $20,000 this week 
with ‘Dive Bomber’ and ‘Great Mr. 
Nobody, while the Fox won't be far 
behind with an estimated $17,000 on 
"Wild Geese Calling’ and ‘Dressed to 
Kill.’ 

United Artists, which opened for 
the season with ‘Jekyll and Hyde,’ 
took the boo-boo slant on its ex- 
ploitation, and crashed $18,500 on the 
first week in a 2,000-seat house, which 
is socko. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-55) 
—Hold Ghost’ (U) (2d wk) and 
‘Very Young Lady’ (20th). In ba 
= : : “—" of former's sock last week at Fox, 

<e hate tees Oh bg ay Hn $8,500, which is huge. gigs 
- sl d ‘ é “Uy }. | ‘har r? +? + , 
for additional time, making it four | .orncer’ 5 a Lady’ (Cot —o 92.000. 
in loop, okay $5,000. Last) “fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 





Sessions 


week, ‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G)/55)_-wiid Geese’ (20th) and ‘Dressed 

finished two weeks here to fair! xij) (20th). Good $17,000. Last 

$4,000. ; week, ‘Hold Ghost’ (U) and ‘Tillie 
Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-44) 


. | Toiler’ (Col), sock $26,000. 
—Uncertain Feeling’ (UA) = and! Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
‘Moon Miami’ (20th). Not too much | 39-49-55)—Dive Bomber’ (WB) and 
with the pictures having been pretty | ‘Great Mr. Nobody’ (WB). Shooting 
well milked in previous runs in loop] to swell $20,000. Last week, ‘Aloma’ 
and nabes. Meek $7,000. Last week,| (Par) and ‘Pot of Gold’ (UA), big 
‘Reluctant Dragon’ (RKO)  and| $18,000. 





‘Knew Answers’ (Col) struggled to| Paims-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
$7.800. 000: 30-40-55) —‘Aloma’ (Par) and 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66) —/ ‘Pot of Gold’ (UA) (2d wk). Choicg 
‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) and ‘Scatter-| $12,000. Last week, ‘Life Andy 
good Broadway’ (RKO) (2d week).| Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Ringside Maizie’ 
With a smart advertising campaign] (M-G) (2d wk). Slick $13,000. 


(United Detroit) 
and Hyde’ 


by RKO bunch here, flicker came in| United Artists 
with robust $21,000 last week, cur-| (2,000; 30-40-55 )—‘Jekyll 


rently getting a slick $15,000. (M-G) and ‘Whistling Dark’ (M-G) 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65-| (2d wk). Should follow last week’s 


socko $18,500, with average $11,000. 


‘Wild Geese’-J. Dorsey 
Smash $23,000, Buff., 


75)—Manpower’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Going to good $8,000 this week after 
coming home last week with neat 
$11,400 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44)— 
‘Get-Away’ (M-G) and ‘Funzafire’ 
unit on stage. Return date for the 
unit and it’s still getting business. 
Excellent $19,000. Last week, ‘Three 
Sailors’ (UA) and Cab Calloway 
band unit on stage combined for a 
highly profitable $21,300. 

United Artists (B&K) ; 
55-65-75) — ‘Ladies Meet’ (M-G).| Jimmy Dorsey 
Strong line-up of marquee monikers | setting the town on its ear in a socko 
is bringing in the ladies. Healthy} session that will ring up swell tak- 





Buffalo, Sept. 9. 
are 





(1,700; 35- 


and his crew 





| 


a Lite Amie Hardy’ (4G) | ings at the Buffalo. For the first 
finished three-weeker for a good| time in several seasons, the weekend | 
$9,400. schedule was expanded to five shows | 


Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 35-55-65) | 
—'Girls Must Live’ (Col). Not much | 


for this one and will sneak in with | J?™- 


daily to take care of the jitterbug | 


fair $5,500. Last week, ‘Washington| ‘Jekyll’ has developed into a sur-| 
Adventure’ (Col) was even slower at| prise item still showing holdover | 
$4,100. power after an unexpectedly high | 


total on its initial round. 





rubbers of ‘Jordan’ and ‘Kane’ at the 


‘SUN VALLEY’ $8,400 
BIG PORTLAND LEADER 


Portiand, Ore., Sept. 9. 


are snug. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffale (Shea) (3,500: 





sey on stage. 


‘Sun Valley Serenade’ and ‘Re-/a smash $23,000: or better. Last 
lu€tant Dragon’ are tied for honors | week, ‘Aloma’ (Par) and ‘Parson 
at the Paramount and Orpheum as | Panamint’ (Par), kept to neat clip 


the only new pictures in town. All 
other spots holding, with ‘Charley's 
Aunt’ getting the fifth week squeeze 
at the Mayfair. 


for $12,500. 
Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G) and ‘Tanks a 


: Million’ (UA) (2d wk). Still forte 
Estimates for This Week aces ee . 
_ Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- | 2" OV $1, $4900) Lak WOR, Gxiee 
50)— Dive Bombers’ (WB) and Hipp (Shea) (2.100: 30-45) — ‘Bad 
bros A Limited’ (UA) still hold- S4en Missouri’ (WB) and ‘Flying 
a. P ot third week for good $7,000. Blind’ (Par). Plenty profitable at 
cond week broke holdover records 


with great $9,800. $7,500. Last week, ‘Life Andy Hardy’ 





Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500; | (M-G) and “Private Nurse’ (M-G) 
35-40-50)—Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) | (2d run). Zingy $7,000. 
and ‘Very Young Lady’ (Par). Fifth | Lafayette (Hayman) (3.300; 30-40) 
week taking nice $3,700. Fourth |—Mr. Jordan’ (Col) (2d wk) and 
week, $4,800, high for this house. ‘Tillie Toiler’ (Col). Still pleasant 


Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) | for maybe $6,000. Last week, ‘Jor- 





(1,800: 35-40-50)—‘Reluctant Dragon’! dan’ (Col) and ‘Prisoner Devil's 
RKO) and ‘Jungle Cavalcade’ | Island’ (Col), gratifying $9,000. 
RKO). Okay $6,300. Last week, 20th Century (Dipson) (3,000; 30- 


44)—‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Probably satisfactory $6,000. Last 
week, nice $10,000. 


\loma’ (Par) and ‘Blondie Society’ | 
Col). Better at $7,400, real profit. | 
Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 


‘Bad Men’ | 
at the Hipp is in a spurt and repeat | 


Lafayette and Century, respectively, | 


| 


35-55) —| 
‘Wild Geese’ (20th) and Jimmy Dor-| 
Ruling the roost for | 





First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Sept. iL 
Astor—‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr, 
Hyde’ (M-G) (4th wk). 
Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(44th wk). 
Capitol—‘When Ladies 
(M-G) (2d wk). 
Criterion— West Point Widow’ 


Meet’ 


(Par). 
(Revieved in Vartery June 11) 
Glebe — ‘Frightened Lady’ 


(Hoffberg) (13). 

Holly wood — ‘Sergeant 
(WB) (11th wk). 

Music Hall — ‘Little Foxes’ 


York’ 


N.Y. Fall Biz Looks Up; ‘Sun Valley 
Great $50,000, ‘Ladies’ Fair $25,000, 
‘Business Nifty 266, ‘Foxes’ 3d, 936 


Following a heavy take over La- Nurse’ (20th) (1st run), $8,500. 
bor Day, the downtown theatres are Paramount (Par) 3,664; 35-55-85- 
continuing to do smart business, the; 99)—‘Aloma’ (Par) and, on stage, 
outlook indicating a better fall sea-| Tommy Dorsey (3d-final week). A 
son than last year. The quality of} sock entry, the second week ending 
pictures will tell, however, although | last night (Tues.) having. grossed 








(RKO-Goldwyn) (4th wk). 
Paramount — ‘Aloma of the 
South Seas’ (Par) (3d wk). 
Rialto—Badlands of Dakota’ 
(U) (8). 
(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Roxy—'‘Sun Valley Serenade’ 
(20th) (2d wk). 


| 
} 


Strand—Dive Bomber’ (WB) 
(3d wk). 
Week of Sept. 18 
Astor — ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr, 


Hyde’ (M-G) (5th wk). 
Broadway— Fantasia’ (Disney ) 
(45th wk). 
Capitel—‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G), 
(Reviewed in Variety July 16) 
Criterion—‘Icecapades’ (Rep). 
Hollywood — ‘Sergeant York’ 
(WB) (12th wk). 
Music Hall—Lydia’ (UA). 
(Reviewed in Variery Aug. 20) 


Paramount—Our Wife’ (Par) 
(17). 
Rialto — ‘Badlands of Dakota’ 


(U) (2d wk). 

Roxy—Sun Valley Serenade’ 
(20th) (3d wk). 

Strand — ‘Navy Blues’ 
(19). 

(Reviewed in Varrery Aug. 13) 


(WB) 








the level of patronage may be going | $50,000, while the initial seven days 
up somewhat, with the result a!over Labor Day was $72,500, highest 
poorer show will get more than it) house has done except in New Year 
could at this time in 1940. | weeks. The third stanza begins to- 
New pictures on Broadway are| day (Wed. ). : 
led by ‘Sun Valley Serenade,’ which! Badio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
is making the grade in the grandj|!lers) (5,960; —44-55-85-99-$1.65) — 
manner and should bring the Roxy | ‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) and stage show 
$50,000 or over on the first week. It) (3d wk). Still very speedy at the 
starts the second Friday (12). ‘When| b.o., looking to $93,000, after swell 
Ladies Meet,’ another that came in| $117,000 Labor Day week (2). Holds 





LADY - DUCHIN: 
BIG $28,500 
INPITT. 


| mighty $72,500 over Labor Day and) 


|day (Wed.), which will wind up the} Som 





Pittsburgh, Sept. 9. | 

Big Berthas still are booming over | 
the Golden Triangle and letting loose | 
a shower of coin. It’s taken Pitts- 
burgh a long time to get rolling from | 
the defense boom, but, now that the | 
cash is spilling freely again, the sky 
apparently is the limit. Bell-ringer | 
continues to be the Stanley, where | 
combo policy is going once more like | 
a house afire, and current lineup of | 
Eddy Duchin’s band and ‘Lady Be} 
Good’ will spell smash biz. | 
Elsewhere, too, it’s ding-dong 
trade. Penn has a wallop in ‘Dive 
Bomber,’ which is outdistancing last 
week’s ‘Jekyll and Hyde,’ while lat- 
ter pictures, on moveover to Warner, | 
is banging out a healthy profit for | 
that spot. Not much was expected of 
‘Pittsburgh Kid’ after the flush of 





| 


| Billy Conn’s personal, the Labor Day 


Topper, ‘Jekyll’ 106 H.0. 


holiday and the bang-up exploitation | 
for the opening passed off. Hence | 
it’s just idling along at Fulton in a | 
second week limited to four days. | 
Estimates for This Week | 
Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 25-35-50)— | 
‘Pittsburgh Kid’ (Rep) (2d wk). Not | 
much left for this one on a ho. | 
Flush of well-exploited getaway, | 
with a hometown kid for a hero, 
wore off, and picture is merely limp- 


ing in for the windup. In h.. lim- 
ited to four days, ‘Kid’ won't get 
more than $1,800. Makes way to- 


morrow (10) for ‘Sun Valley Sere- | 


nade’ (20th), which will get house 
back on regular Wed. opening sched- 
ule. In getaway session last week, 


reopening Fulton after summer shut- 
down, ‘Kid’ grabbed a swell $7,500. 
House has raised the scale from 40c 
to 50c. for the new season. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Dive Bomber’ (WB). Stukaing 
the b.o. to a great $18,500, top figure | 
here in several weeks Curiously 
enough, Erroll Flynn-Fred McMur- 
ray starrer is drawing kind of audi- | 


ence entirely foreign to this house— 
it’s the shirtsleeve crowd. Last | 
week, ‘Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G) didn't 


mind the press pans at all, collecting | 
better than $17,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-35-50) —‘Life | 
Andy Hardy’ (M-G) (3d wk). Here | 
after successive stanzas at Warner | 
and Penn, Mickey Rooney picture is | 
a natural, close to $3,000, okay. Last | 
week, ‘Manpower’ (WB), which fol- | 
lowed the same route to this house, | 
got around $2,400, n.s.g. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-35-50) | 
—Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) (2d wk). | 
Funny thing about the Jack Benny | 
picture. Got good notices and every- 
body likes him in it, but on h.o. won't 
get more than $4,200. Comes out to- 
morrow (10) for ‘Wild Geese Call- 
ing’ (20th). Opening stanza gave 
‘Aunt’ $9,000, the holiday turning the 





trick. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 25-40-60)— | 
‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G) and Eddy | 
Duchin’s band. Obviously nothing 


Whiteman 





| (4th week). 


| 65-75 )—Charley’s 


| well 


after the Labor Day goldstrike, is! 
at the straight-filmer Capitol, but it 
isn’t getting so many customers. | 
While in the profit column at less 
than $25,000, it’s disappointing. | 

‘Unfinished Business’ wound up its | 
first seven days at the Rivoli Sun-! 
day night (7) at better than $26,000, | 
good, and is already two days on a 
second week, doing okay. 

Three major holdovers, all rolling | 
up big takes, are ‘Little Foxes,” now | 
in its third week at the Music Hall; | 
“Dive Bomber,’ at the Strand on the | 
second week with Sammy Kaye on| 
the stage; and ‘Aloma of the South | 
Seas,’ which ended its second stanza | 
for the Paramount last night (Tues. ). | 
Tommy Dorsey is a potent aid for| 
‘South Seas,’ while Kaye is credited 
with doing much to push ‘Bomber’ 
into high figures. 

‘Bomber’-Kaye got $50,000 last! 
week over Labor Day, close to the| 
record high of $56,800 established by | 
‘Fighting 69th’ and Paul Whiteman. | 
Figure was attained playing six less; 
shows than was done by’ the ‘69th’ - | 
combination. Currently | 
on the holdover the Strand should 
get about $37,000, very good. 

‘Aloma’ and Dorsey grossed a¥/| 
added to that another $50,000, also | 
big, for the second week ending last | 
night (Tues.). ‘The third begins to- | 


run. 
‘Foxes’ goes a fourth week in view 
of its tremendous drawing power at| 
the Music Hall. After taking smash | 
$117,000 from the customers over the | 
holiday, it is continuing in high gear | 
for probable $93,000 this week, its 
third. 
State on Thursday (4) moved in|} 
‘Blossoms in Dust’ to go with the} 
holdover of Ed Sullivan and the| 
Harvest Moon dance winners. Good | 
$25,000 or more in sight 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (Loew's) (1,012; 35-55-85- | 
$1.10-$1.25) ‘Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G) 
With Labor Day hypo} 
(3d wk) hit $19,300, equalling mark 
set for prior stanza. 
Broadway (Disney) 








(1,895; 55-75- 


$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) — ‘Fantasia’ (Dis- 
ney) (44th wk). Last week (43d), 
$13,500, excellent. This beats the 
42d week's take, which was $12,600. 


Capitol (Loew's) (4,520; 35-55-85- | 
$1.10-$1.25) — ‘When Ladies Meet'| 
(M-G). Only moderate at less than 
$25,000, but will hold nonetheless, 
with ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G) to open 
Thursday (18). Last week, second 
for ‘Andy Hardy’ (M-G), $22,000. 
Criterion (Loew's) (1,662; 35-44-55- 
75) — ‘West Point Widow’ (Par) 
opens here today (Wed.) after two 
weeks of ‘Whistling in Dark’ (M-G), 
a good money-getter at $17,000 (lst! 
wk), $8,500 (2d wk). | 
Globe (Brandt) (1,180; 28-35-55)— 


|‘No Greater Sin’ (University) (2d 
week). Maintains nice gait at $7,500 
this week on the holdover, after 


scoring $8,000 the first and will prob- 


ably go another round. 

Hollywood (WB) (1,225; 75-$1.10) 
—Sgt. York’ (WB) (11th wk) and 
fifth here. Last week (10th) around 


$22,000, good, and remains indef. 
Palace (RKO) (1,700: 28-35-44-55- 
Aunt’ (20th) (2d 
run) and ‘Father Takes Wife’ (RKO) 
(lst run), doubled. This pair doing | 
and should account for $8,700 | 
or thereabouts. Last week, ‘Tom, | 
Dick’ (RKO) (2d run) and ‘Private 





can stop this house now. It’s rolling 
at last and grosses continue to amaze 
the WB management, accustomed to 
average $16,000 weeks here in the 
last year. Combo of Duchin, always 
b.o. here, and ‘Lady’ will mean a 
great $28,500. Film helping some, 
being the first picture in a long time 
to get a full national ad campaign. 
Last week, ‘Caroline’ (RKO) and 
Frankie Masters-Jerry Colonna-Miils 
Bros., swell $27,750. 

Warner (WB) (2,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G) (2d wk). Moved 
here from Penn and doing better 
than average h.o. biz for this spot. 
Looks like at least $6,750. Last week, | 
‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G), also h.o. }j 
from Penn, not quite up to holiday 
expectations at $6,000. 








Sammy 
| $37,000 


| pled 


a fourth. 

Rialto (Mayer) (750; 28-44-55) — 
‘Badlands of Dakota’ (U). Opened 
strong Monday (8). ‘Parachute Bat- 
talion’ (RKO) went 11 days, getting 
$11,000, good. 

Rivoli (UA) (2,092; 35-55-75-85-99) 
——Unfinished Business’ (U) (2d wk). 
Reopened house Monday (1) and on 
the first week through Sunday (7) 
over $26,000, satisfactory. 

Rexy (20th) (5,835; 35-55-65-75-85) 
—Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th) and 
stage show. Packing ‘em in for big 
$50.000 and holds over. Last week, 
‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th) and 
stage show, $49,000, with Labor Day 
and holiday prices helping. 

State (Loew's) (3,400; 28-44-55-75- 
90-$1.10)—‘Blessoms in Dust’ (M-G) 
(2d run) (lst wk) and, on stage, Ed 
Sullivan and Harvest Moon Dancers 
(2d wk). Pace would indicate 
$25,000 or above, fine. Last week, 
first for Sullivan and stage show, 
with ‘Shepherd of Hills’ (Par) (2d 
run) as the picture, $29,000, excel- 
lent. 

(WB) (2,767; 35-55-75-85- 

Bomber’ (WB) and 

Kaye (2d wk). Fancy 
is looked for on the hold- 
over, after a gross of $50,000 the first 
week, one of the highest figures 
scored here under the present pit- 
band policy in spite of the fact there 
ls a turnover drawback due to 
gth of show. 


99 )—‘Dive 





KANE’ $10,000 
IN SOLID K.C. 


Kansas City, Sept. 9. 

Biz is brisk and fall patronage up- 
swing is on. Gross total will equal 
or better last week's (holiday) biz, 
‘Citizen Kane’ at the Orpheum solo 
is the most noteworthy entry. In 
actual dollars it will just better 
Newman's ‘Aloma of South Seas’ and 
Midland’s ‘When Ladies Meet’ at top 
of a dual bill. 

Tower is seeing a better week 
with Don Bestor and band on stage 
plus ‘Accent on Love.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043: 10-28-44)—‘Sun 


Valley’ (20th) (2d wk). Follow-up 
}1S nice $5,500, above average for 
holdovers. Last week, same film, 


| strong $10,000. 


Midland (Loew’s) (4,101: 10-28-44) 
—‘Ladies Meet’ (M-G) and ‘I'll Wait 


for You’ (M-G). Four-star power 
on marquee getting good money 
|here, $9,750. Last week ‘Jekyll- 


Hyde’ (M-G) and ‘Tanks a Million’ 

(UA), good $9,000. 
Newman (Paramount) 

28-44 )—‘Aloma’ 


(1,900: 


(Par) soloed in 


10- 
on 


| Labor Day and set for extended run. 


Nice $9,000, and 
days to get house 
Wednesday opening. 
‘Manpower’ (WB), 
with ‘Parson 
release for 


may run sixteen 
back to regular 
Preceding bill, 
a holdover, cou- 
Panamint’ (Par) 
new five days, light 
$3,000. 
Orpheum 
—‘Citizen 


(RKO) (1,500; 
Kane’ (RKO) holds the 
single standard and at popular 
prices. Solid $10,000. Last week 
‘Tom, Dick’ (RKO) and ‘Highway 
West’ (WB) (2d run). Nice $6,000, 
above average second week. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30)— 
‘Accent on Love’ (20th) on screen 
with Don Bestor and band on stage. 
Take of $7,000, above usual average 
without a name on stage. Last week 
‘Bachelor Daddy’ -(U) on screen with 
variety bil] on stage was helped 
along to $6,500 by strong juve play 
on film. 


HOLT IN GUMSHOES 
Hollywood, Sept. 9. 

Jack Holt starts his first cliffhane 
ger Thursday (11) as star in ‘Holt 
of the Secret Service,’ produced by 
Larry Darmour for Columbia re- 
lease, 

James Horn directs and Evelyn 
Brent has the femme lead. 


10-28-44) 





, 
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‘Premiere -Pastor 


Philly; ‘Aloma’ Zingy 166, H.0.s Flop 


Philadelphia, Sept. 9. 

It's holdover week along the de- 
luxer row this sesh, but little to 
brag about excepting in a few spots. 
The infantile paralysis scare is be- 
lieved hurting juvenile trade but 
harming business in nabes more than 
downtown. The filmers also are get- 
ting a bit of competition from George 
Hamid’s ‘Circus on Ice,’ which 
preemed this week at the Philadel- 
phia Gardens. ; 

Dragging down the choicest gross 
this week for straight filmers is 
*‘Aloma of the South Seas,’ at the 
Fox. Other newcomer. ‘World Pre- 
miere,’ is teamed with Tony Pastor’s 
band at the Earle for an okay gross. 
Only other new picture unveiled 
this week is ‘Smiling Ghost’ at Stan- 
ton. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Our Wife’ (Col) (2d wk). Just so- 
so with $7,500 for hangover. Opener 
netted a par $10,000 to mark reopen- 
ing of this deluxer last week. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—Caroline’ (RKO) (3d run). Will 
be lucky to clear $2,500. Last week 
split week of ‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G) 
and ‘Kiss Boys’ (Par) grossed $3,000 
on these second runs. 

Boyd (WB) (2.560: 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Dr. Jekyll’ (M-G) (2d wk). Check- 
ing in with mediocre $10,000 for 
deuce try. Opener netted okay $16,- 
500. ‘Mr. Jordan’ (Col) preems 
Thursday (11). 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—‘World Premiere’ (Par) with Tony 
Pastor orch heading stage show. 
Combo netting satisfactory $19,500. 
Not in same class, however, with 
socko $24,000 racked up by ‘Whis- 
tling Dark’ (M-G) plus Ben Bernie 
crew and Brenda and Cobina last 
semester. 

Fox (WB) (2.423: 35-46-57-68)— 
*Aloma’ (Par). Heavily plugged and 
netting zingy $16,000. Last week, 
‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) dove to a fair- 
ish $10,000 for its second try after 
bullish preem. ‘Navv Blues’ gets 
baptism here Friday (12). 

Karlton (WB) (1.066; 35-46-57-63) 
—Dive Bomber’ (WB) (2d run). In 
the blue with neat $5.500 after 
moveover. Last week. ‘Life Andy 
Hardy’ (M-G) mild $4,000 for second 
run. 

Keith’s (WB) (2.220; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Hold Ghost’ (U) (2d run) (2d wk). 
Still black-inking with $4,300 for 
fourth week downtown. Opener of 
second run engagement netted chirpy 
$5.800. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
—Sun Valley’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Slumping badly to a poor $9,000 after 
hefty $16,000 for opener. ‘Belle 
Starr’ makes bow tomorrow (Wed.). 

Stanton (WB) (1.457: 35-46-57)— 
‘Smiling Ghost’ (WB). Spine chiller 
getting sunny $5,000. Last week 
‘Wild Geese’ (20th) snagged fine $6,- 
000 for eight days, house going back 
to Saturday opening. 


‘Jekyll’ Near Record 
$18,000 in Fine Prov.; 





‘Aloma’ Swingy 106 





Providence, Sept. 9. 

Despite a hot weekend, main- 
stemmers ‘with good product had 
plenty to smile about as S.R.O. signs 
showed practically all over the town. 
‘Dr. Jeykll and Mr. Hyde’ at Loew’s 
State is headed for the highest gross 
in months, despite a picket line. 
Strand has a nifty in ‘Aloma of the 
South Seas’ while Majestic with ‘Sun 
Valley Serenade’ and Albee with 
*Tom, Dick and Harry.’ both hold- 
overs, doing a knockout biz. 

Metropolitan was knocked slightly 
off its: pins with refusal of Provi- 
dence censors to allow the scheduled 
appearance of Gypsy Rose Lee, but 
on the whole isn’t doing so badly, 
with Sonny Dunham. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200: 28-39-50)— 
*Tom, Dick’ (RKO) and ‘Lady Scar- 
face’ (RKO) (2d wk). Still pulling 
them in for nice $7.000 after knock- 
ing off swell $12,000 in opening ses- 
sion. 

Carlton (Fav-Loew) (1,400: 28-39- 
50)—‘Ladies Meet’ (M-G) and ‘Kil- 
dare’s Wedding’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Stepping along to swell $2,800. Last 
week ‘Wild Geese’ (20th) and ‘Dance 
Hall’ (20th) (2d run). good $2.000. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000: 10-25-35)— 
‘Bowery Blitzkrieg’ (Mono) and 
‘Strawberry Blonde’ (reissue). Get- 
ting its share for nice $2,800. Last 
week ‘Raiders of Desert’ (U) and 
‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) (reissue), good 
$2.500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 28-39-50)— 
‘Sun Valley’ (20th) and ‘Dressed to 
‘<ill? (20th) (2d wk). Proving a win- 
ner with nifty $9.500 expected after 
swell $11,000 in first week. 

Metropolitan (Indie) (3,200; 30-40- 
“*5})—Sonny Dunham and his orches- 
“a on stage, and ‘Deadly Game’ 
‘Mono) on screen. Though not doing 
90 badly with a $5,000 take in three- 

*y run, house was hurt by the 


$19,500 in Blah 





| 
}season are 


|forced cancellation of Gypsy Rose 
'Lee’s appearance with the band. | 
| Last week Tommy Renolds orchestra | 
land ‘County Fair’ (Rep) on screen, 
| took in good $5,500. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— | 
‘Dr, Jeykll’ (M-G) and ‘Tanks a Mil- | 
llion’ (UA). Packing them in with | 
extra shows’ and headed for near | 
record $18,000. Last week ‘When | 
Ladies Meet’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare’s 
Wedding Day’ (M-G), nifty $15,000. | 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-39-50)— | 
‘Aloma’ (Par) and ‘Forced Landing’ 
(Par). Dottie and her sarong appar- 
rently still get them here and is| 
headed for wow $10,000. Last week | 
‘Mr. Jordan’ (Col) and ‘Rags, Riches’ 
(Rep) (2d wk), good $5,000. 


Blossoms’ Neat $8,500 
In Mild Mpls.; ‘Wife’ 66, 
‘Underground’ $5,000 


Minneapolis, Sept. 9. 

‘Blossoms in the Dust’ and ‘Under- 
ground’ are touching off the box- 
office dynamite currently. <A third 
newcomer, ‘Our Wife,’ also is win- 
ning some attention. 

Although George White's ‘Scan- 
dals’ last week barged through to a 
hefty $16,000 last week, the Or- 
pheum hasn’t another stage show 
scheduled until Sept. 27, when Hor- 
ace Heidt comes in. Trade generally 
holds to its improved level. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-28)— 
‘Forced Landing’ (Par) and ‘Singa- 
pore Woman’ (WB), in for five days 
and heading for good enough $1,100. 
‘Broadway Limited’ (UA) and ‘Six 
Gun Gold’ (RKO), open Thursday 








(11). Last week, ‘White Zombie’ 
(Indie) (reissue) and ‘Wide Open 
Town’ (Par), split with ‘Queen's 


Perfect Crime’ (Col) and ‘Kisses for 
Breakfast’ (WB), nice $2,300 in nine 
days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 28-39-44)— 
‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Has been an exceptionally fine box- 
office performer. Winds up run of 
one big week at State and two here. 
Set to finish at good $3,500. Last 
week, big $5,000 after splendid $9,500 
initial canto at State. 

Esquire (Berger) (290; 20)—‘After 
Mein Kampf’ (Indie). Timely pic- 
ture and getting some attention. Fair 





$800. Last week, ‘Wild Oats’ (Indie) 
(2d wk). Oke $700. 

Gopher (P-S) (998; 28)—‘Under- 
ground’ (WB). Powerful drama 


pulling them in even without cast 
names. Looks like very big $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Parson Panamint’ (Par), 
disappointingly light $2,000 in six 
days. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 28-39-44 )— 
‘Our Wife’ (Col). Well liked, but 
below expectations. Looks like fair 
$6,000, however. Last week, ‘Sunny’ 
(RKO) and George White's ‘Scan- 
dals’ on stage, rousing $16,000. 

State (P-S) (2,300; 28-39-44)— 
‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G). Given great 
advertising build-up and _ proving 
worthy of it. Stretching toward 
nifty $8,500. Last week, ‘Aloma’ 
(Par), light $6,400. 

Uptown (Par) (1,100; 28-39 )}—‘Bride 
C.0.D.’ (WB). First neighborhood 
showing. Good $2,700 in prospect. 
Last week, ‘Met Bombay’ (M-G), 
first neighborhood showing, $2,500, 
satisfactory. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350; 28-39-44- 





55)—‘Aloma’ (Par) (2d wk). Moved 
here from State. Faltering to light 
$900. Last week, ‘Moon Miami’ 


(20th) (2d¢ wk), mild $1,000. 


‘LADIES MEET’ $6,500 
TOPPER IN MEMPHIS | 


Memphis, Sept. 9. 
‘When Ladies Meet’ is pacing the 
field at Loew’s State, while ‘Our 
Wife’ is doing almost as well at the 
Malco. 
Estimates for This Week 


Warner (WB) (2,000: 10-33-44)— 
‘Smiling Ghost’ (WB), Nothing 
much with local appeal: fair $3,000. 
however. Last week, ‘Dive Bomber’ 
(WB) (2d wk), $2,800. not bad. 

Palace (Loew) (2,200: 10-33-44)— 
‘Wild Geese’ (20th). Divided reac- 
tion, looks like ‘mebbe weakish 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Jekyll-Hyde’ 
(M-G), $6.000, okay. 

State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— 
‘Ladies Meet’ (M-G). Four favorite 
film stars and good notices helping 
to $6,500. 








swell. Last week, ‘Sun 
Valley’ (20th), $6,300, very good. 
Malco (Lightman) (2.800: 10-33- 


44)—‘Our Wife’ (Col). Montgomery 
developing real pull, poking toward 
goodish $6,000. Last week, ‘Aloma’ 
(Par), $6,200, a hit. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,900; 10-22-33) 
—Blondie Society’ (Col) and ‘Bach- 
elor Daddy’ (U), split week. Both 
fairish program draws to $1,500. 
Last week, ‘Country Fair’ (Rep), 
three days; ‘Raiders Desert’ (U), two 


‘JEKYLL’ CINCY ACE 


Socko $14,000—‘Whistling’—Phil Har- 
lris Whammy $17,000, Near Record 





Cincinnati, Sept. 9. 
A better-than-average crop of pix 
and naturaling of Phil Harris’ ork 
for opening of Shubert’s vaude-film 
giving Cincy’s major 
houses a strong start for fall. Gen- 
eral biz is high above last week’s 


|mark, which was upped by Labor 
| Day. 


Current screen topper is ‘Jekyll- 
Hyde’ at Albee. Of the holdovers, 
‘Sun Valley Serenade’ is clicking a 
hefty second-week figure at the 
Grand. Pic turned in one of the 
burg’s best grosses for last week at 
the Palace. 

Harris’ band, linked with three 
acts and ‘Whistling in Dark,’ is mag- 
neting the Shubert to one of its all- 
time highs with this policy. A local 
fave, Harris drew swell notices and 
extra advance blurbs. This week 
winds up his highly successful road 
tour, He and his crew now return to 
Hollywood for reunion with Jack 
Benny's Jello air show. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G). Socko $14,000. 
Same last week for ‘Citizen Kane’ 
(RKO), 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO). Moveover 
from Albee for second week. Fair 


$4,000. Ditto last week on ‘Dive 
Bomber’ (WB) (2d run). 
Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-22)— 


‘Ellery Queen Perfect Crime’ (Col) 
and ‘Bachelor Daddy’ (U), divided 
with ‘Terror’ (FA) and ‘Paper Bul- 
lets’ (PRC). Normal $2,000. Last 
week, ‘San Antonio Rose’ (U) and 
‘Officer and Lady’ (Col), split with 
‘Rawhide Rangers’ (U) and ‘Bullets 
O'Hara’ (WB), nice $2,100. 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
‘Sun Valley’ (20th). Transferred 
from Palace for second week, Ex- 
cellent $6,500. Last week, ‘Mr. Jor- 
dan’ (Col) (2d run), fairly good 
$4,500. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50)— 
‘Kildaré’s Wedding Day’ (M-G). Mild 
$4,000. Last wéek, ‘Woman is Mine’ 
(U), dull $3,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 
‘Dive Bomber’ (WB). Second move- 
over for third week on main line. 
N.s.h. $2,800. Last week, ‘Life Andy 
Hardy’ (M-G) (3d run), okay $3,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 


33-40-50 )— 


- ‘Our Wife’ (Col). Satisfactory $9,500. 


Last week, ‘Sun Valley’ (20th), 
wham $15,000 for one of town’s tall- 
est takes in a long while. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-44-60)— 
‘Whistling in Dark’ (M-G) and Phil 
Harris’ Ork and other vaude. Harris 
proving a stellar headliner for the- 
atre’s reopening and vaudfilm kick- 


| off. Sockeroo $17,000 for one of the 


house’s best all-time takes with pop 
combo policy. 


Seattle Slips With 
Holdovers But ‘Jordan,’ 








Seattle, Sept. 9. 

Fall weather began with Labor 
day holiday to dovetail with fall pic- 
tures, adding up to steady gross 
strength. Holdovers again prevail, 
along with moveovers. ‘Dragon’ is 
steady at the Blue Mouse going into 
its third week. Orpheum and Palo- 
mar have new bills, ‘Woman is Mine’ 
headlining former, while ‘Ice-Ca- 
pades’ solos at Palomar along with 
the usual vaude. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850- 30-40-50 )—‘Dragon’ (RKO) and 
‘Meet Again’ (RKO) (3d wk). Drag- 
ging at $1,800. Last week, same films, 
swell $3,400. 

Coliseum (H-E) (1,900; 21-32)— 
‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB) and ‘Big Storm’ 
(M-G) (2d run). Sauntering along 
at okay $2,700. Last week, ‘Caught 
Draft’ (Par) and ‘Shepherd Hills’ 
(Par) (2d run) $3,200, excellent. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349: 30-40- 
50)—‘Ladies Meet’ (M-G) and ‘Ring- 


side Maisie’ (M-G) (2d wk). Good 
$5,500. Last week, same films, grand 
$10,300. 


Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-50)— 
‘Mr. Jordan’ (Col) (2d wk). Headed 
for a big $5,500. Last week, same 
film, great $6,800. 

Music Box (‘H-E) (850; 30-40-50)— 
‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Navy 
Blue, Goid’ (M-G) (4th wk). Mighty 
nice at $2,500, and final week. Last 
week, same films, $4,000, immense. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600: 30-40-50)—‘Woman Mine’ (U) 
and ‘Very Young Lady’ (20th). Play- 
ing up the feminine but only fairish 
$6,500 because of opnosition new 
shows. Last week, ‘Dive Bomber’ 
(WB) (2d wk), marvelous $7,500. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 21-40)— 
‘Ice-Capades’ (Rep) and stage show. 
Getting a trim $5,000, mighty fine for 
this spot. Last week, ‘Fiesta Stars’ 
(Rep) and ‘Rags to Riches’ (Rep) 
plus vaude, Fifi D’Orsay helping to 
land $5,300, big. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039: 30-40-50) 
—‘Charlie’s Aunt’ (20th) and ‘Private 











days; and ‘Sunset Wyoming’ (Rep), 


Nurse’ (20th) (2d wk). Holding 
fairly well on second session and 


‘Ice-Capades’ 5G Each 


Kildare’ -Vaude $15,000 in Lively 
Cleve.; Lady Good 126; Bomber’ 136 





will snag about $6,200. Last week, 
same films, wonderful $12,500. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-40- 
50)—'Dive Bomber’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Hot from Orpheum and nice $3,300. 
Last week, ‘Hold Ghost’ (U), (4th 
wk), $2,600, good. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
30)—Hamilton Woman’ (UA) and 
‘Angels with Broken Wings’ (Rep) 
(2d run). Swell $2,700. Last week, 
‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Ride on 
Vaquero’ (20th) (2d run), big $2,600. 


Wash. Swamped With 
Oke Holdovers; ‘Hardy’ 
Fine 153G, ‘Bomber’ 156 


Washington, Sept. 9. 

Total take is off this week, but 
only because there’s not a new film 
in town, Everything’s either a 
holdover or a moveover, all doing 
nicely. ‘Life Andy Hardy’ at Capi- 
tol still seems the winner, though 
being pushed by ‘Dive Bomber,’ in 
its second stanza at Earle. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
—‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) (2d wk.), 
plus vaude. Holding to fine $15,500. 
Last week, same film, sizzling $24,- 
000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1.234; 28-44)— 
‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par) (2d run). No 
healthier than its first week, light 








$4,500. Last week, ‘Charley’s Aunt’ 
(20th) (2d run), okay third week, 
$5,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 


‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) (2d wk.), plus 
stage shows. Zooming toward a 
solid $15,000. Last week, same bill, 
top-notch $20,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 39-55)— 
‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) (2d wk.). Still 
good for at least $10,000 and due to 
stay on. Last week, same film, ex- 
cellent $13,000. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44)— 
‘Mr. Jordan’ (Col) (2d run). A 
sweetheart at $8,000 and holding for 
third downtown week. Last week, 
‘Smiling Ghost’ (WB), managed an 
average $5,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 28-55)— 
‘Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G) (2d wk.). On 
the build and heading for good $10,- 
000. Last week, same picture, just 
fair $15,500. 


‘BOMBER’ MONTREAL 





WHOPPER AT $10,000, 


Montreal, Sept. 9. 

Brace of double frames indicate 
good grosg pickup last week and 
continued betterment at most first- 
runs. ‘Dive Bomber’ liable to top 
town with socko coin and the Ab- 
bott-Costello repeat at Palace will 
likely run large. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 

‘Hold Ghost’ (U). Second. week. 


Pointing to handsome $7,000 after ex- 
cellent $9,000 last week. 


Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G) and ‘3 Sons 
Guns’ (WB). Good $6,500. Last 


week, ‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and 
‘Get Away’ (M-G), very good $8,000. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67)— 
‘Dive Bomber’ (WB). Best in Town, 
socko $10,000. Last week, ‘Aloma’ 
(Par), good $7,500. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-40-53)— 
‘Today We Live’ (M-G) and ‘Dr. Kil- 
dare Wedding’ (M-G). Fair $3,000. 


Last week, ‘World Premiere’ (Par) 
and ‘Forced Landing’ (Par), so-so 
$2,500. 


Orpheum (Ind) 
‘Topper Returns’ 
Streets Cairo’ (U) 
$3,000 ahead after 
week. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 30-60)—‘L’Empreinte du Dieu.’ 
Back to pre-summer days with good 
$1,500 probable. Last week, third 
frame of ‘Gens du Voyage,’ poor $700. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 
30-40) ‘Champagne Valse’ and ‘Mile 
Josette, ma Femme,’ Going great 
guns for big $6,000. Last week, ‘Le 
Revolte’ and ‘Naples, Baiser de Feu,’ 
very good $5,600. 


(1,100; 30-40-60)— 
(UA) and ‘Dark 
(2d wk). Good 
nice $4,000 last 





‘Bomber’ Great $16,500 
In J.C.; ‘Aunt’ Huge 14/4 


Jersey City, Sept. 9. 

‘Dive Bomber’ is doing terrific 
business at the Stanley this week. 
Slightly behind it the limited-sized 
State is getting another fine gross 
with ‘Charley’s Aunt.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s. (Lotw’s) (3,205; 28-33-50 )— 
‘Mr. Jordan’ (Col) and ‘First Beau’ 
(Col) (2d wk). Best that can be 
hoped for is fair $9,500. Last week, 
good $14,500. 

Stanley (WB) 


(4.500; 30-35-55 )— 





‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) and ‘Rags to 





Cleveland, Sept. 9 
Autumn convention trade is sweet. 
ening grosses and offsetting the drop 
in matinee trade since the schools 


reopened. Palace is back in clover 
again with the resumption of vaude, 
with Billy (Sneezy) Gilbert's stage 
bill plus ‘Kildare’s Wedding Day’ 
depositing a solid chunk of coin into 
the RKO deluxer. 

‘Dive Bomber’ also is showing sur- 
prising zoom at the Hipp, and even 
‘Lady Be Good’ is keeping the State 
far above the average mark. That 
local workers in defense plants are 
spending their dough again is fur. 
ther demonstrated by the strong biz 
Stillman’s ‘Dr. Jekyll’ and Allen’s 
‘Hold That Ghost’ are getting on 
moveovers, 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (Printz) (1,200; 10-20-35)— 
‘Blondie Society’ (Col) and ‘Citadel 
Crime’ (Rep). Fairish $1,100 on four 
days, with ‘Bowery Blitzkrieg’ 
(Mono) and ‘Under Fiesta Skies’ 
(Rep) livelier in the last three days, 
$1,200. 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— 
‘Hold Ghost’ (U). Blitzing its way 
along to a powerful $7,200 on the 
shiftover from the Hipp, and one of 
its top weeks. Last week, ‘Charley’s 
Aunt’ (20th) no less potent, grand 
$7,000 on second round. 

Circle (Polster) (1,800; 20-35)~— 
‘Stars Look Down’ (M-G) and ‘Bul- 
lets O'Hara’ (WB). Brisk $3,000 or a 
shade better. Last week, ‘Parson of 
Panamint’ (Par) and ‘Point Widow’ 
(Par) raised by holidays to a good 
$3,000, too. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-45-42-55) 
—Dive Bomber’ (WB). Not enough 
femme appeal, but thriller’s flying 
high for $13,000, extra fine. Last 
week, ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) giggled 
up a great $15,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 30-35-42-55- 
66 )—‘Kildare’s Wedding Day’ (M-G), 
with Billy Gilbert on vaude bill 
Film’s purely secondary, with sneez- 
ing movie comic and neat lineup of 
acts the real pull at $15,000, very 


profitable here. Last week, ‘Para- 
chute Battalion’ (RKO) and Earl 
Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ went cloud- 


jumping, big $21,500. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—Lady Be Good’ (M-G). A bit soap- 
bubbly for this time of the year, but 
catching around $12,000 through good 
exploitation. Last week, ‘Jekyll- 
Hyde’ (M-G) batted out a three-base 
hit, $18,000. 

Stillman (Loew's) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
55 )—‘Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G). Still 
packing a b.o. wallop on a moveover 
for a second chapter, terrific $7,500 
in sight. Last week, ‘Whistling Dark’ 
(M-G) (2d wk), very satisfactory at 
$4,000. 


‘Ladies Meet’ $15,000 
In Balto; ‘Badlands’ 96, 
‘Bomber’ Big 2d Wk 


Baltimore, Sept. 9 

Plethora of h.o. films featuring this 
week’s lineup here but not hurting 
the boxoffice take. Only two new- 
comers, ‘When Ladies Meet,’ at 
Loew’s Century, and ‘Badlands of 
Dakota,’ at Keith’s, are faring well. 
Of the repeaters, ‘Dive Bomber,’ at 


the Stanley, is holding a _ healthy 
pace, 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 


28-44 )—‘Ladies Meet’ (M-G) Attract- 
ing steady trade particularly in day- 
time with robust $15,000. Last week, 


‘Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G) held up in 
healthy fashion at $15,800. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,250; 


15-28-39-44-55-66)—Mr. Jordan’(Col) 
(2d wk) plus new stage layout of 
Major Bowes’ All-Star Parade of 
1941. Holding nicely probably due 
to the stage talent, Bowes’ units al- 
ways hitting pay dirt here. Should 
reach a satisfying $12,000, okay after 
a first round last week tied to Ciro 
Rimac’s Pan-American revue which 
hit $15,200. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
28-39-44)—‘Badlands of Dakota’ (U). 
Fairly steady at sturdy $9,000. Last 
week, ‘Woman Is Mine’ (U) reached 
$7,600 with considerable help from 
holiday weekend. 

New (Mechanic) (1.581; 15-28-35- 
44)—‘Sun Valley’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Holding strong pace to $5,000 after a 
rosy $8,300 on the opening sesh, both 
good figures for limited capacity 
here. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-28-39-44- 
55)—‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Still booming at $14,000 after ringing 
the bell solidly on first round with 
socko $17,600. 


Riches’ (Rep). Swell $16,500 antici- 
pated. Last week, ‘Hold Ghost’ (U) 
and ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), fine 
$16,000. 

State (Skouras) (2,150; 30-35-55)— 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) and ‘Dressec 
to Kill’ (20th). This dual destined tc 
catch huge $14,500. Last week, ‘Kis* 
Boys’ (Par) and ‘Officer Lady’ (Col), 
fair $8,000. 
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‘Jekyll’ Giant $19,000 in Frisco 


Despite Heat Wave; ‘Ladies 166 





San Francisco, Sept. 9. 

Record-breaking hot weather here 
sloughed matinees and slowed up 
evening biz. Reopening of school 
also took its toll, Despite the heat, 
‘Dr. Jekyll’ will do nicely at the Fox, 
while ‘When Ladies Meet’ seems to 
be holding up at the Paramount. 
Second week of ‘Citizen Kane’ was 
nicked sharply by the sun, although 
trade is still brisk. 

‘Fantasia’ also is doing okay, but 
isn’t likely to ride beyond a third 
week on its present revival sked. 
Everything depends on the weather, 
with estimates likely to take a sud- 
den switch either way if the ther- 
mometer cuts any more capers. 

Today (Admission Day) has been 
proclaimed a State holiday, which 
may help, with banks, etc., closed. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— 
‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (M-G) and ‘Down 
San Diego’ (M-G). Going great guns 
despite heat wave. May get $19.000, 
superb. Last week, ‘Sun Valley’ 
(20th) and ‘Private Nurse’ (20th) 
helped by Labor Day to an excellent 
$19,000, topping expectations. 

Geary (Curran) (1,286; 57-77-1.10- 
1.65)—‘Fantasia’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Mail orders are still strong for the 
night shows, but light mats will hold 
this to under $6,000. Last (1st) week’s 
big opening slipped when _ school 
started, holding the take to $7,600, 
way under expectations, but. still 
okay. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 
55)—‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) = and 
vaude (2d wk). Heat hurting, but 
still good for huge $14,500, and holds 
a third. First week tremendous at 
$21,500. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,400; 35- 
40-50) —‘Mr. Jordan’ (Col) (4th wk) 
and ‘Officer and Lady’ (2d wk). Final 
frame of five days coralled last- 
minute stragglers for okay $5,500. 
Last (3d) week held up for a strong 
$8,500. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470: 35-40- 
50) —‘Ladies Meet’ (M-G) and ‘Whis- 
tling Dark’ (M-G). Possible $16,000, 
barring too much weather. Last (3d- 
final) week, ‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M- 
G) and ‘Kildare’s Wedding’ (M-G) 
finished in the groove with $9,000, 
way over expectations. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475: 35-40- 
50)—‘Sun Valley’ (20th) and ‘Private 
Nurse’ (20th) (moved from Fox). 
Second week on the street will bring 
this house $6,000, slightly over aver- 
age. Last week, moveover of ‘Wild 
Geese’ (20th) and ‘Very Young Lady’ 
(20th) held up for okay $5,000. 


United Artists (UA-Blumbenfeld) 
(1,200; 35-40-50)—‘Major Barbara’ 
(UA) and ‘Tanks a Million’ (UA). 


Reopens today under new ownership. 


Former Herman Cohen house started ing $9,000. 


its annual summer layoff last week 


in July. 
Warfield (F-WC) (2,650: 35-40-50) 


—‘Aloma’ (Par) and ‘Lady Louisiana’ | 
Not too strong here, | 
with fair $7,000. First week dropped | 
off to $13,000 despite Labor Day and | 


(Rep) (2d wk). 


Dr. I. Q. on stage. 


‘Jordan’ Slick $11,000 


Denver; ‘Aloma’ Big #0. 





Denver, Sept. 9 

Matinee business is dropping off 
with nights and weekends picking 
up as usual with the arrival of fall. 
However, biz is topflight in all spots. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)—‘Sun 
Valley’ (20th), after week at Denver 
and day-date with Broadway. 
$5,500. Last week, ‘Dive Bomber’ 
(WB), neat $4,500 after week at 
Denver. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-40) 
‘Sun Valley’ (20th), after week 
Denver and day-date with Aladdin 
Good $3,000. Last week, ‘Life Andy 





Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘They Meet | 
Again’ (RKO), after two weeks at |} 
Orpheum, fair $2,500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Aloma’ (Par) (2d wk). Fine 
$10,000. Last week ‘Aloma’ did fine 
$12,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 


‘Mr. Jordan’ (Col) and ‘Dressed to 
Kill’ 20th). Slick $11,000 for 
combo. Last week, ‘Sun Valley’ 
(20th) and ‘Ellery Queen’s Perfect 
Crime’ (Col), fine $13,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Citizen Kane’ (RKO) (2d wk) and 

ildare’s Wedding Day’ (M-G). 
Feeble $7,000. Last week, ‘Citizen 
Kane’ (RKO) and ‘Scattergood Meets 
Broadway’ (RKO), neat $11,000. 
‘ Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
Dive Bomber’ (WB), after week at 


each Denver and Aladdin, and 
Father Steps Out’ (Mono). Robust 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Ruggles Red 


Gap’ (Par) (reissue) and ‘Broadway 
Limited’ (UA), good $5,500. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Ruggles 
Red Gap’ (Par), after week at Para- 
mount, and ‘Border Vigilantes’ (Par). 
Good $2,000. Last week, ‘Hold 
Ghost’ (U), after week at each Den- 
ver and Aladdin, and ‘Robbers 


Range’ (RKO), nice $2,000. 





Key City Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
This Week.......... $1,902,100 
(Based on 28 cities, 189 thea- 
tres, chiefty first runs, including 
| FF, 
Total Gross Same Week 
Og ae $1,644,300 
(Based on 25 cities, 169 theatres) 











| okay, 





| 60 )—‘Naval 


Nice | 
| Time. 
| State 
| $3,800. 


at | 


(‘Sun Valley’ Lincoln 





‘Sun Valley’ $9,500 
In Lively Louisville; 
‘Ladies’ Slick $8,000 


Louisville, Sept. 9. 

Biz at the first-runs is shaping up 
with ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ 
at the Rialto pulling 'em in in flocks, 
particularly the young element lured 
by Sonya Henie and Glenn Miller’s 
band. ‘When Ladies Meet’ also is 
doing nicely at Loew’s State. 

State Fair week started Saturday 
(6) with Renfro Valley Barn Dance 
as the leading event. Fair is closing 
Saturday (13) with the $10,000 
Horse Show. Pic houses are deriv- 
ing some benefit from the visitors 
in town. National (2,400-seat vaude- 
filmer) opened Friday (5) to four 
near-capacity shows. House has 
been leased by Anthony and Gatto. 


Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 15-30-40)—‘Aloma’ (Par) and 
‘Flying Blind’ (Par). Moved over 
here after bumper week at Rialto. 
Fine $2,500. Last week, ‘Life Andy 
Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Queen Perfect 
Crime’ (Col), third downtown week, 
and second at this house, healthy 


$2,400. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
—John Doe’ (WB) and ‘Knew All 
Answers’ (Col). Doing usual con- 
sistently good biz. All right $1,500. 
Last week, ‘Blood Sand’ (20th) and 





‘Night Lisbon’ (Par). Zoomed to 
fine, $1,700. 

Loew's State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- 
30-40)—‘Ladies Meet’ (M-G) and 


‘Blondie Society’ (Col). Business is 
getting a healthy share of down- 
town traffic. Satisfactory $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G) and 
‘Whistling Dark’ (M-G) with help 
of Labor Day and long week-end 
holiday, about same $8,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
$1-62-30)-—‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Final stanza for this special, fine 
$5,000, sweet after last week’s rous- 


(2,400: 16-35-50- 
Academy’ (Col) with 
Bert Smith’s stage show ‘Hello 
Louisville’ with vaude acts and girl 
line. Playing four shows Saturday 
and Sunday, and midnight show Sat- 
urday night, three shows balance of 
the week, Biz was capacity at nights 
over the week end. Bumper $11,- 
000 with stage show providing bulk 
of the draw. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Sun Valley’ (20th) 
‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th). Combo of 


National (Indie) 


| Henie name on marquee, and pres- 


ence in cast of Milton Berle and 
Glenn Miller’s ork is reason enough 
for swell $9.500, and possible h. o. 
Last week, ‘Aloma’ (Par) and ‘Fly- 
ing Blind’ (Par) topped the town 
with strong $8,500 and moveover. 
Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 
15-30-40) — ‘Parachute Battalion’ 
(RKO) and ‘Scattergood Meets 
Broadway’ (RKO), plus March of 
Pulling in some biz from 
Fair visitors, probably fine 


A heed 
Leader, Smash $5,000 
Lincoln, Neb., Sept. 9. 
Whammo ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ is 
leading the pack with the Henie- 


|! Glenn Miller ahead of ‘Caught in the 


Draft’ at same scale in the Stuart. 


Frank Buck’s ‘Jungle Cavalcade’ is | 
| making money for the Varsity, one 


of the few winners on the summer 
bargain policy. 

Influx of school kids, which will 
reach 7,000 for three colleges in town 
b¥ the middle of the month, is al- 
ready being felt. Last week’s 73d 
annual State Fair proved not so dis- 
astrous as showmen feared. 

Estimates for This Week 

Colenial (Monroe-Noble - Federer) 
(750; 10-15)—‘Lone Rider Ambushed’ 
(PRC) and (‘Whispering Smith’ 
(PRC) split with ‘Great Train Rob- 
bery’ (Rep) and ‘Texas Stagecoach’ 
(Col). B.o. upsurge felt even in this 
opry house, solid $1,100. Last week, 
‘Girl Havana’ (Rep) and ‘Billy Kid 
Santa Fe’ (PRC) split with ‘Still 
Alive” (RKO) and ‘Arizona Bound’ 
(Mono). So-so $900. 

LincoIn (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 
10-25-40)—‘Woman Is Mine’ (U). 
Bucking terrifte cormpetition should 





and | 








BROOKLYN BIZ BOOMS 


‘Sons o’ Guns’-Fitzgerald-Ink Spots 
$14,500 in 4 Days—Jordan’ 20G 








Brooklyn, Sept. 9. 

Business is booming in the down- 
town sector of City of Churches, 
especially at Fabian Fox, which is 
displaying ‘Here Comes Mr. Jordan’ 
aaa ‘Prisoner on Devil’s Island.’ 
Holdovers at Brooklyn Paramount 
and RKO Albee also are in the chips. 
Strand with stage shows and flickers 
looks promising. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,274; 30-40-50-55)— 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) (2d wk) and 
‘Farmer Takes Wife’ (20th) will 
snare neat $14,000. Last week, Benny 
flicker and ‘Dressed to Kiil’ (20th) 
drew strong $19,000. 

Fox (Fabian) (4,023: 30-40-50-55)-—— 
‘Mr. Jordan’ (Col) and ‘Prisoner on 
Devil’s Island’ (WB), nifty $20,000. 
Last week, ‘Bad Men Missouri’ (WB) 
and ‘Perfect Crime’ (Col) (2d wk), 
good $13,000. 

Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 30-40-50-55 )— 
‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Whis- 
tling in Dark’ (M-G), attractive $18,- 
000. Last week, ‘Stars Look Down’ 
(M-G) and ‘Ringside Maizie’ (M-G), 
quiet $13,500. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 30-40- 


50-55) — ‘Kiss Boys’ (Par) and 
‘Officer and Lady’ (Col) (2d wk). 
Satisfactory $15,000. Last week, 


swell $22,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,800; 30-40-50-55 — 
‘8 Sons o’ Guns’ (WB) and stage 
show with Ella Fitzgerald band and 
4 Ink Spots. Slick $14,500. Last 
week, ‘World Premiere’ (Par) plus 
Vaughn Monroe’s band and Dinah 
Shore on stage, good $13,500 House 
plays only Friday through Monday. 


‘Ladies Meet’ Fancy 
$8,700 in So-So Omaha; 
‘Man Hunt’ Strong 926 


Omaha, Sept. 9. 

‘Man Hunt’ and ‘Kisses for Break- 
fast’ are doing okay at the Orpheum, 
while ‘When Ladies Meet’ and 
‘Forced Landing’ at the Omaha are 
giving a good tone to the town. Sec- 
ond week of ‘Citizen Kane’ and ‘Re- 
pent at Leisure,’ at Brandeis, is just 
fair. 





Estimates for This Week 


Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-30- 
40)—‘Man Hunt’ (20th) and ‘Kisses 
Breakfast’ (WB), good $9,500. Lasi 
week, ‘Sun Valley’ (20th) and ‘Ac- 
cent Love’ (20th), fine $10,000. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30-40) 
—‘Ladies Meet’ (M-G) and ‘Forced 
Landing’ (Par), acceptable $8,700. 
Last week, ‘Aloma’ (Par) and ‘Point 
Widow’ (Par), good $8,900. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40)—-Second week of ‘Citizen 
Kane’ (RKO) 


$4,100. 

State (Goldberg) (900; 25-35)—‘In 
Navy’ (U) and ‘Night Lisbon’ (Par) 
split with ‘Mr. Dynamite’ (U), ‘Bad 
Men Missouri’ (WB) and ‘Quarter- 
back’ (Par). Last half of week, usual 
prices (10-20-25), very good $1,100. 
Last week (10-20-25), ‘Dictator’ (UA) 


and ‘Rookies Parade’ (Rep) split 
with ‘Lady Cheyenne’ (U), ‘Blondie 
Society’ (Col) and ‘Underground’ 


(WB), pretty fair $900. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,500: 10-20-25) 
—‘Bad Man Deadwood’ (Rep). ‘Lady 
Cheyenne’ (U), ‘Cowboy Blonde’ 
(20th) triple) split with ‘Range War’ 
(PRC), ‘Adventure Washington’ 
(Col) and ‘Singing Hills‘ (Rep), 
‘Dreaming Loud’ (RKO) and ‘Meet 
John Doe’ (WB), fair $900. Last 
week, ‘Wide Open Town’ (Par), 
‘Caught Draft’ (Par) and ‘Man Lost 
Self’ (U) split triple with ‘Thunder- 


ing Frontier’ (Col), ‘Biscuit Eater’ 
and ‘Desert Bandit’ (Rep), Blood 
Sand’ (20th), ‘Parole Fixer’ (Par), | 


ordinary $1,000. 


Avenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- 
berg) (960-600-300: $25) ‘In Navy’ 
(U) and ‘Night Lisbon’ (Par) split 
with ‘Quarterback’ (Par). ‘Bad Men | 
| Missouri’ and ‘Cowboy Blonde’ (20) 
lat the Avenue and Military, with 
‘Shining Victory’ (WB), ‘Quarter- 
back’ (Par) and ‘Cowboy Blonde’ 
(20) at the Dundee, fair $900. Last 
week, ‘Dictator’ (U). ‘Rookies Pa- 
rade’ (Rep), split with ‘Lady Chey- 
enne’ (U). ‘Blondie Society’ (Col) 
and ‘Underground’ (WB), good 
| $1,000. 
end with plump red $2,600. Last 


week, ‘Aloma’ (Par). 
for juicy $4,100. 

Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,- 
236; 10-15-20)—‘Lady Red Hair’ (WB) 
and ‘Accent on Love’ (20th). Sound 
$1,900. Last week, ‘Old Colorado’ 
(Par) and ‘Father's Son’ (WB). 
Just average $1,500. 

Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) 
10-25-40) —‘Sun Valley’ (20th). 


Got nine days 


(1,884; 
Best 


thing since GWTW. Looks for cinch | 
get | 


$5,000, smasho. Probably wili 
h.o. Last week, ‘Whistling Dark’ 
(M-G). Good reviews and word-of- 
mouth brought $2,900, strong. 

Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 10- 
20-25)—‘Jungle Cavalcade” (RKO). 
Nobody can explain why, but will 
grab hefty $2,300. Last week, ‘Son 


and ‘Repent Leisure’ | 
(RKO), light $3,400. Last week, good | 


| Cirele 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 


(Based on 14 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Are $341,600 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


Miller-‘Charlie’ Big 
Hub Leader, $30,000; 








Boston, Sept. 9. 


Good all around 


business 


up with spiffy b.o. reaction. Glenn 
ton is way out in front with indica- 
tions that he’ll top his gross here a 
year ago. 
with ‘Whistling in the Dark’ at the 
Orpheum and State is a strong hold- 
over, and ‘Citizen Kane’ is ditto in 
its second week at the Memorial. 
‘Wild Geese Calling’ is the standout 
of the new product lineup. 


Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 44-55-65)— 
‘Hurry Charlie’ (RKO) and Glenn 
Miller stage show on a five-a-day 
schedule over the weekend is headed 
for big coin, around $30,000. Last 
week ‘Private Nurse’ (20th) and 
stage show topped by Gypsy Rose 
Lee, Billy Gilbert and Frank Libuse 
turned in a nifty $22,700. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,373: 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Aloma’ (Par) and ‘Bride Wore 
Crutches’ (20th) (both continued 
from Met), aiming at pleasing $5,000. 
Last week ‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) and 
‘Passage Hongkong’ (WB) (both con- 
tinued from two weeks at Met), 
same. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900: 28- 
39-44-55 )—‘Kane’ (RKO) and ‘Scat- 
tergood Broadway’ (RKO), holdover, 
will hit around $16,000 with possible 
third stanza in sight. First week this 
combo tallied $22,300, very good 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 28-39- 
44-55)—‘Wild Geese’ (20th) and ‘Ice- 
Capades’ (Rep), shaping up to $18.- 
000, good. Last week ‘Aloma’ (Par) 
j}and ‘Bride Wore Crutches’ (20th), 
| $17,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900: 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (M-G) and 
‘Whistling in Dark’ (M-G), seron4 
week, will scare up around $18,000, 





very good. First week same duo 
took $24,000, smash. 
Paramount (M&P) (1,797: 28-39- 


44-55)—‘Aloma’ (Par) 
Wore Crutches’ (20th) (both con- 
tinued from Met), indicating $7,000, 
okay. Last week ‘Dive omber’ 
| (WB) and ‘Passage Hongkong’ (WB) 
(both continued from two weeks at 
Met), $7,500. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 28-39-44-55 )— 
‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (M-G) and ‘Whis- 





| ing in around $12,000, slick. First | 
| week socko $16,400. 

Transiox (Translux) (900: 15-25- 
| 44)—‘Hurricane Smith’ (Rep) and 


Lion Has Wings’ (UA), tallying so-so 
| $2,000. Last week ‘Cock of Air’ 
| (UA) and ‘Two in Taxi’ (Col), $2,500. 


| 


| ncaa ones vce es 





‘Jekyll’ Socko $12,500 


| Tops Better Indpls. 


Indianapolis, Sept. 9 
With che Lyric dropping stage 
shows and swinging into a holdover 
house, about $6,000 per week is re- 
leased for distribution to other 
houses in the downtown sector. Thi 
week, Loew's grabbing off the 
lion’s share with socko business on} 
‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’ dualled 


| with ‘Whistling in the Dark.’ Indiana 
|is doing nicely with ‘Manpower’ and 
‘Bachelor Daddy.’ 

Estimates for this Week 


| (Katz-Dolle) (2,600: 25-39- 
| 40)—‘Underground’ (WB) and ‘Out 
lof Fog’ (WB), okay $7,300. 
| week, ‘Aloma’ (Par) and 

| Premiere’ (Par), ditto $6,700. 
| Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3/100: 25-30- 


‘World 


|lor Daddy’ 
; week, ‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) 
March of Time, nice $9,500. 


and 


| ‘Dr. Jekyll’ 


| Dark’ (M-G), socko $12,500. Last 


Away’ (M-G) good $9,200. 

Lyric (Katz-Dolle) 
40)—‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) 
weak $4,000 after going big in first 





‘Jekyll’ Ditto 2d Wk. 


this | 
week with the new season opening | 


Miller on the stage of the RKO Bos- | 
| nered 
| Day visitors helping. 
‘Jekyll and Hyde’ dualled | 





| tercood Meets 
| building up for good $8,000. 


| show, 
and ‘Bride | 


| ‘Caroline’ 
tling in Dark’ (M-G), holdover, rak- | 


| (Charlie Chan 


Last | 


| (both 2d wk). 
| 40)—‘Manpower’ (WB) and ‘Bache- | 
(U) good $8,500. Last | 


week, ‘Ladies Meet’ (M-G) and ‘Get | 


(1,900; 25-30- | (Par) (both 2d wk). 
(2d wk)| Last week, good $1,400. 


‘Jekyll Smash $31,000 in 2 Spots 
In LA.; Upbeat Tilts ‘Navy Blues’ 
To $22,000 Ditto, 


‘Aloma’ 156 2d Wk. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 9. 
The bvsiness upswing registered 
last week is being maintained all 
along the line. Mail Carrier and 
Florists’ conventions boosted grosses 
but the trend towards better attend- 


| ance at picture houses appears to be 


general. 

‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’ is doing 
turnaway business at the State and 
Chinese, heading for $31,000 at both 
houses. ‘Navy Blues’ built quickly 
to a fine $22,000 for the combined 
Hollywood and Downtown. 

Holdovers and moveovers also are 
dunking into the gravy tain. ‘Aloma 
of the South Seas’ is ringing up $15,- 


000 at the Paramount while ‘Sun 
| Valley’ is doing $7,000 at the Wilt- 
shire. 


Estimates for This Week 
Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,518; 83- 
$1.10-$1.65)—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (32d 
wk). Strong $5,300. Last week gar- 
excellent $6,900 with Labor 


Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,034; 
30-44-55-75) — ‘Jekyll-Mr. Hyde’ 
(M-G) and ‘Down San Diego’ (M-G), 
Rolling up hefty $14,000. Last week, 
‘Sun Valley’ (20th) and ‘Charlie 
Chan in Rio’ (20th), neat $13,600. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800: 20-44-55) 
— ‘Navy Blues’ (WB) opened strong 
single billed with $12,000 in the bag. 
Last week, ‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) (2d 
wk), rang up strong $12,000 on re- 
peat. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 30-44- 
55)—‘Stars Look Down’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Sliding to poor $2,700. Opening 
week wound up with $4,400, under 
expectations. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-44-55) 
—Navy Blues’ (WB) grabbing off 
neat $10,000. Single billing for top- 
line Warner product appears to be 
working out for the two houses. Last 
week, ‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) (2d wk), 
came through with topnotch $9,000. 


Orpheum (B’way) (2,200; 30-44-55) 
—Two ina Taxi’ (Col) and ‘Cracked 
Nuts’ (U) with The Merry Macs 
heading stage show, bangup $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Passage From Hongkong’ 
(WB) and ‘Sweetheart of Campus” 
(Col) with Nick Lucas on stage, 
Okay $8,800. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-44-55)— 
‘Caroline’ (RKO) (2d wk) and ‘Scat- 
Broadway’ (RKO), 
Last 
week, ‘Caroline’ and “Time Out For 
Rhythm’ (Col), spurted suddenly 


' into the holdover class with robust 


$13,500 after a weak opening. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-44-55- 
75)—‘Aloma’ (Par) (2d wk) and 
‘Puddin’ Head’ (Rep) with stage 
pulling okay $15,000. Last 
week, ‘Aloma’ soloing with stage 
show registered smash $26,000. 

RKO (RKO) (2,872; 30-44-55)— 
‘Caroline’ (RKO) (2d wk) and 
‘Hurry, Charlie’ (RKO). Word-of- 
mouth sending the Ronald Colman 
picture along to good returns with 
approximately $7,000. Last week 
and ‘Time For Rhythm’ 
(Col). big $11,700. 


Siate (Loew-F-WC) (2,204: 30-44- 


55-75 —‘Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G) and 
‘Down San Diego’ (M-G). Smash 
$17,000. Last week, ‘Sun Valley’ 
(20th) and ‘Charlie Chan in Rio’ 


(20'h), rang bell for fine $17,609. 
United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100: 
30-44-55)—Sun Valley’ (20th) and 
in Rio’ (20th), first 
rate $5.900 on moveover. Last weck, 


‘Our Wife’ (Col) and ‘Richest Man 
Town. (Col). voor $2.290. 

Wilshire (F-WCY (2,296: 30-74-55) 
‘Sun Valley’ (20th) and ‘Charlie 
Chan in Rio’ (°0th). heading for $7,- 
000 on moveover Last week, ‘Li*te 
Andy Hardv’ (M-G) (2d wk) and 
Bro id A 


y Limited’ (UA). $4,600. 


H.0.S IN NEWARK 
‘Aloma’s’ 2d Weak $° 000: ‘Aunt’ Re- 
peat OK $13,000 

Newark, Sept. 9. 
Holdovers predominate among the 
downtown theatres, with every ma- 
jor house running its bill a second 
week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Paramount ‘Adams-Par) 
30-35-44-55)—‘Aloma South 
(Par) and ‘Parson Panamint’ 


(2,000; 
Seas’ 
(Par) 
Weak $8.000 in view. 
Last week, sweet $13,000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,400; 28-44-55) 
—‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) (2d wk) 
and ‘Jungle Cavaleade’ (RKO). 


Loew's (Loew's) (2,400; 25-30-40 )— | Should take fine $13,000. Last week, 
(M-G) and ‘Whistling in| ‘Aunt’ 


and ‘Dressed Kill’ 
smash $16,500. 

Little (Franklin) (300; 33-39-44-55) 
—‘Intermezzo’ (UA) and ‘Midnight’ 
Nice $1,200. 


State (Loew's) (2,600:.28-33-44-55) 


(20th), 


o’ Guns’ (WB). Manager was calling | stanza at Indiana. Last week, ‘Sons! —‘Mr. Jordan’ (Col) and ‘First Beau’ 


’em something worse. Five days, 


weak $1,550. 


O’Guns’ (WB) and Del 
orch on stage, okay $11,000. 


Courtney! (Col) (both 2d wk). 


Nice $11,000 


seen. Last week, swell $15,000. 
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United Detroit Again ‘Horrors Up 
A Metro Pic and Improves the B.0.: 


‘Jekyll-Hyde Bally a la Crawford 








Detroit, Sept. 9. 
Following up its exploitation on 
*A Woman's Face’—which caused 
Metro to revise its national cam- 
paign on the picture—United Detroit 
Theatres here has repeated the trick 
with ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.’ 
With stills too prettified consider- 
ing the horror slant on a class pic- 
ture, the chain sliced into the film 
for a blowup of Spencer Tracy’s face | 
in the ‘Mr. Hyde’ impersonation. In 
its exploitation it subdued the usual 
pretty girl stuff and went big on its 
use of the ugly side of things. In the 
case of ‘A Woman’s Face’ it had 
combed through the film footage for 
the ghastly side of Joan Crawford's 
face, which hypoed the picture to a} 
scale where Metro called back and 
revised its original campaign and 
awarded Ear] Hudson, president of 
UD, a special ‘exploitation’ medal. 
2,000-Seater’s $18,000 Take 
Device seems to again reflect that, 
while studios are loath to go into the 
seamy side of pix, still playing things | 
close to the conventional slant, the 
nervy use of horror in conjunction 
with a Class A praduct gets results. 
Following the campaign with the 
‘horrible’ Tracy, the United Artists, 
with only a seating capacity of 2,000, 
pulled in the terrific gross of $18,000 
in its first week. Proportionally, it 
topped everything the picture did 
elsewhere on the conventional cam- 
paigns since the house had also 
opened cold for the season. 
Evidence that again Metro will re- 
vise its original advertising cam- 
paign was reflected in the fact that 
several exhibitors already have writ- 
ten to United Detroit requesting 
mats, etc., on the local campaign. 


SATEVEPOST TIEUP ON 
BAND CAVALCADE PIC 


Extraordinary RKO tieup, consid- 
ering that it’s the conservative Sat- 
urday Evening Post, occurs in the 
Oct. 4 and Oct. 11 issues, balloting 
for an All-American Band. It’s a 
stunt that special RKO-William 
Dieterle publicist, David E. Green, 
promoted on behalf of ‘Syncopation,’ 
forthcoming band cavalcade filmusi- 
cal. Idea is that the basic nine mu- 
sicians—as set up in the ballot—will 
be ‘invited’ to perform in the RKO 
(Dieterle unit) film. 

Satevepost’s angle is self-promo- 
tional, since the resulting interest 
would point up strong juvenile read- 
ership in the Post. The Satevepost’s 
stunt, in turn, will be further spot- 
lighted via a series of radio ads in 
all key cities, plus lesser keys. 


UA, Frisco, Under UA Co. 
Mgmt. Since Tuesday (9) 


San Francisco, Sept. 9. 

United Artists theatre reopens to- 
day (9) under new ownership. Sale 
of the house to United Artists Corp., 
Joe Blumenfield and D. J. McNerney 
for a reported $150,000 by Herman 
Cohen was finally culminated late 
Friday (5) after several weeks of 
negotiations. UA has 50%, with 
Blumenfeld and McNerney holding 
the other half. Blumenfeld will per- 
sonally operate the showcase, with 
McNerney’s son-in-law, Ed Leacy, 
coming over from Blumenfeld’s Es- 
quire in Oakland as house manager. | 

Deal had been on and off several | 
times, once reaching stage where | 
newspaper ads and billboards her- 
alded an Aug. 28 opening. UA Corp. 
wanted a little more time, however, 
while its attorneys buzzed over legal 
details, with the final inking coming 
late Friday (5). 

Cohen said he has ‘no special rea- 
son’ for selling except that things 
worked out so that both sides had 
the opportunity to make a deal that 
was too good to pass up. The ‘last | 
independent first-run 

















vacation before deciding what he’ll | 
do next. 

Charles Schlaifer, for five years 
Cohen’s right-hand man, and who 
won himself a national rep with his 
exploitation stunts on UA flicks here, 
probably will join an advertising 
agency when he fully recovers from 
his recent major operation. Schlaifer 
has had offers from Hollywood and 
New York, as well as local bids. 


v 


, June, Maurice Bergman, his ad man- 


‘THEATRES’ USO DRIVE 


operator in | years, 
America’ as he called himself will | has appointed Joseph D. Basson, its 


Kent-McCarthy Huddling 


Returning to New York Monday | 
(8) from his Thousand Islands home 
where he spent the summer, Sidney 
R. Kent has on his agenda for at- 
tention today (Wed.) discussions 
with Charles R. McCarthy, looking 
to his remaining at 20th-Fox. 

When McCarthy resigned last 





ager, turned in his departure pa- 
pers at the same time. Kent urged 
both to remain for a while. 


Willkie Scores 


Continued from page 5 


of worship, freedom of speech, free- 
dom to choose his government with- 
out interference, and freedom to live 








McCarthy reported ill the first 
two days of this week. 





EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS, 


Because the number of theatres 
enlisted in the campaign topped ex- 
pectations, early indications are that 
the actual coin collected in the pic- 
ture industry’s United Service Or- 
ganization $1,000,000 drive will ex- 
ceed previous anticipation. Cam- 
paign ended at midnight Sunday (7), 
but several theatres throughout the 
U. S. are carrying on a few extra 





days because audiences reacted so}, 


well to the house collections. 

Check shows that 10,223 houses 
were enrolled in the USO theatre 
drive, which is an extremely high 
percentage out of some 16,000 active 
operations. In each theatre ushers 
made collections following’ the 
screening of the special film biz USO | 
trailer, produced by Metro. One re-| 
port was that voluntary contribu- 
tions averaged 10c per person, al- 
though even a preliminary estimate 
of the total sum collected in the U.S. 
will not be available until later this 
week. Exact total will not be known 
possibly for two weeks. 

Joseph Bernhard, Warner Bros. 
theatres head, served as chairman of 
the film business committee handling 
the drive. 


Marchetti Wins Decish 
To Bankroll L.&A. Pic 


Los Angeles, Sept. 9. 

Roger Marchetti, bankroller of 
the first Lum ’n Abner picture, 
won an arbitration decision uphold- 
ing his contract to finance Jack 
Votion’s second film co-starring the 
radio team. Board ruled that even 
if Votion acquires other financing 
for the second picture, Marchetti is 
entitled to 15% of Votion’s profits 
and salary. é 

Original contract stipulated that 
Marchetti was to be given sufficient 
advance notice if Votion intended 
to arrange other financing arrange- 











ments, with Marchetti being per- 
mitted the opportunity to meet 
other financial terms. RKO is re- 


leasing the next Lum and Abner 
picture. 








9 Harry Harris Theatres 
Sue IATSE on Contract | 


Nine corporations connected with | 
the Harry A. Harris Theatre Cir- | 
cuit, of New York, have filed suit 
in N. Y. supreme court against 
Local 306 of the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees, seeking an injunction to 
stop arbitration proceedings which 
the union has instituted to secure 
bigger wages and better working 
conditions. The plaintiff theatres 
(9) complain that the union has no 
right to start such proceedings in 
an odd year under the basic agree- 
ment signed in March, 1938. 

Under this agreement, it is alleged, 
retroactive demands cannot’ be 
made, and all changes in the con- 
tract must be arbitrated in even 
The defendant. it is claimed, 


president, and Bert Popkin, its busi- 
ness manager, as arbitrators to de- 
cide on conditions from Sept. 1, 
1940, to August, 1942. The theatres 
are the Delmar, Columbia, Sunset, 
Central, Dorset, Washington, Bronx, 
Bluebird and New 14th, in Manhat- 
tan and the Bronx. It is also 
claimed that the last four are out of 
business, and no claim against them 
is possible. 





in economic security.’ 

By holding such a drumhead trial, 
the isolationists are jeopardizing 
fundamental liberties and disregard- 
ing the Bill of Rights, Willkie argued. 
He said there is no reason why, if 
such an investigation is legal, a Con- 
gressional bloc cannot squelch in- 
dividual opinions and make every- 
body goose-step. 

Radio, Then the Press 


‘I cannot let pass this opportunity 
to warn of the very genuine dangers 
involved in the type of investigation 
which you are now proposing to 
start,’ he declared. ‘The radio busi- 
ness is already included in the origi- 
nal resolution. From the motion 
picture and radio industries, it is just 
a small step to the newspapers, 
magazines and other periodicals. 
And from the freedom of the press, 
it is just a small step te the freedom 
of the individual to say what he be- 
lieves. The United States, with Eng- 
land and its allies remain the bul- 
wark of the rights of the individual 
in the world today. The rights of 
the individual mean nothing if free- 
dom of the press and freedom of 
speech are destroyed. 

‘We insist that your committee is 
proceeding with doubtful legal 
authority in the conduct of the pro- 
posed hearings on the subjects con- 
tained in the original resolution and 
amplified in Senator Nye’s speech. 
Furthermore, the manner of the 
committee’s creation does not estab- 
lish the impression of impartiality. 
. . The investigation and harrass- 
ment of free expression in the 
United States is a procedure, once 
accepted, that may be applied to the 
theatre, to newspapers and maga- 
zines, to the radio, to publications of 
all kinds, and finally to the right of 
public offiicials and private citizens 
to speak freely. As American citi- 
zens, we protest this as vigorously as 
possible.’ 

‘Won't Be Cowed’ 

While not desiring to be disre- 
spectful, the industry has no inten- 
tion of being cowed by the isolation- 
ists, Willkie announced. Producers 
will continue giving ‘a truthful and 
accurate portrayal’ of the attempt 
to strengthen the nation’s defenses 
and of the menace of totalitarianism. 
In this connection, Willkie indig- 
nantly denied the White House has 
turned the screws, remarking that 
the industry. ‘would be ashamed if 
it were not doing voluntarily what 
it is now doing in this patriotic 
cause.’ 

Nye’s speech indicated a belief 
that racial feeling or greed motivates 
the industry, Willkie said. Nothing 
is farther from the truth. The in- 
dustry has Nordics and non-Nordics, 
Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and 
Catholics, natives and foreign born 
persons in its ranks, proving the 
fundamental idea that everybody in 
this nation has an equal opportunity, 
he noted. If the industry were im- 
pelled to take sides by thought of its 
pocketbook, the sentiment ought to 
favor peace and appeasement, so that 
lost markets could be reclaimed, he 
added, but the industry will not step 
that low. 

The industry regards the Nazi 
movement ‘with horror,’ its spokes- 
man averred, but is not in any way 
anxious to catapult the nation into 
the conflict. Only 50-odd films out 
of 1,100 produced since the shooting 
began two years ago deal in any 
way with the issues or the beliefs of 


the participants, though some do 
show Nazism as ‘a cruel, lustful, 
ruthless and cynical force,’ he 


pointed out. 
eyes, ‘an 
Nazism.’ 

Willkie focused attention on one of 
the films on the isolationists’ sus- 
pect list—‘Escape.’ Offering to ar- 
range a special screening of any pic- 
tures thought inflammatory, the GOP 
standard-bearer remarked the yarn 
first appeared in the Saturday Eve- 
ning Post, which hardly can be con- 
sidered ‘warmongering,’ was a Book 
of the Month selection, received flat- 
tering reviews, and was widely ac- 
claimed when cinematized. 

‘The motion picture business is 
guided by nothing more subversive 
than the hope to satisfy the pre- 
vailing taste of the American peo- 
ple,” Willkie maintained. For their 
aim is two-fold: to produce profita- 
ble pictures that the public will 
want to see and will enjoy; and to 
build up the prestige and artistie ac- 
complishments of individual com- 
panies. The success or failure of in- 
dividual motion picture companies 
depends only on the ability to pro- 
duce motion pictures that will satisfy 
the public. It is as simple an Amer- 


This is, in 
accurate 


industry 
portrayal of 








ican business principle as that.’ 





New EEEE Body Out to Unionize 
N.Y. Pix House Mgrs. Focus on RKO 





Lupino as ‘Juke Grl’ 





Hollywood, Sept. 9. 


Warners called Ida Lupino back to 
the home lot for the top role in ‘Juke 
Girl,’ her first job in Burbank since 
she played in ‘Out of the Fog.’ Her 
latest chore was in ‘Ladies In Re- 
tirement’ as a hanout to Columbia. 


Jerry Wald and Jack Saper are 
co-producers on ‘Juke.’ 


U.D. PRIMING ‘KANE’ 
FOR DETROIT DATES 


Detroit, Sept. 9. 

Despite shelving of ‘Citizen Kane’ 
by Fox-West Coast, darkening it in 
515 film houses and expected to in- 
fluence independent exhibs along the 
same line of action, United Detroit 
Theatres has lined up the picture for 
showing at its largest house, the 
Michigan, in three weeks. Deal had 
been made previously and while a 
Fox-Michigan theatre is located here, 
RKO contracts in Detroit are made 
on a picture-to-picture basis. 


Hearst newspaper here, following 
the general line of blackout, has 
nixed all advertising on ‘Citizen 
Kane.’ 


Lobby displays already are up 
with trailers and campaign under- 
way at the Michigan where the 
mooted film is inked to follow in 
‘Man Power’ and ‘Reluctant Dragon.’ 
In fact, house has gone full length on 
the controversy stirred up by “sing 
stickers, slapped on customers’ hats, 
etc., asking ‘Who is. Citizen Kane?’ 
One wise fan took off his sticker 
and added on—‘Anyhow?’ 








Nat Holt’s Successor 


Named Next Week 


Decision on a successor to Nat 











| 


Holt, over the RKO Ohio division, 
will probably not be made for a 
week or so, according to Charles W. 
Koerner, circuit head. Most likely 
someone will be shifted from within 
the organization. 


Ohio division numbers six thea- 
tres in Cleveland, Columbus and De- 
troit, while the Coast zone, to which 
Holt shifts, includes four theatres in 
San Francisco, Los Angeles and 
Denver. Being of greater impor- 
tance, however, the transfer for Holt 
is in the nature of a promotion. 
Early last summer Holt, a veteran 
and capable operator, was reported 
to have been made an offer to join 
Par in an important capacity but 
turned it down, 


He has been with RKO for nine 
years, formerly having been with 
Loew’s and Fox-West Coast. 

Holt will not go to the Coast until 
after Sept. 15. In New York to dis- 
cuss details of his new assignment, 
he was tendered a lunch Monday 
(8) by RKO at Toots Shor’s and, 
before taking up his far western 
post, will return to Cleveland to 
clear the decks there. 


Philly Zone’s Infantile 
Spread Major B.O. Worry 


Philadelphia, Sept. 9. 


Exhibs in the Philly area are 
plenty worried over the spread of 
the infantile paralysis epidemic 
which started in central Pennsyl- 
vania three weeks ago. Although no 
ban against moppets attending thea- 
tres has yet been issued here by the 
health authorities, parents are taking 
no chances and are keeping Johnny 
and Mary home. The Board of Edu- 
cation didn’t help any when it an- 
nounced Saturday (6) that all 
parents who were worried over the 
spread of polio could keep their 
children away from school which 
opened today (Tues.). 


Matinee shows have been hit hard, 
especially at the nabes. Thus far 47 
cases of infantile have been re- 
ported in Philly, with one death. 
Elsewhere in the state there have 
been 330 cases with 25 deaths. 

State health authorities last week 
ordered a strict ban against allowing 
children under 16 to attend any 
crowded place in 11 counties. In 
some spots moppets were ordered to 








be kept indoors entirely. 








| 








Steps looking to the unionization 
of house managers, assistants and 
treasurers in picture theatres, long 
in prospect, but slow in materializ- 
ing, are being taken in Greater New 
York by an organization known as 
the Exhibition, Exposition & Enter- 
tainment Employees. It has no di- 


rect affiliation as yet with either the 
American Federation of Labor or the 
Congress of Industrial Organizations, 
though expected to ultimately land 
in one of these camps. Augustus 
Gerber heads the new union and is 
its organizer. He was formerly with 
the Theatrical Managers, Agents & 
Treasurers which organized the le- 
git field. 

Union has already filed a petition 
with the State Labor Relations 
Board seeking certification as bar- 
gaining agency for the managers and 
treasurers. 


Spearhead of the campaign to or- 
ganize managers and treasurers in 
the film theatres in the metropoli- 
tan N.Y. zone is an organizing of- 
fensive directed against the RKO 
circuit, operating around 50 theatres 
in the area of attack. Results in 
connection with the drive against 
RKO neo doubt will determine action 
as well as procedure to be taken 
with respect to Loew’s, Skouras and 
larger independent chains in Greater 
N.Y. as well as downtown houses 
such as the Music Hall, Roxy and 
Rivoli that are lone eagles in the 
N.Y. exhibition realm. 


McDonald’s Division’s Brushoff 


While the Exhibition, Exposition & 
Entertainment Employees union 
claims to have majorities among 
managers and treasurers in two of 
the RKO N.Y. divisions, in the third 
and most important, headed by 
Charles B. McDonald, those eligible 
to membership held a meeting dur- 
ing the past week and by a large 
majority are reported to have de- 
cided against joining up. A man- 
ager of one of the McDonald thea- 
tres pointed out that the action in 
his division reflected a vote of loy- 
alty to McDonald who is extremely 
well liked by his theatre staffmen. 


McDonald has operating jurisdic- 
tion over the Palace as well as other 
leading houses in N.Y., plus the Al- 
bee and Orpheum, Brooklyn, Flush- 
ing and Richmond, L. I. The two 
divisions where it is claimed a ma- 
jority of the employees have signed 
up with the union as a preliminary 
to negotiations, are headed by Louis 
Goldberg and Solly Schwartz. Gold- 
berg’s division is made up of Brook- 
lyn houses, while Schwartz has east 
side N.Y., Harlem and Bronx opera- 
tions, 


In a letter which the EEEE union 
sent RKO men during the past week 
it urges all staff employees eligible 
for membership to communicate 
with it (EEEE) so that a meeting 
ean be arranged for the purpose of 
discussing contract terms, scales, etc., 
to be presented the circuit. In 
light of the action taken by the Mc- 
Donald managers-treasurers in re- 
fusing to go along, indications are 
that such a meeting would not be 
representative at the moment and 
that there might not be sufficient 
force behind the Four E’s to demand 
negotiations until the union itself is 
better organized. That may come 
ultimately, however, as admitted by 
a McDonald manager who said they 
may be drawn in later on, depend- 
ing on developments now not pre- 
dictable. 


GABLE MAY RUN AGAINST 
ARNOLD FOR SAG PREZ 


Hollywood, Sept. 9. 


Minority group in Screen Actors 
Guild moved last night (8) to put 
up Clark Gable as its candidate for 
president to oppose Edward Arnold. 
Gable is out of town but understood 
petitions are being circulated with- 
out his knowledge or consent. 


Other officers favored by the 
group are James Cagney, Joan 
Crawford, Preston Foster, Olivia de 
Havilland, Charles Bickford. Their 
vote for vacancies on board would 
go to Bickford, Charles Boyer, Carol 
Bruce, Misses Crawford and de 
Havilland, Matty Fain, Foster, Gable, 
William Lundigan, Richard Purcell 
and Cesar Romero. 

Arnold recently was renominated 
for another term. 
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~ ‘TRADE SHOWINGS 


(From Sept. 10-20) 


(Aiphabetically arranged according to Exchange City, and a 
sequenced according to calendar date and hour of screeniny® _A ready 
reference for all erhibitors, embracing ALL the five major distributors 
under one table. This will be brought up to date each week, listing the 
schedule of releases for the ensuing 10 days from Variety's date of publica- 
tion. Key: T. for Theatre; P.R. for Projection Room. Films bracketed 
will be shown as double features in that sequence.) 


ALBANY 


WED., SEPT. 10 (11 a.m.), ‘Riders of Purple Sage’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
WED., SEPT. 10 (2 p.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P. R. 

(‘Married Bachelor’) (M-G), 20th-Fox, 
THURS., SEPT. 11 (lla.m.).. ) ‘Smilin’ Thru’ f PR. 
(‘Female of Species’ l 
) ‘Honky Tonk’ 


ATLANTA 


WED., SEPT. 10 (11 a.m.), ‘Riders of Purple Sage’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
WED., SEPT. 10 (2 p.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, Pat 

. . : { ‘Married Bachelor’ } -G). RKO. PR 
THURS., SEPT. 11 (10:30 am.).. ) ‘Smilin’ Thru’ f (M-G),R ey 


Sane een ¢ (M-G), RKO, PR. 
OnKY ( 


BOSTON 


WED., SEPT. 10 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Riders of Purple Sage’ (20th), 20th-Fox P.R 
WED., SEPT. 10 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


: = : { ‘Married Bachelor’ } M-G) -G-M PR 
THURS., SEPT. 11 (10a.m.).. ) ‘Smilin’ Thru’ (M-G), M-G-M, P.R. 


. \ ‘Married Bachelor’ ] GQ) a. PR 
THURS., SEPT. 11 (2:15 p.m.).. ) ‘Smilin’ Thru’ f (M-G), M-G-M, P. 
{ ‘Female of Species’ } -G). M-G-M. PR 
) ‘Honky Tonk’ yD), ieee, 
"4 ‘Female of Species’ ) 
} ‘Honky Tonk’ 


BUFFALO 


{ ‘Riders Purple Sage’ )} i 
| ‘Weekend in Havana’ ( (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
{ ‘Married .Bachelor’} (M-G), 20th-Fox, 

* ) ‘Smilin’ Thru’ { P.R. 
\ ‘Female of Species’) (M-G), 20th-Fox, 
| ‘Honky Tonk’ j P.R. 


CHARLOTTE 


WED., SEPT. 10 (11 a.m.), ‘Riders of Purple Sage’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
WED., SEPT. 10 (3 p.m.}, ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 

. , \ ‘Married Bachelor’) (M-G), 20th-Fox, 
THURS., SEPT. 11 (1:30 p.m.).. ) ‘Smilin’ Thru’ PR. 


_ \ ‘Female of Species’ } z Pay 
FRL., SEPT. 12 (1:30 p.m.).. | ‘Honky Tonk’ f (M-G), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


CHICAGO 


WED., SEPT. 10 °(10:30 a.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
WED., SEPT. 10 (2 p.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 11 (10a.m.), ‘Married Bachelor’ (M-G), H. C. Igel’s, P.R. 


: \ ‘Last of the Duanes’) , ; 
THURS., SEPT. 11 (10:30 a.m.) ) ‘Riders Purple Sage’ f (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


7 ‘Last of the Duanes’) , 
THURS., SEPT. 11 (2 p.m.) Riders Purple Sage’ ¢ (20th), 20th-Fox, PR. 
THURS., SEPT. 11 (2 p.m.), ‘Smilin’ Thru’ (M-G), H. C. Igel’s, P.R. 
FRI, SEPT. 12 (10 a.m.), ‘Female of the Species’ (M-G), H. C. Igel’s, P.R. 
FRI., SEPT. 12 (2 p.m.), ‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G), H. C. Igel’s, P.R. 


CINCINNATI 


{ ‘Riders Purple Sage’ ) 
| ‘Weekend in Havana’ § 
WED., SEPT. 10 (1:30 p.m.). ) Siders Purple Sage’! (29th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
| ‘Weekend in Havana’ | ’ 
} ‘Married Bachelor’ l (M-G), Palace 
} ‘Smilin’ Thru’ \ Thea., P.R. 
{ ‘Female of Species’) (M-G), Palace 
FRE. SEPT. 12 (1 p.m.).. } aonky Tonk’ { Thea., PR. 


CLEVELAND 


WED., SEPT. 10 (10 a.m.), ‘Riders of Purple Sage’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
WED., SEPT. 10 (10 a.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
WED., SEPT. 10 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
; “Married Bachelor’) (M-G), 20th-Fox 
HURS. ) , 
THURS. SEPT. 11 (1 p.m.).. ) cri pany PR 


‘Femal f Species’ 
' } Honky Tone & (M-G), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


DALLAS 


WED., SEPT. 10 (10 a.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 11 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Married Bachelor’ (M-G), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 11 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Smilin’ Thru’ (M-G), 20th-Fox, P.R. 

FRE, SEPT. 12 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Female of the Species’ (M-G), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
FRL, SEPT. 12 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


DENVER 


WED., SEPT. 10 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Riders of Purple Sage’ (20th), 20th-Fox. P.R 

WED., SEPT. 10 (1:30 p.m ), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 

THURS. SEPT. 11 (1:15 p.m.).. \ ‘Married Bachelor’ | (M-G), Paramount, 
} ‘Smilin’ Thru { PR. 


{ ‘Female of Species’ (M-G), Par t 
FRL., SEPT. 12 (1:15 p. ) pecies | , Paramount, 
2 (1:15 p.m.).. ) ‘Honky Tonk’ PR. 


DES MOINES 


FRL, SEPT. 12 (11 a.m.).. (M-G), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


FRL., SEPT. 12 (10:30 a.m.).. 


FRL., SEPT. 12 (10a.m.).. 


FRL, SEPT. 12 (2:15 p.m.).. (M-G), M-G-M, P.R. 


WED., SEPT. 10 (2:30 p.m.).. 
THURS., SEPT. 11 (1:30 p.m.). 


FRL., SEPT. 12 (1:30 p.m.).. 


WED., SEPT. 10 (9:30 a.m.).. (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


THURS., SEPT. 11 (1 p.m.).. 


FRL, SEPT. 12 (1 p.m.). 


WED., SEPT. 10 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Riders of Purple Sage’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


WED., SEPT. 10 (1 p.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox. P.R. 


THURS., SEPT. 11 (1p.m.)., } (Married Bachelor’) (M-G), 20th-Fox, 
{ ‘Smilin’ Thru j Fiabe 


{ ‘Female of Species’ ) 
FRI, SEPT. 12 (1 p.m.).. ) ‘Honky Tonk’ f (M-G), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


DETROIT 


\ ‘Riders Purple Sage’ } 


WED., SEPT. 10 (10:30 a.m.) 


WED., SEPT. 10 (1:30 p.m.).. } Riders Purple Sage’ 


| ‘Weekend in Havana’ { (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


(M-G), Max 
Blumenthal’s, P.R. 
(M-G), Max 
Blumenthal’s, P.R. 


THURS., SEPT. 11 (1:30 p.m.).. ) ‘Smilin’ Thru’ 
: ,  § ‘Female of Species’ 
FRI, SEPT. 12 (1:30p.m.).. ) ony Tonk 


INDIANAPOLIS 


: , { ‘Weekend in Havana’ 
WED., SEPT. 10 (1:30 p.m.).. ) ‘Riders Purple Sage’ 


\ ‘Married Bachelor’) (M-G), 20th-Fox, 
} ‘Smilin’ Thrw’ § P.R. 


FRI, SEPT: 12 (9 a.m.).. S Honky * alae (M-G), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


\ ‘Married Bachelor’ } 


THURS., SEPT. 11 (9 a.m.).. 


‘Honky Tonk’ 


* | ‘Weekend in Havana’ § (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


(20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


KANSAS CITY 
‘Weekend in Havana’ , 
WED., SEPT. 10 (10.a.m.). ) iger- Purple rare (20th), 20th-Fox, PR. 


‘Weekend in Havana’ 
| WED., SEPT. 10 (2 p.m.).. Riders digg oa (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
{ ‘Married Bachelor’ ) (M-G), Vogue T. 
} ‘Smilin’ Thru’ } . 
{ ‘Female of Species’ } 
| ‘Honky Tonk’ j 


LOS ANGELES 


| WED., SEPT. 10 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
THURS.. SEPT. 11 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Married Bachelor’ (M-G), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 11 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Smilin’ Thru’ (M-G), 20th-Fox, P.R. 

FRL, SEPT. 12 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Female of the Species’ (M-G), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
FRL, SEPT. 12 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


MEMPHIS 


WED.. SEPT. 10 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Riders of Purple Sage’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
WED., SEPT. 10 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
: { ‘Married Bachelor’) (M-G), Paramount, 
THURS., SEPT. 11 (1 p.m.).. } ‘Smilin’ Thru’ { PR. 
{ ‘Female of Species’) (M-G), Paramount, 
* ) ‘Honky Tonk’ j P.R. 


MILWAUKEE 
WED.. SEPT. 10 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Riders of Purple Sage’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
WED., SEPT. 10 (2 p.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
Ee SO ree cae (‘Married Bachelor’) (M-G), 20th-Fox, 
THURS., SEPT. 11 (1:30 p.m.).. ) ‘Smilin’ Thru’ ( PR. 


{ ‘Female of Species’ ] (M-G). 20th-F 
) ‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


| MINNEAPOLIS 


| WED., SEPT. 10 (11 a.m.), ‘Riders of Purple Sage’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
WED., SEPT. 10 (2 p.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
| deerme: aca \ ‘Married Bachelor’) (M-G), P.R. 
THURS., SEPT.11 (1 p.m.)..  ) «smilin’ Thru’ ( Warner Bldg. 
| FRI, SEPT. 12 (1 p.m.).. | ‘Female of Species’) (M-G), P.R., 
| ‘Honky Tonk’ | Warner Bldg. 


| NEW HAVEN 


| WED., SEPT. 10 (11 a.m.), ‘Riders of Purple Sage’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
| WED., SEPT. 10 (1 p.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 

| 

| 


THURS. SEPT. 11 (1 p.m.).. 


| FRI, SEPT. 12 (1 p.m.).. (M-G), Vogue T. 





FRL., SEPT. 12 (1 p.m.). 


FRI., SEPT. 12 (1:30 p.m.).. 


3 { ‘Married Bachelor’ l (M-G), 20th-Fox, 
THURS., SEPT. 11 (10a.m.).. ) ‘Smilin’ Thru’ { PR. 
{ ‘Female of Species’ ) 


FRI, SEPT. 12 (10 a.m.).. ) ‘Honky Tonk’ 


(M-G\, 20th-Fox, P.R. 


NEW ORLEANS 


WED., SEPT. 10 (2 p.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
Seen — : { ‘Married Bachelor’) (M-G), 20th-Fox, 
| THU RS., SEPT. 11 (1:30 p.m.).. ) ‘Smilin’ Thru’ ' PR. 


(‘Female of Species’ } -(M-G). 20th-Fox. P.R. 
( + ’ a ) ° 


FRI, SEPT. 12 (1:30 p.m.).. ) ‘Honky Tonk’ 
} 


NEW YORK CITY-NEW JERSEY 


{ ‘Weekend in Havana’ } 


| i . jy 
| WED., SEPT. 10 (2 p.m.)...... | ‘Riders Purple Sage’ | 


(20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


THURS., SEPT. 11 (9:30 a.m.)., } Married Bachelor’ | (M-G), M-G-M, 


)} ‘Smilin’ Thrw’ \ P.R, 
renee ; \ ‘Female of Species’| (M-G), M-G-M, 
THURS., SEPT. 11 (1:30 p.m.).. | ‘Honky Tonk’ PR. 


‘ OKLAHOMA CITY 


| WED., SEPT. 10 (10 a.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 

| WED., SEPT. 10 (2 p.m.), ‘Riders of Purple Sage’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
F te ae a (‘Married Bachelor’) (M-G), 20th-Fox, 
THURS., SEPT. 11 (9:30 a.m.).. ) ‘Smilin’ Thru’ ( PR. 


borey a ( (M-G), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


| OMAHA 


| WED., SEPT. 10 (11 a.m.), ‘Riders of Purple Sage’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
| WED., SEPT. 10 (2 p.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
| a ol { ‘Married Bachelor’) (M-G), 20th-Fox, 
| THURS., SEPT. 11 (10:30 a.m.).. ) ‘Smilin’ Thru’ ( PR. 

{ ‘Female of Species’ ) 
* ) ‘Honky Tonk’ 


| PHILADELPHIA 


( ‘Smilin’ Thru’ 
) (three showings) 


FRI., SEPT. 12 (9:30 a.m.).. 


| FRL, SEPT. 12 (10:30 a.m.) 


| WED., SEPT. 10 (10 a.m.)..... (M-G), M-G-M, P. R. 


: \ ‘Riders Purple Sage’ ., 
WED., SEPT. 10 (10:30 a. m.).. | ‘Weekend in Havana’ § (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


: ' \ ‘Riders Purple Sage’ ] ,o-1,, 9 
WED., SEPT. 10 (2:30 p.m.)... ) ‘Weekend in Havana’ { (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
(M-G), M-G-M, 


. . { ‘Femade of Species’ } 
THURS., SEPT. 11 (10 a.m.).. ) (three showings) { PR. 
° { ‘Honky Tonk’ ) (M-G), M-G-M, 

FRI., SEPT. 12 (10 a.m.).. ) (three showings) { PR. 


PITTSBURGH 


WED., SEPT. 10 (11 a.m.), ‘Riders of Purple Sage’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
| WED., SEPT. 10 (2 p.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
| ‘ s , . 

. ; \ ‘Married Bachelor’) (M-G), M-G-M, 
| THURS., SEPT. 11 (2p.m.).. ) «smijin’ ‘Thru’ PR 


Bas di ‘ {( ‘Female of Species’) (M-G), M-G-M, 
FRI., SEPT. 12 (2 p.m.).. | ‘Honky Tonk’ ' PR. 


PORTLAND 


WED., SEPT. 10 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Riders of Purple Sage’ (20th), Star Film Ex. 
WED., SEPT. 10 (2 p.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), Star Film Ex. 
THURS., SEPT. 11 (1 p.m.) § ‘Married Bachelor’) (M-G), B. F. Shearer, 





| ‘Smilin’ Thru’ f PR. 
FRI, SEPT. 12 (1 p.m.).. | Honky. a wee” B. F. Shearer, 


ST. LOUIS 


. § ‘Weekend in Havana’) , , 
WED., SEPT. 10 (1:30 p.m.)... | ‘Riders Purple Sage’ | (20th), S’Renco, P. R. 


§ ‘Married oo pea (M-G), S’Renco, 
* )4Smilin’ Thru’ P.R. 

, { ‘Female of Species’) (M-G, S’Renco, 
FRI., SEPT. 12 (1:30 p.m.). . ’ ‘Honky Tonk’ § P.R. 


SALT LAKE CITY — 


WED., SEPT. 10 (11 a.m.), ‘Riders of Purple Sage’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
WED., SEPT. 10 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Weekend in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 

me @ ; § ‘Married Bachelor’ ou. 
THURS., SEPT. 11 (1 p.m.) ) ‘Smilin’ Thru’ (M-G), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
{ ‘Female of Species’ } 
* ) ‘Honky Tonk’ ; 
(Continued on page 18) 


| THURS., SEPT. 11 (1:30 p.m.). 


FRI., SEPT. 12 (1 p.m.). (M-G), 20th-Fox, P.R. 





(M-G), 20th-Fox, P.R. | 








No Extra Taxes 


Continued from page 7 








prevented. Senators Davis I. Walsh 
and Robert A. Taft backed LaFol- 
lette. 


Defeat of the 15% plan repre- 
sented concentrated effort by numer- 
ous exhibitor associations over the 
Labor Day weekend. Floods of 
wires and long distance calls, plus 
special huddles with the senators, 
were big factors in the 10% victory, 

The picture industry built up its 
plea for the 10% tax on several fac- 
tors. One was that the film busi- 
ness was willing to carry its share 
of taxes but suggested that the pro- 
posed tax was out of proportion with 
what a theatre could pay. Exhibi- 
tors and their association leaders 
also stressed the point that 20 states 
already have their own admission 
taxes, and this would prove an addi- 
tional burden especially in states 
with 10° tax, such as Kentucky, 
which would mean a 25% tap on all 
ducats. They also stressed that 15% 
would mean the picture business 
would be paying two or three times 
the excise tax of any other industry. 


Shumlin, Et Al. 

Herman Shumlin, one of the rep- 
resentatives of the League of New 
York Theatres, and George Middle- 
ton, for the authors, placed the case 
of the legiters before La Follette. 
The appeal was along lines of a 
telegram sent Secretary of the 
Treasury Henry Morgenthau, Jr., in 
Washington, by the delegation. It 
was, in effect, that show business is 
rapidly diminishing and that every 
department of the legitimate theatre 
was alarmed over the threat to their 
livelihoods which arose over the 
planned 50% increase in admission 
taxes. It was pointed out that the 
legit theatre has borne a 10% tax 
since the last war while liberal re- 
ductions or complete elimination 
were accorded other fields. 

There was some divergence in how 
much money the deleted 5% would 
have meant to governmental reve- 
nue, one estimate being $49,000,000. 
That is more than half the total ad- 
missions taxes of about $71,000,000 
collected last year. An estimate of 
the total yield through admissions if 
the 15% provision had gone through 
was $191,000,000. 


Kuykendall Warns 


On ‘Unfair’ Taxes 
Washington, Sept. 9. 


Theatre-owners must keep alert to 
prevent imposition of unfair taxes, 
Ed Kuykendall, Motion Picture The- 
atre Owners of America president, 
cautioned Friday (5) in voicing 
gratitude over Senate rejection of 
the proposed increase in the admis- 
s ons levy rate. At the same time, 
he felt the unanimity by which the 
Finance Committee recommendation 
| was turned down is ‘very significant’ 
| evidence that the unfairness of such 
|a jump is appreciated at the Capi- 
| tol. 

The complete turndown of the sug- 
gested amendment demonstrated 
clearly that Congress was sincere in 
wanting to do right by the amuse- 
|}ment business, Kuykendall inter- 
| preted, and the outcome showed the 
| necessity for concerted action by ex- 
hibitor leaders when such issues 
arise. 

‘Under conditions considered very 
difficult, we attempted the almost 
impossible task of getting a reduc- 
tion in a tax schedule during a time 
like this,” MPTOA prexy remarked. 

‘It proved one thing to me and 
that was, first, when your cause is 
right, and second by concerted effort, 
theatre owners of this country can 
do much in getting fair considera- 
tion in the national Congress. 

‘The news of the Senate’s com- 
mittee proposing this raise in the 
admissions tax came like a bomb- 
shell out of a clear sky. We had al- 
ready received a hearing before the 
committee, and though the commit- 
tee gave us every consideration we 
had no inkling of the proposed in- 
crease in admission taxes. Imme- 
diately on receipt of this discourag- 
ing news I advised exhibitor leaders 
all over the country how disastrous 
this would be to their interests and 
urged them to contact their Senators 
and Congressmen. 

‘It gives me a great deal of per- 
sonal satisfaction to say that I re- 
ceived full and complete cooperation 
from exhibitors everywhere, regard- 
less of affiliations; and it was by the 
concerted effort of all that we suc- 
ceeded in convincing Congress of the 
mistake as to this proposed increase. 
“*This, of course, is just one ob- 
stacle. There will be many more 
to follow; and it is essential that we, 
as exhibitors, all of us work to- 
gether and fight together for the 
common cause.’ 
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M-G-M PICTURES — 
IN PRODUCTION 


“PANAMA HATTIE”... Ann Sothern, Red Skelton, “Rags” Ragland, Ben Blue, 


Dan Dailey, Jr., Virginia O’Brien 


“THE CHOCOLATE SOLDIER”... Nelson Eddy, Rise Stevens 
“TARZAN’ S SECRET TREASURE”. . . Johnny Weissmuller, 


Maureen O’Sullivan, Philip Dorn 
"the TWINS”. .. Greta Garbo, Melvyn Douglas, Constance Bennett, Ruth Gordon 


“LINHOLY PARTNERS”. .. Edward G. Robinson, Edward Arnold, Laraine Day, 


Marsha Hunt 


“BABES ON BROADWAY”... Mickey Rooney, Judy Garland, Virginia Weidler, 


Fay Bainter, Ray McDonald 


“FL. M. PULHAM, i. . .. Hedy Lamarr, Robert Young, Ruth Hussey, 


Van Heflin, Charles Coburn, Fay Holden 


“MISS ACHILLES HEEL”. .. Rosalind Russell, Walter Pidgeon, Edward Arnold, 


Lee Bowman 


al Be te GIRL ON THE HILL’. .. Shirley Temple, Herbert Marshall, 


Laraine Day, Felix Bressart, Gail Patrick 


“SHADOW OF THE THIN MAN”’.. .itliam Powell, Myrna Loy, 


Donna Reed, Sam Levene, Barry Nelson 


“WOMAN OF THE YEAR”... spencer Tracy, Katharine Hepburn = 
“STEEL CAVALRY ””.. Wallace Beery, Marjorie Main, Lewis Stone,George Bancroft 

“THE VANISHING VIRGINIAN”... Frank Morgan, Kathryn Grayson 

“WE WERE DANCING”... Norma Shearer, Melvyn Douglas 


| JOHNNY EAGER”... Robert Taylor, Lana Turner, Van Heflin, Diana Lewis, 


Pat Dane 


Already trade-shown are: “DR. JEKYLL and MR. HYDE” (Spencer Tracy, Ingrid Bergman, Lana Turner), 
“LADY BE GOOD” (Eledinor Powell, Ann Sothern, Robert Young), “DOWN IN SAN DIEGO” (Bonita 
Granville, Ray McDonald, Dan Dailey, Jr., Leo Gorcey). 


The next M-G-M pictures to be trade-shown are: “HONKY TONK” (Clark Gable, Lana Turner, Claire 
Trevor), “MARRIED BACHELOR” (Robert Young, Ruth Hussey, Felix Bressart), “SMILIN’ THROUGH” 


in Technicolor (Jeanette MacDonald, Brian Aherne, Gene Raymond), “THE FEMININE TOUCH” 
(Rosalind Russell, Don Ameche, Kay Francis). 








16 


FILM REVIEWS 


VARTETY 


Wednesday, September 10. 1911 


—— 





Ladies in Retirement 


(Continued from page 8) 
protect from sentence to an institu- 
tion. Film audiences have expressed 
negative reactions in the past to por- 
travals—beyond brief moments -of 
mentally deranged characters, and 
same condition will undoubtedly ap- 
ply here. 

Production in itself is a fine exam- 
ple of the best in motion picture 
technique. Script is compactly writ- 
ten: Charles Vidor’s direction Is of 
outstanding excellence; the small 
cast carefully etches each particular 
characterization; and every technical 
advantage has been provided for an 
artistic presentation. 

Story unfolds in a lonely manse on 
the Thames estuary. Ida Lupino Is 
companion-housekeeper for Isobel 
Elsom, former actress, now living on 
a substantial pension from a former 
admirer. Forced to bring her two 
half-crazed sisters into the house for 


a visit, pair finally get on the own-| O'Dea is on for one dance routine. 


| of a young college graduate, writer 
and producer of the campus show, 
who arrives in New York in time to 
find employees of his father’s dress 
business preparing to stage a mu- 
sical show on their own (a la ‘Pins 
and Needles’). A sharpshooting pro- 
ducer grabs the boy to produce his 
coilege show, persuading 
put up the coin, which ; 
disappears with the promoter. But 
the new line of company models 
saved at the last minute with pfre- 
sentation of a musical fashion show 
by the employees, and everybody’s 
apparently happy. 

Despite the inadequate story, 
which rolls along as a swaying cable 


eventually 


1S 


father to | 


| Farnum. 


‘an outlaw is wounded, sends a 


riding to the border town controlled 
by an organized gang. Pardoned for 
his original gun affair, Montgomery 
|joins up with the Texas Rangers to 
help in breaking up the outlaws and 
identify the mysterious leader. 
Montgomery makes a personable 
western hero in the lead spot. Lynne 
Roberts is the girl, but on only for 
a few brief scenes. Eve Arden 
convincing as the lone dance hall en- 


tertainer, while major support 1s 
provided by the vet Francis F ord, 
George FE. Stone and _ William 


Joseph Sawyer and Rus- 


|sell Simpson are good in minor ap- 


for presentation of the musical and | 


dancing numbers, latter are liberally 
spotted throughout the brief running 
time. Best specialty a Spanish 
song and dance number by Rosario 
and Antonio (‘The Kids from Se- 


1S 


ville’) with a presentation of a stand- | 


ard routine. Songs are presented by 
Jane Frazee, Johnny Downs, Iris 
| Adrian and the Peters Bros. Sunnie 
Lamont is 


Direction by Charles 


| 
| 


| 42. 


| Cady 


| Jack 


pearances. 
Picture 
mounting 


gets better-than-average 


and 


scenic backgrounds, | 


1S 
' 


while director James Tinling helps | 


to oil up a creaky tale. 


Mexican Spitfire’s Baby 
Hollywood, Sept. 4. 


RKO release of Cliff Reid production. 
Stars Tupe Velez, Leon Errol. Directed 
by Leslie Goodwins. Screenplay by Jerry 


und Charles KE. Roberts; camera, 
MacKenzie; editor, Theron Warth-: 


Previewed at Studio City theatre, Sept. 3, 


Running time, 70 MENS. 

L CareGttte icc cicavescs cocvcsee Lape Veles 

|} Unele Matt 2 

PE.0nd Wnpige§ ove ccasds sucess ..Leon Errol 
SO eee (Charles ‘Buddy’ Rogers 
Bled Pepper. ..00cc0ecs ce sees ..ZaSu Pitts 
ME TST. 0 0.60 00'c vesene Elisabeth Risdon 

Ses o'xd.0c<veneaeeeeans ceecsnceeee. ween 
A PTT TT »..Marion Martin 
CRMMIE . co ccccccccecsecesets Lloyd Corrigan 
Lay Wiese... oo ccccccvceees Lydia Bilbrook 
Biota ClemR....ccvcceseseces .--..JdJack Arnold 


‘’s nerves to point where she re- | 
pak Ae they eave To save them adequate, and same applies to the | 
from an institution, Miss Lupino | dances put on by Larry —— 
strangles her benefactress, and pro- alt. 
ceeds to live in the house until a| — 

, ic , ve - | 

renegade relative, Louis Hayward, | . 

appears. Hayward gradually sus-| THREE SONS O’GUNS 
pects the truth, finally traps Miss | Warner Bros. release of First National 
Lupino into an admission, but flees) production. Features Wayne Morris, Mar- 
to escape the law at the last minute, | ke Rambean, os Be . . Brows, 
while inference is provided for fade- delatant En naked, fe nom Stoleet. 
out that the murderess surrenders. | camera, Arthur Todd; editor, Terry Morse. 

It’s not a happy tale in any respect, ) At Brooklyn Strand, Sept, 5-6-7-8, ‘41. 


and particularly gloomy for present 


° . | 
audience requirements. Despite the 


66 MINS. 
Charley Patterson... 


Running time, 


Wayne Morris 





ps - ME BENE s 6 000.0000668 Marj srie Rambeau 
several spine-chilling episodes that Margaret Patterson........... "ieee Rich 
occur along the way, there's an | Eddie...........ccceeeeeeeeens -Tom Brown 
over-tenseness about the whole af-)| Kenneth........... ebesecees William T. Orr 
fai d mpathy for any of the | BEOEY TIE vc ccccccsscrveccese BARN Peters 
air, and no sympathy y | Philip Talbot............4-.5. Moroni Olsen 
principal characters. ee ee Barbara Pepper 
Miss Lupino hits a high mark with | Bu@alo Bill Oxenstern..........: John Kelly 
" : : nt ; | OPEV se Shea cccdosreresreces .Fritz Fek 
her sterling reading of the ” incipal | Henry Gresham........ Charles D. Waldron 
role, and commands attention for fu-| Haddock...........000.00.. Charles Halton 
ture assignments in heayy dramatic | Mrs. Tyler........ eeeeee.-+Florence Shirley 
roles. Hayward capably depicts the | ee tee streeee Ren ag oo 
. . Sic eeesesensssees b. Oo s 
weak-minded crook; while Evelyn vo ‘ — : _— 
Keyes adds to list of her recent ex-| _ 


cellent portrayals as the maid. Elsa | 


Lanchester and Edith Barrett are 
both outstanding as the two men- 
tally-deranged sisters, while Miss 
Elsom is sterling as the matronly ac- 
tress of former years. Emma Dunn, 
Queenie Leonard and Clyde Cook 
have brief but effective supporting 
roles. Walt. 


MAN AT LARGE 


release of Ralph Diet- 
Features Marjorie Weaver, 


20th Century-Fox 
rich production. 


George Reeve, Richard Derr. Directed by 
Eugene Forde. Original screenplay by John 
Larkin; camera, Virgil Miller; editor, John 


Brady 
Running time, 70 MINS, 


eee Marjorie Weaver 


Bob Grayson.........-- George Reeves 
SS Richard Derr 
OS ct cs cp aces been ’ Steve Geray 
2h OPO. vcecpeceass Milton Parsons | 
Ph Secs ccdusateeune Spencer Charters 
i Ms oa cecsecdees Lucien Littlefield 
OOS SWOT. vee cacicre Elisha Cook, Jr 
Meee, BOBRR. .cccecs Minerva Urecal 
Housekeeper...... -..Bodil Ann Rosing 
Mr. Grundy. Rich: Lar 
ra ...Barbara Pepper 
IR ashc'cae ys eee cales William Edmunds 
Sheriff ieceapeveas Gecrge Cleveland 
SS aaa ere Kurt Ka 

A wildly incredulous tale of two 


rival newspaper reporters hunting a 
German flyer recently escaped from 
a Canadian concentration camp, 
‘Man At Large’ looks like it was 
concocted during lunch in the studio 
cafe. Hasty writing in sophomoric 
vein drops it to filler fodder for the 
duals, 

Marjorie Weaver, receptionist in a 
newspaper office, is suddenly as- 
ftigned by the editor to hunt for the 
escaped flyer. George Reeves is an 
FBI operative, posing as a reporter 
on a rival sheet. Characters hop 
from New York to the Canadian 
border and back again with excel- 
lent teamwork, while the leader of 
the spy ring orders executions of 
underlings at the slightest provoca- 
tion. Girl most conveniently turns 
up at proper points to get into the 


wild happenings, with Reeves to 
provide mimor degree of logic for 
the final clinch. 

Neither cast nor director, Eugene 


Forde, can do much about the mate- 
rial provided by the super-imagina 
tion of writer John Larkin, 


Sing Another Chorus 


(MUSICAL) 
Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
release of Ken Goldsmith pro- 
Features Johnny Downs, Jane 
Mischa Auer, George Barbier. 
rected by Charles Lamont. Screenplay 
Marion Orth, Paul Gerard Smith, Brenda 
Weisberg; original story by Sam _ Robins; 
camera, Jerome Ash; editor, Arthur Hilton; 
music, Charles Previn: dances, Larry Ce- 
ballos; songs, Milton Rosen, Everett Car- 


Universal 
diction. 
Frazee, 
by 


ter. Previewed in studio projection room, 
Sept. 5, "41. Running time, 64 MINS. 
Se. POG. i0s00sseeea bes 5 Johnny Downs 
DES 50s 409.006h0G046 caw edeaes Jane Frazee 
BEAMIBIAUS. .cccrccescseccesers CRA Amer 
ty rr ree ee George Barbier 
Francine La Verne...........- lris Adrian 
EE s c6.eneeewenedeenee obee es Sunnie O'Dea 
SE, ks Gc ba dsieG eae aaemes es Joe Brown, Jr. 
Theodore Gateson...........Walter Catlett 
uss seen t< o6sd406¢ 0000085 Charles Lane 
ON rr ee ee Peter Peters 
SIDS ving od ares 4 55 + nse bon ae Ronald Peters 


Rosario and Antonio 





Another from Universal's stable of 
yeerwey budgeted filmusicals, 
‘Sing Another Chorus,’ will provide 
adequate dua] support for which it 
is intended. 

Story is the lightly textured tale 


Tradeshown in N.Y., Sept. 9, "41. | 


Di- | 


‘Three Sons o’Guns’ is light farce, 
| often verging on slapstick and cer- 
| tainly dragging in all the accoutre- 
ments of a pie-tossing comedy. Film 
| possesses no names that mean a 
| thing for marquee decoration 
hence it will serve only as a fairish 
programmer as originally intended. 
| It's a pleasant B for dual setups. 
| Back in 1936, Warner Bros. pro- 
duced a comedy, ‘Sons o’ Guns,’ from 
the musical comedy of the 
|aame by Fred Thompson and Jack 
; Donahue. This is not a remake of 
| that story, closest resemblance be- 
ing the title and the fact that this 
brings in the current draft as 
|moving part of the farcical yarn. 
However, not one of the three sons, 
which figure prominently in the plot, 
dons uniform unti] the final scene— 
|and then only for a laugh finish 

The of the dutiful 
who raises three 


mother 
assisted by a 
carping, but sensible aunt, after the 
father dies, is not exactly new. In 
this interpretation, scripter Fred 
Niblo, Jr., pictures the spoiled boys 


fable 


who finally are snapped to their 
senses by threat of being drafted 
into service. Much-abused mother 


finally sees the light, realizing what 
selfish, negligent lads they are, and 


goes off to be married, while the 
boys are drafted into the army, 


aided by Aunt Lottie’s skillful ma- 
neuvering. 

All the hokum of a Keystone com- 
edy, even down to the trained seal 
and an outlandish stage troupe seek- 
ing a rehearsal hall and food, have 
been tossed in to pep up dull mo- 
ments. Despite this director Ben 
Stoloff has managed to sustain in- 
terest. 

Cast is topped by Wayne Morris, 
Tom Brown, William T. Orr (the 
pampered sons), Marjorie Rambeau, 
| Irene Rich and Moroni Olsen. Miss 
; Rambeau is superb as the indignant 
| aunt while Miss Rich makes an ac- 


ceptable mother, though one won- 
ders at her stupidity in letting 


grown-up youngsters overrun her 
home and keep her in debt. Wear 


LAST OF THE DUANES 


y. 1 entury-lI Sol M. W 
production, Stars George Montgomery, 
features Lynne Roberts, Eve Arder Fran- 
cis Ford, George E Stone William Far- 
nun Directed by James Tinling. Sereer 
play } Irving Cumming Jt William 
Conse an, Jr based on by Zane 
Grey; camera, Charles Clarke; editor, Nick 
| De Maggio. Tradeshown in N.Y., Sept. 
| 9, "41. Running time, 57 MINS. 
UGK QWONO. 66 sccaccccs George Montgomery 
Nancy Bow Jrey....ccccceces Lynne Roberts 
DON atslvey 6.2 500s eevees ooe+e-EVe Arden 
| Luke Stevens...... eovseesss- Francis Ford 
DEIR scobstaéoce 0066006 4 George E. Stone 
| Major McNeil Ceccccecs William Farnum 
| Bull Lossomer........ eoee.. Joseph Sawyer 
| Captain Laramie..... «eee. Truman Bradley 
| Tom Duane...... eecceees. Russell Simpson 
| Jim ee seeeseee-Don Costello 
Red DDL. cthwsadceesisenns Harry Woods 
TUNE or 5 Wav 0.0 0s be wee naevus Andrew Tombes 


This is the fourth filming of Zane 
|Grey’s yarn in the past 20 years, in 
|addition to widespread and _ con- 


writers of quickie westerns. As a 


result, the story is a most familiar 
one. Picture will satisfy western 


name carries marquee value. 





|of Texas in 1870. 





| 





Fifth of the Mexican Spitfire series 
with Lupe Velez and Leon Errol. 
Only moderate. 

Script acquires a French war baby 
for the household of Miss Lupez and 
Buddy Rogers, but arrival is a blonde 
cutie (Marion Martin), who proceeds 
to tangle the marital problems of 
both Rogers and Errol. Yen is 
strung out by plenty of horSeplay, 
Errol again impersonating the eccen- 
tric English peer, Lord Epping. 

Film strains to catch laughs, and 
only mildly achieves that aim. It 


reels along mainly on the efforts of 


Errol. Direction by Les Goodwins 
is spotty. 
Miss Velez subordinate in im- 


is 


| portance here to Errol, but does her 


and | Us! 
| intervals. 


usual at several 


Buddy Rogers goes well 


explosive tirades 


| as her husband, and Fritz Feld, Elis- 


same | 


a) 


abeth Risdon and ZaSu Pitts do well. 





performance as the rugged pioneer 
femme although a rather beautous 
Calamity Jane. Dix makes an ideal 
Hickok while Crawford is excellent 
as the blustering, self-centered 
brother. Both Stack and Miss Ruth- 
erford are surprisingly effectual in 
tough assignments. 

H. J. Salter’s musical director en- 
hances the actionful scenes while 
Stanley Cortez has done a good cam- 
eraing job. Wear, 


DUDE COWBOY 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Sept. 5. 


RKO release of Bert Gilroy production. 
Stars Tim Holt; features Marjorie Rey- 
inolds, Ray Whitley,. Lee White, Louise 
Currie Directed by David Howard, Story 
jand screenplay, Morton Grant Camera, 
Harry Wild: film editor, Frederic Knudt- 
| son. Songs by Fred Rose and Ray Whit- 
| ley. Previewed in studio projection room, 
Sept. 4, “41. Running time, 59 MINS, 
POTEe ccccccee babes Oeelaes Tim Holt 
BarDAlh 6.00 +006 evseene Marjorie Reynolds 
SOP POCCC TUE TUT =. Ray Whitley 
WRODDOF.« -cccccccaces Lee (Lasses) White 
Gall Sar@ent....ccsscecvesees Louise Currie 
Minas Carter... .cccccccccceces Helen Holmes 
Garon West... .cccccsecsececes Kddie Kane 
POE + 600% cencoses 6s O50 SeneRs Eddie Dew 
Be.. AGAMMB~. cc cccocccescecess byron Fouiger 
Sheriff... WETTTTTTT LTT .Tom London 
Pop Stebbens...c.cocscces Ljovd Ingraham 
Krinkle......ccseess ....Glenn Strange 


There’s enough action, riding and 
shooting to satisfy western minded 
audiences in this edition of the Tim 
Holt series. In addition to an above 
par script that stresses action, there 
are four cowboy songs, delivered by 
Ray Whitley, and the comedy of Lee 
White. 

Story concerns Holt who is in- 
ducted into the Secret Service to 
uncover a counterfeit ring. Phoney 
bills are traced to a Nevada dude 
ranch with a gambling casino, and 
Holt and his two buddies (Whitley 
and White) get jobs around the 
place. Holt discovers the deserted 
mine used as a hideout and rounds 
up the gang in an explosive gun 
battle. 

Holt displays plenty of enthusiasm 
in his playing as the government 
agent, and gets strong support from 
Marjorie Reynolds, Whitley, White, 
Louise Currie, Helen Holmes, Eddie 
Kane and Lloyd Ingraham. David 
Howarda’'s direction is at a fast pace 
and the songs are neatly spotted. 


Walt. 

Monogram release of Scott R Dunlap 
production Features Buck Jone Tim 
McCoy, Raymond Hatton Directed by 
Spencer Bennet Screenplay by Jess Bow- 
ers; camera, Harry Nenmanr editor, Carl 
Pierson; music Fdward Kay. Reviewed 
at Colonial, lincoln Neb., Sept. 2, 41. 
Running time: 58 MINS. 

Cast: Buck Jones, Tim McCoy, Raymond 
Hatton, Luana Walters, Dennis Moore, 
Kathryn Sheldon, Tris Coffin, Horace 


Murphy. 

Monogram here takes two western 
stars of proven b.o. draw, adds a 
veteran comic and comes up with 
the ‘Rough Riders,’ a trio, which, an 


i} announcement at the end of the last 


} reel 


declares, will ride again soon. 
Though the ‘Rough Riders’ are 
starred, the names of favorites Buck 


Jones, Tim McCoy and Raymond 
Hatton are billed under the title. 
Exhibs will find ‘Arizona Bound’ no 
probiem at the wickets. Exploita- 
| tion here is a lead-pipe cinch with 


| Jones and McCoy on the marquee. 


| 


In fact, cast is above its material. 
Walt. 
Badlands of Dakota 
(WITH SONGS) 

Universal release of George Waggner 
production. Stars Robert Stack, Ann Ruth- 
erfor features Frances Farmer, Richard 
Dix, Brod Crawford, Hugh Herbert, Andy 
Devine lon Chaney, Jr., Fuzzy Kniglt. 
D ed by Alfred E. Green. Screenplay 

Gerald Geraghty from criginal by Har- 

i S mate; camera, Stanley Cortez; 
nusic, H J. Salter At Rialto, N. Y., 
starting Sept ‘41 Running time, 74 
MINS. 

Pe eee ee Robert Stack 
meee SSTRYSOR s 5k cw eso Bax Ann Rutherford 
Wiid Bill Hickok......... Richard Dix 
PERO. ceetine covetdesneas Frances Farmer 
PBOD HOTMGGY .... cwecavecsese Brod Crawford 
Se Ne POT e Hugh Herbert 
DOs 62. tb4000 54.0005 bene Andy Devine 
Fo gf 4k 3 Bere Lon Chaney, Jr. 
PAUPICEGO TIAI scr scdeane Fuzzy Knight 
General Custer. ..ccccces Addison Richards 
MEM. cc cccocvceseevees Bradle Page 
r W Wisteoe errr Samuel S. Hinds 
Dwight Latham 

The Jesters...... e6eedeeed Walter Carlson | 
Guy Bonham 
Gold boom days of the Dakotas 


venient lifting of plot structure by | 


|is a surprise entertainment entry. 


| scripters. 
} 


background this moving melodrama 
of the west in Wild Bill Hickok’s era. 
It’s about the most actionful feature 
to come from this studio in months. 
Not intended as an ‘epic,’ it’s best 
fitted to the programmer category. 


| off 


The series gets off to a fair start, 
with all the expected shooting and 
brawls appearing on cue and getting 
on time Single attempt Jess 
Bowers’ script makes at variation 
from the ancient western formula is 


| to keep the fact that the three sad- 


Production looks like a real money- | 


getter for Universal. 
Exhibitor has the names of Frances 
Farmer, Richard Dix, Brod 


Craw- | 


ford, Hugh Herbert, Ann Rutherford | 


and Robert Stack to play around 
with and, properly ballyhooed, as at 
this theatre, ‘Badlands of Dakota’ is 


dlemates are buddies of long stand- 
ing secret until the end. 

Plot has Jones as a settled down 
cowpoke who answers a friend's 
plea to mop up Mesa City, controlled 
by villain Dennis Moore and his 
mob. There he meets McCoy, a 


gun-totin’ ‘parson,’ and Hatton, sup- 
posedly just cowhand, delivering 


a 


'a herd to Jon?s. 


| save 


apt to prove a neat boxoffice sur- 
prise package in many spots. Word- 
of-mouth will prove an asset that 


will 


overcome a lukewarm tag. 

Pertinent 
Geraghty from Harold 
original is largely responsible 
making a worthwhile tale of the 
gold rush days in the Dakotas’ Black 
Hills 
fred E. Green, nicety of production 
detail by producer George Waggner, 
and players who seem cut out for 
their respective roles—and the result 


Pioneer era of 1876 has been gone 
over thoroughly before by screen 
In this instance, plot is 
centered on the romance between 
Robert Stack and Ann Rutherford, 
with the secondary love affair be- 
| tween Frances Farmer and Brod 
| Crawford. 
| A walloping Sioux injun night at- 
| tack on the village brings the yarn 
;tO an exciting climax as Calamity 
Jane halts the robbery of the town’s 
| bank and ends the outlawry of her 
sweetheart with a bullet. Film has 
| the familiar chases, wild dashes of 
ithe stage coach, gunplay and when 
| the fireworks are not in full flare, 


audiences, and will catch a nominal | there is plenty of comedy relief. 
share of dual support bookings in | 
subsequent houses where author's! are billed as stars, because playing 


Robert Stack and Ann Rutherford 


|the romantic leads, but actually 


Story is laid in the Pecos district | Frances Farmer. Brod Crawford and 
George Mont-| Richard Dix. 


latter as Wild Bill 


|gomery rides into town to find his! Hickok, are the picture’s mainstays. 


ather murdered. Gunfight, in which! Miss Farmer turns in an outstanding ' 


Toss in slick direction by Al- | 


scripting job by Gerald | 
Shumate’s | 
for | 
i mob as bi 


Together they expose Moore 
the stageline franchise for 
Luana Walters after Jones is framed, 
sprung from the hoosegow by his 
pals and a pitched battle staged 
with law-and-order on outside 
and Moore and his men inside their 
saloon How the crook supports a 
g as the rest of the town’s 


is 
the 


| population isn’t explained 





Spencer Bennet’s direction fails to 
overcome rather jerky dialog, but 
a minor complaint. Harry Neu- 
mann’s photography, particularly 
night scenes, is extremely well done. 

Art. 


it’s 


RIDING THE WIND 


(WITH SONGS) 

RKO release of Bert Gilroy production. 
Features Tim Holt. Directed by Edward 
Killy. Screenplay by Earl Snell, Morton 
Grant from original by Bernard McCon- 
ville; camera, Harry Wild; editor. Fred 
Kudtson Tradeshown in N.Y., Sept. 5, 
’41. Running time, 64 MINS. 

Clay Stewart 
Smokey 
Joan 
W hepper 
Henry Dodge... 
Burt MacLeod... 
Martha. ....sces 
Ezra Westfall. 


Tim Holt 
Whitley 
Douglas 
White 
Eddie Dew 
beeeaes Earle Hodgins 
.. Kate Harrington 
.Charles Phipps 
.Ernie Adams 
.Larry Stees 
3ud Osborne 


Chuck Brown.......e 

Tim Holt rides again in this excel- 
lently made western about the 
ranchers’ fight for water rights. 
‘Riding the Wind’ carries more orig- 





and | 


| cactus mellers. A sturdy entry in 
spots where horse operas are okay 
and Holt has a following. . 
classification as a better Tim 
western, 

Yarn about cattle ranchers who 
are being high-jacked into paying 
high rents for water controlled by 
the community’s dishonest prompter 
has been repeatedly used. Story. 
tellers in this one bring in an en. 
terprising young rancher who fightg 
the banker and his hoarded water 
supply down to the point where the 
latter threatens to blow up his dam 
and flood the cattle country. 
that attempt is thwarted. 

In battling the attempt to hold up 
the ranchers and squeeze out ex. 
orbitant fees for the water supply 
necessary for their cattle, the 
rancher injects the novel idea of 
drilling for water and then pump. 
ing the aqua pura by means of winde 
mills. 

Story introduces a cattle rancher 
and his level-headed sister who 
speak with a distinct Scotch accent 
—first time this nationality has been 
used in a western in years. 

Tim Holt is the pleasant-looking 
young rancher and quick thinker 
who outwits the familiar town’s out- 
laws. He’s best when in action. Lee 
White is his comical aide while Ray 
Whitley’ is his pal and the singing 
cowboy of the film. Latter is a tune- 
ful warbler of cowboy ditties. Mary 
Douglas is the chief femme interest 
but no great shakes as an actress, 
Earle Hodgins and Kate Harring. 
ton are the fighting Scotch pair. 

Harry Wild’s photography is ex. 
cellent, while Edward Killy’s direc. 
tion overcomes some of burrs in the 
plot. Wetur, 


Rateg 
Holt 


‘Course 


Return of Daniel Boone 


Columbia release of Leon Bursha produce 





tion, Stars Bill Elliott; features RKetty 
Miles, Dub Taylor. Directed by Lamuert 
Hillyer. Story, Paul Franklin; sercenplay, 
Franklin and Joseph Hoffman; camera, 
Philip Tannura; editor, Mel Thorse: Ree 
viewed at Central, N. Y., Sept. 5, ‘41, 
dual, Running time, 60 MINS. 
i Scns cbeh aks pedes seas Bill Elliott 
Blien Brandon. «..ccsscrccscces Betty Miles 
CMMORDRIE. 4.600 20d e068 ‘ Dub Taylor 
Leach Wilgraim..........- Ray Bennett 
MAvOP BIWO, oc cccsccess Walter Soderling 
Seb TWANG. .cccccecsccvese Carl Stockdale 
ee eer ee Tee ee Bud (Usborne 
|; Bowers econ ‘ eooce FITAl : \Walker 
| Tax Collector Fuller........ ee Powell 
| Wa@mer....cccccscsserees ' rier 
| Henderson. To cesdéas nae (abb 
| Melinda and Matilda.. cheese k Twins 


Here is. one of the weaker west- 
|erns, whose situations have by now 
become so standard as to be recog- 
nizable in advance by even the most 
puerile intellects. This one deals 
with one Daniel Boone, whom the 
story concocters have fostered as 
the grandson of the famous scout. 
It’s strictly a lower-case dualer 
Bill Elliott plays the title char- 
acter who frustrates a pair of land- 
grabbers, one of whom is the town- 
ship’s mayor, the duo giving the 
well-known biz to the local ranchers 
| through fraudulent tax claims. 
Elliott does as well as can ex- 
pected, while Dub Taylor his 
comedic sidekick. Some of the com- 
edy, built around romantic incli- 
nations of twins for Taylor, and the 
complications that evolve when he’s 





be 


1S 


unable to determine who is who. is 
the type that’s been done too fre- 
| quently. Betty Miles decorates the 
{landscape neatly as the iggested 
!romantic foil for Elliott, but that’s 
| all. 


Director Lambert Hillyer has kept 
the pace brisk. Naka 


COTTAGE TO LET 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, Aug. 16. 





General Film  Distribut: of 
| Gainsborough production Stars Leslie 
| Bankes, Alastair Sim, John Mills Directed 
iby Amthony Asquith Screenpla \ de 
| Grunwald, J.0.C, Orton, from stage | v 
1} Geoffrey Kerr: camera lack Cox At 
| Gaumont-British private the ¢ ] on, 
| Running time, 90 MINS. 

Joon Barington ‘ I e Ranks 
Mixes. BATIMNStOR. «ccceces J ine ec 1s 
Helen Barington...........-Caria Teh nn 
| (Charles Dimble pete ee \ t m 
Flight-I ut Perry... ] \ 8 
Ror eereseseccecsesses ’ ‘ 
Alan “TONY. ccocccccoes \ 1 \V “ 
FON, Poorest. .csececseces Ky r 
Viiss Fernery...e. . . Mu ked 
VOD». 0.6.56. 09:0:009:0005%46000680 Wally Patch 
I, “EOC 2.0 00260008 etes H I € 
Mrs, Stokes athet 
Mrs rrimm Mu € 
Latest Gainsborough offering 18 


cops and robbers done in Air Force 
garb; the formula remains’ un- 
changed and an ideal move for this 
side, where the winged influence— 
plus a long West End run as a play— 
will set ‘Cottage to Let’ for, plenty 
local attention. A_ staccato script 
will keep the feature from primary 
spotting in key locations. Some fine 
playing and a workmanlike produc- 
tion mark it as good supporting fare. 
Anthony Asquith has directed neatly. 

John Mills had a tough assignment 
in the double-identity role of Nazi 
agent faking a parachute landing to 
snare the Scots folk into feting him 
as a wounded Air Force pilot. Actor 
turns in a thoughtful performance, 
emotionally standout in the closing 
sequences where he’s hunted down. 
Romance is in the hands of Carla 
Lehman, and she does excellently 
with very little as daughter-nurse of 
Leslie Banks, a temperamental in- 
ventor of plane gadgets. 

The Nazis figure ito lift plans of 
Banks’ new bombsight, but stumble 





inal quirks than are found in routine} 


(Continued on page 18) 
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K-A-O Acquisition of Its Own 
Pfd. Highlights SEC Summary 





Sept. 9. 


of Keith- 


Washington, 

Tortuous transactions 
Albee-Orpheum Corp. to acquire a 
large block of its own preferred 
stock led the list of film dealings 
reported in last week’s Securities & 
Exchange Commission monthly sum- 
mary. Film outfit was revealed to 
have tied into part of the 48,568 
shares of preferred voting trust cer- 
tificates—purchase 
the parent company, Radio-Keith- 


| investment 


of which from |} 


Orpheum Corp., was approved June | 


27 by the SEC but announced only 
a short time ago. Some of the 
transactions, however, were dated 
prior to the SEC approval. 


Deal involved acquisition of cer- | 


tain stocks held by Michael J. | 
Meehan, heavy _ stockholder in 
K-A-O, through the intermediaries 


Atlas Corp. 
vestment companies 
Floyd Od!lum. RKO _ purchased 
2,000 ducats last May, it was re- 
vealed, and an additional 21,800 the 
following month—presumably ac- 
quired by Atlas and American from 
Meehan and turned over to the par- 
ent company under an agreement. 
Three days after the June purchase, 
however, RKO peddled 45,061 7% 
cumulative preferred, paring its 
holdings at the end of the month to 
500 shares. 


Involved dealings in K-A-O paper 


and American Co.—in- 
controlled by 


| 30. 


| shares 
| Johnston’s 


| of Pathe-owned stock as trustee for 


—dating from last March—included: | 
Purchase by RKO of 722 shares of | 


common stock in small lots during 
July (following the SEC’s approval) 
—to bring total holdings of common 
to 1,205,598 shares. Thirteen shares 
of the same stock were purchased 
in March, according to last week’s 
SEC report. 

Other dealings in K-A-O papers 
included sale by Malcolm Kingsberg, 
New York officer and director, of 10 


the company’s 6% convertible Ist 
| preferred. 
Other film stock dealings com- | 


company—was recorded 
in RKO $1 par common. At inter- 
vals during July, Atlas purchased 
13,696 shares of the stock, plus 1,825 
shares of 6° convertible preferred. | 
Score at the end of the month was 
821,623 shares common; 327,812 war- | 
rants for common and 45,671 shares 
of the 6% convertibles. American | 
Co. was listed as holding 268,230 
shares of the common stock, although 
no transactions were recorded for 
July. 
Monogram 

Next most complicated film stock 
deal was credited to investors in 
Monogram Pictures Corp. Trem 
Carr, Hollywood director, received 
17.523 shares of $1 par common 
(listed as ‘in payment of loan’) to 


| 


FORECLOSURE SUIT 


ON ARROWHEAD HOTEL 


San Bernardino, Sept. 9. 
Foreclosure proceedings on the 
$250.000 second mortgage on the 
| Arrow head Springs Hotel have been 


| started, with Joseph M. Schenck and 


| Jay Paley holding the paper 





bring his holdings to 20,158 on July 
Also recorded as having 22,823 
options for common on the 
date. 
As trustee for franchise-holders, 
W. Ray Johnston, Hollywood offi- 
cial of the company, sold 64,152 
shares of Monogram common stock 
and dropped an additional 40,825 
‘in payment of advances or 
Left him with 23,273 shares. 
other dealings included 
in June, of 65,867 shares 


loans.’ 





purchase, 


the franchise holders group and a 
listing as the owner of 5,350 options 
for common. 


| ground breaking ceremonies. 


Manufacturers Trust Co., of New | 


York, beneficial owners, shed 53.000 | 
shares of 31%4 
Inc., Pride 4 Pa debentures 1947, 
the SEC revealed. Retained 3,324,800 | 


shares of same, plus 5,710 shares of | 


| prised flutters in Loew’s Boston The- 


!atres and Loew’s 


shares 7° cumulative preferred | 
v.t.c.’s in July, wiping out his hold- 


ings, 
another New York official of the 
company—of 30 shares of 7% cumu- 
lative convertible preferred. Gold- 
berg, according to the report, also 
sloughed off 200 shares of the same 
stock last June, while Kingsberg dis- 
posed of 490 shares of the same dur- 
ing July. Also listed under the 7% 
cumulated preferred transactions 
was acquisition of 6,976 shares of the 
stock by RKO, to bring its holdings 
te 7,476 by the end of July. 

On top of the K-A-O shuffle, a 
large investment by Atlas—principal 


and sale by Leon Goldberg— | P@* 


, Inc. Purchase of 
40 shares of the Boston subsid’s $25 | 
common by Loew’s, Inc., was 


registered, while J. Robert Rubin, 


| of $250,000, 


| 


in de- 
fault. The RFC holds a_ $600,000 
| first mortgage. 


The hotel company is to be re- 


| organized with an eastern resort op- 


erator taking over unless the gov- 


| ernment acquires the property for 


an army hospital. 





Model Completed For 


H’wood Country Home 


Hollywood, Sept. 9. 
Motion Picture Country Home in 
Woodland Hills begins to take shape 
this week with the completion of a 





|model for the central building, de- 
| signed 
same | architect. 

;to house a medical laboratory, 


by William Pereira, chief 
Main building is laid out 
li- 
brary and theatre. 

Remaining plans call for surround- 
ing bungalows in which old and in- 
digent film players will live in com- 
fort. Motion Picture Relief Fund is 


exhibiting the architectural model to 
encourage pledges for bungalow 
donations. Sept. 21 is slatea*for the 











Capra-UA Cold 


Continued from page 3 


* Paramount Pictures, | the company for his next 10 pic- 
| tures, 


Pact required a minimum of 
UA guaranteed 25% 
the end financing, up to a maximum 
which would have been 
no coin problem at all, the producer- 


one a vear. of 


| director explained, as the rest of the 


money could be easily obtained from 
the banks. 
Capra came to New York, he said, 


| New York exec of the parent com-/|to see the legit version of ‘Arsenic’ 
pany, peddled 800 shares of the out- | 





fit’s common no par value papers. 





TRACY’S ‘ADVENTURE’ 
Hollywood, Sept. 9. 


Spencer Tracy draws ‘This Strange 
Adventure,’ based on a novel by 


| Clyde Brion, as a late fall starrer. 


Anthony Veiller and William H. 
Wright are doing the screenplay, to 
be produced by Sam Zimbalist. 
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a few more times. He also chose 
several people from the cast for the 
picture. He could have virtually 
used the stage cast intact, he ex- 
plained, but wouldn’t do so as it 
would break up the show. Capra 
also foraged through Brooklyn with 
a still and film camera crew taking 
pictures of old houses for the sets 
of ‘Arsenic.’ It is localed in Brook- 
lyn. 

Next on his slate, Capra said, no 
matter for whom he is working, will 
be ‘The Flying Yorkshiremen,’ if at 
all possible. He is aiming to cast 
Victor Moore in the title role. That 
will be followed by ‘Tomorrow 
Never Comes,’ an original by Hugh 
Wedlock. 
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MUSIC HALL 
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“THE LITTLE 
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Dorothy IN PERSON 
LAMOUR T 
Jon HALL 
Fan of the ommy 
TH SEAS’ : 
In Technicolor DORSEY 


A Paramount 
Picture 
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zy:PALACE: 


Week Beginning Sept. 11th 


First Time at Popular Prices 
Continuous Performances 


ORSON WELLES 


“CITIZEN KANE” 





B'way & 
47th St 













IRENE DUNNE 
ROBERT MONTGOMERY in 


“UNFINISHED BUSINESS” 
UNITED RIVOLI Soret 


ARTISTS 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS 














4. 











NOW PLAYING 


GARY COOPER 


“SERGEANT YORK’ 


A NEW WARNER BROS. HIT 


HOLLYWOOD 


B’way at 5ist St. 
AIR-CONDITIONED 














2nd Big Week 


M-G-M’s Four-Star 


Success! 
Joan 


Broadwar Glet Street 
Robert Greer 
CRAWFORD @ TAYLOR @ GARSON 


‘When Ladies Meet’ 


with Herbert Marshall 



















Starts Thur. Sept. {1 
Robert 
MONTGOMERY 
“HERE COMES 
MR. JORDAN” 








Last Times Wed. 
“BLOSSOMS 
IN THE DUST” 
—On Stage—- 
Ed Sullivan 





In Person 
Ray KINNEY 
and Orch. 
Emile BOREO 
Jackie HELLER 










Winners 








3RD WEEK 
ERROL FRED 


FLYNN * MacMURRAY 


in a New Warner Bros. Hit 


“DIVE BOMBER” 


—In Person— 
Swing and 


swine 900 SAMMY KAYE "2,2" 


Extra! BILLY DeWOLFE 


STRAND B’way & 47 St. 


| This 


| 





| 
| 
| 


| THURS., SEPT. 11 (1:30 p.m.) 


| THURS., SEPT. 11 (1 p.m.) ; 








SAG Reins 


Continued from page 3 eee 


to 


the actors’ 








Aaa 
should be turned over 
adversely affected 


charity. 


| right to earn his living in the regu- 


lar commercial channels of enter- 
|tainment, to donate what money he | 


feit he could afford to give to chari- 
ties and to contribute his time and | 
talent in other non-commercial 
charity programs.’ 

Waivers have been granted by the 
Guild to those who are under pre- 
vious commitment, but it was said 
there would be no relaxing of Rule 
6 hereafter. Members of the board 
make up the Guild Authority. 








COTTAGE TO LET 





against Alistair Sim, as British un- 
dercover man, plus the sly Holmes- 
like reasoning of a Cockney kid 
evacuee. This youngster, George 
Cole, manages to steal all the scenes 
he has; he’s likable toughy who 
should bear watching. Sim’s cagey 
playing is a smooth mixture of, chill 
and cheer. There’s sone good work 
from Michael Wilding, as a youthful 
co-scientist with a yen for the daugh- 
ter of his boss. Jeanne de Casalis 
puts over her dithery comedy for 
useful laughs; Hay Petrie, Frank 
Cellier and Catherine Lacey have 
given their usual best. 


Feature is nicely mounted by Ed- 
ward Black; Jack Cox handles an 
excellent camera. Other technical 
departments are okay. 


THE BANDIT TRAIL 


4. 


Gilroy production. 
Stars Tim Holt; features Ray Whitley, 
Janet Waldo, Lee White, Morris Ankrum. 
Directed by Bdward Killy. Screenplay, 
Norton 8, Parker Story, Arthur T. Hor- 
man. Camera, Harry Wild; editor, Fred- 
eric Knudtson. One song by Fred Rose 
and Ray Whitley. Previewed in studio pro- 


Hollywood, Sept. 


RKO release of Bert 





jection room, Sept. 3, ‘41. Running time, 
59 MINS 
ss PUL ee eee S0neadeveces Tim Holt 
ORG cisco ccvecesessecounds Ray Whitley 
Elien Grant....ececre- Janet Waldo 
Whopper... -Lee (asses) White 
BE 64059655 toe ees ows Morris Ankrum 
Joel Nesbitt... .ccccvecss tov. Barcroft 
Sheriff Saunders.........J3. Merrill Holmes 
Tom PASSOrty. .cccccavecs ..Eddie Waller 
rere Te rie Cee .Glenn Strange 
Datos shed cone one eceeeces ....Frank Ellis 
Auduew GAME. coccosceces Joseph Exggrenton 
Mayor Guy Usher 
Kurt Hallid ..Jack Clifford 
MIM cs cavers eCreesseantes es Bud Osborne 


Not too impressive attempt to dis- 





play the heroics of Tim Holt. ‘The 
Bandit Trail,’ in taking a rocky de- 
tour in the characterization of Holt, 
makes him an outlaw accomplice for 
several reels and then tries to re- 
deem him. A dubious entry which 
had the working title of ‘The 
law Trail. 

Holt participates a bank rob- 
bery because of the foreclosure on 
| his father’s ranch and joins gang 
| to plot another heavy haul in a dis- 
tant town.. But the banker’s daugh- 
ter catches his eye and he stays to 
become town marshal. 

Holt-does what he can to make 
the role believable, without result. 
The one song doesn’t mean anything. 

Walt. 


e 


in 


a 


Gambling Daughters 


Releasing Corp. release of T 


Producers 





H. Richmond production Features Cecilia 
Parker and Roger Pryor Directed by Max 
Nosseck. Screenplay, Joel Kay and Arnold 
Phillips from original story by Sidney) 
Sheldon and Ben Roberts Camera, Mack 
Stengler At the New York, N. Y¥ Sept 
2, ‘41, dualed. Running ret 65 MINS. 
Diana Cameron... é% Cecilia Parker 
Chance Landon......... Roger Pryor 
Jimmy Parker...cccscseece Robert Baldwin 
Liltian eeeseanet ene Gale Storm 
Prof. Bedoin....cesseoece Sigi Arno 
PERE OTIOG soos 000s 60 eee eb begs Janet Shaw 
Ww alter CamMeron..ccccccece Charles Miller 
a Perr er re Kiddie Foster 
BN < 06.6046 0 0aeece6 ens Alfred Hall 
MT. 5 sacv eames oaune Judy Kilgore 
WMD. vos ctarncessees Gertrude Messinger 
Dorothy .ccccceoee ° Marvelle Andre 
ij Mary. ecard Roberta Smith 
Fairly amusing whodunit, with 
Roger Pryor and Cecilia Parker for 
| marquee decoration. 
| Picture promises intriguing devel- 
|}opments, but goes haywire near the 


| final denouement when it requires 
padded footage to fill out the 65 min- 
ft ony This padding is in the form of 
comedy, with Robert Baldwin, yarn’s 
hero, not impressive as a comic. 
Plot concerns daughters of the rich 
who meddle with gambling devices, 
and director Max Nosseck manages 


| to sustain suspense pretty well. Ce- 
|cilia Parker is one of the young 
ladies who becomes involved in the 
|gambler’s net. It’s a walk-through 
‘part. Roger Prior is handed a vil- 








Trade Showings 
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SAN FRANCISCO 








WED., SEPT. 10 (2 p.m.), ‘Weekend 


WED., SEPT. 16 (2 p.m.).. 


‘Smilin’ 
FRI., SEPT. 12 (1 p.m.)....... 


WED., SEPT. 10 (1 p.m.) 


THURS., SEPT. 11 (1 p.m.).. 














| FRI, SEPT. 12 (1 p.m.) 


{ ‘Married Bachelor’ ) 


‘Female of Species’ } 
‘Honky Tonk’ 


WASHINGTON 


‘Riders Purple Sage’ 
“Weekend in Havana’ 
§ ‘Married Bachelor’ 
*) ‘Smilin’ Thru’ 
‘Female of Species’ 
‘Honky Tonk’ 








in Havana’ (20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


(M-G), Motion Pic. 


V ‘Smilin’ Thru’ ; Ser., P.R. 
; ‘Female of Species’) ‘(M-G),Motion Pic.Ser., 
FRL, SEPT. 12 (1:30 p.m.). . ‘Honky Tonk’ § P.R. 


SEATTLE 


{ ‘Riders Purple Sage’ ) 
***) ‘Weekend in Havana’ § 
‘Married Bachelor’ } 


(20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
(M-G), Jewel Box 
Preview T. 
(M-G), Jewel 
Preview T. 


Thrw’ 


j 


Box 


) 


5 


(20th), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


(M-G ), 20th-Fox, P.R 


(M-G), 20th-Fox, P. R. | 





Out- | 





|} zens of Tomorrow’ 
| the superior 
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lain’s role as the gambling boss’ 
sistant. Robert Baldwin, 
surance inspector hero, 


as- 
as the in- 
is a new- 


!comer, but picture gives him slight 


chance. Outstanding in support are 
Gale Storm and Sigi Arno. Wear. 


Lone Rider in Ghost Town 
(WITH SONGS) 


Producers Releasing Corp. 
mund Neufeld production 





release of Sig- 
Features George 


Houston and Al St. John. Directed by 
Sam Newfield. Original screenplay, Joe 
O'Donnell; camera, Jack Greenhalgh: edi- 
tor, Holbrook N. Todd; music and lyrics 
by Johnny Lange and Lew Porter. At the 
New York, N. Y., Sept. 2, ‘41, dualed, 
Running time, 64 MINS, 

Tom (Lone Rider)........ George Houston 
Rr ee Al (Fuzzy) St. John 
PEGI. occ cvccccsescecoeteecd Alaine Brandes 
DESENIGS. 06 nese eneeserreveses Bud Buster 
CPOE. ov cn beddbeneeesce ...Frank Hagney 
BIMGSIG . cc cccccvscevcassoaseoed Alden Chase 
Peerrrrr rrr eeeccccces Reed Howes 
| ST Trerr sr Trrerrry Charles King 
pO a ee worcvdececsereces George Chesebro 
CBP. cecvccecesscesees coes Edward Peil, Sr. 
NO, 5 0500) <04aeRewas ess asa dae Archi Hall 





George Houston is being built into 
a western melodramatic figure as the 
‘Lone Rider,’ and this is a typical re- 
lease in the series. Producers have 
teamed Al St. John, long of slapstick 
comedies, with Houston for nice re- 
sults, and film is fair enough western 
fare. 

Fable of a ghost town, with a band 
of outlaws protecting their hidden 
ore vein, creaks from usage, but 
Houston is a strapping cowboy figure 


and his singing 1S acceptable. His 
speaking voice seems a little too 
deep for best results. St. John is 


capable, and Alaine Brandes, the sole 
femme character, has little to do. 
Support cast is standard. 

Couple of typical cowboy tiunes, 


not titled, are creditd to Johnny 

Lange and Lew Porter, and they 

| help. Wear. 
(Documentary) 
(SOVIET-MADE) 

Artkino release ek Ss. S. R. produce 
tion At Central, N. Y., Sept. 6, °41. Rune 
ning time, 117 MINS, 


(English sound-track and titles) 

Said to have been rushed to the 
U. S. by Clipper just in time for the 
New York opening, ‘Soviet Power’ is 
transparent propaganda. Trifle of it 
appears of recent production, but 
much of it looks rather old. Pieture 
is technically inferior and it could 
be edited almost in half. 

Nearly all of it is pretty tedious. 
However, if the standee business 
Saturday afternoon (6) is any indi- 
cation, it should coin a tasty profit. 
What. its propaganda value may be 
is difficult to predict. It offers lit- 
tle new or enlightening, yet every 
shot of Stalin or other Soviet na- 
bobs and every bombastic utterance 
the sound¢track commentator 
drew frantic applause from the shirt- 
sleeve audience. 

Film is in five sections: 
from the Front,’ ‘Russia’s Millions 
Mobilize,’ ‘Citizens of Tomorrow,’ 
‘The Soviet Woman’ and ‘Armenia, 
Land of Joy.’ First has a few (very 
few) shots of what appear to be 
actual fighting, otherwise being 
much the same kind of tame behind- 
the-lines stuff that has come from 
other war fronts. Most notable fact 
about ‘Russia’s Millions Mobilize’ is 
that the sound-track comment was 
obviously inserted in England and 
intended for British audiences. ‘Citi- 
purports to show 
way the Soviet regime 
cares for and educates youth, but 
doesn’t dwell on the absence of fam- 
ily life under such a setup. ‘The 
Soviet Woman’ stresses the alleged 
‘emancipated’ status of women in 
the U. S. S. R. 

Rev. Hewlett Johnson, 
Canterbury Cathedral, whose 


“Report 


dean of 
book 


|on the Soviet union has been quoted 


|so widely 





by Communist supporters, 


is shown and quoted to introduce 
each of the parts df this film. 

One outatendiina thing about ‘So- 
viet Power’—its showing in the U. S 
had to await Hitler’s invasion of 
Russia to give respectability to the 
U. S. S. R. cause in this country. 
The ex-house painter could hardly 


be pleased at this result of his war- 
fare. Hobe. 


Double Cliffer Direction 


Hollywood, Sept. 9. 
Universal’s next serial, ‘Winslow 
of the Navy,’ draws two directors, 


Ford Beebe and Ray Taylor. 

Henry MacRae. produces the sea~ 
going cliffhanger, slated to start 
Sept. 22. 











GRANDVIEW (Nyack), N.Y. 


Prominent figures of the theatrical 
and screen world have chosen this 
picturesque section for a home. 
3 beautifully landscaped acres over- 
looking the Hudson River. English- 
type residence; 8 rooms; large living 
room; adjoining sun-porch; 4 master 
bedrooms with 2% baths; servants’ 


wing, bath; laundry and 2 lavatories; 


recreation room; 3-car garage, Priced 
at today’s market for $20,000. Taxes 
under $500, 

Chemical Bank & Trust Co., 165 
Broadway, New York City, COrt- 
landt 7-3600, Ext. 144. Or consult 


your broker. 
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Now That Vick Has Its Network 
Serial, Morse Int'l Is Still Trying 
To Learn What Spots Will Be Used 





Morse International, agency on 
the Vick Chemical account, was 
still trying yesterday (Tuesday) to 


find out what proportion of the spot 
reservations outstanding Vick pro- 
posed to use now that it has bought 





a script show for the NBC-Red. The | 


agency advised station reps that all 


contracts previously placed for spot | 
campaigns will remain as is, but that | 


it would take Vick a few more days 
to decide how much of the spot pe- 


riods reserved but not contracted it | 


wanted to salvage. 


The firm orders | 


on spot figure about 40% of all the> 


campaigns set up by Vick for the 
1941-42 season. 

The program that will go into 
Vick’s Sunday matinee (5:30-6 p.m.) 
spot on the Red is based on a se- 
rial by Claire MacMurray, which 
the Cleveland Plain Dealer has car- 
ried for some time and which has 


been published in book form by the | 


Frederick Stokes Co. The news- 
paper serial’s title is ‘And Beat Him 
When He Sneezes.’ On thinking it 
over Vick officials were disinclined 
to adopt the title for their radio pro- 
gram because of the kidding it might 
cause for the product, Vatrono] Nose 
Drops. The tentative title for the 
show is ‘We're Five in the Family.’ 
The scripts will be adapted by the 
author herself and Milton Geiger. 
and the programs will be directed 
by Dick Nicholls, head of Morse’s 
radio department. The cast is to be 
somewhat different from the one 
that General Amusement Corp. 
originally auditioned. The network 
hookup will consist of 69 stations. 
Some of the station reps prevailed 
upon Morse International to release 
the reservations in such markets 
that the account undoubtedly no 
longer requires because of the net- 


work coverage. These reps imme- 
diately advised the _ stations n- 


volved in the releases and also wired 
the others still under reservation 
that they could use their own dis- 
cretion in holding the time for Vick. 


The reps pointed out to the agency 
that unless they could get quick ac- 
tion on the balance of the reserva- 
tions they could not guarantee that 
their stations would set aside the 
more choice spot time when Vick 
Started lining up its campaign fol 


the 1942-43 season. 


LEWIS UP FOR 
DEFENSE POST 


William mete CBS v.p. in charge 
of programs, ill likely get the post 
of broadcast Sirecter for tt ve Civilian 
Defense Committee, whit is headed 
by Mayor Fiorello 5 otaiimbin If 
the appointment goes through, Le »wis 
will spend at least half of his time 
in Washington. 

The assignment has yet to rece 
White House approval. 


ve 


NBC Chi Switch Puts 
McClelland on Sales 


Chicage, Sept. 9. 





—_—_——— + 


| 


| the Schaefer period 


Shift in NBC personnel sends Gil- | 


bert McClelland, who has been edi- 


tor of the press department here, | 


into the sales promotion department 
&8 assistant to Emmons Carlson. 

McClelland replaces George Bolas, 
Who leaves to join the radio staff of | 
the Blackett - Sample - Hummert | 
agency here. 


Swallow In 


John Swallow, head of NBC's stu- 
dios in Hollywood, arrived in New 





York Monday (8). 
He’s in for his annual h.o. look- 
around, 


Well-Dressed Answers 


Minneapolis, Sept. 9. 
A new WTCN quiz show here, 
called ‘Suit Yourself,’ gives list- 
eners-in the chance to win the 
coat first, then the trousers and 
so-on for the correct answers. 
A clothing store is sponsoring 
it. 


MARCH OF TIME’ 
TO RESUME 
ON BLUE 








‘March of Time’ (Time Mag) will 
on the NBC-Blue in the 
8-8:30 p.m. 
date will 


be revived 
Thursday 
Starting 
2 or 9. 
Panel 
for the 


spot. 
be either Oct. 


writers has been set up 
and the Young & Rubi- 
cam agency the account, has as 
signed two directors, Tom Everett 
and Hendrik Booraem, Jr., to handle 
alternate programs on the theory 
that they will be better able in this 
way to maintain a fresh slant. 
Booraem has ‘been doing ‘Manhattan 


of 
show, 


on 


at Midnight’ (Crummer-Energine). 
Latter show is now taking direction | 
from Joe Hill. 


LUM ’N’ ABNER GOING 
ON NBC- BLUE OCT. 6 


NBC-Blue has obtained its contract 
for Lum ’n’ 
Alka Seltzer It 


the Abner series 


effective 


becomes 


Oct. 6 

In the east it will be the 6:30-6:45 
spot, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday, with the midwest and 
mountain area getting the program 
four hours later. On the west coast 
the team will remain on their pres- 
ent NBC-Red hookup, with Alka | 
Seltzer also underwriting ‘News of 


the Blue Pacific link. 
exclusion of a Wed- 


the World’ 
Reason for the 


on 


nesday spot is that the account has | 
the Quiz Kids on the Blue the same | 
day 


Schaefer Beer Adding 


Harry Savoy, Brown 


Schaefer Beer, a B.B.D. & O. ac- 
cou! will add Harry Savoy and 
uss Bro vn to the cast of its weekly 
half-hour program in October. The 
rewer has to leave its present spot 


(Tuesday, m.) on WEAF, N.Y., 
Sept. 
Burns and Allen show, 
Oct. 7 on the NBC-red. 

Colonel Stoopnagle is currently in 
on 
contract, which expires Sept. 22. He} 
| will probably be retained for the | 
following week (29). 


7:30 p, 





Lorillard Moving From 
CBS to NBC on Coast 


Lorillard is moving its quiz, 
| Be Personal,’ from the CBS Pacific 
Network to the NBC-Red in that re- 
| gion Oct. 3. The series, which plugs 


Beachnut cigarets, will have the Fri- 
| day 8:30 to 9 spot, local time. 


Lennen & Mitcheii is the agency. 


Lynchburg, Va.—Dick Buzzerd has |} 


joined WLVA’s announcing staff) 
| after a stint on WENY, Elmira, N. Y. 








from | 


29 to make room for the Lever- | 
which debuts | 


a 22- -week | 


‘Don’t 






DONOVAN CONAB 





Coordinator of Intelligence 
Probably Will First Merge 
NBC and CBS Facilities, 
With Both Nets Continu- 
ing to Furnish Personnel 
and Material 





PAST OPPOSITION 





Impression has spread within the 
American shortwave industry that 
the conference which William Dono- 
van, U. S. Coordinator of Intelli- 
gence, has called for today (Wednes- 
day) in Washington is but a prelim- 
inary to the taking over of the in- 
dustry by the Government. It is be- 
lieved that Donovan will precede 
such acquisition with a merger of 
present shortwave program produc- 
ing facilities, in which the networks 
(NBC and CBS) would continue to 
furnish the personnel and the ma- 
terial. Invited to the conference are 
NBC and CBS officials, representa- 
tives of independent shortwave sta- 
tions and broadcast associates of the 
Rockefeller Committee on Latin- | 
American Cultural Relations. 

Donovan, it has been intimated, 
will meet with no opposition from 
the two networks 
take to consolidate 


NBC and CBS’ 





| 


}all other American international 
shortwave outlets. Only condition, 
lit has been suggested, that will be 
|asked of him is that the Govern- 
ment assume all responsibility for 
these programs, and that if the pro- 
grams are to contain anything of a 
propaganda nature the networks be 
permitted to label them as such. 
Broadcasters connected with Amer- 
ican shortwave facilities began to 
wonder whether something 
was in store for them when 
van recently moved Stanley P. 
ardson into his own organization. 
Richardson was named some months 


'ago co-ordinator of international 
shortwave as asting by the short- 
wave industry itself at a salary of 
$10,000 a year. “The suggestion for 
his employment came through the 
U. S. Department of State. Copies 
of a plan for operation which Rich- 
ardson had been working on since 
he got the post were recently sub- 
mitted by him to Donovan and the 
State Department. 

| NBC and Columbia have persis- 
} tently opposed Government control 
of their international shortwave fa- 
cilities, fearing that if they yielded 


in that direction they would 
ing the way 


be pav- 
for the Government 
stepping into the domestic longwave 


| operating field. Persons of author- 
ity who are thoroughly conversant 
|! with the Government’s wartime 
problems and also the broadcasting 
business have urged the two net 
works to offer their shortwave fa 
cilities on a sort of lend-lease basis 
but in eacl instance the webs have 
countered with the argument that 
one step in Government operation 
of radio would logically lead to an- 

other. 
It is anticipated that Donovan's 


co-ordinating plans for international 
|radio include the improvement of 
| both wavelength and_ broadcast 
equipment. 

1 


WILLIAM KOSTKA QUITS 
| AS NBC PUBLICITY HEA 








MAY PAVE WAY 


should he under- | 


shortwave program producing set- | 
ups with the idea of feeding ma- | 


terial from a consolidated source to | 


. 


Stations May Again Up Rates 
For Chainbreaks, Now That 


They Are at Saturation Point 





He’ll Get Told 


Hollywood, Sept. 9. 

Orson Welles will be heckled 
by the ‘voice of his conscience’ 
on his Lady Esther radio series. 

Alter ego will be billed as 
Jiminy Cricket, performed as it 
was in ‘Pinocchio’ by Cliff Ed- 
wards. It will be carried through 
the entire series. 


‘HOBBY LOBBY’ 
VICE ‘DESK’ 
FOR C-P-P 


| Ted Bates agency has bought Dave 
|Elman’s ‘Hobby Lobby’ to 
‘City Desk’ for Colgate-Palmolive- 
| Peet starting with the Oct. 
| cast. Time is 8:30-8:55 Saturday | 
nights on CBS. 
|; shave cream. 
‘City Desk’ has been a headache 
;} since it first went on the air for 
| C-P-P about a year ago. It has had 
various directors, writers and lead- 
| ing players in the meantime. ‘Hobby 
| Lx bby,’ until it went off the air about | 
118 months ago, had several different 

















sponsors and network outlets. ‘Con- 
| tact,’ another of Elman’s ‘idea’ shows, 
| has been on Mutual for some 
months as a sustainer. 





DAVIS AWARD FOR TOP 


drastic | 
Dono- | 


Rich- | 


| Award, 


| house,’ 


ANNOUNCER NOW NATL. 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 9. 

Annual Harry P. Davis Memorial 
cash prize and medal given 
burgh’s No. 1 announcer, will 
become a national affair this year 
Davis was co-founder with Dr. Frank 
Conrad of KDKA, and the 
awards have been the gifts 
widow. 

First time prize goes to a national 
winner will be on Nov. 21, twenty- 
first birthday of KDKA. Bill Weber, 
of NBC’s New York office, was in 
town last week making arangements 
with Mrs. Davis for the creation of 
a national committee on awards. 


to Pitts 


of his 


Ontario Bally May 
Return to U. S. Net 


J » government may return 
» American network radio this Feb- 
ruary with a campaign plugging the 
province's facilities for winter ports 
The province was on CBS for 13 
‘ks this spring and ear immer 
with a program selling Asnertonn 
tourists on Ontario as a vacationing 
pot. Results were successful. 


Rains Come’ Cast 


Cast for 
ing Sept. 





The Rains Came,’ 
29 for ‘Wheatena Play- 
will include Don Briggs, Vir- 
ginia Field, Alexander Scourby, 
Irene Hubbard, Louis Hector and 
— Rolfe. Compton is the agency. 


- 
. 





yearly | 


4 broad- | 





With the demand for chainbreak 
announcements and minute  an- 
nouncements having saturated avail- 
abilities on class A and class B sta- 
tions, there is talk now among many 
broadcasters of further jacking up 
the rates on these two items. In a 
number of cases the rates for such 
spots have already been pushed up 
to the point where national adver- 
tisers could buy a 15-period for prac- 
tically the same price, if not less. 
This situation is described as another 


| one of those advertiser eccentricities, 


preferring to hitchhike their an- 
nouncements on another account’s 
network program rather than build- 
ing up listener favor with a program 
of their own. 

Unless spot advertiser viewpoint 
changes in the meantime, network 
affiliated stations will be making 
more money from announcements 
than they would clear if they were 
able to sell quarter and half-hour 
periods. A paradox that has caused 
many a broadcaster to wonder at the 
strange ways of the advertising craft 


replace | derives from the circumstances that 


the very agencies which are loudest 
in their protests against the append- 
ing of chainbreak announcements to 


Product is Colgate | their network programs have been 
| 


most active in the snatching up of 
chainbreak availabilities. 





WITH A SERIAL 


Canada Dry is returning to nete 


|work radio with a mystery comedy 


serial, ‘Michael and Kitty.’ Contract 
calls for 111 stations on the NBC- 
Blue and the Friday 9:30-10 p.m. 


| spot, 


Mathes is the agency and the ac- 
count’s Spuracola will also be 
plugged. 


SIX MORE STATIONS 
ON NBC-BLUE SETUP 


NBC last week released the call 
ietters of six stations which it stated 
would be available to Blue clients 
within 60 days. They are KCMO, 
Kansas City; WAYS, Charlotte, N. C.; 
WMRC, Greenville, S. C.; WCHYV, 
Charlottesville, Va.. WJHL, Johnson 
City, Tenn., and WMUR, Manchester, 
N. H 


WSYR, Syracuse, notified the net- 


work that it would be operating at 
5,000 watts day and night the latter 
part of this montl 


Swope Sells 1,500 
Shares of CBS Steck 


Washington, Sept. 9. 
Disposal of 1,500 shares of Colum- 
bia Broadcasting System $2.50 par 


| Class-A common was the only radio 
| stock transaction recorded Friday 
start- | 


(5) in the Security & Exchange 
Commission’s monthly summary. 
According to the SEC, Keewaydin 


| Corp.—holding company of H. Bay- 
| ard Swope—dropped the papers dure 
|ing July to retain a modest 1,000 








ita Carlo DeAngelo directing, | shares. 
Willi K ka. NE Herbe rt Little, Jr.. and David Victor | ; 
filliam Kostka, NBC publicity di-| scripting. Nelson Case announcing, ‘ ? 
rector, leaves the network Sept. 26 and William Meeder the organist. | Penthouse to Blue 
to join the Institute of Public Rela- ‘Rains’ will run five weeks, % 
| Hons. Kostka has been with NBC | lowed by a three-week adaptation; ‘Penthouse Party’ (Camel) is 
| for three years. He was made man-|of ‘My Man Godfrey’ handled by | slated to move to the NBC-Blue in 


| ager of the department 
1939. * 
money. His 
him $2,500 


earned at 


new spot will 
more a year 
NEC. 
His successor has not been 


bring 


than he 


| 








Kostka’s leaving is due strictly to | % 


named. | Deeds 


in August,| the same production setup. Show is 


j} recorded and will be heard in New 
York via WOR. It will be the sec- 


ond season for the series. After 
Godfrey,’ the shows will include 
‘Jane Eyre,’ ‘Christmas Carol,’ ‘Mr. 


Goes to Town’ and others. 








|a couple weeks. ‘Party’ now occu- 
pies the Friday 10-10:30 period on 
CBS, but Lever’ Bros.-Lifebuoy 
moves its ‘Hollywood Premiere’ pro- 
gram into this same spot Sept. 19. 
William Esty is the agency on both 


aie ane 
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Mishaps to NAM Program May 


Stem from Presence of Fulton Lewis 





National Association of Manufac- 
turers can’t decide whether the series 
of mishaps that have attended the 
*Your Defense Reporter’ broadcasts 
on Mutual have been accidental, or 
whether there’s a well concealed 
plot to nudge Fulton Lewis, Jr., off 
this program. The NAM is paying 
all the expenses entailed in these 
broadcasts, excepting the time, 
which it gets gratis from Mutual. 

Lewis has been pretty much un- 
der a cloud in the trade ever since 
he arranged for that original broad- 
cast of Charles A. Lindbergh, in 
which the flier opened his attack on 
the Administration’s foreign policy, 
and also as a result of his (‘Lewis’) 
close friendship with leading Wash- 
ington isolationists. It has also been 
no secret in the trade that while 
Lewis has come under the protecting 
cloak of the Chicago Trib outlet, 
WGN, the same web’s New York 
key, WOR, has been chary about its 
association with Lewis. 

The mishaps, which have aroused 
the curiosity, if not the suspicion, of 
the NAM, involved in each instance 
defects in the pickup telephone line 
facilities. Two weeks ago there was 
line failure when the program origi- 
nated from the plant of the Walter 
Kidde Co. in Bellville, N. J., and 
Jast Tuesday night (2) an inspection 
of the radio line installed in the plant 
of the Unique Specialty Co., in lower 
Manhattan, disclosed that it had been 
shortened. In Jersey the first few 
minutes of the broadcast was not 
heard on the air because of the 
faulty connection, while the defect 


+ 





| Network Premieres 


(Sept. 10-20) 





‘Musical Millwkeei,” music; 
Thursdays-through-Sundays, 10- 
10:15 am. EDST, NBC-Blue; 
Pillsbury flour, McCann-Erick- 
san. Starts tomorrow (Thurs- 
day), origination Chicago. 

‘Ahead of the Headlines,’ com- 
ment; Thursdays, 10:30-10:45 p.m., 
NBC-Blue; Newsweek mag, 
Tracy-Locke-Dawson. Resumes 
tomorrow night (Thursday ), 
origination New York. 

‘Three Ring Time,’ variety, 
with Charles Laughton, Milton 
Berle, Shirley Ross, Bob Crosby 
orch; Fridays, $:30-10 p.m. EDST, 
Mutual; Ballantine ale, J. Walter 
Thompson. Starts Friday night 
(12), origination Hollywood. 

Orson Welles, drama-variety; 
Mondays, 10-10:30 p.m. EDST, 
CBS; Lady Esther, Pedlar & 
Ryan. Starts Monday night (15), 
origination Hollywood. 

‘True or False,’ quiz, with 
Harry Hagan; Mondays, 8:30-9 
p.m., NBC-Blue; J. B. Williams 
Co., J. Walter. Thompson. Re- 
sumes Monday night (15), origi- 
nation varies. 

Ginny Simms, songs; Fridays, 
9:55-10 p.m. EDST, CBS; Inter- 
national Cellucotton Products 
(Kleenex), Lord & Thomas. 
Starts Sept. 19, origination Hol- 
lywood. 





in the case of the Manhattan hookup 
was discovered a couple hours be- 
fore the broadcast. Both small man- 
ufacturing firms are engaged in de- 
fense work, 

While the NAM has been both em- 
barrassed and mystified by these in- 
cidents, it has not uncovered any- 
thing that smacks of a plot. The 
Bell Telephone Co. of New Jersey, 
took the blame for the bad hookup in 
the Belleville plant, while the New 
York Telephone Co. admitted that 
one of its technicians as responsible 
for the short in the Manhattan in- 
stallation, 


Utilities’ ‘North 
@ May Go on CBS 
Opposite ‘Fibber 


‘Mr. and Mrs. North,’»the comedy 
serial which the consolidated electric 
industries has selected for its co- 
Operative campaign through the 

. W. Ayer agency, may go into the 
an 9:30-10 p.m. spot on Colum- 

ia. 

If this proposal goes through it 
will be the first time that ‘Fibber 
McGee and Molly’ will face opposi- 
tion from another commercial since 
they started on their ride to the 
upper rungs of listening popularity. 


WOOLLCOTT TO SPIEL 
FOR CBS FROM LONDON 


Alexander Woollcott will do a se- 
ries of broadcasts from London for 
CBS. 

Starting date depends on how soon 
Woollcott can obtain transatlantic 
Passage. 

















SELLS TRAVEL NEWS 


WCPO, Cincy, Adds Airport Chat to 
Commercial Sked 
Cincinnati, Sept. 9. 
WCPO, which for long has been 
@arrying chat programs on travel- 
@rs passing through Cincy’s railway 
and bus terminals, started a Plane 
Time series Monday (8) from the 
muny airport. Bob Bentley con- 
ducts the new series, sponsored by 
Maud Muller candies. He does a 
15-minute recording between 10 and 
1 a.m., Monday through Friday. 
ith 16 flights, that hour is the air- 
port’s busiest of the day. Airings 
®re at 7:15 p.m. Contract is for 39 
weeks. 
Bentley also handies the Train 
Time series, at 5:45 p.m., Monday 
rough Friday. It blurbs Fels- 











PEARSON- ALLEN 


ON NBC-BLUE 
FOR SERUTAN 








Drew Pearson and Bob Allen will 
soon be doing a weekly series of 
comment for Serutan. Matter of a 
quarter-hour period is now being 
worked out with the NBC-Blue. 
Latter denied yesterday (Tuesday) 
the report circulated in the trade 
that the Pearson-Allen program for 
Serutan was to be spotted just be- 
fore the Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt pro- 
gram (Pan-American Coffee). 

Raymond Spector is the agency on 
the laxative account. 


FIC Tells Gulf Spray 
To Quit Phoney Bally 
About Pleasing Cows 








Washington, Sept. 9. 
Sharp rebuke to an outfit that has 








18 Stations Will Pick 
Up WLW’s War Games 


Sept. 9. 
of the 


Cincinnati, 
WLW’'s special 


} adn - 
bicadcasts 


| war games in Louisiana, Sept. 15-30, 
| will be relaved by 18 non-affiliated 


| 
| 


| tucky, 








| been advertising by radio a ‘com- | 


| plete cow protection,’ which ap- 
parently is anything but, was admin- 
| istered Monday (8) by the Federal 
| Trade Commission, 


| Nuts, 


| products. 


| Gulf Oil Corp., of Pittsburgh, was | 


given 20 days to answer charges that 
their ‘Gulf Livestock Spray’ 
| ‘“Gulfspray’—ballyhooed in radio con- 
| tinuities, road maps, Magazines, 
newspapers, etc.—actually will ‘burn, 
| blister, or 
|mals’ if they are sprayed 
| Claims that the insecticides will not 
| taint milk are also untrue, Commish 
| declared. 

Boasts that ‘a light spraying of it 
(Gulf Livestock Spray) will assure 
you of healthy, contented cows’ must 
be discontinued, or a cease and desist 
order will be issued against the com- 
pany. Bossies are harmed rather 
than helped by the concoction, ac- 
cording to the complaint, and the 
representation that the product is so 
harmless to humans that-‘you can 
gargle with it’ is likewise incorrect. 

Promise to be good was given the 
Commish by Thomas Patrick, Inc., of 
St. Louis, after a spanking received 
for ‘preparing and disseminating ad- 
vertisements. for various commodi- 
ties’ over KWK. Trouble was caused 
by claims made for ‘Colonial Bread,’ 
on behalf of the Colonial Baking Co. 
—with the FTC questioning the non- 
fattening properties of the bread and 
| refusing to believe that six slices 
| used in a reducing diet would slim 
consumers and prevent tiredness and 





and | 


irritate the hides of ani- | 
heavily. 





network stations in Ohio, Ken- 
Indiana and West Virginia. 
Four other independent stations in 
the same area reported that their 
inability to make suitable pickups off 
WLW made it impossible for them to 
accept the offer. 

WLWO, Crosley’s international 
short-waver, will carry its own pro- 
grams of the maneuvers. They will 
be in Spanish, for Latin-American 
listeners, and are to be rebroadcast 
by Cadena Radio Inter-Americana 
stations of the WLW network. 


Rose Franken 
Quits ‘Claudia’ 
Air Scripting 


Rose Franken, author of ‘Claudia 
and David,’ will probably discontinue 
scripting the series for General Foods 
after the Sept. 26 program, the last 
of the initial 17-week contractual 
period. Besides poor health, she is 
also active in readying John Golden’s 
road company of her stage comedy, 
‘Claudia,’ from the same magazine 
stories, as well as preparing the 
screen treatment of the play for 
David O. Selznick. 

Young & Rubicam, agency on the 
program, has indicated it intends 
continuing the series, even without 
Miss Franken’s services as author or 
editorial supervisor. But whether 
the agency or Miss Franken will pay 
the replacement scripter appears to 
be indefinite. Meanwhile, Miss 
Franken has already turned in her 
scripts for the three remaining pro- 
grams and is through with the series. 

Matter of adjustment of payment 
remains to be worked out. Under 
the original contract, Miss Franken 
was to receive $1,500 a week (with 
yearly options increasing the amount 
to $3,000 a week) to write the script 
herself, to collaborate on it with her 
husband, William Brown Meloney, 
or to hire someone else to script it 
under her supervision. In the latter 
case, she would have to pay the sub- 
stitute writer. 








However, she notified the agency 
several weeks ago that on her doc- 
tor’s orders she would not continue 
the writing after the Sept. 26 option 
date and also did not wish to con- 
tinue as editorial supervisor. That 
would presumably release the ac- 
count from paying her 


use of her original 
and characters. 
With the Kate Smith program re- 
turning to the air Oct. 3 for Grape 
General Foods had been ex- 
pected to shift ‘Claudia and David’ 
to plug Sanka coffee, another of its 
But the company recently 
signed William L. Shirer for a series 


for that product, in addition to ‘We, 
the People,’ for the same account 

Figured likely that the sponsor will | 
move ‘Ciaudia and David’ to still | 
another product, though there is no 


SCHWAB WORKING ON 2 
PHILIP MORRIS SHOWS 


Laurence Schwab, who recently 
entered the Milton Biow agency as 
head of program production, is work- 
ing on two new shows for Philip 
Morris cigarets. 

One of the mike personalities in 
which he has shown an interest is 
Walter O'Keefe. 








WELLINGTON IN U. S. 


Over As North American Director 
For BBC 





Lindsay Wellington has been named 
North 4merican director for the 
British Broadcasting Corp. He had 
been in the British Ministry of In- 
formation in charge of broadcasting. 

Wellington has already arrived in 
this country for his new assignment. 


the $1,500 | 
(plus raises) figure, but she would | 
still be entitled to a royalty for the | 
story material | 


NBC-Blue Biz Setting Record; 10 New 


Sponsors, More Varied Entertaiment 


i te i A i 


When the fall broadcast season gets into full swing the NBC-Blue will 
have established a record for itself in number of accounts and monthly 
billings. Of the 17 new programs set on the Blue, 10 represent adver- 
tisers who have never before been on that network. Blue has deals on 
with General Mills and Camel cigarets, as well as Sterling Products (two 
half-hours), and if these come through the increased margin of billings 
by Dec, 1 may run as kigh as 40% as compared to 1940, 

Blue’s commercial schedule this fall will also be considerably more 
varied in types of entertainment than in the past. Following are the 
accounts and programs signatured to start in the fall: 


Account Program 

Bendix Aviation Corp. U. S. Treasury Show 
Pan-American Coffee Eleanor Roosevelt 
Canada Dry ‘Michael & Kitty’ 
Mennen Co. ‘Sergt. Quirt-Capt. Flagg’ 

Trimount Clothes Co. William Hillman-Raymond Clapper 
Wheeling Steel Corp. Wheeling Steelmakers 
Brown & Williamson Renfro Valley 
D. L. Clark Candy Co. ‘Service With a Smile’ 
Pillsbury Flour Mills ‘Musical Millwheel’ 
Pacquine Cosmetics (Not set) 
Ralston Purina ‘Tom Mix Straight Shooters’ 
Standard Brands ‘I Love a Mystery’ 
J. B. Williams Co, ‘True or False’ 
Texas Co. Metropolitan Opera 
Newsweek Ahead of the Headlines 
Alka-Seltzer ‘Lum & Abner’ 
Time Magazine ‘March of Time’ 









++ 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


WOV, N.Y., auditioning femme commentators to replace Maxine Keith, 
who held down the spot for several months. Gretchen Thomas, who 
started Aug. 31, remained two days. Joan Danton (Mrs. Ted Byron) took 
over Monday (8)....After a week’s hiatus, following the termination of 
Josef Cherniavsky’s contract as house band leader, Paul Romeo moved 
into the WOV slot with a nine-piece combo on a 12-week deal. Romeo 
formerly was pianist of the station’s midday trio, New house ork plays 
15 minutes a day at 4:15 p.m. 

Jack Runyon, Ted Bates agency radio head, planed to Sea Island, Ga., 


yesterday (Tuesday) for a week’s fishing....Dick McDonagh, NBC staff 
scripter, writing the Dale Carnegie show for International Correspondence 
School....Nick Keesely will direct the series for the N. W. Ayer agency 
....it will be recorded and given a test ride via WCAU, Philadelphia.... 
Jerry Holland is doing two and Welbourn Kelley and Frank Wilson one 
each of the ‘These Four Men’ series (about Churchill, Stalin, Hitler and 
Roosevelt), which is filling the 7 p.m. Sunday spot on NBC-Red until Jack 
Benny returns..C, L. Menser of the network’s production department, on 
the Coast to set leads for the show. 


Tony Wons returns to NBC-Red Oct. 5 with a twice-weekly series for 
Hall Bros. greeting cards....Firestone will do an 11:30 reneat of its Mon- 
day night NBC-Red series, starting Oct. 6....‘Studio X,’ goofy-coop series 
by Budd Hulick and Ralph Dumke, moved from 8:30 to 8 o’clock five 
mornings a week on WEAF, replacing European news roundup and be- 
coming the only local 50,000-watter not airing world news at the 8 am. 
spot....NBC-Red is opening the network 15 minutes earlier to air Louise 
Massey and the Westerners at 7:45 a.m. Mondays, Wednesday and Fridays 
| for Bromo-Quinine....Show will be repeated at 8:45 to the midwest and 
| at 10:30 to the Coast....‘The Aldrich Family,’ with author Clifford Gold- 
| smith doing a personal appearance, will be aired from the stage of the 
| Academy of Music, Philadelphia, Oct. 23, as a subscription offering of the 
| Philadelphia Forum....Goldsmith and Ezra Stone, lead on the show, are 
| both from Philly. 

Betty Ann Painter, featured on Ted Steele’s ‘Boy Meets Band’ series on 
| NBC, has joined the cast of ‘The Avenger’ on WHN....Lenore Manne, 
| secretary in the sales department of WQXR, announced her engagement 
| to Dr. Robert F. Furchgott, research bio-chemist with the Cornell Medical 
| college....Lynn Fontanne’s reading of Alice Duer Mililer’s ‘White Cliffs of 
Ea will be aired via recording Saturday (13) on ‘Cavalcade of Litera- 
| 





Francis Kalnay, Hungarian translater at WWRL, build- 
ing a new home at Brewster, N. Y. 

Anne Elstner, title actress on ‘Stella Dallas,’ bought old farm house in 
Bucks County, Pa.....Jackie Ayres added to ‘David Harum’ cast....Anne 
Seymour turned down title part in ‘Big Sister,’ which Alice Frost is drop- 

|} ping, and will have the name role in ‘Mary Marlin,’ which Benton & 
| Bowles will move from Chicago. She gave up the same part about a vear 


ago to move back to New York Joan Allison joined ‘Front Page Far- 
rell’ troupe Frances Carlon, recruit from Chicago radio, to ‘John’s 
Other Wife’ cast. 

Both: NBC and WOR will cover the Brooklyn Football Dodgers games 


this fall, NBC by television and WOR by radio, with Red Barber handling 
the latter....Charita Bauer and James Meighan returned to ‘Orphans of 
Divorce’ cast....Helen Brooks doing Procter & Gamble commercials on 
‘Against the Storm’ and ‘The O'Neills’....Roy Johnson added starter with 
‘Our Gal Sunday’ troupe....Two new studios exclusively for shortwave 
| broadcasts are being readied on the ninth floor of the CBS building.... 
Shortwave department occupies the sixth floor....Sam Ward goes to the 
Coast Sept. 22 as a scripter for the Burns and Allen show, which starts 
Oct. 7 for Swan soap....Jackie Kelk and Ethel Intropidi added to ‘Young 
Widder Brown’ cast....Mary Mason, title actress on ‘Maudie’s Diary,’ has 
moved back to town from her summer home at Wilton, Conn. 





IN HOLLYWOOD... - 


Irene Rich is approaching permanency with her sponsor, Welch grape- 
juice. Last Sunday she started her ninth successive season for the bever- 
age firm....‘Date With Judy’ has done so well as a summer pinct-hitter 
for Bob Hope that Lord & Thomas has several outside offers for the piece, 
but prefers to keep it in the firm. Hope, incidentally, does three broad- 
casts in the east before settling in Hollywood. Chicago gets the fall cur- 
tain-raiser Sept. 23, followed by White Sulphur Springs and Cleveland.... 
KHJ unwrapped its new transmitter last week and hopped up its night 
wattage to 5 kw to match its daytime power....Sam Balter sustaining on 
the Don Lee net six times a week with a sports turn called ‘One For the 
Book’....Carlton Morse rejoined his ‘One Man's Family’ after seven weeks 
on the loose....John Reber here from New York for the takeoff of the 
Ballantine ale three-ringer Sept. 12... .Bill Goodwin, actor-announcer, will 
have to keep his larynx well oiled for the months to come. He will do 
| double duty on the Swan soap and Ballantine ale shows, meanwhile call- 
| ing the sponsorial shots on ‘Blondie’ and Jimmie Fidler. Maxwell java 
program may also fall to his lot if his test shot Sept. 11 wins enough votes. 
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Jolin Daly's Joker for Bill Lewis Was 
TNT, Both Literally and Figuratively 





Washington, Sept. 9. 

A practical joke to end almost all 
practical jokes last week boom- 
eranged on John Charles Daly, CBS 
announcer, to such an extent that he 
has virtually taken the veil. 

Columbia's National Defense com- 
mentator—on a recent tour through 
an unidentified Army post—acquired 
two packets of compressed ya & ¥ 
Gadgets labeled ‘Warning, High Ex- 
plosives,’ or something of the sort— 
and reposed them on Daly's Wash- 
ington desk as convenient paper- 
weights. 

Sudden inspiration caused the an- 
nouncer to tote one of the lethal 
packages to New York, where, in a 
puckish mood, he tied it up daintily 
in tissue paper and pink ribbons and 
left it on the desk of Bill Lewis, 
vice-president in charge of broadcasts 
for the web. Before leaving Lewis’ 
office, Daly thoughtfully instructed 
the secretary to tell the CBS exec 
that the thing probably couldn’t be 
detonated unless thrown in the fire- 
place or given a smart crack with a 
hammer. 

Reaction of the CBS v.p., according 
to Washington sources, was instan- 
taneous. Comprised loud yowls of 
fright and a phone call to the bomb 
squad of New York’s Finest. Lewis 











“KSO broadcasts sell not only 
vyolume-goeds, but also i higher 
riceed ttems Hke stekers. —A. M. 
erdtvedt, Mgr., Montgomery Ward, 
Des Moines, 


Department stores buy radio 


time from figures. Not just 
coverage figures, but cash- 
register figures. 

So Montgomery Ward’s 


FIFTH renewal of its daily 
quarter-hour on KSO, proves 
KSO’s ability to move mer- 
chandise at a profit, and adds 
another chapter to the Success 
Story of KSO and KRNT— 
Success in serving listeners 
AND advertisers. 


Except for network affilia- 
tion, KSO and KRNT are 
near-twins. Both have 5000 
watts, day and night.* Both 
have strong trade-recognition. 
Both have fine records of sales 
accomplishment. 


With Iowa farm income at 
a new high . .. with defense 
activity increasing Des Moines 
payrolis 20% or more ... it’s 
well to have KSO and/or 
KRNT on the job to increase 
your sales to more than a mil- 
lion people in Iowa’s No. 1 
market—Des Moines and its 
extensive trading area. 


* Effective October, 1941. 
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allegedly was too leery of the labels 
on the package to follow instructions 
of the Police Department—namely, 
to dunk his present in the river im- 
mediately. 

A second call to the bomb squad 
aroused the interest of police and, 
after disposing of the Daly contribu- 
tion, the coppers insisted on further 
details. Defense commentator fied to 
the capital to escape quizzing. 

With Lewis’ portion of the T.N.T. 
presumably resting on the bottom of 
the North or East river, Daly still 
was faced with the problem of dis- 
posing of his remaining paperweight. 
As far as can be ascertained, the dy- 
nam(it)ic radio personality and an 
accomplice rushed to the banks of 
the Potomic river and hurled the 
offending package into the water. 

Prankster—still a bit fearful of be- 
ing picked up by N. Y. cops on his 
next trip to the big city—explained 
nonchalantly that he didn’t know 
what all the turble-burly was about. 
Declared that, after all, he had car- 
ried the stuff to New York in a suit- 
case which was tossed around by 
red-caps in the station and on the 


train. Besides, the packets made 
swell paperweights while they 
lasted. 





Teamsters Cite 
Seattle Outlet’s 


Discrimmation 


Seattle, Sept. 9. 

The Teamsters Union has an- 
nounced the intention of filing a pro- 
test with the FCC because station 
KJR deleted from Seattle Mayor 
Earl Millikin’s radio speech on 
Thursday (4) the Mayor’s criticism 
of the U. of Washington and the 
Pacific Coast Conference because of 
their refusal to sell $5,000 worth of 
tickets to football games for free dis- 
tribution by the Teamsters to men 
in the service. Dave Beck, inter- 
national v.p. of the Teamsters, also 
stated that the union is taking steps 
to establish its own radio station 
here ‘as a result of the persistent dis- 
crimination of radio stations against 
union labor.’ 

Controversy over the deleted por- 
tion of Mayor Millikin’s speech has 
caused KJR to offer free time to both 


Mayor Millikin and Ray Eckmann, 
U. of Washington director of 
| athletics and student activities, for 


airing of both sides of the question. 
Script for the Mayor’s Thursday 
night speech, supposed to deal with 
national defense, was not received 
by the station until Wednesday eve- 
ning, and the controversial part was 
barred because there were’ no ar- 
rangements for the University to 
present its side of the case. 
Eckmann refused to debate the 
matter with the Mayor, saying that 
his statement on the conference’s 
action was complete and that noth- 
ing would be gained by a discussion. 
KJR is willing to donate more time 
to the Mayor regardless, as long as 


| Eckmann has been offered the same 
| opportunity, 


| 


ithe local college 





WGAR’S SELLS 19 GRID 
GAMES TO 2 SPONSORS 


Cleveland, Sept. 9. 
WGAR has sold the 19 football 
games it will broadcast this fall to 
two accounts. The 11 Cleveland 
Ram games will be sponsored by the 
Texaco dealers of Northern Ohio, 
while the Cleveland Railway Co. 
will underwrite the eight games of 
‘big four.’ Bob 
Kelley will do the play-by-plays. 
Other WGAR sports coverage this 
fall will be an evening review by 
Kelley for the same Texaco account, 
and Fleetwing Gasoline’s twice- 
weekly show featuring local foot- 
ball coaches who will predict the 
winners. Kelley will also continue 
his early evening sports review for 
Chicklets. 


Dayten.—Johnn Watkins, formerly 
with WGAC, Augusta, Ga., has joined 
the announcing staff at WING. 





j 


| 








Marjory Stewart, Blind 
Radio Director, Moving 





‘Tuthill-NBC Artists Bureau Deal Runs 





From Pit to — Into Coin Snag; Engles Another Stymie 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 9. 

Marjory Stewart, blind director of | 
the Microphone Playhouse here and 
a figure in radio locally since its | 
early days, is going to San Francisco 
to join staff of KGO-KPO at request 
of Al Nelson, former KDKA man- | 
ager and 
president. 
Playhouse, a training school for ra- 
dio talent here, and at the same time 
establish branches in the west. | 
| 


Miss Stewart got into radio right | 
at the beginning when she went to | 
the Westinghouse company, oper- | 
ators of KDKA, and told the adver- 
tising manager his broadcasts were 
terrible. Asked what she could do 
about it, Miss Stewart replied: ‘I can 
listen and type notes of criticism.’ 
She got the job and later won a pro- 
motion to NBC’s Chicago headquar- 
ters, where she trained announcers, 
script writers and performers. Then | 
she returned to Pittsburgh and | 
opened her own school. 


now NBC’s Coast vice- | 


Deal for the NBC Artists Service 
has run into some difficulties as far 
as the buyers are concerned and 
there was no indication yesterday 


| (Tuesday) how Daniel Tuthill and 


the required finances for the closing. 
It is understood that Myron Selz- 
nick, who was brought into the 
project by M. H. Aylesworth, former 
NBC prez, isn’t satisfied with the 
split of the stock that has been of- 
fered him for his money. 


Intimations have come from the 
concert field that the resignation of 


George Engles as v.p. in charge of | 


the NBC Artists Service and as 
president of the latter’s subsid, the 
Civic Concert Service, and the cur- 
rent organization of a new booking 
setup in which he would serve as an 
important figure may further stymie 
the NBC-Futhill-Aylesworth deal. 


over the post of president 
| Civic Concert Service. 
Sol irok 

Question of whetner the Sol Hurok 

office, which books a half dozen of 

|its concert stars through the NBC 


of the 


| thie ish | Artists Service, will go along with 
Plans to retain her Mike | ®i8 group would be able to furnish s g 


| NBC or Tuthill is still unsettled. If 
Hurok quits he will take Marion 
Anderson, Jan Peerce, Arthur Ru- 
benstein, the Don Cossack Chorus 
and other artistes along with him. 


Sidewalk Quiz - 


Watertown, N. Y., Sept. 9. 

| Novel sidewalk interview series 
| Was Started recently by WWNY, 
| Watertown, for Charleston Chew 
|candy bars. Earl Kelly, announcer 
|for the station, is costumed in In- 
|} dian regalia and plays the part of 
| Big Chief Charleston Chew on the 














At KGO-KPO, Miss Stewart wil] | This new setup is reported as likely | pavement in front of Balfour’s Hotel 


be in charge of all new talent. 





Stamford, Conn.—William Voss is 
program manager of WSRR, skedded 
to start broadcasting Sept. 17. 


to raid the NBC bureau’s list of ar- 
tists. NBC has expressed itself as 


Woodruff cigar store. Announcer 
Paul Hadley ballyhoos the Saturday 


unconcerned with any such attempts | show. 


since Mark Levine, head of the bu- 
reau’s sales department, proposes to 
stick by NBC and Tuthill, taking 


Anyone asking a question the Big 
Chief can’t answer gets six candy 
bars free. 
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“We have to wait ’till 5:00 a.m. for you to open” 


Recently, we asked 5,000 families to 


criticize WBT. And 4 out of every 5 


had something to 


Only twenty-seven out of four thou- 


sand made complaints. The rest of 


the folks wanted 


give them all the time. Hundreds 
said, “WBT isn’t on the air long 
enough.” We have to wait around ‘til 


5:00 a.m. for you to open up.” 


Twice before we've stretched our 
broadcasting hours to please our lis- 
teners...each time tumbling Grady 
Cole out of bed one half-hour nearer 


midnight than dawn. 


Now it 


say about us. 


more of what we 





advise .. 


appears that we must pull 


Grady Cole’s covers off even earlier, 


for WBT does what its listeners 


. and vice versa. 


Through 20 years our local programs 
and people have mutually molded 
themselves to suit each other. To suit 
advertisers, too. For in this uncom- 
mon companionship of station and 
audience is a basic reason why WBT 
does the best sales job in the Carolinas. 
Let us show you how easily others 
have captured this rich market... 
and how easily you can do so, too, 


*Twenty hours each weekday! 


WBIT 50,000 WATTS «+ CHARLOTTE 


“T HE 


STATION AN AUDIENCE 


BUtILT® 


Owned and operated by the Columbia Broadcasting System. Represented by Radio \ 
Sales: New York + Chicago + Detroit + St.Louis » Los Angeles + San Francisco 
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EDGAR BERGEN 
With Bud Abbott & Lou Costello, 

Ray Noble, Judy Garland 
Comedy, Songs, Band 
30 Mins. 

CHASE & SANBORN COFFEE 
Sunday, 8 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

(J. Walter Thompson) 

The program which Chase & San- 
born returned (7) to its Sunday 
groove on the Red Network differed 
in two respects from what it was 

rior to the nine-week vacation. 

he robust baritone and the tenor- 
ish giggle of Donald Dixon were ab- 
sent and Ray Noble has been sub- 
stituted for Robert Armbruster as 
the band’s maestro. Noble also does 
a bit of doubling. His dry Oxford 
accent and pose as a 
Englishman are employed as a butt 
to Charlie McCarthy’s raillery, but 
somehow neither seemed to jell as 
well on this program as they did 
when Noble worked with Gracie 
Allen. Perhaps the vis-a-vis needs 
warming up as far as both the script- 
ists and the personalities are con- 
cerned. Anyway Noble got a lot of 
fine, listenable music out of the or- 
chestra. 

Judy Garland, who guested for the 
occasion, compounded a wealth of 
melody in the two song numbers as- 
signed her. One of the tunes, 
‘Daddy,’ furnished the cue for a 
give-and-take between herself and 
McCarthy which was not only too 
thin, but grew thinner in comedy as 
the passage continued. It was all 
predicated on the old gag about of- 
fering a girl a mink coat and then 
expatiating on the idea of buying 
two little live minks for breeding. 
Subsequent steps of this venture be- 
came pretty much involved, and so 
did the humor. If there were any 
sock moments in the McCarthy por- 
tion of the evening’s comedy they 
came during the forepart of the 
show, when the Bergen mouthpiece 
cracked about his vacation adven- 
tures. 

Also wanting in zip were the lines 
with which Bud Abbott and Lou 
Costello were equipped. Football 
was this team’s theme and the stuff 
that hits the midsector came in but 
rare flashes. The studio audience 
laughed frequenty, but on the loud- 
speaker-end the impression gathered 
was that the outbursts were due 
more to the warm acceptance of the 
personalities than to the infectous- 
ness of their jokes. 

General production of the half- 
hour was up to its customary smart- 


ness, and the singing plugs still 
sounded fresh and ingratiating. 
Odec. 


SPARNON’S STRINGS 
Fri., 10:30 p.m. 
WHEC, Rochester, N. Y. 

In this program, Ken Sparnon, 
musical director of WHEC, is seek- 
ing to bring the classics to a larger 
audience by playing swing versions, 
a field in which his 10-piece orches- 
tra is adept. Sophisticated, but not 
‘hot,’ these classics in rhythm pre- 
serve the melody although played 
in dance tempo. They definitely ap- 
peal to younger listeners and are not 
too rough even on those who still 
prefer the original classical style. 

The well-chosen program caught 


included the Strauss’ ‘Emperor 
Waltz,’ ‘Prince Igor,’ ‘Berceuse’ from 
‘Jocelyn,’ a Tschaikowsky roup, 


Chopin’s ‘Fantasie Impromptu’ and 
Beethoven’s ‘Sonata Pathetique.’ 
en was the outstanding number. 
erceuse’ gave excellent opportunity 
to Arabella Sparnon, one of the few 
swing harpists, and she played it 
with good effect. Cord. 


slow-witted | 
iin this case RKO’s ‘Tom, Dick and 





LUX RADIO THEATRE 

‘Tom, Dick and Harry’ 

With Cecil B. DeMille, Ginger Rog- 
ers, Burgess Meredith, George 
Murphy, Alan Marshall, Noreen 
Gamill, Joe Cunningham, Priscilla 
Lyons, Lou Silvers orch 

60 Mins. 

LEVER BROS. 

Monday, 9 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 

(J. Walter Thompson) 


Lever Bros. returned its oldest and 


most successful program, ‘Lux Radio 
Theatre,’ to the air Monday night 
(8) for its eighth consecutive season. 
As usual for the show’s seasonal 
opener, the piece chosen for adapta- 
tion was one of the top comedy 
grossers of the recent picture crop, 


Harry,’ with its four lead players— 
Ginger Rogers, Burgess Meredith, 
George Murphy and Alan Marshall. 
As usual, Cecil B. DeMille was ‘pro- 
ducer’ and m.c. And as usual, the 
effort summed up as glittering, ab- 
sorbing, amusing entertainment. 
‘Lux Radio Theatre’ remains a grand 
show. 

Of course, ‘Tom, Dick and Harry 
is undeniable material, but with me- 
diocre handling it might be wooden 
stuff for radio, chiefly because so 
much of its illusive fantasy in the 
picture version depends on visual 
effect. Yet the story of the ordinary 
American girl who dreams of ro- 
mance, has three contrasting lads 
tumble for her and finally chucks 
the eligible two to dash off with the 
hair-brained one, has surefire senti- 
mental comedy appeal if tastefully 
and skillfully treated. In this case 
there were few changes for the air 
medium. The tricky dream sequences 
were indicated by deft musical cues 
and subtle use of a filter mike. It 
made captivating fantasy and, with 
the rest of the expert production, 
irresistible radio fare. 


As always, DeMille is a high-cali- 
bre showman. From his opening re- 
mark about the ‘thrill of a first-night’ 
he personifies the ordinary non-pro’s 
idea of the theatrical showman. The 
spiel is shrewd and corny and enor- 
mously effective—largely because he 
probably believes it sincerely him- 
self. Miss Rogers,. Meredith, Mur- 
phy and Marshall all parred their 
superb screen performances in their 
original parts, while the supporting 
roles were also capably handled. 
Sanford Barnett’s direction was 
craftsmanlike and Louis Silver’s ex- 
pressive music created both atmos- 
phere and a sense of movement. 
George Well’s script was admirably 
direct. 


Lux commercials on the stanza 
continue excellent. First was merely 
a sponsor-identification by DeMille. 
Second was a dramatized bit about a 
couple of shoppers in a Hollywood 
store remarking that another girl 
there couldn’t really be Barbara 
Stanwyck, because she didn’t have 
the latter’s beautiful complexion, 
with the announcer supplying the 
tag about nearly all film stars insist- 
ing on Lux. Third plug was a semi- 
humorous one with a character 
named Sally being coaxed into read- 
ing some of her own verses about the 
wonders of Lux. As a closer, Miss 
Rogers, in her ‘curtain speech,’ men- 
tioned that she ‘always uses Lux 
toilet soap.’ 

At the sign-off DeMille made an 
air acknowledgment fo the radio se- 
ries, ‘The Affairs of Tom, Dick and 
Harry,’ a Mutual sustainer not relat- 
ed in any way to the RKO film. 

Hobe. 
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20 Winks 





Something ought to be done 
about those commercials on the 
Cantor program, or the show is 
a cinch to lose a load of listen- 
ers. Last week (Sept. 3) the an- 
nouncer was talking about the 
speed with which the laxative 
works. How do a fellow and 
girl laugh that off face to face? 
They don’t. You can bet they 
just move to another program. 
So Mr. Cantor had better holler, 
and fast, because Allen comes 
back pretty soon too....After 11 
p.m. it’s wide open for some 
band to step in, give a show, 
and dominate the night time 
air. No one has done it since 
Heidt, and that was three or 
four years ago. Heidt built 
himself into an attraction, air 
and stage, through his sustain- 
ings. In fact, his sustainings 
were often better than his com- 
mercials. But when dialing 
around nights you'll find that ap- 
parently no band is even think- 
ing of making such an effort, 
let alone actually trying it. But 
if any band works up enough 
ambition to give the Heidt 
method a whirl, and delivers a 
moderate performance, it fig- 
ures to waltz in because it will 
have it all alone....Few ditties 
have had to stand as many truly 
lousey arrangements as ‘Flam- 
ingo.’ And don’t overlook Boyd 
Raeburn’s’ version. His bass 
reeds make it sound like the 
fleet’s in....What happened to 
that organ which appeared and 
disappeared late one night on 
WABC? No poetry, no vocals, 
It was good. 

Shudders of 
winks. 


the week: 20 








MAXWELL HOUSE COFFEE TIME 
Frank Morgan, Meredith Willson, 
Allan Jones, John Conte, Hanley 
Stafford 

Comedy, Songs, Band 

30 Mins. 

GENERAL FOODS 

Thursday. 8 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 


(Benton & Bowles) 


General Foods returned this per- 
ennial to the Red Network last week 
(4) without a single femme in the 
cast. The account is out to save $12,- 
000 in talent costs for the month of 
September so that the show’s per- 
sonnel won't be in full bloom for 
the 1941-42 season until next month. 
Meanwhile, Frank Morgan will have 
to carry the stanza’s comedy burden 
by his lone self, and, to overcome 
the absence of Baby Snooks (Fanny 
Brice), there will during the inter- 
vening four weeks be much ado 
about the character’s whereabouts. 
Hanley Stafford, who does the daddy, 
made several appearances on the in- 
itial program of this series on the 
theme of Snooks’ runaway. 
Otherwise ‘Coffee Time’ hews 
closely to the old formula. If there’s 
any variation, it’s in the delivery of 
the plug. Chase & Sanborn last sea- 
son went in for singing sales copy, 
and, as Benton & Bowles apparently 
figured, if it’s good enough for C. 
& S. it should be okay for Max- 
well House. Only difference be- 
tween the two is that Maxwell is 
inclined to color the musical plug 
with comedy. 

Morgan is still sputtering Baron 
Munchausens, John Conte is still in- 
terrupting him with insulting badi- 
nage, and Meredith Willson, when 
not batoning the orchestra in what 
the program terms ‘chiffon’ arrange- 
ments, is still contributing his hay- 
seed character to the dialog. Also 


included in the opening program 
stagline was Allan Jones. He talked 
much more than he sang. Odec. 





t Follow-Up Comment 


944444-4444444644444444404 


NBC’s resume of “Two Years Cov- 
erage of the War’ on the Blue Net- 
work last Wednesday night (3) 
would have summed up as a pretty 
dull hour were it not for the two in- 
terludes involving an exchange of 
greetings between British children 
on this side and their parents in 
London and a five-minute round- 
table discussion in which NBC’s staff 
commentators participated. The 
roundtable routine, which might 
make a highly interesting weekly 
feature, had Lowell Thomas, who 
doubled from m.c. of the program, 
feeding the questions, and William 
Hillman, H. V. Kaltenborn, John 
Vandercook and John Gunther do- 
ing some crystalgazing on the future 
turns of the war. There were pick- 
ups from a Carnegie steel mill; an 
army camp where an NBC act, ‘Spin 
and Win,’ was performing; NBC’s 
Long Island listening post and short- 
wave broadcasting division (to illus- 
trate how tabs are kept on foreign 
broadcasts and how the network 
feeds its own programs in many 
languages), and a Navy plane on 
Atlantic patrol, Abe Schechter, NBC 
news manager, carried on three-way 





conversation with correspondents 
(Continued on page 26) 


EDDIE CANTOR 

Maurice Evans, Bert Gerdon, Dinah 
Shore, Edgar Fairchild, Harry 
Von Zell 

Comedy, Songs, Band 

30 Mins. 

SAL HEPATICA-IPANA 

Wednesday, 9 p. m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 

(Young & Rubicam) 


Eddie Cantor started off (3) his 
second season for Bristol-Myers in 
whirlwind fashion. What with Mau- 
rice Evans proving himself as adept 
at low comedy as he is in Shake- 
spearean tragedy, and Bert Gordon 
as dependable as ever for that fast, 
rear kick at dignity, it was a con- 
sistently explosive half-hour. Only 
regretful thing about this program 
was the spotting and the stingy use 
made of Dinah Shore. She was in 
for a briefie at the opening of the 
proceedings and back again at the 
fadeout to join Cantor in a reprise of 
the same number. 

The opening crossfire dealt with 

topical subjects and Cantor’s various 
activities, including his new musical, 
‘Banjo Eyes,’ and provided a warm- 
up for Evans’ performance, in which 
he buffooned on the theme of Shake- 
speare, rocked ’em silly with a tele- 
phone conversation that had a Brit- 
ish dialectician, ‘Sir Geoffrey Bloom- 
ers. on the other end, exchanged 
brickbats with both Cantor and Gor- 
don, and sang a parody of ‘Daddy.’ 
It was during the Evans-Gordon in- 
terlude that the program got off 
something rare in network radio, a 
gag on the European war. Evans 
cracked that he didn’t believe that 
Gordon was ever in Moscow or could 
even get into Moscow, and Gordon 
quipped back, ‘I’m not the only one 
that can’t get into Moscow.’ The 
line drew loud and sustained ap- 
plause from the audio audience. 
The production was _ faultlessly 
smooth throughout. Edgar Fairchild 
did his usual deft job of maestroing. 
Odec. 


_ 





—— 


SISTER EMMY & APPLE- 
KNOCKERS 
With Fran Allison, Eddie Dunn 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Tu-Wed-Th-F; 3:45 p. m. CT 
WBBM, Chicago 
This sustainer on WBBM _ looks 
destined for bigger things in the 
radio business, with a new twist be- 
ing added to a station which has 
been strictly on the metropolitan 
flavor for many years. It is basically 
solid and good enough, in fact, to do 
better than a local ride, and could 
wind up as a networker. 
Sister Emmy is Fran Allison, for 
some time a standard radio perform- 
er in Chicago. Has built up a fol- 
lowing here as a vocalist and was an 
NBC performer for several years. 
Over here under the Columbia ban- 
ner. Gets over a new style of rural 
humor that is as good for the 
loop hounds as it is for the cross- 
roaders, Most of her routine is based 
upon a letter she is supposed to re- 
ceive each day from a rural fan. In 
addition to the comedy, she sings a 
fine song. 

Working with Miss Allison and as 
m.c. is Eddie Dunn, who came up 
here from WFAA, Dallas, last year. 
He is a veteran radio performer and 
turns in a capable job. Apple-knock- 
ers are a studio musical group which 
plays rural tunes without any clown- 
ing. Gold. 





Rush Hughes and Carl Erbe have 
a new genealogy ‘What’s Your 
Name?’ radio show on the fire. 





“FREE FOR ALL REVUE’ 

Jack White, Pat Harrington and 
Frankie Hyers, Joan Edwards, Ray 
Block, Three Cats and a Canary 

Comedy, Music 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. fOnce) 

WABC-CBS, New York 
There should be a niche in radio 

for the Club 18's rowdy-dowdy trio, 
Jack White, Pat Harrington and 
Frankie Hyers, even though the sam- 
ple program which CBS put on re. 
cently (Aug. 27) wasn’t anything as 
encouraging as it could have been. 
The boys need writers who can fit 
their style of comedy to the medium; 
also a producer who can _ instruct 
them in the fundamentals of studio 
timing so that they won't be con- 
stantly stepping on one another's 
laughs, 

The one bit that indicated that the 
threesome has what it takes for ra- 
dio came at the very end. It was a 
burlesque of audience participation 
programs. The stuff crackled with 
plenty of midsector humor and the 
way they and their stooges gamboled 
through this interlude proved sur- 
prisingly refreshing. Some of it 
might have sounded unorthodox for 
radio, but its gustiness gave a wealth 
of promise. . 

As for the staging of the boys’ ma- 
terial the handicaps were multifold, 
In the first place, the establishment 
of personalities was neither sharply 
edged or succinct, and in the second 
place there were too many spots. Be- 
fore the comedy bit could actually 
sink into the listener’s receptivity 
the trio would be replaced by a mu- 
sical number. White’s voice has a 
mannerism or two that is reminis- 
cent of Jimmy Durante, but that fac- 
tor would be of little moment once 
the trio struck their radio metier. 
Only thing that might militate 
against them is an inclination to deal 
with subjects that mothers in well 
regulated homes wouldn't fancy for 
their children’s ears, but that, also, 
is something that could be judi- 
ciously controlled. 

Columbia did well by the three- 
some on the musical furnishings, 
Ray Block made with plenty tune- 
ful dance music; Joan Edwards’ voe 
cal moments were as ingratiating as 
ever, and the Three Cats and a 
Canary did nicely by their rhythmic 
arrangements. Odec 





‘FUBILEE OF A SHOWMAN’ 
(Charles B. Cochran) 
Musical, Songs 
45 Mins. 
Thurs., 8:15 p.m. 
BBC, London 

Fifty years of producing by Coch- 
ran made a musical three-quarters 
of an hour, that’s how tight it was; 


impression kept cropping it would 
have been wiser to split the years 
into units of 10 and spread them 
over into a series of half hours, with 
| less talk. 

Cochran was on hand to recall 
memories running from his first 


stage part, at Niblo’s in New York, 
and his tie-in with Richard Mans- 
field from which stemmed the mana- 
gerial urge. None of the name tale 
ent associated with the stage affairs 
was in the studio; Gertrude Law- 
rence and Chaliapin drawing spe- 
cial attention via discs. 

BBC staff talent did nobly as 
stand-ins for the brighter stars, plus 
a tuneful job from the Revue Chorus 
and Orchestra. Francis Worsley pro- 
duced from a script by Leslie Baily. 
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CIRCLE S-7300 WHITEMALL 6000 








A Spur to Sales! 


CANADA DRY 
picks Columbia Transcriptions 


®@ Another great company with a great new prod- 
uct is telling the world about it with Columbia 
Transcriptions, Canada Dry’s “Spur,” handled 
by J. M. Mathes, Inc., is zooming right ahead, 
making good use of Columbia’s ultra-modern 
equipment, highly trained engineers, and light- 
ning-quick service. If you, too, have a big new 
sales story to tell, put Columbia right on the job. 


398 SEVENTH AVENUE 410 &. MICHIGAN AVE. 6624 ROMAINE STREET S 
GRANITE 4134 


TRANSCRIPTIONS 


Made by the Columbia Recording Corporation. N 
A Service of the Columbia Broadcasting System. \ 

















~NEW COMICS’ HIGH UPKEEP 
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sCAlPT PRICES 
TOP SALARIES 


Agencies Can Buy Vaude 
Comedians, Not Estab- 
lished on Air, for $200, 
But Writers Ask $250 to 
$500 for 5-15 Minutes of 
Material 


DISCOURAGES DIGGING 











What discourages some_ radio 
agency execs from spotting the gen- 
eral run of vaude comics in their 
half-hour musical programs is not the 
salary asked by the comics, but the 
prices asked by the comedy writers 
for material. Experienced comedy 
scriptists as a rule show no interest 
in how much is being paid the 
comedian. They figure that it’s 
tougher to write for a comic who is 
not established than one whose pop- 
ularity is indisputable, and for that 
reason these writers demand fees 
that still cause many an agency 
man’s eyes to pop. 

Agency. talent buyers are able to 
buy vaude comics with some radio 
experience for as little as $200 a 
broadcast, but when it comes to get- 
ting material the agency men find 
themselves up against a pretty rigid 
market. The writer who can be de- 
pended on to produce click material 
doesn’t care whether the comedian 
has been spotted for a one-station 
show, or a cross-country hookup. If 
it’s a five-minute spot for which ma- 
terial is wanted, the fee is $250 mini- 
mum. If it’s to be 15 minutes worth 
of dialog the price is $500. As some 
agency men see it, the thing that gets 
them with regard to unestablished 
comics is not the initial cost, but the 
upkeep. 

A large agency with a pretentious 
single station show was confronted 
with one of these situations within 
the past week. It had sold the ac- 
count on the use of a comic and 
straight man for a five-minute spot. 
The comic was booked at $200 and 
the straight man for $150. The 
agency then started inquiring of top- 
rung material writers how much 
they would want for crossfire stuff 
to cover the five-minute period. The 
fees quoted ranged from $250 to 
$350. The agency, in submitting the 
revised budget to the account, had 
allowed sate for this item. 


LINTON NOW 
G. M. OF KFBI 





Wichita, Sept. 9. 

Ray Linton has been promoted to 
post as general manager of KFBI 
here by president H. E. Lindsley 
Linton came here thee months ago 
as national sales manager, and has 
now been placed in complete charge 
of station operations. 

In taking over new g.m. job Lin- 
ton has instituted several personnel 
Switches, appointing Ted Johnson to 
job of station direction. Johnson re- 
cenly came in from Grand Island, 
Neb., and has been KFBI continuity 
and announcing chief. 


Linton brings in Bob Quadberry 
from KOAN, Pittsburgh, Kans., to 
take over as chief of the sports de- 
Partment, ‘and Leo Howard, also from 
KOAN, as director of publicity and 
merchandising. 





Buffalo—New on WEBR spieling 
staff are Mal Wyman, who worked on 
KTUC, Tucson, Ariz., and Allen Fort, 
formerly of WIP, Philadelphia. Re- 
placing Roger Goodrich, who moves 
to WGY, Schenectady, and Harold 
Kolb, returning to Rochester. 

Ross G. Weller, ex-WBTA, Batavia, 
Spieler, got into one of Uncle Sant's 
uniforms last week. 

















[FOC Language Expert Va ashy Loses T° '4 Competing Stations Become Allies 


Hep to Nazis Icelandic Washington, Sept. 9 


° s = 
wanrneton, sept, [a tre,mambers ot se wasv ces) Tay Save Coin on Grid Broadcasts 


Crisis encountered by the Federal <= : 
Communications Commission's For- |) When Lieut. John Moore and 


eign Broadcast Monitoring Service | Ensign Stanton Prentiss were called 








was quickly solved last week by one | to active service. Minneapolis, Sept. 9. ;out cost, never having given any 
of the service’s own translators. Other WJSV staff members recent-| Four competing Twin City radio | comsideration to the proposition of 

FCC propaganda analysts became | ly ordered to report for active duty | stations—WCCO, KSTP, WLOL and | “Jims the privilege. However, no 
alarmed when they intercepted a] include Engineer Donald Saunders, | commercials are permitted during 


Berlin DX broadcast to Iceland,|jieutenant in the Naval Reserve: | WTCN—will become allies for the the games—only before and after. 
couched in Icelandic. During a short- | Robert Baker, lieutenant in the| three University of Minnesota out- | But this allows the stations to ob- 
lived panic, while officials were pre-| Army Reserve, and Tommy Tait, for- ‘of-town football games at Seattle, | tain sponsors and they always find 
paring to send the State Department | mer page boy, who is a cadet in the | Ann Arbor and Iowa City this sea- ‘ese their easiest programs to sell. 











an SOS for an interpreter, Doma} Naval Reserve. | 7 : In addition to the four stations 
Westman, language expert, modestly json. In an economy move, they previously mentioned, the Univer- 
admitted that she spoke Icelandic | combined for a single direct broad- | sity’s own radio station, WLB, also 
with her parents while at home. Giving Kids a Chance ‘cast of these games, sharing equally broadcasts the home football games. 

German efforts to communicate Boston, Sept. 9. |the cost of the wire, etc. Their However, WCCO feeds WLB the out- 
with Icelanders are now quickly — "Oo aia: Hl i - ; a , of-town games. 
transcribed by Miss Westman. Oys ana giris under years Wi) sports announcers will be at the 

obtain an apportunity to write at mike a quarter each of the contests. 

Sherb Herrick, WOKO announcer WEEI, | This plan eliminates the former VIRGIL EVANS LOSES 
and one of the two broadcasters of They are to write 10-minute) costly method .of four separate out- we Spartanburg, S. C., Sept. 9 
Albany Eastern league’ baseball] scripts, and the best will be featured | of-town broadcasts. Virgil V. Evans, former owner of 


games, was out of action several| during ‘March of Youth,’ a 45-minute! For the home games the U. of | WSPA here, defeated in S. C. legisla- 
days to undergo a minor nose opera- | weekly dramatic workshop program,| Minnesota permits all the stations “ve race. 
tion. starting Sept. 20. | to broadcast from the stadium with- {| Lost race for Congress last year. 
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The national emergency has changed the habits of 
a lifetime in Philadelphia. Philadelphians are getting 
up earlier—going to work earlier and tuning in their 


radios earlier. 


A recent survey of leading industrial plants shows 
that more than 60% of the workers now start their 
jobs between 6:30 and 8:30 A. M. And, in the past 
year, the industrial payroll rise in Philadelphia has 


approximated 50%. 


That means that more families and whole families are 
now spending a longer day with WCAU, the dominant 
Philadelphia station throughout the broadcast day.* 


* Supporting dota on request, 


The only 1-A clear channel station 
in Eastern Pennsylvania, Dela- 


ware, Maryland or New Jersey. 


50,000 watts in all directions 





Philadelphia—WCAU Building, 1622 Chestnut Street » New York City —C8BS Building, 485 Madison Avenve © Chicage, itl. — Virgil 
Reiter, 360 N. Michigan Avenve © Beston, Mass. — Berthe Bannan, 538 Little Building * Pacific Coast — Paul H. Reymer Company 
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NBC, CBS Now Spending Upwards 
Of $1,500,000 Yearly on Television; 
NBC Commercials Grossing 50-756 





NBC and Columbia are now 
spending between $1,500,000 to $2,- 
000,000 a year on television... NBC, 
operating on a commercial license, 
has a budget of nearly $1,000,000 
and, with five regular sponsors, has 
a gross income of around $50,000- 
$75,000 a year from commercial pro- 
grams. . 

CBS declines to reveal how much 
it is spending a year, but indicates 
the amount is not much less than 
NBC's budget. Since it has only a 
construction permit for commercial 
operation, CBS has no sponsors as 
yet and therefore no income. But it 
claims to have several sponsorship 
requests. 

There is still wide divergence in 
estimates of the number of television 
receivers in actual operation in the 
New York area. NBC officials say 
their surveys have shown there are 
4,500 sets in private homes and 600- 
odd in public places, mostly cafes 
and bars. They expect these figures 
to be doubled by next Jan. 1, they 
assert. CBS officials estimate there 
are between 3,000 and 5,000 sets in 
the area, inclusive of private homes 
and public spots, but that not many 
of these are adjusted to the new tele- 
vision channels. CBS men are pessi- 
mistic about future sales, at least for 
some time, mostly because of the 
situation in metal priorities. 


NBC’s five present regular spon- 
sors are Adam hats, Botany mills, 
Bulova watches, John David haber- 
dashery, and Bloomingdale’s and 
Abraham & Strauss department 
stores. Television hourly rates are 
$120 from 6 to 10 p.m. daily, $60 
from 8 a.m. to 12 noon daily, $60 
from noon to 6 p.m. Monday-through- 
Friday, $90 from noon to 6 p.m. Sat- 
urday and Sunday, $90 from 11 p.m. 
to sign-off daily. One-minute spots 
are $8 from 6 p.m. to 
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Hourly service 
charges are $150 for large studio, $75 
for small studios, film studios or field 
pickups. There are other charges for 
additional services or facilities. Both 
NEC and Columbia operate 15 hours 
a week, as required by the FCC. 


NBC. Staff Cut 

Before the FCC side-tracked tele- 
vision activity last year, NBC had 96 
full-time employees in the depart- 
ment. It now has about 70. Alfred 
H. Morton is vice-president in charge 
of the department, with Noran E. 
Kersta assistant in charge of sales 
and general coordinator. Thomas H. 
Hutchinson is program manager and 
Robert Shelby is television engineer 
under O. B. Hanson, NBC vice- 
president and chief engineer. There 
are five television program pro- 
ducers, but their names are not being 
announced until arrangements can 
be made to handle actor applicants 
who would otherwise inundate the 
Premises. James McNaughton is tele- 
Vision scene designer. 

There are no regular television 


=} 
$1 


gn-off and $4 | 


‘writers as yet. The producers do 
'some of the scripting, assisted by 
|'members of the regular NBC writer 
staff. In the actual televising of 
shows, everything in front of the 
camera is handled by the program 
people, while the engineering de- 
partment has charge of what goes on 
in back of the camera lens. That, of 
course, is merely a broad general 
rule. NBC’s equipment consists of 
three cameras in the studio, two for 
film televising, two on one mobile 
unit and two on a portable unit. 

NBC programs include _ studio- 
produced plays and special visual 
commercial shows, plus such out- 
side events as fights, ball games and 
other sports. 

80 on CBS Staff 


Columbia has more than 80 full 
time employees in its television de- 
partment. Adrian Murphy is execu- 
tive director; Gilbert Seldes in 
charge of programs; Dr. Peter Gold- 
mark, chief television engineer, and 
Leonard H. Hole, manager of tele- 
vision operations (more or less a co- 
ordinator between program and en- 
gineering). Entire executive setup, 
like that at NBC, is much more fluid 
than in regular broadcasting. 

CBS emphasizes this fluidity par- 
ticularly in the directorial phase of 
its television work. Officials explain 
that with everyone admittedly grop- 
ing his way in television, no one yet 
knows what form direction will take 
or how far it will go. Various mem- 
bers of the staff do directing work at 
times, frequently shifting over tem- 
porarily from other duties. Worth- 
| ington Miner, legit stager, is head 
director for the company, with Phil 
Booth and Seldes also doing con- 
siderable work. Others of the tech- 
nical staff include Edward Anhalt, 
cameraman and assistant director; 
| Rudolph Bretz, cameraman and as- 
sistant director; Steve Marvin, as- 
|sistant director; Richard Hubbell 
|mnews announcer and assistant direc- 
| tor, and Robert Bendick, cameraman. 
Columbia has two cameras in its 
| single studio, which, incidentally, is 
several times the size of NBC’s and 
affords much greater scope for 
camera mobility, etc. CBS has had 
remote television cameras and equip- 
ment on order for a year, but has 
| been unable to get delivery. Unlike 
| NBC, it airs no plays or what it calls 
| ‘fiction’ shows, but confines itself to 
|news programs, vaude bills, indi- 
| vidual acts and such shows as dance 
| instruction and the like. Columbia 
|has done considerable experimenta- 
tion with and airing of color tele- 
vision. 

















Foreman Gets WLAK 
Chicago, Sept. 9. 
Foreman rep firm here has been 
named national biz sales outfit for 
WLAK, Lakeland, Fla. 
Set through Ed Foreman, presi- 
dent of the national rep firm. 











COLORADO SPRINGS 


CBS. NETWORK 


AFFILIATED WITH WK Y>- OKLAHOMA. CITY, AND 
THE OKLAHOMA PUBLISHING COMPANY 


THE Katz AGENCY, INC., 





NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE 


'Canada Lee 





| CANADA LEE IN ‘TOM’ 


ON ‘INVISIBLE THEATRE’ 


‘The Invisible Theatre,’ sustaining 





' dramatic series on WINS, New York, 


returns 4:30-5 p.m. Sunday (14) with 
in an adaptation of 
‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin.’ It will be the 
same script in which Al! Jolson 
played the lead recently in ‘Star 
Spangled Theatre’ on NBC. Others 
in the cast will include Jackson Beck, 
who was also in the Jolson broad- 
cast, and Patsy O’Shea, Timmie 
Lynn Kearse, George Smith, Eddie 
Phillips and the Selah Jubilee 
Singers. 

Irving Strouse, who wrote and 
produced ‘Invisible Theatre’ last sea- 
son, was the adaptor of this version 
of ‘Cabin’ and will produce the bal- 
ance of the series. Among the shows 
to be heard are ‘Manhattan Heart- 
beat,” by Charles Schenck, NBC pro- 
ducer, with Donald Briggs, Carleton 
Young and Sammie Hill; ‘Com- 
mencement,’ a one-character play by 
Strouse, with Francine Larrimore; 
Strouse’s ‘Hitler Goes to Heaven,’ 
and ‘Reformatory Gals,’ by the same 
author. Several of last season’s ‘In- 
visible’ shows were later repeated 
on the networks. 


WBBM ADDING 
TO HILLBILLIES 


-—_ 


mea 





Chicago, Sept. 9. 

Having had a taste of rural pro- 
grams for early morning and after- 
noon shows, WBBM here is expand- 
ing its hillbilly collection rapidly. 
Next week a dozen rural radio per- 
formers will be enrolled in the 
WBBM-Columbia hayseed company, 
in a deal set through program 
chief, Bobby Brown. 

Those coming in include Prairie 
Sweethearts, Les Paull, Rusty Gill, 
Al Nielson, Bill Moss, Elizabeth 
Hall, Christine, 2nd the Bill Alex- 
ander musical group. 

WBBM has collected them from 
all over, taking some from WJJD, 
WLS, XERA and other stations. 
The entire expansion plan follows 
the click of the rural programs dur- 
ing the station’s opening hours, 





N. C. University Trains 
Technicians to Supply 
Radio’s Growing Need 





Washington, Sept. 9. 

First recruit for a nationwide 
campaign to end tke shortage of 
radio technicians is North Carolina 
University. Cooperation in provid- 
ing specialized electrical engineering 
instruction is being sought by the 
National Association of Broadcasters 
as part of the radio industry’s na- 
tional defense activity. 

Growing demand for radio en- 
gineers and technicians is a result 
of the defense program, threatening 
to cause trouble for commercial 
broadcasters as the military forces 
attract their personnel. (Signal 
Corps is offering commissions to 
qualified communications men, pref- 
erably those with radio experience.) 

A 12-week campus course will be 
provided by North Carolina’s engin- 
eering school, while Dean Van Leer 
is disposed to arrange off-campus 
instruction if sufficient groups can 
be organized in principal cities of the 
state. A third course is open to 
graduate engineers, 

Regional representatives of the 
NAB were urged by Neville Miller 
to talk up the idea among educators 
in their neighborhood and have been 
furnished suggestions obtained from 
the Army, the Navy, George Wash- 
ington University, the FCC and 
other sources. U. S. Office of Edu- 
cation is helping out by providing 
financial assistance for such courses 
and is anxious to boost the number 
of schools providing instruction of 
this kind. 





Hanna At Ithaca 
Ithaca, N. Y., Sept. 9. 
Michael R. Hanna, manager of 
WHCU run by Cornell University, 
has been put in charge of newly- 
inaugurated radio course at Ithaca 
College. Schools have no connection. 
He’s an authority on radio educa- 


tion, being also CBS educ-tion rep 
and radio advisor for Nv York 
State Council of School Superin- 


tendents. 





Irrevocable Squelch = 


San Francisco, Sept. 9. 

Announcer on KYA’s 1260 Club, three-hour recorded show, startled 
dialers recently by answering a request in his Own way. ‘Somebody 
wants us to play that ‘Teapot Song’ again,’ he said calmly, ‘Around 
the studio here we think it’s the worst song ever written, so here’s 
what we are going to do...’ There followed a momentary silence, 
broken by the sound of a record being smashed to bits. 

‘Well, folks,’ miker continued quietly, ‘I guess that takes care of 
that,’ and he spun the next disc. 


Inside Stufl—Radio 


Ed Craney (KGIR, Butte) has FCC Chairman Fly in a ticklish spot with 
his plea for a 50 kw spot on WEAF’s 660-ke clear channel. The head 
regulator is caught between a very important precedent he helped estab- 
lish, the White House, and Senator Burton K, Wheeler, with the situation 
so ticklish industry observers cannot see how ke’ll extricate himself. From 
one angle, it is simple—merely follow the policy embodied in the recent 
grant to WHDH, Boston, which broke down the stripe exclusively assigned 
to KOA, Denver, for night use, and make 660 a Class IB ribbon. All the 
logic is in favor of this course, for if Boston was entitled to more service 
there is no doubt that the listeners in Montana by the same test are en- 
titled to equal consideration. Particularly when New York already has 
ample coverage from other clear-channel plants. But the political aspect 
complicates things for Fly. Craney is a close pal of Wheeler, who is the 
object of what unquestionably is President Roosevelt's deepest personal 
dislike for anybody in public life. Since Wheeler has been clamoring 
for a clear-channel station (which would help him reach his constituents 
in 1944, when he is likely to have the toughest fight of his political life), 
Fly will run a grave risk of incurring White House displeasure if he 
favors the Craney request. 

















Rush of hearings and conferences in Washington empkasizes to the FCC 
the painfulness of being a governmental stepchild living in quarters be- 
longing to another Federal agency. The commish this week is unable to 
beg or borrow a sufficiently commodious room for the arguments on the 
chain-monopoly rules, or the resumed hearing on the newspaper owner- 
ship issue. Attorneys, witnesses and the press will have to jam into the 
commission meeting room, which is not sufficiently big to accommodate 
all the persons interested in these questions. In the past, the FCC has 
obtained use of hearing rooms of the Interstate Commerce Commission, 
the little theatre in the Archives, the interdepartmental auditorium, or 
some such spot. Now, with even hotel ballrooms being occupied by Uncle 
Sam’s hirelings, the FCC is practically out in the cold. 

Differential between coin spent for network time and that put into pro- 
duction is too great to be conducive to getting the best out of the invest- 
ment, in the opinion of Clarence Menser, national production manager for 
NBC. Too little attention is paid to the program after expensive time is 
bought, he believes, and there should be a better balance to achieve the best 
results. He indicated that NBC’s production department will keep a 
sharper eye on its shows to give the setting more luster. NBC will go in 
for more packaging of programs, with ample budgets to give them an at- 
tractive look, declared Menser, who passed a fortnight on the Coast shap- 
ing up the net’s ‘These Four Men’ series to fill the time vacated through 
the sudden cancellation of ‘Reg’lar Fellers.’ 








Switching around of Ford accounts has taken the truck advertising 
from McCann Erickson, Inc., to Maxon, Inc. McCann Erickson, which took 
over the account last fall from N. W. Ayer and Son, is scheduled fo retain 
the Ford new car and dealer accounts while Maxon will continue to han- 
dle the Mercury and Lincoln accounts, assumed from Ayer last fall. Harry 
Wismer, who a little over a year ago married a niece of Henry Ford, has 
headed the account-executive setup on Lincoln-Mercury since Maxon 
named him agency vice-president last fall. He will continue as key con- 
tact man on the additional Ford accounts, which also saw all Ford service 
parts and accessories accounts transferred with the truck advertising to 
Maxon, 





Dan Golenpaul, owner of ‘Information, Please,’ last week denied the 
report circulated in the trade that he had advised the NBC Artists Service 
that he would not continue to pay commissions on the show to that bureau 
after a certain date. Golenpaul stated that the report had absolutely no 
basis in fact. ‘Information’ is currently sponsored by Lucky Strike and 
the commission on the sale is shared between NBC and John Moses, the 
agent. 





Dedicating its new transmitting plant, WBEN, Buffalo, wanted to in- 
clude almost-forgotten Buffalo Evening News March; themer of its parent 
paper, in broadcast, but when it finally was unearthed tune couldn’t be 
used. Station, which is BMI, found ditty is ASCAP. 
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- AFTER 
LISTENING! 


CHARACTER SKETCH: She's like any 
other modern gal with a home of her own. She 
wants to buy things, she has money, and she 
buys them. It’s just that simple! And with pur- 
chasing power upped the way it is in the 
TVArea, she’s buying more than ever. 

Want an introduction to the lady? Then 
make it verbal, over the station she listens to 
most often... the leading and FIRST station of 
the TVArea. 




























SOOW. NIGHT 
C. P. Granted 
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- Slow Going in N.Y. 





Spot business in New York last week slowed down to a waltz. About 
the only account heard from was Studebaker, where the demand was 


for news programs. 


This account had for years used the Dick Himber 


band either on wax or on a network, 


An inquiry came from the Roy S. Durstine agency. 


It had to do 


with a women’s program, but the name of the prospective account 


was not mentioned. 











Dioxogen Cream’s Sixth Year On 


~ WNEW; Pall Mall Renews WMCA 





Renewals from two veteran spon- 


Castleman & Pierce, 10 announce- 


K. C. ON UPBEAT 


All Categories Improve . . . Local 
Best Gainer 








Kansas City, Sept. 9. 

Fall upswing is on the way in, but 
only slightly evidenced as yet. All 
stations contributed to the upward 
changes and since it marks first week 
in several that change hasn’t been 
generally downward accepted as in- 
dicative of what’s to come. 

WHB and KMBO both announced 
more network activity, first getting 
two new Mutual net shows. WHB 
also announced contract with Helz- 
berg’s Diamond Shop to take over 
half-hour of musical ¢lock vacated 
by Keith Furniture Co. Helzberg’s 








FOLGER COFFEE E.T.’S 





Denver, Sept. 9 
Several good sales reported for 
week, with biggest being ‘Judy and 
Jane,’ 15 minutes, five a week for 
one year, on KOA, to Folger Coffee. 


SET TO SPIN ON KOA 


corded. 


Commitments for KNX ‘Housewives’ 


Stanza Total $20,000: L. A. Lively 


Los Angeles, Sept. 9. 
Pickup in all units brought a solid 
plus front on the week and reflected 
an early jump on the fall season. It 
|has been many weeks since a lump 
increase of over 400 units was re- 


Future business signed up by Don 
Lee concentrated largely on partici- 
pation programs and KNX sale of 


| over $20,000 in time on Galen 

will also support campaign with| Deal set through Lord & Thomas. |Drake’s ‘Housewives Protective 

series of ten spots weekly. KOA: Cullen-Thompson Motor | League’ the past week is reflecting 
Co., through Lane-Freiberger, an- 


Comparative Unit Count | 





nouncements; Kellogg Co., through 


with advertisers. 


the popularity of the co-op setup 


, % of |Kenyon & Eckhardt, 60 announce- . 7 : 
sors of WNEW’s ‘Make Believe |ments weekly, 52 weeks; Penick & Sept.6 Aug.30 Change/ ments; Cat’s Paw Rubber Co., saniebelene ie evlin” Cece 
Ballroom’ were disclosed today by |Ford, Ltd. (My-T-Fine desserts), | Network 6800 6,710 +1.3/ through S. A. Levyne, 10 spots. |+Happy Homes,’ through Robert 
the station’s sales department. Oak- | through er get a Local ..... 5,141 4,974 +3.3| KFEL: Quaker Oats, through | Dennis: Lydia Pinkham, 52 one-min- 
land Chemical Co., makers of Di- | °V€r @ Perio ee ——e Nat'l Spot.. 6,079 5,949 +2.2| Ruthrauff & Ryan. ‘Orphan Annie’|ute transcripions, through Erwin, 
oxogen Cream, start their sixth year WOR: Drake Bakeries, through | Total ...... 18,020 17,633 4-22 


of continuous broadcasting Septem- 
ber 12, and BC Remedy Co. com- 
pletes their fourth consecutive year 
September 16. Dioxogen has Mon- 
day, Wednesday and Friday from 
6:45 to 7 p.m., while BC has 6 to 6:15 
p.m. on Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays. Agency for Dioxogen is 
the Kleppner Company; BC’s busi- 
ness was placed through Charles W. 
Hoyt, Inc. 

WMCA: Conservation Committee 
of the Waste Paper Consuming In- 
dustries, through Olian Adv., series 
of 17 announcements; Griffin Mfg. 
(shoe polishes), through Berming- 
ham, Castleman & Pierce, six an- 
nouncements weekly, 52 weeks; John 
P. Morrissey Campaign Committee, 


Young & Rubicam, announcements 
twice daily, 13 weeks; Flex-O-Glass 
Mfg. (glass substitute), through 
Presba, Fellers & Presba, poultry 
and egg reports during ‘Farmers Di- 
gest,’ five minutes three times week- 
ly, four weeks; Nu-Enamel Corp., 
through Wm. Blair Baggaley, par- 
ticipations on ‘Martha Deane,’ five 
times weekly, two and three-fifths 
weeks; Philadelphia Dairy Products 
(Dolly Madison ice cream), partici- 
pations in ‘Bessie Beatty’ program, 
52 weeks, through Sheck Adv. 
WQXR: Old Gold cigarets, through 
J. Walter Thompson, 62 time signals 
weekly, 52 weeks; Great Atlantic & 
Pacific Tea Co. (for coffee) through 
Paris & Peart, nine announcements 


(Included KOKN, KOMO, KITE, 
KMBO, WDAF, WHB). 


BALTO STATIONS 
PLUG NEW WEB 
SETUP 


Baltimore, Sept. 9. 








for Sparkies, five 15 minutes week- 
ly, six months; Barnett Fuel Co., one 
spot daily, six months; Lydia Pink- 
ham Co., through Erwin, Wasey, 12 
spots weekly, one month; Elitch Gar- 
dens, through Robertson agency, six 
spots; McClanahan 
through Ted Levy, 100 announce- 
ments; Bray & Co., 12 spots; Mile 
High Roller Rink, through Max 
Goldberg agency, three fiive min- 
utes weekly, 39 weeks; Young Peo- 
ples’ Church of the Rockies, four 
half-hours. 

KLZ: Miller’s Groceteria, through 
Robertson agency, 52 quarter-hour 
news; Dupler Furs, through Ted 
Levy. 39 quarter hours; Clabber Girl 
baking powder, through Pollyea 
agency, 65 spots; Lydia Pinkham Co., 


Clothing Co., 


Thompson; 





| With 


Sterns,’ 


Wasey; Safeway Stores, 23 one-min- 
ute transcriptions, through J. Walter 
Brown & Williamson, 
156 quarter-hour broadcasts of ‘News 
through Russel 


M. 


|Seeds; Los Angeles County Fair, 15 


participations in 


‘Happy Homes’ and 


|15 participations in Eddie Albright’s 


ticipations in 


wood & Co., 


ute 
Rhoades. 


transcriptions, 


|program; Vitapep Products, 13 par- 
Albright 
through Cesana & Associates; Rock- 
65 participations 
‘Home Makers Club,’ 
tions ‘Happy Homes,’ through Fed- 
eral Adv.; Yellow Cab, 104 one-min- 
through Rufus 


program, 


in 
130 participa- 


KNX: Par soap, 520 participations 
in Housewives Protective League, 
jthrough Tomaschke-Elliott; 


Marlin 


62 announcements, one five-minute | weekly, 13 weeks; Vick Chemical Impending rage aie of a through Erwin, Wasey, 26 announce- | Plades, 39 participations in HPL, 
program and one 15-minute program, |Co., through Morse International, | filiations set for Oct. , here, t ments; Vick’s, through Morse Inter- | through Craven & Hedrick; -~+ 
through Howard Gill agency, over |Six, announcements weekly, 26 | ginning to effect unit counts making national, 80 announcements; Rit,| Paper, 78 participations in HPL, 
two-week period; Vick Chemical | weeks. up for doldrums, usually encoun- through Earle Ludgin, 61 spots; | through J. Walter Thompson; Gi a 
(VapoRub), through Morse Interna- WWRL: Triangle Grand Ballroom, | tered at this off-season. WFBR Carey Salt, through McJunkin | State Milk, 48 participations in HPL, 
tional, six announcements weekly, | direct, 15-minute news, five times changing over from NBC Red to Mu- agency, 108 spots; First Industrial through Ruthrauff & Ryan; Yellow 
16 weeks; Shubert Theatre (‘Pal | weekly, 13 weeks; G. and M. Super | tual, lined up a fulsome package Bank, through Ball & Davidson, 52 Cab, 24 participations in HPL, 
Joey’), one-week renewal of an-/ Market, direct, 20 announcements | from Blackett - Sample - Humbert. announcements; Denver Metropoli- through Rufus Rhoades, 

nouncement contract, through Blaine | weekly, till forbid; Albert Maiers | WBAL going Red, away from pre-|tan Hudson Dealers, 60 announce-| KFI: Swan soap, 40 one-minute 
Thompson; Alvin Theatre (‘Lady in| Stores, direct, three announcements | Vious affiliation with Blue and part! nents. transcriptions, through Young & 


the Dark’), through Kayton-Spiero, 
one-week renewal of announce- 


weekly, 32 weeks; Deutsch Furs, 
direct, four announcements weekly, 











of Mutual, is preparing an ambitious 
getaway on the new setup backed up 





| Comparative Unit Count } 








Rubicam; O’Sullivan 
65 one-minute transcriptions, through 


rubber heels, 

















ments; Pall Mall cigarets, through |eight weeks. nA by the recently granted power boost % of Bermingham, Castleman & Pierce; 
Ruthrauff & Ryan, renewal, 50 an- to 50,000 watts. Build-up is em- Sept. 6. Aug. 30. Change. | Swift Premium hams, 30 announce- 
nouncements weekly, 13 weeks plozing ,fullgoue pewepeper, ais |wetwork:.. tome Yale 1h8|ineete, tewaeh 4. Wale Zea 
: ; illboards and an increase of cir-|Local ..... , , +3.5 | son; tek toothbrushes, 338 announces 
FPP eck oo pgemecmancerd 7, KFBI Steps Up Sales | culation for its tabloid house organ, | Nat’l Spot.. 1,929 2,511 23.1 | ments, through Ferry-Hanly. 
, soxo0gen nora ; : ‘Business in Baltimore’ from 4,000 to | Total ...... 16,082 16,291 —1.3 = : - 
Make Believe Ballroom,’ through 9,000. WCBM, previously sharing | Comparative Unit Count a | 
ines po ged Pog sive A Wichita, Sept. 9. | Mutual with WBAL, will take over| WDGY has added two announcers % of 
ree ; poorer agg “lea W Faas je New general managership by Ray/ the Blue outlet leaving town’s other | to its staff. They’re Carleton Beau- Sept. 6. Aug. 30. Change 
py pad B ve go Roem Linton over the operations of KFBIj station, the recently opened WITH, |dette, from Rice Lake, Wis., and|Network .. 12,218 11,965 +21 
Ov» ren h " ‘thr ’ a a weekly: |is resulting in a quickened sales|@ 250-watter, the only local unaffili- | Frank Sheehan, Winona. Latter is|Local ..... 4,904 4,775 +2.7 
p dealer and Pg Pall pace on the station, with many | ated. Latter, under showmanly di- | nephew of Al Sheehan, WCCO pro-|Nat’l Spot.. 1,616 1591 +15 
mea rou Shel & teen, national accounts signatured for rection of Tom Tinsley, is filling up ducer. OD beens 18,738 18,331 +2.2 
renewal of 36 announcements week- | time on the outlet. = ae ee ee biz S oemianenennnanE A 
ly, 13 weeks; Carter Products (Little ye te B tpg 


Liver Pills), through Street & Fin- 
ney, renewal of five announcements 
weekly, 52 weeks; Feminine Prod- 
ucts (Arrid), through Small & 
Seiffer, renewal of announcements 
for 52 weeks; Conservation Commit- 
tee of the Waste Paper Conserving 
Industry, through Olian Adv., 30 
announcements weekly, 13 weeks; 
Griffin Mfg., through Bermingkam, 





| 

Accounts which KFBI inked last | 
week were: Perfection Stove, three 
five-minute periods wkly, through | 
McCann-Erickson agncy, N. Y. Con-| 


periods weekly, through Benson & 
Dall agency, Chicago. Arnholz Cof- 
fee, three 15-minute periods weekly. 


| Sunflower Hatchery, three 15-minute 
12 | 
| Page Farrell,’ for Anacin, five quar- 


periods weekly. Marlin Blades, 
announcements weekly. 











Ge ily. 
Commun f 


choice of time. Outlook here gen- 
erally considered auguring well for 
season at hand with steady influx of 


; : |new citizenry attracted here by de- 
solidated Drug Co., seven 60-minute | y y 


fense projects a potent influence in 
quest for ready spending money at 
hand, 

WFBR: Package from Blackett- 
Sample-Humbert including ‘Front 


ter hours a week; John B. Hughes’ 
news comment for Aspertain, fifteen 
minutes five times a week; ‘Lone 
Ranger’ for General Mills, three 
half-hour airings a week and ‘Cap- 
tain Midnight,’ for Ovaltine, five 
quarter-hour periods a week. Balti- 
more Salvage Co., via Maurice Az- 
rael, 52 10-minute shows; Atlantic 
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| you con't miss wi 
OMASTER MINDS, 
ATTENTION! 


Siti 
WMUNITY 


Sluenplate 


Is. 

+9 most popular appe4 
wo of radio's “ear-conditioned,” tested, 
rating bis 


Refining, through N. W. Ayer, foot- 
ball games; Loyola Federal Building 
& Loan Association, through Jos. 
Katz, nighttime announcements. 
WCBM: Meadowgold ice cream, 
through Theodore Newhoff, 150 spots; 
Abrams & Sons (men’s clothes), 
through Maurice Chessler, 50 spots. 
WCAO: City Baking Co., through 
Wm. A. Schautz, 100 one-minute 
spots and 24 a.m. participations; Dr. 


@ Imagine 
quiz bee—t 


Imagine such a program - a8 
d by ten weeks via sustaining—* 
ve 


ir and in the studio. eae 
i ettin 
But don’t just imagine the es _ aaron 
i : sponsorship of such a program. 
time ‘ 


iti as judges, 
it works! Prominent citizens act as J “4 
prea oblem exactly as an early polic 
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Spector Health Club, through Ap- are given the crime i h questions directed to 
pelstein & Wagner, renewed 156 ‘cht outline it. Throug “én.” iudges try 
three-minute participations; Hub report mig h y answer only “yes” or NO, —_ 

oe . Department Store, through Louis witnesses W o may 
. @ This is just one of the many great companies Schecter, spots: Steel Werkers Or- « the mystery. 
















that find Columbia Transcription Studios de- a step 


signed exactly to fit their needs: Columbia’s 


to solv 


to keep 
i ers as they try 
It’s great fun for listen 


ganizing Committee, through Frank | 
t stuff for the advertiser who 


D. Webb, 48 participations to be 



































complete modern equipment, highly skilled utilized three a day. ahead of the experts. It’s grea tients wlio 
engineers, and quick, streamlined service all z ee scan with a proved au : 
meet the exacting requirements of Community's | rien ahr Mc | wants a P e Mack every Wednesday evenings 
agency, Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn, % of Produced by Wayn Chevitenll Friendly Station— 
. It: ultra-high-quality transcri Sept. 6. Aug. 30. Change. P.M., over 
= pat oe viper says gua Pr | Network .. 76707584 +. 9:30 #0 10:00 fv alent cost—here’s the program fos 
ee ee wee ey oe Local ..... 4,767 4,260 +12 ; t nominal tale é 
t available a hi this season-—a g 
Nat'l Spot.. 2,320 2,429 —4.5 sonal spot in Northern Ohio 
——————_—_ ee 14,757 14,273 +3.3 . your nationa xpansion to other markets. 
= - . y *t2t: e 
——<——$—$— (Included: a teas WCBM, possibility for future call the nearest office of 





ll the facts in the case, 
mel Petry & Company—or ig 
Radio Station WGAR in Clevelan a = 

Master Minds will be out to get ¢ 


— Wayne Mack at 
ANSCRIPTIONS 


(2 * 
Plumbtar Bob Hemings returned as staff 
pianist at WHAM, Rochester, N.Y.,, 
after 15 months absence following 
injuries in an automobile accident, 
in which the station’s chief engineer, 
John J. Long, Jr., was instantly 
killed, 





right away ! 


Made by the Columbia Recording Corporation 
A Service of the Columbia - 


Broadcasting System. 
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Wednesday, September 10, 1941 





Sperry Coast Program to Origmate In 


' | 
East for General Mills (Parent Co.) .'*:.S7s2"ssotsr ste 


————____ — 


San Francisco, Sept. 9. 
Caughi between two holidays —La- 
bor Day and Admission Day (today) 


—plus a heat wave, the week pro- } 


duced little but lethargy on Frisco’s 
radio row. Major deal, reported by 
CBS sales chief Art Kemp, will put 
Sperry Mills on the Columbia Coast 


net five quarters weekly via a round- | 
yet to be} 


about route. Program, 
chosen, will actually be a transcon- 
tinental sponsored in the east by 
General Mills, parent of Sperry, so 
that although deal was handled via 
Westco agency here it'll be billed out 
of Knox-Reeves, Chicago, with which 
Westco is associated. Sperry al- 


ready has two shows on the NBC | 
Red, using ‘Dr. Kate’ out of KPO and | 


Sam Hayes from Hollywood. CBS 
addition will ride locally at 8:30 
a.m. 


Fluke of the week was chalked up | 


by Archie Presby and Neg Monette’s 
KGO ‘Breakfast Round Table’ at 7:15 
a.m., which pulled 3,000 entries to a 
limerick contest in one week, sold 
100 tires in one day—and lost its 
sponsor before the prizes* could be 


Theatre, direct, four spots; Southern 
| Pacific Co., through Lord & Thomas, 
two spots. 


KFRC: Tidewater Associated Oil 
Co.. through Lord & Thomas, 20 
football broadcasts, KFRC & Don 
Lee network: Pacific Brewing & 


Malting (beer), through Brewer 
Weeks, 26 spots; Foreman & Clark 
(clothier), through Milton Weinberg, 
'19 one-minute ETs;: Golden State 
Milk, through Ruthrauff & Ryan, 91 
one-minute spots; O'Sullivan Rubber 
Co. (rubber heels), through Berm- 
ingham, Castleman & Pierce, 39 one- 
minute ET spots. 








Comparative Unit Count | 


% of 





Sept. 6. Aug. 30. Change. 
Network 8,840 8.765 +-0.8 
Local ~~» Geen 4,190 +3.8 
Nat} Spot.. 1,834 1,862 —1.5 
Toctal . 15,026 14,817 +1.4 
(Included: KFRC KGO, KJBS, 





announced. Show was jointly spon- | WLS SIGNS 14 


sored by U. S. Tires and Lambert | 
Sales Co. locally, bankroller’s pulling | 
out because defense priorities have | 
nicked civilian tire supply. Winners | 
will be announced and prizes award- | 
ed regardless. Boys don’t feel too | 
bad because three other clients are 
now auditioning the show. 

KGO came through with 13 weeks 
of five-a-week participations in Ann 
Holden’s Home Forum for Golden 
State V Milk, via Ruthrauff & Ryan, 
and KYA picked up a renewal of its 
Pacific Gas & Electric two-hour 
evening concert for a third year. 
Account is handled by McCann- 
Erickson, which is also working on a 
deal for another two-hour seven- 
night period on the same station for 
General Brewing, similar to a re- 
corded dance sesh the agency has 
already placed on KFAC, L. A. 


Across the bay, J. Walter Thomp- 


son bought two months of spot par- | 


ticipations in KROW’s ‘Strictly 


NEW ACCOUNTS 





Chicago, Sept. 9. 
Business spurted sharply last week 
and all of the stations felt the influx 
of contracts flowing through their 
salesmen. WLS was in a high flurry 
as 14 accounts monikered deals for 
time. 


WLS: Lever Bros., for Spry, six 
announcements weekly, through 
Ruthrauff & Ryan; Arvey Corp., 
three announcements weekly, through 
First United Broadcasters; Manhat- 
|tan Soap Co., three participation an- 





nouncements weekly, through Frank- | 


| Wasatch Oil, will be shifted to 9:30 


i 


| 





| ments 
| (Ideal dog food) through U. S. Adv., 
| three 





|lin Bruck; Sawyer Biscuit Co., three | 


announcements weekly, through the 
George Hartman agency; Pinex Co., 


Swing’ show to tell collegiates about | 15 announcements weekly, through 


Sno-Cola for Safeway Stores. 

KGO: Standard Beverages (for 
sodas), through Emil Reinhardt, nine 
participations, Ann Holden’s Forum; 
Ex-Lax, through Joseph Kaiz, 260 
announcements; Glen C. Stater Co. 


(autos), through Ad-Service Co., 
daily spots, one month; Golden 
Gate Theatre, five spots; Safeway 


Stores (Sno-Cola), through J. Wal- 


ter Thompson, four spots; Southern | 


Pacific Co. (railroad), through Lord 
& Thomas, two spots. 
KPO: Arthur S. Clippinger (Eng- 


lish course), through Fletcher Udall, | 


two talks; Standard Beverages, 
through Emil Reinhardt, six partici- 
pations, International Kitchen; Kel- 
logg Co. (for Pep), through Kenyon 
& Eckhardt, 40 spots; Safeway Stores 
(Sno-Cola), through J. Walter 
Thompson, four spots; Golden Gate 
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Aubrey, 


| & Pacific Tea 


Russell M. Seeds; General Store of 
| the Air, six 30-minute programs 
| weekly, through United agency; De- 
|Kalb Agricultural Association, six 
|announcements weekly, through 
| Western agency; Foster-Milburn, for 
| Doan’s Kidney Pills, two announce- 
iments weekly, through Spot Broad- 
|casting; Oelwein Chemical Co., 
| three announcements weekly, through 
Cary-Ainsworth; Morton Salt Co., 
|three five-minute periods weekly, 
j through Klau, Van Pieterson-Dun- 
|lap; Lane Bryant Co., six announce- 
ments weekly, through Huber Hoge 
| & Sons; Johnson & Johnson Co., 12 
| announcements weekly, through 
| Ferry-Hanly; Omar, Inc., one 15- 


Dept. Store Signs 


KSL Commentator 
Salt Lake City, Sept. 9. 
KSL Commentator Arthur Gaeth 


ule calling for eleven weekly 15- 
| minute news broadcasts. His 5:30 
| p.m. broadcast, under sponsorship of 


p.m. with the 7 a.m. morning strip 
alternately giving credit to Peter 
Paul candy company and the Paris 
Department Store. Wednesday (10), 
KSL plans a whackeroo party for 
around 200 Paris Department Store 
employees, to acquaint them with 
Mr. Gaeth and gain their support for 
the new program. 

KSL: Standard Brands, through 
Kenyon & Eckhardt, 40 one-minute 
announcements; United States Fuel, 
through R. T. Harris, five 10-minute 
newscasts weekly; Paris Department 
Store, direct, three 15-minute news 
commentaries weekly. 


KDYL: Rit Co., through Earle 
Ludgin, 15 announcements weekly; 
American Chicle Co., through 


Badger & Browning, five announce- 

weekly; Wilson Packing 
five-minute news 
weekly; Birrell Bottling (Pepsi- 
Cola), through R. T. Harris, 514 
chain breaks; Swim-Inn, 13 50-word | 
announcements; Firmage (men’s 
furnishings), 26 100-word announce- 
ments: Hanco, tie-ins with Kalten- 
born program; House of McDonald 
(candies), 156 25-word announce- 
ments; Salt Lake Glass Co., ‘24 an- 
nouncements. 

KUTA: Hotel Utah, through Ad- 
Craftsmen, 52 announcements; Rain- 
bow Rendezvous, direct, 300 an- 
nouncements; Diamond Shoe Co., di- 
rect, 300 announcements; Union 
Trust Co., through Francom Adv., 52 
15-minute programs; Woolley Roller 
Rink, direct, 52 announcements. 


programs 











| Comparative Unit Count | 
% of 

Sept. 6. Aug. 30. Change. 

Network 6,836 6,748 +1.3 

Local ..... 2,475 2,316 +6.8 
Nat’l Spot.. 1,270 1271 —0.07 

Total ...... 10,581 10,335 +2.3 


(Included: KDYL, KSL, KUTA) 

















SEATTLE SALES ROCKET: 
CANDY CO. UPS KIRO 


Seattle, Sept. 9. 

KOMO will originate one of NBC's 
‘Defense of America’ series over the 
Red network on Saturday, Sept. 13. 
Program, which will go out over 90 
stations, will feature the role of the 
Northwest's lumber industry in de- 
fense. Will air 3 to 3:30 p.m., with a 
rebroadcast at 8:30. Part of the pro- 
gram will be fed by remote from 
Snoqualmie, where the actual felling, 
trimming and cutting of a tree will 
be narrated. Graham McNamee will 
handle the commentary, with Harold 
Nussbaum, producer of the series, 
and H. T. Ashworth, NBC field en- 
gineer, handling the details. Further 
remotes will come from Camas, the 





Hoquiam airing will tell of plywood 
activity for the production of air- 


tion will feature a talk by E. I. Gar- 
rett, of the Wire Rope Co., on the 
conversion for national defense of 
small-industries allied with the lum- 
ber industry. 

KIRO has sold the Imperial Candy 
Co. a twice-weekly 15-minute show, 
‘Societe Jingle Contest.’ Program 
will have jingle contests around 
names of various candy bars pro- 
duced by the company. Bob Spence 
will announce, with Tubby Clark 
orch handling the music. Imperial's 
‘Candy Questionary,’ carried on the 
Columbia station for the past several 
months, was very successful, boost- 
ing sales sky-high. KIRO has also 
scheduled a new sustainer, ‘Wash- 
ington High’s,” which will have 
Chuck Smith, Enumclaw high school 
coach, as commentator, interviewing 
guests and relating progress of high 
school sports in Western Washington. 
Will run for entire school year ance 
a week. 

KVI is closing its Seattle studios in 
the Olympic hotel this month, con- 
solidating operations in the Tacoma 
studio in the Rust building. Station 
has made very little use of Seattle 
facitilies since going off the Colum- 
bia web. 

KOL’s ‘World Premiere’ series, 
starting Sept. 10, is getting a big bal- 





Follow-Up Comment| 


Morten. from page a | 








Fred Bate and Bob Magadorf in Lon- 
don and Moscow and also heard 
from a staff man in Berlin. 

As usual, the patter between the 
refugees and their folks was con- 
ducive to much emotional pull on 
the part of the intruding listener. 
Niles Trammell, NBC prez, ex- 





plained in the opening remarks that 
the program would seek to show 
how the radio networks were mak- 
ing themselves useful in the war, 
Stating that ‘your radio, your mo- 





| minute period weekly, through Hays | 


| MacFarland; G. E. Conkey Co., 
announcements weekly, 
Rogers & Smith. 

WENR: Chicago Motor Club, three 
15-minute newscasts weekly, through 
Moore & Wallace; 
Co., for Ideal Dog Food, six 15-min- 
ute news periods weekly, through 
United States agency; Great Atlantic 
Co., two announce- 
ments weekly, through Paris & Peart. 


| Gompasative Unll Count] 


| % of 


Sept.6. Aug. 30. Change. 


Network 9,610 9,535 +-0.8 
Local 6877 6,639 13.5 
| Nat’l Spot.. 11,902 11,798 0.9 
| Total 28.379 27.972 14 
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tion picture, your press being free 
can make their contributions to 
Democracy.” 





Upton Close, long a writer and 
lecturer on the Far East, is doing 
over NBC a series of excellent com- 
mentaries on the critical situation 
the broadcasts, 


San Francisco, and more recently 
from Hollywood, Close eschews that 
profound manner which some ex- 
perts on Far East affect, or display, 
in miking. He speaks informally, | 
even at times in the vernacular. On 
an evening shot recently heard, he 
conducted a one man quiz. Using 
this format, Close gave listeners a 
clear, understandable lowdown on | 
the present complicated situation. | 
Near the end, he sounded a note of | 
caution on the administration’s and | 
the American people’s quick change | 
of attitude toward Russia. Only a | 
few 
inet officer was warning of the dan- 
ger to the United States of a Rus- | 
sian air base across the Bering Strait, 
while now Russian fliers are being | 
taken through American aviation | 
factories. From the very long range | 
viewpoint, Close opined Russian 
hegemony in Asia would be bad for 
the U. S._ Instead, he would prefer 
to see ‘a chastened Japan’ in the pic- 
ture. He also commended Eugene 
Lyons’ new book on the penetration 
of Stalinism in this country. 








Wythe Williams closed, Sept. 4, 
his series of quarter-hour thrice- 
weekly commentaries over Mutual 
for Gem Razors. A noticeable fea- 
ture of Williams’ final two broad- 
casts was that he seemed a little 
more bullish on the prospects of 








England and its allies and more 
bearish on Germany’s than at any 
time in many months. Williams 
must have often given listeners the 
creeps with the ‘inside stuff’ reports, 
made more ‘depressing’ by a sort of 
crack-of-doom manner of speaking. 
Williams, who apparently had some 
pipelines into Germany, frequently 
went against the dictum of research 
experts that dialers want to hear 
news favorable to the Allied side 
|}and dislike reports of successes by 





weeks ago, he remarked, a cab- | — 


lyhoo in dailies and weeklies. Series 


will preview dramatic shows with a 


view for sponsorship sale. Has been 
much activity around the Mutual 
station on this idea of Roy Grandey, 
production manager, and plans call 
for a mixture of radio and theatre 
procedure in the airing of these pre- 
mieres before a studio audience. 


| Comparative Unit Count i] 





% of 

Sept. 6. Aug. 30. Change. 

Network ... 7,450 7,192 + 3.6 
Local oo 649,226 7,540 —4.2 
Nat’l Spot.. 802 800 +0.2 
Total . 15,478 15,532 —-0.3 


(Included: KIRO, KOL. KRSC) 


DETROIT UNITS BOOM 








Gains Presage Record Month—Local 


Up 7.9% 
Detroit, Sept. 9. 
Following weeks of minor gains, 
Detroit took a major push ahead last 
week to chalk up the best September 
position in the area’s history. Gar- 
nering strength in the local field, 
where the feeling is rife that defense 
money is now ready to be garnered, 
the six stations here hung up a total 
gain of 1,130 units which even broken 
down among the six stations provides 
better than a three-hour gain per 
station for the week. 





Comparative Unit Count — oe 

% of 
Sept. 6. Aug. 30. Change. 
Network 7,650 7,455 |- 2.6 
Local .. 12,672 11,744 +-7.9 
Nat’] Spot.. 4,587 4,550 +-0.8 
Total . 24,909 23,779 4.7 


(Included: CKLW. WJBK. WJLB. 


WJR, WWJ, WXYZ) 


) | announcements; 
planes and cantonments. Studio por- | Clothiers, six five-minute programs 


WEB DEBUTS UP 
SAN ANTONIO 
UNITS 


San Antonio, Sept. 9. 


Network units took a slight in- 
crease the past week as several net- 
work shows made their debut. Local 
units show a steady gain with a 
slight drop noted in national spot as 
summer contracts run out. Decided 
drop will be felt here next week as 











| 





the baseball season ends. Many sta- 
tions report that biz looks very good 


Grays Harbor country and Hoquiam. | on network around time changes. 


KABC: A. B. Poe Motor Co., 28 
Seymour’ Credit 


per week, 52 weeks; Bulova Watch 
Co., through Biow Co., one an- 
nouncement per day for six days a 
week, 52 weeks; Seven-Up Bottling 
Co., four baseball games, Wheaties, 
four baseball games. 

WOAI: Interstate 
newal, through Segal & Weedin, 
half-hour program ‘It’s Showtime,’ 
through Texas Quality Network; Na- 
tional Toilet Co., through Roche, 
Williams & Cunnygham, five one- 
minute e.t.’s per week; Liston Zan- 
der Credit Co., through Marion 
Johnson, one announcement per 
week; Milam Finance Co., through 
Bernard Brooks, two announcements 
per week for 26 weeks; Knicker- 
bocker Playhouse, 30-minute pro- 
gram via NBC network for Procter 
& Gamble (Drene), through H. W. 
Kastor. 


Theatres, re- 





| Comparative Unit Count | 





c% of 

Sept. 6. Aug. 30. Change. 

Network .. 5,741 5,615 +2.2 
SANE. caew 10,503 10,708 —1.9 
Nat’l Spot.. 1,804 1,760 +-2.5 
.,. a 18,048 18,083 +-1.9 


(Included: KABC, KMAC, KONO, 
KTSA, WOAITI) 





Ins. Co. Buys Time 


Dallas, Sept. 9. 
The City National Life Insurance 
Co., of this city has signed a con- 
tract for a total of 111 hours to be 
aired through KGKO. This marks 
the company’s first use of radio time 
and calls for 260 quarter-hour pro- 
grams and 52 half-hour programs to 
be aired during the coming year. 
Account was handled through the 
Couchman Agency. 





WBLJ With MBS 


Station WBLJ, Dalton, Ga., joined 
the Mutual network Sept. 1. 
Operates on 1230 kc., 250 watts. 
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7? 
+ 
Active National Accounts 
7? 4444444444446 
TIME 
ACCOUNT AGENCY PURCHASES 
Beech-Nut Packing Co........... -e-- Newell-Emmet.......Station Breaks | 
migat TOME CO... ceccccrecssscicsees Raymond Spector..,.Announcements 
Bond Clothes...... caerke es ta 4 Re TRON Neff-Rogow........... 1%, Hour News 
ite, WH GO. ns ccisacccccssceses Biow Co................ Time Signals 
Se, ee eee Sherman & Marquette..... Y, Hours | 
Carter Products...............seeee. Spot Broadcasting. ..Announcements 
Chamberlain Laboratories........... Cary-Ainsworth ....Announcements 
Chatham Mfg. (Blankets)............ M. H. Hackett.........Participations 
Chattanooga Medicine Co............ Nelson Chesman...........% Hours 
Denver & Rio Grande RR............ Cusack Adv.......:. Announcements 
2 See i a re) i: 
a eee ee Spot Broadcasting...Announcements 
Flamingo Saleés.........-...+.s+ssee0. Buchanan & Co...... Announcements 
Ford Dealers.........:.-..seevcsece McCann-Erickson.....% Hour News 
RE Is 5:85) 0h 50 PS oe do canoes Benton & Bowles.......... 1% Hours 
Goodrich Tire & Rubber Co......... i ts BBW coe eee ... Announcements 
Great Atlantic & Pacific Tea Co..... Paris & Peart....... Announcements 
Hartz Mountain Prods. (bird seed)...George Hartman...........% Hours 
Histex COPrp......cersscccsrccscvvves BPN PAUI so ois x ease vwaces 4 Hours 
Humble Oil & Refining..............Frane-Wilkinson-Schiwetz....Football 
Johnson & Johnson (Tek tooth- Ferry-Hanly ........ Announcements 
ee TPP rer eee eee eee 
eet ree ere eee Young & Rubicam...Announcements | 
I oc, Si Bu 6 wibigns 6 96 wi8 i ae Announcements | 
Mantle Lamp Co, of America........ Presba, Fellers & Presba...% Hours 


Marlin razor blades.................Craven & Hedrick. ..Announcements 
Maryland Pharmaceutical (Rem, Rel). Jos. Katz............ 


.5-Min. News, | 

Announcements | 
May Oil Burner CO.............eeees ee re Participations 
Meadowgold ice cream.............. Theodore Newhoff...Announcements 
Miles Labs. (Alka-Seltzer)........... I I ais 5 vininenaees 1% Hours 
National Refining Co................ Sherman K. Ellis....Announcements 
O’Uedar COrp..... cee ecee rere ce reece BE. We MRI i accanes Announcements 
SS RE rere ere ere Hays MacFarland.......... ¥% Hours 
O’Sullivan rubber heels.............. Bermingham, Castleman & Pierce, 

Announcements 
RP & G (Dus)... ce cccccescesecees Compton Adv....... Announcements 
Pall Mall cigarettes... 0.0.5.2 .2c000. Ruthrauff & Ryan...Announcements 
Peter Paul (candy, gum)............. Brisacher, Davis...... Y% Hour News 
The Pen Man (fountain pens)........ United Adv......... .Y¥y Hours 
Phillips Packing Co..................Aitken-Kynett ..... Announcements 
"Ee  -aeere 2 ER at ie Se ee ae Russel M. Seeds..... Announcements 
ree gga ih s:% seas eo . Lake-Spiro-Shurman, 

Announcements 
Quaker Oats Co...... TTT: ae ee ¥y Hours 
I ars sipiacp ek P6304 wlan BBD&O . ...... Announcements 
Rum & Maple Tobacco Co........... Raymond Spector.....% Hour News 
Seiberling Tire & Rubber Co........ Meldrum & Fewsmith...... % Hours 


Standard Brands (Fleischman’s Kenyon & Eckhardt. Announcements 


en Nec atiig ne slyin's's.8% 68 3 
ne Morse International........ 14 Hours 
Welch Grape Juice Co............... a a Ane % Hours, 

Announcements 
Wee, FRPENIET,. Bhs TOs cc ciccccccbecess Arthur Meyerhoff.......... % Hours 
Rudolph Wurlitzer Co............... Schwimmer & Scott........ Y% Hours 











| Tuesday, ‘Party Night,’ sponsored by 
| Robert A. Johnston Co., cookies and 
candies; Wednesday, ‘Home Furnish- 
COMMENTATOR ON WTMJ ing,’ sponsored by Gimbel Bros.; 
| Thursday, ‘Food Night,’ sponsored by 
He a lo. R. Pieper Co. for Gargoyle cof- 
Milwaukee, Sept. 9. | fee; Friday, ‘Men’s Night,’ sponsored 
Although it went on the air for by Brenk Bros., men’s clothing. 
the first time the night of Sept. 1, | —___—— —_— 
‘Personality Parade,’ a new program 
by Nancy Grey, femme commentaor 
on WTMJ, was completely sold out 
two weeks before its first presenta- 
tion to five different local sponsors. 
Show had never been heard, not 
even auditioned. 
It goes on at 10:15 p.m. for 15 min- 
utes five times a week, each night 
with a different theme for a differ- 


5 SPONSORS BUY FEMM 








Warner Snares Sponsor 


Washington, Sept. 9. 
Al Warner, CBS commentator and 
|former chief of the New 


| snaffled a commercial series for his 

schedule, effective Sept. 29. 
Sponsored by the Peter Paul 

Candy Co., a 15-minute news round- 


ent sponsor. Monday, ‘Fashion | up will be aired by Warner at 6 p.m. 
Night,’ sponsored by Smartwear;! Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. 
=e 















For Fluid-Drive Action! 


DODGE 


picks Columbia Transcriptions 


e Smooth, uninterrupted action—a good thing in 
transcriptions as well as in cars. That's what 
Ruthrauff & Ryan, Inc., handling the Dodge ac- 
count, find at Columbia. Streamlined service—no 
delays, no interruptions, no waiting. Add to that 
our complete modern equipment and highly skilled 
engineers, and you have the secret of why so 
many big accounts are on our Columbia books. 


199 ew Yorke - & weed 6624 ROMAINE STREET 
CIRCLE $-7300 L GRANITE 4134 





Chicage 


410 NW. MICHIGAN AVE, 


t WHITEHALL 6000 m ’ f 
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Columbia, TRANSCRIPTIONS 


Made by the Columbia Recording Corporation. 
A Service of the Columbia Broadcasting System. 
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York | 
| Herald-Tribune’s Washington bureau, | 


‘Peter Paul Co. And 


_ Grove Labs. Sponsor 
| WCAU Newscasts 





| 

| Philadelphia, Sept. 9. 

| With events happening thick and 
| fast here and abroad, news programs 
| continue to be the most popular type 
of air shows for sponsors. Five new 
news programs found bankrollers 
last week. In addition, contracts 
were signed for a sports show, while 
| five newspapers inked deals to plug 


| their news columns. 

WCAU sold three news shows to- 
| taling 3,665 minutes—Peter Paul, 
| Ine. (candy), bought 156 15-minute 
| periods, through Platt-Forbes; Wilen 
Wines purchased 165 five-minute pe- 
|riods, through Frank A. Wellman, 
|}and Grove Laboratories, through J. 
| Walter Thompson, closed a ceal for 
110 five-minute periods. Wilen Wines 
also took 99 five-minute sports pro- 
| grams, to be broadcast three times 
| weekly. 


the board, to Vick Chemical Co., 
through Morse-International; 15-min- 
ute weekly news show to Sam Ger- 
son, clothier, through Sam Feigen- 
baum, and three 15-minute news 
periods weekly to Block Drug Co., 
| through Raymond Spector. In addi- 
tion, WFIL made the following news- 
paper deals: Evening Public Ledger, 
one 15-minute studio program week- 
ly; Daily News, six participations 
weekly in women’s club’ show; 
Philadelphia Inquirer, five five-min- 
ute studio programs weekly; Evening 
Bulletin, six five-minute studio pro- 
grams weekly, and Philadelphia Rec- 
ord, 25 spots weekly. 

WCAU: International Salt Co., 
three participations weekly on Laura 
Mae Stuart program, through J. M. 
Mathes; Thos. Leeming Co. (Baume 
Bengay), 137 spots, through William 
Esty; Lehn and Fink (Hinds Honey 
& Almond Cream), 42 spots, through 
William Esty; Pennick and Ford 
(My-T-Fine’ desserts), 78 spots, 
through BBD&O; Philadelphia 
|Eagles (pro football club), four 
spots, through Al Paul Lefton. 


WFIL: Quaker Oats, six 15-minute 
| programs weekly, 52 weeks, through 
Ruthrauff & Ryan; Morrell & Co. 
(ham), renewal of daily participa- 
| tion on women’s program, 52 weeks, 
| through Henri, Hurst & McDonald; 
| Fels Naphtha soap, six 15-minute 
| musical programs weekly, 26 weeks, 
renewal, through S. R. Roberts; Bry- 
ant Air Conditioning Co., one spot 
| weekly, through Albert H. Dorsey; 
Herb Byrne, autos, 18 spots weekly, 
through Verbick agency; A. Schere- 
ter & Sons, neckties, 12 e.t.’s weekly, 
through Bermingham, Castleman & 
Pierce; Electrical Association of 
Philadelphia, ranges, 18 participa- 
tions in service periods weekly, 
through Stewart Jordan; MHurff 
soups, two spots weekly, through 
John Faulkner Arndt; Procter & 
Gamble, three spots weekly, through 
Compton Adv.; Fox Weis, furs, 24 
spots weekly, through Harry Feigen- 
baum; Dill Company, pills, six five- 





minute studio programs’ weekly, 
| through Richard A .Foley; Mission 
| Bell, wine, seven spots weekly, 
| through Adrian Bauer; Christian 
| 


Voices, church, six five-minute shows 
weekly, through Cox & Tanz; Bis- 
ceglia Bros., wine, six spots weekly, 
through J. M. Korn. 

WIP: Goldban Pharmaceutical Co., 
21 spots, through Harry Feigenbaum; 
Louis Harold Co., furniture, three 
spots weekly; Hecker Products Co., 
three 15-minute programs weekly, 
39 weeks, through Leo Burnett; John 
S. Conroy, one 15-minute political 
program; George Zifferblatt, cigars, 
six 10-minute musical programs 
weekly, 13 weeks; Howard Clothes, 
26 30-minute musical shows, through 
Redfield-Johnstone; Ex-Lax, 300 
spots, through Joseph Katz; Purina 
Mills, three 15-minute shows weekly, 
13 weeks; Lutheran Laymen’s 
League, one 30-minute religious show 
weekly, 26 weeks; Mar-O-Oil Sham- 
poo, one 15-minute show weekly, 50 
weeks, through Hays MacFarland; 
Moskins Stores, 234 spots, through 
Dan Rivkin; Detroit Bible Class, 
nine 30-minute religious _ talks, 
through Aircasters; ABC Credit Co., 
132 spots, through Solis S. Cantor; 
Adams Clothes, three 15-minute 
sports programs weekly, 52 weeks, 
| through H. M. Dittman; Allstate In- 
surance Co., five 15-minute studio 
programs weekly, 13 weeks, through 
H. M. Brown. 


| Comparative Unit Count | 














% of 
Sept. 6. Aug. 30. Change. 
Network 9,275 9,151 +1.3 
SO eae 20,015 19,496 4-2.6 
Nat’] Spot.. 5,351 5,234 +2.2 
ONE -¢ cesar 34,641 33,881 +2.2 
| (Included: KYW, WCAU, WFIL, 


WIP, WDAS, WIBG, WPEN) 


WFIL sold 15-minutes a day, across | 


COLSCOMML | 





Tallmadge (Ga.) May Be Entrenching 
Via WEST for Hot Political Battle in 42 





vv 


DES MOINES ACTIVE 


Spot 





Nat'l Tidy 9.4%—Total 


2.0% 


Up | 





Des Moines, Sept. 9. 
National spot jumped ahead 9.4% 
during the past week, while net- 
work units contributed a gain of 
1.8%. Local units fell off several 
points, trimming the total to 2%. 








Comparative Unit Count | 

% of 

Sept. 6. Aug. 30. Change. 
Network .. 7,135 7,003 +1.8 
Local ...... 3,343 3,468 —3.5 
Nat’l Spot... 3,058 2,793 +9.4 
Total . . 18,535 13,264 +2.0 


(Included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) 








WAXING SPURTS 


Commercial assignments of the 
Columbia Recording Corp.'s tran- 
scription division show a decided in- 
crease for the fall. New York of- 
fice has just signatured the cutting 
job of the Wheatena Corp.’s new 
series, ‘Wheatena Playhouse,’ which 
consists of 130 quarter-hour shows, 
while other contracts involved Kirk- 
man Soap, Wyandotte Cleanser, Pall 
Mall cigarettes and Ironized Yeast. 

In Chicago CRC has been occupied 
with a series for Household Finance, 
spot announcements, the ‘Scatter- 
good Baines’ shows for Wrigley and 
a group of five-minute dramatiza- 
tions and one-minute announcements 
for the National Assn. of Crippled 
Children. 


KSKY Sets Staff 


Dallas, Sept. 9. 

R. J. Terrill has been named man- 
ager of KSKY here by A. L. Chilton, 
owner and operator of the new sta- 
tion, which is expected to take to the 
air within the next several weeks. 
Station will operate on 660 kilocycles 
with a power of 1,000 watts day time 
operation only. Terrill had been 
manager of KGHI, Little Rock, Ark., 
for the past six years. 











Washington, Sept. 9. 
Possibility that Gov. Eugene Tall- 


| madge of Georgia aspires to greater 


political honors via radio ‘specifical- 
ly a seat in the U. S. Senate) is seen 
in the hot in-fighting over control 


of WGST, Atlanta, owned by the 
Georgia School of Technology. Re- 
newal license application was set 


down for hearing by the FCC some 
time ago in accordance with the 
current hostility toward manage- 
ment contracts. 

Airing of what has been reported 
as a sensational story of bitterness 
between Tallmadge and Sam Pick- 
ard, former Federal Radio Commis- 
sioner and one of the chief owners of 
Southern Broadcasting Stations, Inc., 
is scheduled when the renewal p’ea 
is considered. Pickard wes allowed 
Friday (5) to intervene in the pro- 
ceeding, following his statement he 
would reveal important facts ccn- 
cerning operation of the plant and 
control over its affairs. Some years 
back Pickard and his associate, Clar- 
ence H. Calhoun, were hired to put 
the transmitter on a money-making 
basis, a common practice until the 
sudden wave of purity swept over 
the FCC. 

The sudden recent interest Tall- 
madge has shown in the School of 
Technology generally and WGST 
particularly has caused speculation, 
heightened by the fact that former 
Governor E. D. Rivers also has a 
relatively new transmitter, WGOV, 
at Valdosta. Political watchers won- 
der if there is to be a lively 1942 
election fight via the kilocycles. 

Following the Commission’s hesi- 
tation in renewing the WGST ticket, 


Gov. Tallmadge suddenly became 
cognizant of the School of Tech- 


nology. He replaced members of 
the Board of Regents with his own 
appointees. The renovated Board 
then cancelled the contract with 
Southern Broadcasting, hiring new 
proprietors, Lucas & Jenkins, the- 
atre chain operators with a finger in 
other radio enterprises, WRDW, Au- 
gusta; WSAV, Savannah, and WKEU, 
Griffin. 





gineer of the new station, coming 
from a similar position at KFRO, 
Longview, Texas. Dorothy M. Smith, 
of the Texas State Network traffic 
department, will become office man- 





Morris M. Ming will be chief en- 


ager. 
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| to everyoues 
Pr iene 


joins MUTUAL Oct. Ist 





Wudual Cdwantage / 


— For Example: — 


WCAE gives MUTUAL 


@ The largest and most loyal following of 
listeners in Pittsburgh. 


@ Center position—1250 on the dial—in the 
Pittsburgh band. 


®@ A powerful voice in the booming Pittsburgh 


market of 4 


MUTUAL gives 


million people. 


WCAE 


@ A brand new program interest—new shows, 
new stars, new network features. 


@ Flexibility in arranging good radio times for 
non-network advertisers. 


@ A new pattern of merchandising service avail- 
able to every advertiser. 


And that’s only part of the story. For complete infor- 
mation as to time and program availabilities consult— 


The KATZ Agency 
500 Fifth Avenue 


WCA 


PI 
50 


* National Representatives 
New York, N. Y. 


r 
- 


TISBURGH, PA. 
00 Watts - 1250 K.C 
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H'wood Again Eyeing Operatic | — Concert People 
Artistes, Even Though Classical 


7 




















} 
| 

Margaret Boker has been engaged | 
by the San Francisco Opera Co. to} 
sing Sophie in ‘Rosenkavalier’ oppo- | 





Pix Were Mostly N.G. Boxoffice =" 


} 
; | 
Fleanor Steber, Met lyric soprano, | 





———————— ee 


Operatic and concert personalities | 
who some years ago were given the | 
7 ' 

come hither look by Hollywood, only | 


to be dropped by the film capital, are : 
into favor with the |tour in January with the Pittsburgh | 
Keynote of the drive | Symphony orchestra. 


again coming 


film moguls. 


to sign concert people is the reported | tied up heavily for operatic appear- 
success of Rise Stevens, Met mezzZ0, | ances in San Francisco, Chicago and | 


| 


who is appearing with Nelson Eddy |the Met. 


in Metro’s “The Chocolate Soldier.’ 


while Enya Gonzalez was offered | 
screen tests by Paramount and War- 
ner Bros. when singing ‘Mme. But- | 
terfly’ at the Hollywood Bowl. Some 
ciher operatic people sought after 
or signed at the moment are Helen | 
Jepson, Met soprano, who made one | 
for Goldwyn some time ago; Lucy 
Monroe, whose singing of “The Star 
Spangled Banner’ and patriotic com- 
munity sings have brought her a 
Paramount test; Grace Moore, who is 
dickering with Columbia and RKO; 
Lily Pons, whom RKO is approach- 
ing again; Bidu Sayao, Brazilian so- 
prano, in whom Paramount is in- 
terested; John Carter, who has Metro 
interested; Charles Kullman, who 
made one for Goldwyn; Nino Martini, 
who again has film companies inter- 
ested; James Melton, who is nego- 
tiating with Warner Bros.; Lansing 
Hatfield, on whom David O. Selznick 
has taken an option. 


Lawrence Tibbett, who made a 
couple for 20th-Fox, has another bid 
from 29th; Salvator Baccaloni, who 
was offered $5,000 weekly by Uni- | 
versal: Paul Robeson, who has been 
signed by Universal; Dalies Frantz, | 
under Metro contract; Jose Iturbi, | 
who is dickering with Metro; Guio- | 
mar Novaes, who has several studios | 
interested in her from the South | 
American angle; Jascha Heifetz, who 
make make another for Goldwyn; 
Yehudi Menuhin, who is being 
sought by Paramount; Albert Spald- 
ing, who has received an offer from 
Selznick; Patricia Travers, under 
Paramount contract; Angna Enters, 
who has been signed by RKO; Eliza- 
beth Wysor, contralto, who has been 
tested by 20th-Fox and in whom 
Metro has expressed an_ interest; 
Jarmila Novotna, in whom Columbia 
is interested; Gladys Swarthout, who 
is again dickering with several com- 
panies; Douglas Beattie, Frank Chap- 
man and Richard Bonelli, in whom 
Paramount is interested; Ezio Pinza, 
who is dickering with Sam Goldwyn. 

Others who are either under con- 
tract or who have received bids are | 
Dennis Morgan, Warner Bros. tenor; | 
Jeanette MacDonald, Metro; Michael | 
Bartlett, who has been signed for | 
three films by Mike Hoffman; Jan | 
Kiepura, who may make one for 
Samuel Goldwyn; Florence George, | 
former Metro contractee, who is | 
dickering with Paramount; Giovanni 
Martinelli, who has been offered | 

| 
| 








character parts playing himself by | 
several studios; Earl Wrightson, who 
has Metro interested, as has Robert | 
Weede; Josephine Tuminia, who has | 
been offered a $500 weekly Para- | 
mount deal; Vivian della Chiesa and | 
Francesco Naya, who have been of- | 
fered contracts by major studios, and | 
Mobley Lushanya who may be cast | 
in a Metro Indian film. Other artists | 
like Fritz Kreisler and Serge Rach- | 
maninoff have turned down offers to 
make films based on their lives, but 
may accept in the future. 

It's not probable that Hollywood 
will use all these people, but all 
have received bids. Even if only a 
small percentage of the deals culmi- 
nate in contracts, it will again launch | 
a cycle of classical music pix. 

Of the operatic pix made in the 
past, Grace Moore’s ‘One Night of 
Love’ for Columbia a number of 
years ago was the best money maker, 
with most of the others just breaking 
even or losing heavily. 


Baccaloni Sails for U.S. 


Rio de Janeiro, Sept. 9. 
Salvatore Baccaloni sailed Friday 
(5) on the S. S. Uruguay for the 
®¥. S.-thus ending the fear that the 
Italian comic basso might not be 
able to get back to America. 
His first appearances in the U. S. 








—+ 


lappeared__ in 

Muriel Dickson, of the Met, has 'singer’ in Italian, ‘Ballo in Maschera’ | 
received some bids from England, | for the first time, and sang opposite | 
Grace Moore in ‘Tosca.’ 


“the Met, has been granted permis- 


spot held for the past three seasons 


| Oct. 7. 





will be in 12 performances with 
Gaetano Merola’s San _ Francisco 
Mpera Co. 


— © 
has been set on the Ford hour for | 
Dec. 21. The soprano also closes | 
the summer Ford show on Sept. 21. 


Jagel’s ihains Sked 


Frederick Jagel, Metropolitan tenor 
ince 1927, opens a 17-date concert 


| 





Marcel Grandjany, harpist, has been 
booked in California in March for 
recitals and an appearance with the 
Los Angeles Philharmonic. Prior to 
this, in November, he will make a 
tour of Havana. 


Jagel is also} 





He is presently in Rio, where he | 


. | Sari Biro, Hungarian pianist, has 
Wagner's ‘Meister- 


been engaged by the New Orleans | 
Symphony following her tour of the 
; south in January. 








| Armando Againt's cig gence 
BJOERLING TO LEAVE — ps: neers. “ine Sere 
SWEDEN AFTER ALL °° Suzanne’ at the Fugazi Audi- 


torium. San Francisco, immediately 
Stockholm, Sept. 9. 


after Labor Day. 
Jussi Bjoerling, Swedish tenor of 


Zino Francescatti, violinist, has 
switched the opening of his fall tour 
and will get under way with the 
Pittsburgh Symphony Oct. 18-19, 
Originally he was to appear with 
the Symphony in December. 


sion to fly over Germany to Lisbon 
and from there take a clipper to the 
U. S. Tenor will leave as soon as his 
American visa is cleared through the 
State Department. 


——— ee 








Rene Le Roy, French flutist, will 

Gaetano Merola, impresario of the} give a Town Hall, N.Y., recital, Oct. 
San Francisco and Los Angeles 19 and then tour Havana with “Mar- 
Opera Cos., left N. Y. for California | cel Grandjany, harpist. Le Roy will 
Monday (8) after taking options ©M| sive another N.Y. recital in Janu- 
the services of Jan Peerce for ‘Rigo-| - 
letto,’ Giovanni Martinelli for ‘Tosca,’ | 
and Franco Perulli for ‘Pon Pas-! 





ary. 





Somer, Austrian refugee 


| which books concerts on Sunday af- 


lat $2.20, State's 


HARTFORD VAUDER 
GOING FOR CONCERTS 


Hartford, Sept. 9. 


NBC’s Booking of Pinza, 
Stella Roman in Havana 
Worries Opera Moguls 





State theatre here takes a fling at 
long hair stuff on Oct. 15, when 
Alec Templeton will give a concert. | 
If successful, plans call for Wednes- | 
day night concerts on successive | 
weeks. House wil! be in direct com- 
petition with Bushnell Memorial, 


ternoons during the winter months. 


With the exception of a few seats 
concerts will be 
scaled at 55c to $1.10. House seats 
around 4,000. It plays vaude three 
days a week. 











Louella-Hedda 











quale,’ in case Bjoerling should not ‘Hilde 
arrive in time for the first two, and| pianist, has 
Tito Schipa for the last. 


been 


Pianist will give a N.Y. 
Town Hall Oct. 20. 








Merola in and Out; Leon Barzin and the National Or- | 
12 Frisco Concerts| ches! Ass. will present a new 


opera by Nicolai Berezowsky, staff | 

conductor of CBS, this fall at Car- 
Gaetano Merola, impresario of the | negie Hall, N.Y. 
San Francisco and Los 
Opera companies, arrived by plane | a; 
: ry - 9, fer wit! | Chujoy, ( ) 
in N. Y. Friday (5) to confer boi Magazine, will be published by| 
Arnold | Robert Speller in late October. | 
Pisani, on the availability of singers 





| 


‘Ballet Today,’ book by Anatole | 
ballet critic for Dance 


Angeles | 


his eastern representative, 





for his season, which opens in Port- 
land, Oregon, Oct. 2. Merola re- 
turned by plane to San Francisco | season unless her concert dates can 
Monday (8). | be switched. Singer is being counted | 

While in N. Y. he took option on/on to replace Kirsten Flagstad, who | 
the services of Jan Peerce, Giovanni | sang close to 50 times last year. 


Helen Traubel will be able to give | 





Martinelli and Franco Perulli, for | 
‘Rigoletto, : ‘Tosca and Don Pas- | Nino Martini opens a 45-date con- | 
quale, respectively, in case Jussi cert tour Oct. 15 in N. Y. Tenor will | 


Bjoerling arrives too late from 
Sweden for his season. 

Frisco Opera Assn. will present 12 
concerts at the War Memorial Opera | 
House there this year, opening Dec. 
3 with Richard Tauber. Last year | 
18 concerts were given. Concerts, 
also under the direction of Merola, 


appear in ‘Boheme’ with the Roch- 
ester Opera Co. before rejoining the 
Met. He gets $1,500 per concert. 


Igor Gorin is booked for 35 con- 

certs by Coiumbia this year and will | 

make an appearance at Carnegie | 

have had their biggest sale since the | Hall, N. Y. He opens in Topeka, 

opening of the series, with $25,000 | Kansas, Oct. 21. 
already in the till. Last year drew os 


| 
| 
an advance sale of $11,000 up to the Erich Leinsdorf, Met Wagnerian 
opening. Prices have been reduced conductor, is negotiating with Walt | 


this year, with subscribers receiving Disney to conduct a complete barn- 
tickets at less than $2 each in com- vard opera on film 


parison to the $2.50 top last year. 


— | 
| 
| 
| 
| 














terested in Olga Troughton, British 
lyric coloratura soprano, who is} 
scheduled to arrive here with Rich- 
ard Tauber in late November. 


Stokowski Set for Eight 
Concerts on NBC-Blue 


Stokowski 


Leopold begins his} 





series of eight concerts for the NEC- | 

: | Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo opens 
Blue network Nov. 4, taking over the la three week engagement at Metro- 
politan Opera House, N. Y., Oct. 9. 
by Arturo Toscanini. The NBC sym-| Company will present three new | 
phony concerts are being moved | productions, these being ‘Labyrinth,’ 
from their present Saturday evening by Salvatore Dali; ‘Saratoga,’ by 
period to Tuesday night, 8:30-10:30, | Jaromir Weinberger, and ‘The Magic 
Swan,’ from the third act of Tschai- 
kowsky’s ‘Swan Lake.’ 


Stokowski’s conducting dates for 
NBC will be Nov. 4, 11, 18 and 25, 
an@ March 24, 31, April 7 and 14. 





Fritz Kreisler has turned over all 
royalties from the sale of his Brit- 
ish gramaphone records to the Brit- 
ish Red Cross and the St. John Fund. 





Louisa Montes Bkpt. 





Bessie Louise Suzanne Dickman | Royalties usually average $5,000 
Bane, known as Louisa Montes, | Ye@rly- 
trading as the Bane Booking Agency, 
filed a voluntary petition of bank- Sophie Wolkonsky, 16-year-old 


granddaughter of Serge Rachmanin- 
off, has composed a choral work and 
is now orchestrating it. 


rupcy in N. Y. federal court Mon- 
day (8) listing $2,636 in liabilities 
and $16,686 in assets, the latter 
chiefly insurance policies hence not 
touchable by law. 

The bankrupt is an artists’ repre- 
sentative and has averaged $300 
yearly, she says. Among theatrical 
creditors are four musical magazines 
owed $650 for advertising. 





Kirsten Thorborg, Met contralto, 
has been engaged for the Bach B 
Minor Mass with the Chicago Sym- 
phony Jan. 8, 9 and 11. She also 
will appear as soloist with the N. Y 
Philharmonic March 26-27. 








booked with the}. fe Fe oe . 
Philadelphia Orchestra for Feb. 6-7. | * amelie Sersons Day in Ser ewe 


recital at | 


|ald Regan in 


| rest are concerned. 
|of spot for us to be in, 


|to the Dixon fete as a result, 
| hard feelings all around. 


| sons’ 





as CONtinued from page 1 


eee 
gan inviting picture celebrities to| 
their national convention here next | 


week, and word went out that! 
Hedda Hopper as commentator and | 


Bob Hope as master of ceremonies 
would head a galaxy of luminaries, 
with representatives from every 
studio among them, including such 
Wisconsin-born stars as Pat O’Brien, 
Spencer Tracy, Orson Welles, Fred- 
ric March, Fred MacMurray and 
Don Ameche. 


Not only the stars were listed as 
convention attractions, but also 
Darryl F. Zanuck for one of the big 
speeches of the meet on ‘The Mo- 
tion Picture Industry’s Contribution 
to the National Defense.’ 


Particularly was the presence of 
the film favorites wanted for next 
Monday (15) and Tuesday (16), the 
big parade days; Monday—the 40 
and 8 funfest, Tuesday, the major 
march of the convention delegations 
in toto. 

Now, 





Monday (15) has been set 


town of Dixon, Ill, to be the scene | 
of the premiere of Warner Bros.’ 
‘International Squadron,’ with Ron- | 
person as weil as in| 
the picture, together with a host 
of other pix celebs, including the 
many scheduled for the American 
Legion in Milwaukee. } 

The actors don’t want | 
point Hedda Hopper or the Amer- | 
ican Legion, neither do they want | 
to vex Louella Parsons by not show- 
ing up at her home town party. 
They don’t know whether to stay 
away from both events on the plea 
that they cannot get away from their | 
studios, or to try to cover both by | 


to disap- | 





tween Milwaukee and Dixon, III. 
‘Everything right now is. con- 
fusion,’ said one Legion official. 


‘We'll have a bunch of picture stars | 
here, but we don’t know who. The} 
only people we’re sure of are Hedda | 
Hopper and Bob Hope, and we're! 
hoping for the best as far as the | 
It’s a new kind | 
and we}! 
know what it’s all | 


really don’t 


about.’ 


Legion’s Burnup 


Louella Parsons’ scheme to take 
advantage of American Legion lar-| 
gesse by snaring film stars for ap- 
pearance at ‘Louella Parsons Day’ in 
Dixon, Ill., mext Monday (15) has 
brought a resounding squawk from 
the Legion that put the other pic- 
ture people squarely in the middle. | 





convention and 
with | 


tion to the Legion 


Ve: 
Players’ original invite came from 
the Legion to be at the convention | 


in Milwaukee also next week.! 
A.L. agreed. to foot all expenses. 
Then the celebration in Miss Par-| 


home town came along and, 
inasmuch as it is not far from Mil- 
waukee, Hearst columnist ‘invited’ 
the stars to come over there for one 
of the days they were to be at the 
veterans’ conclave. Fearful of slight- 
ing Miss Parsons, the players ac- 
cepted. 

Vie McKenzie, national director 
of the A.L. get-together, last week 
got wind of what was up. Unable 
to see the logic of footing the bills, 
while someone else siphoned off the 
gravy, he addressed sharp notes to 
all of those who had accepted his 
original invitation. Anyone who at- 
tends the Dixon, Ill, shindig, he said 
in sO many words, will not be wel- 
come at the Legion party. 

Replies indicated that some of the 
Hollywoodites will spurn Parsons as 
a result of McKenzie’s beef, while 
others will give up the trip alto- 
gether rather than be the goat of 
pointless attack. 





|fearing that once in 


NBC is taking a terrific chance on 
Ezio Pinza and Stella Roman, bass 
and soprano of the Met, respectively, 
in allowing them to go to Havana 
for the opera season there late this 
month. Both are Axis aliens and, 
with all the trouble about visas 
lately, concert people feel that the 
$800 Pinza receives and the $400 
Roman gets is hardly worth the risk 
taken in having them leave the coun- 
try. 

Impresarios of the principal U, S. 
opera companies are up in arms, 
Havana the 
singers will be unable to return. 


NBC’s commission on the deal is 
$120. 


JOOSS BALLET SETS 1ST 
N.Y. DATE IN 7° YEARS 





Jooss Ballet will open an engage- 
ment Sept. 22 at the Maxine Elliott 
theatre, N. Y., its first appearance 
in New York in seven years. Fole 
lowing the local date, the company 
will leave on a nationwide tour. 

Four new productions will be pre- 
sented during the engagement. They 
are ‘Chronica,’ ‘A Spring Tale,’ ‘News 
Reel’ and ‘Knickerbocker Episode.’ 
Top will be $2.20 evenings and $1.65 
matinees. 


St. L. Assn. Skeds 3 
Operas; Hunting Singers 


St. Louis, Sept. 9. 
The St. Louis Grand Opera Assn. 





| composed of biggies who are will- 


ing to absorb red figures just so 
they can enjoy the highbrow stuff, 
is prepping for a season that will 
include the presentations of ‘Martha.’ 
‘La Tosca’ and ‘Falstaff,’ the first two 


|in English and the third in the orig- 


inal Italian. ‘Martha’ is set for Oct. 
18, ‘La Tosca’ a week later and 
‘Falstaff’ for Nov 10, all to be held 
in the opera house of the $7,000,000 
municipal auditorium. 

Laszlo Halasz, the assn.’s musical 
director, is in New York lining up 


|name warblers for the three pieces. 


What choruses are needed will be 
supplied from native talent. The 


| the Met only nine performances this flying back and forth by plane be-/admish scale will range from $1.50 


to $5. 


Sigfried Prager Asking 
$5,885 From Wisc. Symph 


Milwaukee, Sept. 9. 

Dr. Sigfried Prager, erstwhile con- 
ductor of the Wisconsin Symphony 
orchestra, who thought he had the 
job again this year until he read in 
the papers that he had resigned and 
been replaced by Jerzy Bojanowski, 
has put in a claim through Fred W. 
Birnbach, Newark, N. J.. secretary 
of the American Federation of Mu- 
Sicians, for $5,885 damages against 
the Milwaukee county board and 
park commission, for alleged broken 
contract. 

Dr. Prager, who led the symph for 


Metropolitan Opera is reported in- | Number of them are reported to | four years, wants $5,000 for damage 
| have backed out of both the invita- | 


to his reputation and humiliation, 
$800 for conducting five concerts for 
which he had been advertised, and 
$85 for musicial scores he bought in 
preparation for these concerts. 

















‘Set.’ Kanin 


ttn ontinued from page 1 ——_— 





current emergency and the piling 
into Signal Corps headquarters here 
of trained Hollywood film people. 
Although admittedly much better 
fitted than the Army’s officers for 
directing training pix, these men 
couldn’t be used for such posts be- 
cause it wouldn’t be military et!- 
quette for a private to be ordering 
a lieutenant around. 

As an acting sergeant (i. e., every- 
thing but sergeant’s pay), Kanin still 
faces the problem of giving orders 
to superior officers. There’s gen- 
eral recognition of his ability, how- 
ever, and higher officers have tacitly 
agreed to work under him, with the 
result that he has been named direc- 
tor of a location crew. It is now at 
Edgewood Arsenal, Md., making a 
picture on defense measures against 
gas attack. A superior officer is 


,; nominally in charge but, it is said 


he will be ‘cooperative.’ 
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Duchin Attests to Brazil's Amity 


For U.S.; Nuts About American Pops 


Eddy Duchin, just back from 10 
weeks at Rio de Janeiro’s Copaca- 
pana, which imported him at $5,000 a 
week and paid clipper fares for the 
entire band, both ways, reports gen- 
eral Brazilian amity for America, 
manifested in more than one way. 
The Nazi infiltration is now brushed 
off as weakening through a growing 
partiality for democracy as against 
Axis influence especially by the rul- 
ing classes. ° 

On the matter of music, Rio runs 
true to form; ‘we go for Latin 
terps and they’re nuts about Ameri- 
can dansapation.’ Duchin introduced 
‘l’1] Never Smile Again,’ ‘Intermezzo’ 
and ‘My Heart Belongs to Daddy,’ 
but clicked sentimentally and patri- 
otically by giving the native Bra- 
zilian tune, ‘Aurora,’ much emphasis 
as a current fave in America. He 
brought back ‘Lua de Sertao’ and 
three other samba and marcha tunes 
from Brazil ‘for featuring in the 
States, as successors to ‘Aurora’ and 
‘Mama y Caro.’ Incidentally, he | 
recorded them for Columbia last | 
week prior to his current Pitt | 
Stanley engagement. 

Extremes 

The nitery patronage is restricted 
to a few thousand moneyed people; 
the masses are much further down 
the scale, hence the extremes are 
sharp—very rich or very poor. They 
come to dine at midnight and gam- 
ble like fools. Being world travelers, 
although restricted to this hemis- 
phere of late, as against the former 
penchant by South American youths 
to play in Paris, they’re pretty hep 
on U. 8S. dance standards. When 
Duchin did his ‘impressions’ of 
Whiteman, Lombardo, the Dorseys, 
Benny Goodman, Orrin Tucker 

(especially June Robbins’ takeoff on 
Bonnie Baker’s ‘Oh Johnny’) it 
clicked big with the Cariocans’ who 
knew it all full well via the records, 
etc. 

The Boston shortwave station at 
8-9 p.m. is No. 1 on the radio with 





English-speaking natives (and al- 
most all do) and the American 
colony alike, because the 8-8:15 


period is devoted to news; next 15 
minutes, market reports; 8:30-8:45, 
sports, and final 15 minutes, Lowell 
Thomas. 











| be booked 


Forced Sale 


When Bill Doherty, drummer 
with ‘Those Three Guys,’ fin- 
ished his last day in the lounge 
of the Jamestown hotel, James- 
town, N. Y., last week, he auc- 
tioned his drum set off to pa- 
trons, piece by piece. He was 
making preparation for Army 
duty. 

Sale got him about $30. 








Frank Dailey, Jim Peppe 
Spending 506 to Revamp 
Columbus, 0., Ballroom 


Frank Dailey, owner of Meadow- 
brook, Cedar Grove, N. J., and Jim 
Peppe, manager of Sammy Kaye, 
are spending $50,000 to refurbish 


Valiey Dale Ballroom, Columbus, O. 
They'll reopen the spot about Oct. 
18 under the tag of Frank Dailey’s 
Valley Dale, Dailey taking over ac- 
tual operation. Policy will be simi- 
lar to that of Meadowbrook. Artie 
Shaw’s new 32-piece combo may be 
the initial band. 


Dailey and Peppe have formed a 
partnership in the operation of Val- 
ley Dale. Pair have leased the build- 
ing from Lou Peppe, brother of 
Kaye’s manager, who owns the 
property and had been running it 
as a ballroom. It has a capacity for 
2,000 inside and 2,000 outside in a 
summer garden. 

Shaw’s date, if he does tee-off the 
new policy, will be for only three | 
days. Name outfits following will 
in four-week stretches. 
Mutual and CBS wires may go in. 








HARRY ROMM REGAINS 


OSBORNE MANAGEMENT 


Harry Romm is regaining the man- | 
agement of Will Osborne’s band | 
starting Oct. 16, the bandleader’s | 
contract with the William Morris | 
agency winding up a day previous. | 


|The Blackhawk had 
| practically 





|Romm previously had Osborne for | 


|a number of years, but Osborne sud- 


JAN SAVITT NOW 
WOULD SCRAM MCA 


Jan Savitt is trying to obtain a 
release from his Music Corp. of | 
America booking contract, though he | 
still owes MCA some $2,500 on the 
money they advanced him to buy 
out of his CRA contract. Savitt 
made the switch from CRA to MCA | 
almost a year ago. If he gets re-| 
lease from MCA, which has so far | 
been denied him, the band will | 
swing over to General Amusement 
Corp. 

Beside contractual worries, Savitt | 
is thinking of adding a quartet of 
violins to his band. 


—_ 





Warners Buys in 5,000 
More Shares of Decca 


Washington, Sept. 9 

Substantial addition to its holdings 
of Decca Records, Inc., $1 par com- 
mon was recorded for Warner Bros. 
Pictures, beneficial owner, by the 
Securities & Exchange Commission 
Friday (5). 

Company picked up 5,000 shares 
of the stock, according to the SEC’s 
summary of July stock exchange 
transactions, to increase its nest-egg 
to 43,759 shares. 





Shribmans Take Over 
Worcester, Mass., Spot 


Worcester, Sept. 9. 

There’s a considerable change in 
the ballroom setup in this vicinity 
this season. 

The Shribmans of Boston have 
taken over Lyonhurst in Marlboro 
and are using name bands. It is re- 
Ported they also have just closed 
for Bal-a-l'air, open-air ballroom in 
Shrewsbury, Billy Burns, manager 
of the Fitchburg Sports Arena, is 
also inaugurating a policy of name 
Sands, with Vincent Lopez opening 
Friday (12), 


| 





denly quit him a year ago. 
Under the new pact with Romm, 


latter has Osborne for five years. 
Romm, who is with General Amus. 
Corp., in turn set a deal for GAC 


to agent Osborne for the same pe- 
riod of time. 

Osborne is currently playing the 
Palace hotel, Frisco. 


Tommy Dorsey Already 
Rebooked by Astor, N.Y. 


—_—. 


Though contracts are not signed as 


yet, Tommy Dorsey will go back 
into the Astor hotel roof, New York, 
next spring. It'll be the band’s 


third straight year there. 

Bob Christenberry, operator of the 
Astor, will not keep the roof open 
through this winter as he first 
thought he might. Too many parties 
have been booked to allow the idea 
to proceed. Roof is used for large 


convention dinners and _. parties 
through the cold spell. It has a ca- 
pacity for 2,000 when arranged for 


diners only. 


Herman Skeds Operation 
During 1-Month Layoff 


Woody Herman finishes his cur- 
rent stand at the Palladium, Holly- 
wood tomorrow (11), goes on the 
road for a short series of one-night- 
ers up and down the west coast, then 


lis to return to Hollywood where the 
for close to a» 


band will vacation 
month. During that time Herman 
will undergo an operation for an old 
ailment which has _ consistently 
bothered him during the Palladium 
stay. 

When its leader is well again the 


group moves eastward to already | 
booked midwestern one-day stands | 


prior to a scheduled Oct. 24 opening 


for four weeks at the Sherman hotel, | 





Chicago. 
Herbert Fritsechie into the New 
Fenn, Pittsburgh, for four weeks, 


succeeding Ralph Allen, 





Chez Sets Breese 


Chicago, Sept. 9. 
Lou Breeze orchestra returns to 
the Chez Paree Oct. 3. 
- Orchestra has been 
that club for years. 


SPECHT'S BOOK 
ON BANDS OKAY 


Paul Specht, pioneer dance maes- 
tro and among the first to become 
a radio name in the early 1920s, when 
broadcasting was in its infancy, has 
authored a book, ‘How They Become 
Name Bands’ (Fine Arts; $2), which 
is a good job for the purpose in- 
tended. Specht’s authority is forti- 
fied, for the present-day musician 
and jiveophile, by the fact such pres- 
ent-day maestros as Charlie Spivak, 
Artie Shaw, Bob Chester, Russ 
Morgan, Lou Breese, Ted Weems 
and Joe Venuti, plus the late Hal 
Kemp, were once in Specht’s band, 
or in one of his trans-Atlantic units, 
as he had several combos on the 
liners, in London, ete. 

Until recently Specht was personal 
mgnager for Russ Morgan, who in 
former years worked for him, but 
latterly Specht has been working 
on his book and is currently engaged 
in public relations with the British 
War Relief, in connection with a 
gala ‘dances for ambulances’ char- 
ity. - 

Incidentally, it’s disclosed in this 
book that Mrs. T. D. Kemp, Sr., 
Route 1, Matthews, N. C., mother of 
the late Hal Kemp, is working on a 
biography of her famed son. T. D. 
Kemp, Jr., another son, is currently 
prominent in Carolina vaudeville 
booking activity. 


Brown Gets 8 Weeks 
At Chi’s Blackhawk 


Chicago, Sept. 9. 





standard in 











into 
19 for a 


Les Brown orchestra comes 
the Blackhawk cafe Oct. 
minimum of eight weeks. 

Deal was set through Joe Glaser. 
been booked 
exclusively by Music 
Corp. of America. 


Vaughn Monroe Averts Panic When 





Dormant Assets 


Quite a few of the bands were 
caught long with ASCAP ar- 
rangements of new tunes, count- 
ing on Sept. 1 ‘peace,’ only to 
find the radio battle stalled be- 
yond the anticipated ‘deadline’ 
date. 

Now looks okay, of course, for 
Oct. 1 clearance. 


WB, MCA Tangle On 
Release of Rey From 
Philly Date—WB Wins 


Warner Bros. theatre booking de- 
partment and Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica tangled last week over the de- 
parture of Alvino Rey’s band for 
the Coast to go into RKO’s ‘Synco- 
pation.’ As a result, start of pro- 
duction on the film will be delayed, 
WB refusing to let the band out of 
a scheduled week at the Earle the- 
atre, Philadelphia, beginning Friday 
(12). Film was to start rolling Mon- 
day (15). 

Ray was signed for the film couple 
weeks ago, but so suddenly that 
MCA was forced to cancel him out 
of theatre and one-night bookings 
that had already been made. Earle 
was the stumbling block. 











Dorsey Cancels 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 9. 

Because of hurry-up call from Par 
to report at studio for ‘The Fleet’s 
In, Jimmy Dorsey’s band had to 
cancel out scheduled Stanley theatre 
engagements here for week begin- 
ning Friday (12). 





MCA Seeks S.F. Mer. 
San Francisco, Sept. 9. 
Earl Bailey, Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica Coast head, is due in from Los 
Angeles this week to decide on a 
new manager for the local office. 
Happy Powell has been desked 





| 


here temporarily pending word 
from Bailey. 


Can. Expo Ballroom Catches Fire 


4 


Toronto, Ont., Sept. 9. 
Vaughn Monroe’s coolness and 
presence of mind averted a near 
panic at the Dance Pavilion of the 
Canadian National Exhibition, as a 
fire, caused by sparks from a fire- 
works display a half-mile away, 
spread through the roof of the Hall. 
Monroe, playing ‘There'll Be a Hot 
Time in the Old Town Tonight,’ per- 
suaded some 2,000 dancers to remain, 
and, with the arrival of the firemen, 
swung into ‘Hail Hail, the Gang’s 
All Here’ with the dancers joining 
in the chorus. 

Had canvas-covered pavilion not 
been chemically treated, the dance 
hall might have become a raging in- 
ferno. Exhibition officials, police 
and firemen credit band leader and 
his comic, Ziggy Talent, with avert- 
ing a panic, but when excitement 
died down Monroe confessed he was 
scared to death.’ 

‘This is my first time playing in a 
canvas-covered pavilion. From now 
on, when there is a fireworks dis- 
play nearby, I will not be working,’ 
he declared. 


L.A. PALLADIUM 
WARNS CHI SPOT 


Southern California Enterprises, 
Inc., operating company of the Pal- 
ladium Ballroom, Hollywood, has 
warned the new Palladium, Chicago, 
that if it opens with the currently 
advertised title injunction proceed- 
ings will be begun. Palladium in 
Chicago is being opened Sept. 19 by 
Billy Stearns, nitery operator, with 
Charlie Spivak’s band and Dinah 
Shore. It’s the former Theatre Cafe 
nee French Casino. 

Coast Palladium bases its squawk 
on the possibility that radio listeners 
will become confused as to which 
spot they’re hearing when respec- 
tive bands are broadcasting on na- 
tional networks. Woody Herman is 
currently at the Hollywood dancery. 


























the Dollars 


| RADIO 
| RECORDS 








NEW YORK 
154 W. 46th St. 





In the Final Analysis 
It's the GROSS 
and that’s the theme of the 


BOXOFFICE 
BANDS ..... 


issue of Variety to be published in September emphasizing 
and Cents 


Band Factor in 
HOTELS 
BALLROOMS 
JUKEBOXES 


—hbecause of its unique content 
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AN ENVIABLE RECORD! 


JERRY 
COOPER 


LEGIT: 


Just completed 39 weeks 
on Broadway as Juvenile 
Lead in Ed Wynn's 
“BOYS AND GIRLS 
TOGETHER” 


RADIO: 


Louella Parson’s 

Hollywood Hour 

—52 weeks as M.C. 
& 


Pompeian Cosmetics 
—39 weeks 
6 
Wrigiey Gum 
—26 weeks 














Tums Vocal Varieties 


—39 weeks 


Drene Shampoo 
—26 weeks 

» 
Guest Starred: 


Ford and Studebaker 
Programmes 


PICTURES: 


featured with 
Dick Powell in 
‘HOLLYWOOD HOTEL’ 


TRANSCRIPTIONS 


for Buick and 
Studebaker 


Drene Shampoo 
—Z2 years! 


® 
Gruen Watches 
6 


Teel Dentifrice 
—l year 


NIGHT CLUBS 


Palais Royal 


Hollywood Restaurant 


Commencing September 12 


THE YACHT CLUB 


PITTS, PA. 
Thanks to 
SOL and JACKIE HELLER 


Just Concluded All-Summer 
Engagement— 


BATH & TURF CLUB 


ATLANTIC CITY 
Thanks to Joe Moss 


JERRY 
COOPER 


For Theatres, Cafes and 
Permanent Address: 


TAPS AGENCY 
1619 Broadway 
New York City 


Radio Representatives: 


DOLAN & DOANE 


1808 RKO Bidg. 
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On the Upbeat 





Wally Carpenter band opened fall 
season at Dellwood Ballroom, Buf- 
falo. 





Harris combo current 
Glen Barn, 


Johnny 
Williamsville 
3uffalo. 


outs ide 





Charlie Cox opened a four-week 


engagement at the El Dorado Room | 


of the Commodore Perry hotel, To- 
ledo, Monday (8). Mary Jane How- 
ard is the featured vocalist. 





Isham Jones begins an engagement 
in the Cascades Room of Hotel 
Pick-Ohio, Youngstown, Sept. 13. 





Cocoanut Grove Ballroom near 
Toledo held its fall opening Sept. 6, 
featuring Eddie Ufer and his orch. 





Weekend dancing will 
policy at the Centennial 


be the 
Terrace, 


season Sept. 7. 
Teagarden’s band closed the season. 


— 


Billy Baer’s orch 





is being taken 


| over by singer Eddie Howard. Band 
| will remain intact, with Howard do- 


ing the vocals. 





Johnny Long, young band leader, 
parked his baton at the Hotel New 
York, N. Y., long enough to fly to 
Charlotte, N. C., for a physical check 
ordered by his draft board. 





| Kay Doyle, vocalist with Claude | 
Thornhill, 





Charlie | 


at 


‘from Ray Noble’s band as a leader, 


the others being Glenn Miller, Will 
| Bradley and Charlie Spivak. 
| aka 

Johnny Long booked for four 
weeks at Meadowbrook Cedar 
Grove, N. J., opening Dec. 11. 

Ray Herbeck goes into O. Henry 


Ballroom, Chicago, Sept. 25 until 


| gem. 2. 





Raymond Scott fills the week 
Jimmy Dorsey cancelled at the Chi- 
cago theatre, Chicago, opening 
Sept. 19. 

Michael Lering orch, with Harri- 
son Sisters (3), are being held over 
indefinitely at the Chatterbox, 
Mountainside, N. J. 





Warney Ruhl orchestra contracted 





| Sylvania, O., with the close of the | Club 
| summer 


by MCA through Mike Falk, of De- 
troit, band (7), now in 18th week at 
Mayfair, on Lake Lansing, 
Mich. 


| 
| 
| Carmen Cavallero set for the Rain- 


bow Room, N. Y. 





Charles Fowler, former trombon- 
ist with Harry Hylan’s and Dale 
Shear’s orchs in the Midwest, will 
soon announce his own 10-piece 
combination. 





Jack Charlotte orch now playing 
at the Rendezvous Villa, near 





Youngstown. 





Hugh Monaco maeéstroing at the 





Ernie Fodor orch playing at the 


is leaving that outfit at | 
Glen Island Casino, New Rochelle, | Villa, near Toledo. 
N. Y. 
Charles Marlow (Margolies) is 


| bringing his 11-piece band into New 
York the end of this month. No spot | 


set yet. Outfit has been working up 

and down Coast for eight months. 
Sunset Royal band cut its 

sides for Bluebird label last week. 








Victor Records release 


will an 
album of Artie Shaw records this 
week. Book will have eight sides. 


four cut by his old band and four 
by the new. 





George (Pee Wee) 
new band opened at the Burden 
Lake Casino, Burden Lake, N.-Y.., 
Sept. 4. Erwin, trumpet player, 


first | 


Erwin and his | 


ad- | 


| Trianon Ballroom, Toledo, which 
|} opened the current season Sept. 3. 
in the 
Ken- 


Russ Morgan’s orch opens 
Rainbow Room of the New 
{more hotel, Albany, Sept. 27 
Carmen Cavallaro band goes back 
ito the Carlton hotel, Washington, 
Friday (12). 

Mel Marvin band shifts from the 
Pelham Heath Inn, Pelham, N. Y., 
|to the Flagship, Union, N. J., opening 
| Sept. 23. 


Shep Fields remains at Manhattan 
Beach, Brooklyn, until Sept. 28, with 
resort extending its season almost 


| 


vertised as fourth man to come} three weeks. 
} | 





1 Best Sellers on Com-Machines 





(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to VARIETY Names 
of more than one band or wocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
popularity, whose recordings are being played Figures and names in 


parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song hag been in the listings 


and respective publishers.) 


1. Maria Elena (11) Southern 


. Yours (8) Marks....... beeee 


. Yes, Indeed (6) Embassy.... 


You and I (3) Willson....... 


. "Til Reveille (3) Melody Lane 
(3) 


. Guess I'll Dream Rest Block 


eceeeeeoesesseosn 


7. Don’t Want Set World Fire (3) Cherio 


{ Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 

} Tony Pastor........Bluebird 

{ Jimmy Dorsey Decca 

* ) Vaughn Monroe.....Bluebird 
Tommy Dorsey....... Victor 

{ Bing Crosby ...... Decca 

‘ ) Glenn Miller ...... Bluebird 

{ Bing Crosby...... Decca 

oe ese ) Kay Kyser........Columbia 
{Glenn Miller....... Bluebird 

oe oa ) Tommy Dorsey........ Victor 
{Tommy Tucker .. Okeh 


| Horace Heidt Columbia 
8. You Are My Sunshine (1) Southern.... ee ge re 
> ite a8 6 Prayer @) VC... . cuarhe ‘Soleeh penanaie ‘Guan 
10. Kiss Boys Goodbye (6) Famous ; beens — ae x ee ae 


DISKS GAINING FAVOR 


(These records are directly below the first 10 in popularity, but growing 


in demand on the coin machines.) 


Time Was (Southern) 
Peaceful In Country (Porgie) 


Booglie Wooglie Piggy (Mutual) 
Jim (Kaycee) 
$21 Day, Once Month (Kaycee) 


I’ve Been Drafted (Vanguard) 


Lament to Love (Roe).. 


Blue Champagne ((Encore) .... 


Why Don’t We Do This Often (BVC) 


Piano Concerto B Flat 
Rancho Pillow (Shapiro) 


ee 


.. Bluebird 
Bluebird 
Bluebird 


) Freddie Martin 
Martin 
Martin 


Freddie 


Freddie 


Artie Shaw, Now Playmg Sweetheart 
~ To Hepcats, Is Solid With New Band 








By BERNIE WOODS 
Artie Shaw back the 
band business with both feet within 
the last week and a half, and with 


|no harder struggle than it takes to 
| es 
|rehearse a crew of crack musicians 


is again one of the half-dozen top- 


money leaders. His handlers, who 
were biting their nails with appre- 
hension lest the kids toss Shaw’s ill- 
chosen words of 1939 back in his 
teeth, are now at ease, satisfied that 
Shaw can still draw ’em in droves. 


Shaw played his first one-nighter 
in almost two years last week, open- 
ing at Hampton Beach, N. H. He 
|eracked the spot’s record, and on 
ithree succeeding evenings did the 
|same thing, which should have sat- 
| isfied everyone that the leader still 
| was big b.o. But it didn’t. It was 
pessimistically pointed out that the 
dates were all around Boston, where 
he began a fast rise two years ago. 
So, last Friday’s (5) stand at Andy 
Perry's Empire Ballroom, Allen- 
town, Pa., was to be the test. The 
band drew 3,142 dancers in oppres- 
‘sive heat and with kids of three sur- 
rounding counties holed up by an 
infantile paralysis epidemic. Need- 
less to say his bocokers and backers 
feel better. 


landed in 





Changed Man 
The Shaw who walked out in Oct., 
1939, at his peak as a money-maker, 
because he got disgusted with the 
band business, and the Shaw of the 
moment are apparently two different 
| guys, as the kids to whom he will 
| play will find out. He may have 
brushed ’em off then, refused to sign 
| autographs, called ’em ‘morons’ in 
print, etc., but now he goes for all 
\those things without a quaver. At 
|some time during his layoff period 

he was straightened out. 





His treatment of youngsters who 
make the one-night end of the band 
| biz profitable is definitely reversed. 
An example: the Allentown attend- 
ance figure of 3,142 is not legitimate. 
|'Shaw padded it—by one admission. 
| During an intermission he leaned out 
|a back window of Perry’s spot to 
|talk to kids gathered in an alley to 
spear wayward strains of the band. 
One apparently asked jokingly to be 
| boosted through the window. In- 
'stead Shaw dug and handed him 
$1.25 to come in through the front, 
cracking ‘what’s the difference 60% 
of it comes back, anyway.’ Out front 
it’s the same; autographs, poses for 
candid camera shots, etc., are all 
taken in good grace. 

Solid Band 

The band, composed of 15 strings, 
five sax, four trumpets, three trom- 
bones, and the usual four rhythm, 
is a crack crew made up of some of 
'the most outstanding musicians in 
the business. It rides solidly on a 
book of carefully worked out ar- 
rangements, taking pops, standards, 
and originals in clean, full stride 
that leaves nothing to be desired. 
No one section is outstanding in the 
band, all hit hard, the five saxes 
coming through strong against bit- 
ing brass and the whole based on a 
rhythm section that’s solid as bed- 
rock. Shaw’s clarinet work has lost 
none of its musical punch or show- 
manly appeal. Strings in the group 
are not used in every number, but 
when used they supply smart relief. 

It is costing Shaw somewhere be- 
tween $4,000 and $4,500 to operate 
this 30-piece group, and he’s not tak- 
ing any more than five dates in one 
week. Too, he refuses to work more 
than four hours any one date. 
How does he manage to get out from 
| under such a nut? 
|at high prices—that’s one thing his 
| layoff didn’t disturb. For example, 
| he played one hour at a Reading, 





on 


{Jimmy Dorsey.. .....Decca | Pa., Fair Monday night (8), giving 
) Charlie Spivak........ Okeh | a concert for which he was paid 
{Charlie Spivak ....... Okeh | $2,000. Of course, whether he 
jakebe sea donee | Harry James .....Columbia | played one hour or four makes no 
(Glenn Miller Bluebird difference, the night was still a sin- 
ce caine tail alma ueoire | gle booking, but it gives an idea of 
Te Mente yore nes Decca | the coin he still commands. 
gs Kes Oe Be Jimmy Dorsey..... Decca | Empire Ballroom is said to have a 
{ Dick Robertson ....-Decca | capacity for 6,000, but if that many 
eo oer | Tony Pastor .,.....Bluebird ever were jammed into it sardines 
{Kay Kyser ....... Columbia | WOuld be jealous. It’s a low- 
peeeeeecernns j Jesters ...............Decca | C@ilinged brick building that looks 
. | as if it once was a garage. Before 
Harry . a eee. 
ee ee rosie ee . yrterene: | Andy Perry began bringing in name 
ee sees ira | bands it housed fights, roller skat- 
Ot Cams { Jimmy Dorsey........Decca | ing, dance marathons, ete. It op- 
| Frankie Masters.......Okeh | erates only during the winter and, 
(Kay Kyser ...... Columbia | beside local residents, it draws from 


Easton, Bethlehem and other way 
points and has a potential draw of 
perhaps 10,000 students from Lehigh 
| Bethlehem, Lafayette, Muehlenberg 








He’s being sold | 





and other smaller colleges in the 
immediate vicinity. But fall semes- 
ters have not yet convened and 


Shaw had no help from that angle. 


Perry has his spot nicely deco- 
rated to cover the ugly brick, box- 
like construction. Walls are covered 
and a drape affair is slung beneath 
the ceiling the breadth and width of 
the building to make things gayer. 
The crowd Perry gets, or had at this 
catching, didn’t seem as hep to mu- 
sicians and the stuff they hand out 
in comparison to youngsters 
glommed in other territories. They 
asked for Shaw’s past and present 
recorded arrangements, but were 
not as fast in recognizing them when 
they came up. As usual the major 
portion of the mob stood around the 
bandstand during most of the eve- 
ning. Only the more energetic 
minority dared knocking themselves 
out in dance routines in heat that 
had every member of the band 
soaked with perspiration. 





Peewee Irwin Tees Off 
With Berigan’s Ex-Crew 
Peewee Irwin’s new band began 

its first date last Friday (5) at the 

Burden Lake Casino, Averill Park, 


N. Y. Outfit is being booked on 
one-nighters to follow. 


Irwin got going sooner than he 
expected. Instead of building a new 
band, as he figured on doing with 
men he had already selected from 
various parts of the country, the 
trumpeter took over Bunny Beri- 
gan’s former group, which had been 
laying off in New York since boot- 
ing Berigan out of its leadership. 
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JIMMY 
DORSEY 


and His Orchestra 


Featuring BOB EBERLE 
and HELEN O’CONNELL 








PARAMOUNT STUDIOS 
HOLLYWOOD, CAL. 
“THE FLEET’S IN” 


DECCA RECORDS 


Personal Management — BILL BURTON 














IN A SUBWAY 
FAR FROM IRELAND 


Columbia Record No. 36211 














RAYMOND 


SCOTT 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 

















DICK 
ROGERS 


And His Orchestra 
CURRENTLY AT 
ROSELAND, NEW YORK 
Broadcasting Ceast to Coast 
NBC NETWORK 
& 

COLUMBIA OKEH RECORDS 
MUZAK TRANSCRIPTIONS 
Per. Dir.: HARRY A, ROMM 


MANAGEMENT 


‘GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 








HARRY 
JAMES 


AND His 
Music Makers Orchestra 


Columbia Records 


ON TOUR 


Dir.:— Music Corp of America 














Wednesday, September 10, 1941 


VARIETY 


ORCHESTRA GROSSES 


31 





J. Dorsey, Basie Crack 1-Niter Records: 


Ditto Krupa, But Storm Clips Weeks 





(Estimates) 

Andrews Sisters-Joe Venuti (State theatre, Hartford, Conn., Sept. 5-7). 
Trio and Venuti did great here, garnering three-day total of $11,550 from 
24.000 admissions at 55c. 

Count Basie (Aud., Birmingham, Ala., Sept. 3). Basie booted this spot’s 
mark into the discard; capacity 6,648 people paid $5,784 at 85c and $1.10. 
Basie took out $2,992 for his end. 

Henry Busse (Chermot B., Omaha, Sept. 3). Big 1,234 admissions at 
"5c for $1,025 gross; weather warm; crowd enthusiastic. 

Jimmy Dorsey (Rosemont B., Brooklyn, N.Y., Sept. 3). 
cops keeping things orderly; Dorsey cracked spot’s record with 2,656 ad- 
missions at regular 55c-77c prices. 

Ella Fitzgerald (Armory, Fairmont, W. Va., Sept. 2). Good 800 at $1; 
band a solid click; Blue Barron in opposition at theatre, which lessened 
white spectator crowd. 

Harry James (Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., Aug. 31-Sept. 1). 
James packed in Labor Day eve and night mobs of 4,000-2,300 at $1.35 a 
couple; with previous five-day mark of 16,000 hoofers his total gross was 
terrific $15,052. 

Gene Krupa (Natatorium Park, Spokane, Wash., Sept. 6). Approxi- 
mately 2,630 admissions at $1 set a new mark in this name band hungry 
territory. 

Guy Lombardo (Lakewood Park, Shenandoah, Pa., Sept. 1). Lombardo 
pulled solid total of 3,800 dancers at $1. At New Haven, Conn., Arena, 
Sunday (7), opening season, Lombardo drew good 5,000 at 55c-$1.10. 

Jimmie Lunceford (West Side Park B., Berwick, Pa, Sept. 3). Bad 
fight kept attendance down; 1,200 stubs at 90c plus tax. At Charleston, 
W. Va., Aud., Sept. 6, band drew strong 3,680 for gross of $4,600. 

Johnny Messner (Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., Sept. 2-6). Mess- 
ner held up solidly following bigger names; 14,500 at $1.35 couple for great 
five-day gross $9,788. 

Glenn Miller (Hershey Park B., Hershey, Pa., Sept. 1). 
here, pulling 3,692 admissions totaling $3,566 gross. 

Charlie Spivak (Lincoln Park, New Bedford, Mass., 
Spivak pulled solid 2,000 admissions. At Lake Compounce, Bristol, Conn., 
Sat. (5) he ran into rain and drew 1,500 at $1. Ritz B., Bridgeport, Conn., 
Sunday (6) saw 1,981 at $1 hopping to his rhythm. 

Orrin Tucker (Orpkeum theatre, Davenport, Ia., Sept. 5-7). Tucker 
topped Geo. White’s ‘Scandals’ record here, grossing $9,184 at 26c-35c-50c 
with 27,697 admissions. 

Anson Weeks (Ravenna, Neb., Sept. 1). 
couples at $1.50 a pair turned out; gross $255. 

Griff Williams (Chermot B., Omaha, Neb., Sept. 4). 
heat held play to 600 at 75c for $450 gross. 
repeat band. 


Miller did alright 


Sept. 5). At $1 per 


Stormy weather hurt; 170 


Terrific unexpected 
Management got requests to 


—— 





Operators had 20 | 





|} gin an 


Maestro-Politico 


Geneva, N. Y., Sept. 9. 





Frank Fennell, bandleader and 
secretary of the newly-organized 
|} musicians union local here, named 


city councilman to 
expired term. 
Republican candidate for 
term at the November election. 

Fennell is leader 
swing band. 


‘NAME BAND JUBILEE’ 


serve out un- 


of a 





TO BUY AMBULANCES 





American Federation of Musicians 
has extended its co-operation to the 
British American Ambulance Corps, 
Inc., for the staging of a ‘Name 
Band Jubilee’ in the Yankce Stadium 
Oct. 13. Event will include a massed 
orchestra for the presentation of an 
all-Gershwin program. 

Fred W. Birnbach, AFM interna- 
tional secretary, is on the special 
committee in charge of the show. 
Paul Specht will be general director 
of the project. 





McFarlands in Pelham 


McFarland Twins, not Little Jack 
Little, teeoff the new name band 
policy at the Pelham Heath Inn, 
Pelham, N. Y. Twins are set to be- 
indefinite stay at the spot 
Sept. 16, with network wires. Little 
was supposed to go into the spot but 
the McFarlands landed it. 

Mel Marvin, current at the Inn, 
moves Sept. 23 to the Flagship, at 
Union, N. J., to supplant the Korn 


| Kobblers. 





Kaye’s poetry will be re- | 
his Sunday afternoon band 
on NBC this week (14). 


Sammy 
stored to 
sustainer 





HAYNES QUITS GAC 


Don Haynes, one-night and loca- 
tion booker at General Amusement 
Corp., is leaving that organizé ation | 
Friday (12). His future is set, but | Vigna 
he prefers not to talk about it yet. | 

Haynes joined GAC over a year | 
ago, in place of Harry Squires, who | 


(Presented herewith, 
went to William Morris. 


as a 








ooo | room capacity and cover charge. 
SONNY 


holiday price.) 





OF | major draw. 


6th RETURN ENGAGEMENT | 
| 




















Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; 


After a Record-Breaking Tour 


HENRY 
BUSSE 


and HIS ORCHESTRA 


| Carl Ravazza (Biltmore; 1,150: 


Woody Herman (Palladium; 
lend, plenty healthy, 


Harry Owens (Hotel Miramar, 


weeks. 


| 
appearing | Reb Crosbe 


(Casino, 
Edgewater Beach Hotel 
Chicago 


nights before Labor Day. 





























| payees, 







JOHNNY 
LONG 


and his orchestra 


| * 
Lionel Hampton (Panther Room, 


HOTEL NEW YORKER 
NBC—DECCA RECORDS 


looks like a real money stay. 
Boyd Raeburn (Chez Paree: 500: 


Catalina Island; 4,000; 28c-44c). 
for the Avalon dancery at 18,000, half of whom packed the spot on the two 


considering that band opened Tuesday 


Hampton has caught on in great fashion here. 
| Labor Day slump to come in with strong 5,300 customers. 

Skinnay Ennis (Empire Room, Palmer House, 600, $3, 3.50 supper min.) 
After big Labor Day business slumped sharply: 
here to 4,400. Griff Williams replaced and currently going on to what 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’ 


NEW YORK 


weekly 


tabulation, 


Larger amount designates weekend and | 





LOS ANGELES 


$1-$1.50). 
| the level of the past few months with 2,800 covers tabbed. 
minimum $1-$1.50). 
' tion of Florists Telegraph Delivery and off to a good start. 


Managed to hover around 


Aided by conven- 
Around 6,000 


payees for one of the best weeks in some time. 
6,000; 55c-83c). 

sloughed off to around 17,000 hoofers in his seventh | 
| week. One to go and then Gene Krupa comes in. 
Santa Monica: 500; 50c-$1). 
11,700 covers and biz warrants extending the seaside season a few 


After long holiday week- 


Ted Fio Rito (Trianon, South Gate; 1,200; 40c-55c). Picked up around 
| 5,000 stubs on the week. Clyde McCoy follows in Sept. 18. 
| Ozzie Nelson (Casa Manana, Culver City: 2,000; 55c). Not so bad 3,500 


after the long holiday. 


Chicago 


Sherman Hotel, 700: $1-2.50 min.) 


Ennis finished his stay 


$2.50-$3.50 min.). Carmen Amaya 








MANAGEMENT 


GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 


— 


BUDDY CLARKE 


a CURRENTLY 
COCOANUT GROVE 
Park Central Hotel, New Yerk 


84TH Consecutive Week 


























| But, paradoxically, the Sunday before Labor Day w 
| eral months, 


group on the floor show, but this spot also felt the Labor Day follow-up 
decline and it took the week-ends to hold to 4,500, which is still fine. 

Jimmy Joy (Walnut Room, Bismarck Hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.). Really 
took it on the chin in midweek with the reaction setting in to hold the 
customer gross down to 1,200. 





San Francisco 
Will Osborne (Rose Room, Palace Hotel, 500; 50c-$1.50). With several 
hotels already being picketed and a strike expected here momentarily, 
biz has been shot to pieces, second week garnering a mere 1,200 covers. 


with 379 sovers recorded on what is usually a poor night. 


He will be regular | 
two-year 


10-piece | 


Covers Total 
Weeks Past Covers | 
Bund Hotel Played Week Qn Date 
KENDIS | Bob Chester...... Astor (1,000; 75c-$1)...............44 2 3,000 5,900 
| avi P rR. Ls R " 2275 | 
AT THE PIANO | Xavier Cugat..... Waldorf (375; $1-$1.50).............. 21 2,775 SA18 
| Ray Heatherton...Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............. 18 525 5,800 
Leading Both Bands | Ray Kinney*...... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50). .21 (1,375 27,525 
STORK CLUB, New York | Johnny Long*.... New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50). 7 2,000 19,275 
A8th c tive Week | Hal Saunders..... St. Regis (400; $1-$1.50) .16 400 6,400 
onsecutive wee 
*Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 


Good for | 
more | 


Set a new high | 


He weatkered the post | 





—— 


Duchin, $28,000 in Pitt, J. Dorsey, 
23G in Buff, Fine in Theatres; 
. Dorsey, Kaye N.Y. H.0.s Socko 





(Estimates for This Week) 


Sonny Dunnam, Providence— | 
| (Metropolitan; 3,200; 30-40-55). 
| ‘Deadly Game’ (Mono) is sole film} 


aid. Okay $5,000 for weekend, 
| suffered when 
Gypsy 


but | 


Rose Lee was cancelled by 
the authorities. 


Don Bester, Kansas City—(Tower: 
2,110; 10-30. ‘Accent on Love’ (20th) 
on screen. Headed for $7,000 or bet- 
ter, which is nicely above average 
for a band without supporting 
vaudeville and weak picture assist- 
ance. 

Jimmy Dorsey, 
3,500; 35-55). 


Buffalo—( Buffalo; | 
Getting some assistance 


it’s Dorsey that is making the turn- 
stiles click. Smash $23,000 or better, | 
easily the town’s best and way above | 
par for house. 


Phil Harris, Cincinnati—(Schubert;: 
2,150; 33-44-60). ‘Whistling in Dark’ 
(M-G) is film, while band is backed 
by other vaudeville acts. Sockeroo 


Band Bookings 


Jimmie Luneeferd, Oct. 1. City 
Aud., Maco, Ga.; City Aud., Atlanta, 
Ga.; 3, Armory, Columbia, S. C.; 4, 
Community Center, Spartanburg, S. | 
'C.; 6, Center Brick Warehouse, Dar- | 
| lington, ee a 2 
| Rink, Greensboro, S. C.; 8, 














Arena, Washington, D. C.; Oct. 10.) 
- eek, Stanley theatre, Pittsburgh; 
7, week, Palace theatre, Cleveland; 


week, RKO Keith’s theatre, Bos- 
nor 


Inkspots, Sept. 


| 12, 
| theatre, Baltimore; 


week, Royal 
Sept. 19, two 
Philadelphia; Oct. 
Little Rathskeller. 


a Club Bali, 
two weeks, 


is the estimated cover admaiehinie 
| charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. | 


Ella Fitzgerald, Sept. 19, 


} 

Tiny Bradshaw-Lil 
| 12, Sunshine C., Orlando, Fla.; 13, 
| City Coliseum, Orlando; 14, Harlem 
Sq C., Miami; 15, Two Spot C., Jack- 
sonville, Fla.; 16. Grant’s Park, 
| Charleston, S. C.; 17, Benevolent 
Temple, Greenville, S. C.: 18, Aud., 
Birmingham, Ala.; 19, Carolina 
Warehouse, Asheville, N. C.; 20, Ar- 
mory, Charleston, W. Va.; 21, Para- 
|dise B., Nashville; 22, 
Aud., Columbia. S. C.; 23, Aud., 
| Knoxville, Tenn.; 24, Aud., Roanoke, 
Va.; 25, Hill-Billy Barn, Bluefield, 
+ W. Va.; 26, Arena, Beckley, 
| 27, Aud., Dayton, O. 
| Artie Shaw, Sept. 19, Coliseum, 
| Parkersburg, W. Va.; 26. Geo. F. Pa- 
vilion, Johnson City, N. Y. 

Dolly Dawn, Sept. 24, week, Stan- 
|ley theatre, Pittsburgh. 
Tommy Dorsey, Sept. 19, 
| Buffalo theatre, Buffalo; 27, 
| brook B., Pottstown. Pa.; 
| Armory, Teaneck, N. J.; 5, 
| New Haven, Conn. 

Louis Prima, Sept. 26, week, Hipp 
theatre, Baltimore; 21, 


week, 
Sunny- 
Oct. 4, 
Arena, 


! 


Suffield, Conn. 

Sam Donahue, Sept. 22, three 
| days, State theatre, Hartford. 

Joe Reichman. Sept. 21, three 
weeks, Schroeder hotel, Milwaukee. 

Ralph Barlow, Sept. 17, indef., 
Melody Mill, Chicago. 

Paul Whiteman band booked into 


the Show Box, Seattle, 
stand, Sept. 17-27. 


for a 10-day 


the appearance of} 


from ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), but | 


Segfield Skating | 
Turner’s | 


week, | 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name 8f hotel give| Howard theatre, Washington, D. C. 
Green, Sept. | 


Township | 


W. Va.: | 


Babb’s Park, 


{ $17,000, and one of best marks regis- 
| tered at this house. 


| Ella Fitzgerald, Brooklyn— 
| (Strand; 2,800; 30-40-50-55). Getting 
| plenty of support from the Four Ink 
Spots and all-colored stage show. 
‘Three Sons O’Guns’ (WB) on screen, 
| Attractive $14,000 in four days. 


Eddy Duchin, Pittsburgh—(Stan- 
ley; 3,800; 25-40-60). With ‘Lady Be 
| Good’ (M-G). Picture, on strength 
of marquee draft, can be credited 
with fair share of biz, but it’s stage 
that’s been pulling ’em in here in 
| droves of late and Duchin, always a 
local fave, is riding the gravy wagon, 
Great $28,000. 
| Tony Pastor, Philadelphia—(Earle; 
2,768; 35-46-57-68-75). Band teamed 


|; with variety acts in addition to 
| ‘World Premiere’ (Par). Getting 
| Okay $19,500, with drawing credits 


divided 50-50 between band and film. 

Skinnay Ennis, Chicago—(Chicago; 
4,000; 35-55-75). ‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) 
on the screen and of considerable 
import at the boxoffice. Ennis just 


closed good stay in Empire Room 
of the Palmer House. Bang-up 
$41,000. 


Sammy Kaye, New York (Strand; 
2,767; 35-55-75-85-99). Kaye band, 
in second week here with ‘Dive 
Bomber’ (WB) as the first-run pic- 
ture, is accounting for much of the 
swank business being done. Looks 
| like $37,000 on holdover, following 
| big first week of $50,000. Record 
high under policy is $56,000. 

Tommy Dorsey, New York— 
(Paramount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99). A 
smash $72,500 over Labor Day and 
another $50,000 on the second stanza 
through yesterday (Tues.) reflects 
|in a large measure the strong 
draught of Dorsey and his band. 
Picture is ‘Aloma of the South Seas’ 
|(Par). Show goes another week 
| starting today (Wed. ). 
| Glenn Miller, Boston—(RKO Bos- 
| ton; 3,200; 44-55-65). Coupled with 
| ‘Hurry, Charlie, Hurry’ (RKO), with 
| band getting little aid from screen, 
| Playing a solid week, with a five- 





| per-day sked over the weekend. Go- 
ing to terrific $30,000, which beats 
his gross.of a year ago by around 
$4,000. . 

















'WHAT IT TAKES TO BE- 
COME A “NAME-BAND”! 


@ Some honest, constructive 
advice and the “inside facts” 
about the danceband business, 
its true history, your problems, 
tonocracy and the jazz phan- 
tasy — all discussed, plus rare 
photos, in the new book 


"HOW THEY BECOME 
NAME BANDS” 


by Paul L. Specht, 


pioneer danceband | 
under whose direction 
were sponsored such “name- 
band” stars as Bob Chester, 
Charlie Spivak, Artie Shaw, Hal 
Kemp, Russ Morgan, Lou Breese, 
Ted Weems, Joe Venuti and 
many others. 








— radio’s 
maestro, 


Mail $2.00 for your copy, or write 


|for descriptive circular. Ad- 
| dress: Dept. M, Fine Arts Pub- 
lications, 17 W. 45th St., New 
York City. 
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was the biggest in sev- | 


4 INK SPO 


NEW RELEASE 


“HEY DOC” 


BACKED BY 


**| Don’t Want to Set the World on Fire’’ 


DECCA NO. 3987 
B 
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| 


The enduring friendship between Henry Busse and Paul Whiteman 
one of the nice stories of the hectic bu iness called music, and a new 
chapter of this compan onship comes to light with Busse’s engagement at 
the Edgewater Beack Hotel, Chicago 

Last summer Whiteman was a guest at the Edgewater Beach during his 
orchestra's engagement al the Chez Paree. He and managing directo! 
Dewey are old frie! and during the course of the visit Whiteman 
learned that the hotelman was looking for a ‘name’ band to open the fall |} 
and winter season in the Marine Dining Room Whiteman suggested 
Busse. assistant conductor and trumpeter of the former Whiteman band, 


and Dewey engaged the Busse outfit. 

The Whiteman-Busse friendship dates back to the ' t 
first symphonie jazz band on tke Coast 22 years ago. Busse, then in San 
Francisco, was engaged for the Whiteman orchestra he remained in 
it more than 10 years, accompanying Whiteman to Europe when he played 
in London, Berlin. Paris and Ostend. 


organization of the 


and 





Because they guest-starred recently on Dick Gilbert’s ‘Fifth Avenue 
Troubadour’ show at WOV, N. Y., Sammy Kaye and Vaughn Monroe were 
threatened with ‘reprisals’ by Alan Courtney, conductor of the same sta- 
tion’s 1130 Club. Kaye and Monroe, both of whom had appeared previ- 
ously on Courtney’s dise session, guested with Gilbert Aug. 29 and Sept. 2, 
respectively. Courtney contacted both leaders after they had set the 
dates with Gilbert and demanded that they appear on his 1130 Club, on 
those same dates, just 15 minutes ahead of Gilbert’s program. When they 
refused, he warned Kaye that he ‘would no longer be welcome at WoVy’ 
and told Monroe that his recordings would be shunned by the 1130 Club. 
Monroe’s answer ‘When the time comes that I can’t keep my word, 
I’ll quit the band business.’ 


wis 
vv « 





An indication of the healthier business done by various summer one- 
night stands the past season is in the take of Pleasure Beach Park, Bridge- 
port, Conn.—without the help of a single top-flight band name. Park 
figured it was about 33% ahead of last year’s total net when it wound up 
the season Aug. 31 with Jan Savitt. 

Spot played the big names from which it says it got no help, but every 
time one was booked the date was clubbed by bad weather, either heavy 
rain or excessive heat. Such incidents marred stands by Tommy Dorsey, 
Sammy Kaye, Bob Crosby, et al. It was the outfits lower in name pull, 
like Alvino Rey, Harry James, etc., that spelled the profit. The bigger 
bands did well, but not anywhere near what was expected of them. 





NBC is widening its name band broadcasts via shortwave to South 
America. Beginning this week Johnny Long’s band, at the New Yorker 
hotel, will be picked up on two half hours, Saturday, 10:15-10:45, and 
Mondays, 10:30-11 p.m. Net DX’s the jive southward with Spanish an- 
nouncements. 

Other crews picked up are Vincent Lopez, one-half hour in Spanish 
and another announced in Portuguese. Arturos’ band, at the McAlpin, 
ig also broadcast, and Sammy Kaye will go on when he goes into the 
Essex House, N.Y., late in October. 





Duke Ellington is drawing $1,000 weekly from Mercury Productions, 
Orson Welles’ RKO unit, for working on the music that Welles will use 
in the film for which he has signed Louis Armstrong. Production begins 
in January on the story based on the birth of jazz and written around 
Armstrong’s early life. 

Ellington has been on the Coast for months. His band is in the pit of 
the Mayan theatre, playing the legiter ‘Jump for Joy,’ scored by Ellington. 





Gertrude Bernstein, secretary to John Hammond, Columbia Records 
exec, and Jimmy Maxwell, trumpeter with Benny Goodman’s band, are 
to be married in New York Sunday (14). Miss Bernstein is a sister of 
Artie Bernstein, bass player, who was with Goodman. He’s now in Cali- 
fornia. 

Goodman’s band opéns at Frank Dailey’s Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, 
N. J., tomorrow night (Thurs.). Leader will be best man at the wedding. 





Palladium (Hollywood) booking of Alvino Rey and the King Sisters 
recalls to Coasters the fast progress made by the aggregation over a period 
of a year. Dance engagement will net the crew around $2,500 weekly, 
whereas a year ago they were doing odd jobs around town for scale. Band 
and singers first came to notice on the Don Lee station, KHJ, but never 
really hit their stride until they pulled stakes for the east. 

Woody Herman climbed on the stand at the Palladium, Hollywood, last 
Wednesday (3) evening and gave the downbeat on what he thought would 
be the band’s theme. Instead, the outfit broke loose with a wild version 
of ‘Daddy.’ Leader had become a father that morning for the first time. 
His wife gave birth to 4 girl at Cedars of Lebanon, Hollywood. 

Fletcher Henderson, who opens at the Roseland Ballroom, N.Y., Friday 
(13) for one week, is making an effort to rebuild his band with as many of 
the musicians that staffed his old band as he can get. He already has 
Claude Jones and Sande Williams coming back on trombones and Pops 
Russell, trumpet, and Mandy Johnson, drums. 











Ritz Roof, Boston, booked three bands.for this week as a boxoffice 
stimulant, and on Saturday night (6) got a strong dose of eonfusion. 

The tangle was so great, Terry Shand sat down at the piano when Frank 
Marti was maestroing and the first number was nearly over before Shand 
realized he wasn’t with his own crew. Third band was Benny Carter’s. 





From Orch to Hotel Biz 


In Musicana to Partner | Cleveland, Sept. 9. 

Richard T. Kollmar has sold his | Thixton Sprenger, co-leader of the 
{interest in Musicana, Inc., a smal] | Ambassador band, 
— house, 
dgar W. Hatfield. | of hotel. business. Singing pianist 
Actor-husband of Dorothy Kil-| from Grand Rapids, Mich., has be- 
allen, Broadway columnist for the | come manager of Hotel Carter’s 
. Y. Journal-American, said he was | Petite Cafe, where the outfit is en- 
retiring from the music publishing] tering its 10th month. 
business. He authored ‘Sing a Love| Charles Wick replaces Sprenger 
Song,’ published by his own firm. with the band. 


Kollmar Sells Interest 


- 


is withdrawing 











JAY LEVISON and RAY EVANS, Writers of “G’BYE NOW,” Say 


“HELLO THERE” 


The VICTORY Twins 


For Their Swell Vocals of “HELLO THERE” and “G’BYE NOW” 
In Their Theatre Presentation and On Their NBC Programs. 


LEVISON-EVANS MUSIC CORP., 336 W. 24th St., New York 


And Many Thanks To~ 
JOAN BROOKS’ NEW DUO 





to his partner,| from it to enter the managerial end | 








‘Kern, Bennett Doing 
Score on ‘Show Boat’ 


——_—— 


Cleveland, Sept. 9. 


Russel Bennett, radio bandmaster 
and arranger, is collaborating with 
| Jerome Kern on the latter's first 
concert opus which he has baptized 
‘Show Boat: Scenario for Orchestra.’ 
A symphonic version of music from 
the Kern - Hammerstein operetta 
based on Edna Ferber’s novel, they 
expect to have it finished by Sept. 15. 

Two composers as well as Miss 
Ferber have reserved seats at local 
Severance Hall for its Oct. 23 preem 
by the Cleveland Orchestra, under 
Artur Rodzinski’s baton. Conductor, 
who suggested the idea to Kern a 
year ago will also present it in Man- 


j 


| hattan in early November when he 


guest-conducts the New York Phil- 
harmonic Orchestra. 


Pubs File Civil 
Suits Against 
Song Leggers 








Indictment recently of 11 persons 
for the printing and distribution of 
the ‘Flash’ contraband songsheet has 
been followed by the filing of civil 
damage suits against the printers 
involved. The civil actions, brought 
last week in the N. Y. supreme court, 
named Fernando Costa and Alex- 
andro Aliani, co-owners of the 
printing plant in which U. S. De- 
partment of Justice men_ seized 
thousands of the illegal sheets. The 
indictments were handed down 
against this duo as well as nine 
others in the N. Y. federal court, 
Aug. 1. This makes the first time in 
several years that music men in 
New York have tied on a civil suit 
to a criminal case imyolving contra- 
band songsheets. 

Firms that brought the civil ac- 
tions and their tunes named in the 
complaint are Chappell & Co., 
‘Simpatica,’ ‘Amorillo,’ ‘Cherry Blos- 
soms on Capitol Hill,’ ‘Under Ari- 
zona Skies’ ‘The Last Time I Saw 
Paris’; M. Witmark, ‘The Merry 
Carrousel’ and ‘Moonlight and Tears’; 
Harms, Inc., ‘Below the Equator’; 
Santly-Joy-Select, ‘You Lucky Peo- 
ple You,’ ‘The Two Little Squirrels’ 
and ‘You’re Dangerous,’ and Sha- 
piro, Bernstein & Co., ‘The Pen of 
Stephen Foster,’ ‘When You Drive 
With an Old Sweetheart’ and ‘A 
Knife, a Fork and a Spoon.’ 


SPECIAL LICENSE FOR 
WIRED RADIO DISCS 


Use of for wired 
radio will require a special license 
after Sept. 30. Musie publishers have 
advised Harry Fox, agent and 
trustee, that he is to limit his Li- 
censes for transcriptions to ‘space 
radio when the current contracts 
expire at the end of this month, and 
that a separate license must be had 








transcription 


for renditions outside of this me- 
dium. 
It’s been the practice of Fox’s 


clients to allow transcription manu- 
facturers to service wired radio or- 
ganizations under the same license 
obtained for recordings leased to 
broadcasters. The wired radio angle 
has always been treated on the basis 
of an experimental license and en- 
tailing no extra fees. 





Pastor Newest Maestro 
Turning Music Publisher 





Albany, Sept. 9. 

Astor Music Corp. has been char- 
tered to conduct a business in mu- 
sical compositions of all kinds with 
principal offices in New York. Di- 
rectors are Tony Pastor, Charles 
Trotta and Ann Richardson. 

Pastor and Trotta each has 27% 
shares and the third director, 20 
shares. A Worcester, Mass., at- 
torney, Hugh McKay, filed the pa- 
pers. 





Pastor makes the latest band 
leader to enter the music publishing 
business. Trotta is his traveling 
manager, while Ann Richardson is 
with Consolidated Radio Artists, 





Inc., which books the Pastor unit, 


ge? 


15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending Aug. 30, 1941) 








You and I Ee EE Ee eee ee Pe TTT TET ee 
Do You Care? cccccccccesovenceccccceses oak »+.-.-Campbell 
Guess Have to Dream ReSt...ccceessssees GS ER Sate aO TES Block 
Bont Want Bel World On FitGiscacsccccccvcvercess . Cherio 
UE oct since eer ee ee Tee eee Fe Tere Ty PTT TCT eT Tree Marks 
peli ef. Serer re rerer rr re rerrrrrre yer er Tey ee Campbell 
PEOTIM TIOGD 066 0066400095080 040 6d 0 Kosi ree FeRederesdones Southern 
Daddy eT OT TTT TTT Tee TUTTE TTL are Ore eee Republic 
Green ZyeS cicoccocceccecess ee Perera re ee Southern 
ME pean cs wn aneesecoee EET TE CTT PPC EET TEE Tre Kaycee 
foo le ee” er eee er eer ry erer er. Southern 
Intermezzo ..... Seandeee8er PEER E EE TET Te rr 
Blue Champagne ..... ee a re ee ee ee es Encore 
pe a a re ere ee ee Pee Regent 
“Kiss the Boys Goodbye (‘Kiss Boys Goodbye’)...... «++.-Famous 
*Filmusical. 








NBC-CBS Plugs 


Following compilation of plugs on NBC and Columbdia’s New York out- 
lets covers the week beginning Sept. 1 (Monday) and ending Sept. 7 
(Sunday), from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m., and is based on daily recapitulations fur- 
nished by the Office of Research-Radio Division of the College of the City 
of New York. 





PUB- 

TITLE LISHER TOTAL 
You and I ca babhe s adea dad Cees bo NaNeaes teen a ae . & 
BO Oe BGT ov edosd 0400000000005 Se Mey en Campbell ....... 40 
RN Mis 64 ws aia od saan eee aR eet Rae as cae Southern ...... + 86 
i a Be a Ae eer eer 0 BRE eae 32 
Crees Fil FAAVG (0 DOGO TROBE og voices 5-600 0sacesees SE. crtie wre 145 30 
ME ccd wetenases Ce Arp? ho eer ere es CO eee - 29 
SPCOOR BOR: sien s'cnsase See ree ee ort Greg weer Southern . a. ae 
E Pree Cote OF Bee We ON onic k nivk 56 bs oso bd 0b ee sore aa 
PE Kccuiorieeccashe ere eee Te eee TE ee Te MUOOO 6 csc tere <a 
rT errere sen nee bs tod bg aise a gle WK aie Republic ....... — 
Cy Caree BOAVGN. oicccesccccs ae Ea eRERS ee Ra WEltee cciessccs 
Pome Ok Te TD FR iv o's 00s 55s sv keene eekenas ee - 19 
POOL A FOO COOURINY a oe winaes 0 6.646.660064 b00K00 bes ae a: a 
"Es PROVOUIO, 060.600 6 Mesh a sth dcke WX bie se boo een eae Melodylane ..... 19 
Se NSO FONT scot 0 cnnsveeessvesesecviacin Mutual ....... ae 
Hi Neighbor......... LEM GRT aaa wea tes Cha Pilsen cet eee a er . 18 
oS ainin d 4a cia oe co Oka aa Se +00 2% EO Campbell ...... - 18 
Don't Want to Set World on Fire............c0eeeee0e CEE. <a sas sees 17 
ee PCr eee Pe eee eT ee Schuberth ...... 16 
Yes, Indeed ES eee re ORE Eee Re EIR y oe Embassy ........ 16 
OAL Sek BOOO OU BOs serene hse 65-0840%45.594 010 808 aE re | 
OT re uvaradeSaRax) soa ee saa oreo we eee ae Vanguard ....... 14 
Shepherd’s Serenade .,......... .. Sheppard ....... 14 
Se EY POD och ca bes 6600000650 besebiweasen Radiotunes ..... 13 
CS a Be ee Te eee re ee ee BOutneTh .oscvce 13 
ee See. ES BS Ee ccénnwckecscnsoereduedebrwn i 13 
Blue Champagne....... aig eaalets io oy nn saseee hee 11 
Re ee ER, 5. 46 0 ean OO RS bee ¥.0 b00.60 ooh oe be ean PERE pecs rsas a | 
RE ile ccs ok Fe Ge HE a bee ee meee babes RES rr .. 
MFIEEIEE SE BEOUNOTHINHLAW. ccccoe sc cescctcwcesescoees Southern ...... . il 
Tr Cas cs cee deeesG REUSE ESSS GKE HELE RS O06 008 WER i. ee - 10 
POESEEE oc 4s+aeeud Peweeebe Se sidnees sien bincteseweebas 0) ee 10 
GOOEeN 45440k60% senesdesneeses ahah a Re dake beatae’ Oe. Se 10 
SN, SSG es ae eehsbi cc bc hace aeew canes Nationwide ...... 10 
Petree OIE SPONGE, COPOLIIR: oa o6c 66050-0s0 ce ye? Coane baee eo) a ae . 10 
cy oe he. | Se aE Ae Coe Pee ee res WRUNOE wi.caeeiee 10 
EO UO Be Ns 6:0 6.5.5'0.5:665 6:05.56 4 sha ese aa cece ER 4005000 10 





Mutual Network Plugs 


The following tabulation of network popular music performances is not 
confined to WOR, New York release for Mutual Broadcasting System, but 
also includes the entire MBS chain. Compilation herewith covers the week 
beginning Sept. 1 (Monday) and ending Sept. 7 (Sunday), from 8 a.m. to 
2 a.m, based on daily recapitulations furnished by Accurate Reporting 
Service and the MBS logs. 





TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
Kiss the Boys Goodbye—*Kiss Boys Goodbye........ Famous ......... 26 
Guess I’ll Have to Dream the Rest.............eceee0. | a 26 
i Be Eee bbe0ssdaebbessaeeucn<s . ee ee 25 
BE IE ONO is inns cabeswetbenebinens icae seve MEE "Cod gical owaine 23 
OOOR TGR. 5 asec ccccvccssccsess rey y TT TT TeTTa Tie .. Southern ...... . 2i 
Dons Want Bet World On Fire, scvccccccccctccvccess ee 21 
eee PObSES S060 bNOS FRCS S0 be08 ss cele neds Republic ....... — 
ee Bh SOT obncd bannen cde dWkske sen s0ieoereeseeawa Campbell .ceseces 19 
TO WB os ices ccasvas Piha bh ae was eek waka hanna BOUTNGTR cocccce 17 
WRONG GIS OO DET WOR kena esbediccuedsesciesvecesens EE aie aias Gi bier 16 
EO Dee Gy Geel BAW cen dcdecscsrbeccseevaerveceee PEERED oe 050.006 16 
are (eUbNbSS TEKEAEDAS SSO dR ea dette rat eoeruen MOOD cccccccva 15 
ME 3:4 unica bathe du Wekbeneeses ssbd5 Kes 00d eanwee eee 15 
PEUTOPR ..csvis wai SEE aR Re RN ROGGE cccccces 14 
EMIT s Nib 66 6.0:60-056056R0.0s 4005500 400 deed eee rrr 14 
You’re a Natural ..... PERASS OSU Gaesba take eeaeers WHIMOTE «cccvsse 14 
po TE ie Ts, a MOON sce sean 13 
I Know Why—*Sun Valley Serenade.............ee. eer eee 13 
Why Don’t We Do This More Often?..........ceees pp ee bode ns ooew 13 
es 55654 454 040050454058 455550068 (60 x4 ER TER Embassy 2.00000 13 
PURE. 5564059596 004 bbb ERS 0686845000 04500044008 an ah veesa ees 12 
Intermezzo ......... 655595565055 0550008 54054000 00 4 EL saiaee 28 
Peacelul in the Country, coccccccccccccccssccccecs oes OD -bcse0% soa de 
ek. PONE, b6-40.0000:4600606005006650000000048000606 EER ccase 11 


*Filmusical excerpt. 














THE TALK OF THE TOWN! 


SHEPHERD SERENADE 


Music by FRED SPIELMAN Lyrics by KERMIT GOELL 
RECORDED BY 


HORACE HEIDT » TOMMY TUCKER - TONY PASTOR 


COLUMBIA OKEH BLUEBIRD 
ART JARRETT = LANNY ROSS -_ DICK TODD 
VICTOR VICTOR BLUEBIRD 


(AND MORE COMING) 


SHEPPARD MUSIC CORP., 1619 Broadway, New York 
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Rah-Rah Song 
Licensmg Not 
With ASCAP OK 


ASCAP management declared yes- 
terday (Tuesday) that no permission 
had been extended to Thornton W. 
Allen, a publisher member, for the 
direct licensing of the firm's catalog 
of college music to broadcasters. The 
same source questioned whether Al- 
len’s notice to license direct was 
made in the form required by the 
consent decree which ASCAP had 
entered into with the U. S. Govern- 
ment, but it added that no action 
would be taken on the issue since a 
deal with radio was so close. 

Allen last week advised broad- 
casters that the former's collegiate 
tunes could be had on the basis of 
$3 for stations having a 1940 revenue 
of $50,000 or less, $5 for stations 
with billings between $50,000 and 
$150,000, and $7 for stations over 
$150,000. This would have made the 
first case of an ASCAP member 
clearing direct to users. 


BMI FORTIFYING 





AGAINST ‘PEACE | 


The BMlI-affiliated independent 
music publishers realize that they 
have had more or less of a field day 
for the nine months ASCAP 
been off the air, but are fortifying 
themselves by holding back ‘extra 


strong’ new song material to go into |nently fair and equitable basis for 


been 


competition with ASCAPers now 

that the radio-music war is ended. 

Admittedly, the competition will 
tougher all around, especially 


be 





NO CBS STATEMENT 


Net Left It Up to NAB Release on 
Peace. 





CBS executive offices announced 
yesterday afternoon (Tuesday) that 
it did not plan on issuing a state- 
ment of its own on the settlement 
of the ASCAP issue, but would leave 
it to the NAB to point out in its 
own press release that CBS, as well 
as NBC, had entered into pacts with 
the society. 

ASCAP board met yesterday aft- 
ernoon to pass upon the settlement 
of a financial matter outstanding 
with Columbia, which was to be- 


come part of the peace pact, and also | 
give official approval to the various | 
contract forms involved in the gen- | 
eral peace with the breadcasting in- | 


dustry. 


NAB Prez in Statement 
Recommends Acceptance 


Of ASCAP Agreement 


Neville Miller, president of the 
National Association of Broadcasters, 
late yesterday afternoon (Tuesday) 
issued a statement recommending 
that members accept the new NBC 
licensing contracts. 

‘The executive committee of the 
NAB,” declared Miller, ‘has had am- 
ple opportunity to study, through a 
of 








series meetings, the terms and 


| conditions of the proposed ASCAP 


| contract. 


has | 


executive committee that these terms 


in their present form are highly sat- 


isfactory and also broadcasters who 


| desire to use ASCAP music, an emi- 


| made 


such provision having 


the various operating 


use, 
for 


| problems which confront the indus- 


with so many new and indie music | 


pubs which have tasted the fruits of 
a song hit and want to continue in 
business. 


John O'Connor Stricken 


John O'Connor, Fred Waring’s 
manager and member of the board of 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers, is ill in St. 
Joseph's Hospital, Albuquerque, 
N. M. He is in the same hospital as 
Jack Malloy, Hearst ex- 
ecutive, whom O'Connor went out to 
visit. 

O'Connor was removed Thursday 
(25) from a westbound plane in 
Kansas City, where he remained for 
a couple of days, and then went on 
by train to Albuguerque. Nature of 
his illness not known in New 


York. 


Witmark Asks Quiz 


newspaper 


is 


M. Witmark & Sons will apply to | 


the N. Y. supreme court today 
(Wednesday) for permission to ex- 
amine Joseph Meyer and B. G. De 
Sylva before trial n connection 
with a $50,000 g the 
songwriters against the music firm 
Meyer and De Sylva claim Witmark 
sold their song, ‘California Here I 
Come,’ to 20th-Fox without pern 
sion for $150. 

Authors say that while Witmark 


had permission to publish the song, 
it had no permission to sell it. Song 
Was used in ‘Rose cf Washington 
Square.’ 


| try. 


| ditions 


The NAB therefor recommends 
favorable consideration of that form 
of contract which best suits the sta- 


| tion’s individual operating need. 


‘The contract in its present form,’ 
continued the statement, ‘achieves 
principles for which broadcasters 
have been contending for many 
years. It enables broadcasters to 
take their choice of a blanket con- | 
tract for all ASCAP music, or to 
purchase this music for the programs 
on which it is played. Moreover, the 
contract reduces ubstantially the 
basis which our industry has hith- 
erto been compelled to pay.’ 

‘The proposed contracts with 
ASCAP, in their final form,’ said | 
Miller, ‘will be mailed to all stations 
within the next few days and will 


be subjected to the scrutiny and ap- 
proval of the individual broadcaster.’ 
Miller added that the terms and con- 


of the proposed contracts 


were acceptable, he had been in- 
formed, to NBC and CBS. Signatur- 
jing by these networks, it is under- 
stood, is contingent upon the agree- 
ment of affiliated stations to bear 
their portion of the cost of the license. 
Sosnik’s Herbert Album 
osnik’s Herbert Alb 
Harry So i Ne re ed a ew 
aibum of Victor Herbe i o! 
he Xmas trade on De 
Maestro has made eig and 
do the final two sides of the five- 
platter album this week, employing 
an all-string orchestra of 18, plus 


| choir, and sans brass. 














aaciaaies: 


It is the concensus of the |} 








The Inextinguishable Conflagration 


I DON’T WANTTO SET 
THE WORLD ON FIRE 


TOMMY TUCKER—OKEH 6320 
HORACE HEIDT—COLUMBIA 36295 
THE CHARIOTEERS—OKEH 633 
DICK ROBERTSON—DECCA 3981 
MITCHELL AYERS—BLUEBIRD 11275 
BON BON—DECCA 3986 


CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, INC. 


1585 Broadway, New York City 


f 


| 
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Society Execs’ meeting With 
Klauber Gave Impetus to 
Settlement — Both Nets 
May Resume ASCAP 
Music Simultaneously 
Sept. 28 





—_—__—_ 


SHEPARD’S ‘THREAT’ 


Executive committee of the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters at 
a meeting the Hotel Roosevelt, 
iN. Y¥., yesterday afternoon (Tues- 
day) endorsed the contract forms 
negotiated between the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers and the two older net- 
works, NBC and Columbia. The 
committee’s action brought to an 
end, officially, the war between 
these two interests which started in 
|March, 1939, and which resulted in 
the absence of ASCAP music on the 
of America’s broad- 
1941. 
Along with the committee’s endorse- 
| ment came an announcement that 
| Columbia, like NBC, had agreed to 
terms and conditions with ASCAP. 


| Settlement of the issue took on 
impetus last Wednesday (3), when at 


| 
| 


in 


| 
| 
| 


major portion 
casting facilities since Jan. 1, 


NBC’s suggestion ASCAP executives | 


arranged for a meeting with Edward 
Klauber, CBS executive v.p. At 
Klauber’s own request, David Podell, 
special ASCAP counsel, also attend- 
ed the conference at Columbia head- 
quarters. In this three-hour session 


Klauber submitted a number of con- | 


| ditions that he stated he was anxious 

to have included in the new licensing 
contract forms. Some of these were 
rejected by ASCAP spokesmen as 
to grant, while others, 
which involved slight legalities, were 
conceded. CBS and ASCAP lawyers 
| worked on the phrasing of 
clause changes last 
until the early hours 
morning (Tuesday ). 


impossible 


of- yesterday 
Shepard Asks Separate Deal 

Shepard, 3d, 
Colonial 


head of the 
networks, 


Mon- 


John 
and 


an eleventh-hour move 


Yankee 


stagea 


headquarters with a request that he 
be permitted to 
contracts for regional networks 
declared that if regionals had to pay 
the same commercial fee (294% 


required for national networks there 


would exist a state of discrimination 


which the ASCAP-Government con- 


sent decree specifically bars. It was 
Shepard's idea that regionals be re- 
quired to pay the same fee (2'2‘,) 
s for local business. The ASCAP 
inagement advised Shepard that 
e questi > posed was st 
egal one and that that angle i 
ve to be disposed of befo ASCAI 
could decide whethe yuld 1 
a difierent deal for regionals. Sh 
ard retorted that ile ASCAP 
nediately consented ) a separa 
contract for egional le Vv ld op 
pose endorsement of any othe 
tracts before the NAB exe 


committee. 

NBC and CBS declared yesterday 
(Tuesday) that they were not par- 
ticularly concerned with Shepard’s 
stand. They would neither favor nor 
oppose. They themselves had 
gional networks. If Shepard had his 
way they would be the gainers. If 
not, the difference of the half per- 
cent did not make it worth arguing 
about. 


28th Start 
As for the date of the resumption 


Sept. 


are that the opening of NBC and 
| will be simultaneous. 
affiliates, 


its 


ifrom all 








NAG OKa TEAMS 


these | 
week and again | 


day (8) when he appeared at ASCAP | 


negotiate separate 
He 


) as 


re- | 


of ASCAP music, NBC is pointing | 
toward Sept. 28 and the indications | 


Columbia facilities to ASCAP music | 
CBS has re- | 
ceived approval of its network deal | 
| while NBC 
| has yet to obtain the okay from the 


PEACE AT LAST 





Canadian Jobbers Worry American 


| 





overwhelming majority that it wants 
| to have at hand when announcing 
| Se resumption date. NBC was of 
ithe impression yesterday morning 
| (Tuesday) that it would wait a few 
days before making known to 
ASCAP and advertising agencies the 
opening date for ASCAP’s reper- 
| toire. 





One of the changes in the contract 
conditions asked by Klauber had to 
| do with the matter of the right to 
j}arrange. Klauber thought that in 
|the event a large group of ASCAP 
| publishers decided to withdraw the 
| right of arrangement of their works, 
{the licensee should have the privi- 
lege of bringing in arbitrators to 
| determine whether such withdrawal 
|constituted a diminuation of the 
| ASCAP repertoire. 
| The meeting between Klauber and 
| the ASCAP group marked their first 
resumption of cordial relations since 
the CBS v.p. walked out of a meet- 
ing at ASCAP in March, 1939. Klau- 
ber declared himself as anxious for 
the acrimony between the two in- 
dustries to end and that both sides 








would engage in amiable relations. 
With the signing of contract, 
|ASCAP will release the networks 


and affiliate stations of all infringe- 
ment violations from Jan. 1, 1941, to 
date. It is understood that before 
the contract forms receive the 
tual signatures of NBC, 
and ASCAP they will have been 
gone over by Thurman Arnold, as- 
sistant U. S. attorney general, 
Podell’s request. 
radio situation cleared up, Podell is 
expected to resume his special ser- 


aes 








ac- | 
Columbia | 


Pubs As a Possible Frankenstein 


Some American publishers are be- 
ginning to regard with misgiving 
their assignment of printing rights 
to Caradian jobbers. In easing 
things for the Canadian music busi- 
ness, these publishers now wonde? 
whether they have created a com- 
petitor for the rights to British 
tunes, since Canadian jobbers have 
got in the practice of going direct 
to London for their rights. 

Because the shipping and dutv 
costs made the retail price of Amer- 
ican publications prohibitive in 
Canada, American pubs some time 
ago arranged to let the Canadian 
jobbers do their own printing of such 
music and to pay a royalty fee. It’s 
been the custom for many years of 
a London publisher to include the 
Canadian rights when disposing of 
the American rights to firms in the 


United States. Being now in the 
publishing business on their own, 


the Canadian jobbers see no rezson 
why they shouldn't go direct to Lon- 
don for the rights to new releases. 

What disturbs the American pubs 
is the thought that -the Canadian 
jobbers may try to go a step further 
with this arrangement and induce 
the London publishers to transfer to 


them the American as well as the 
Canadian rights. Under such con- 
dition the arrangement of the past 
would be reversed. Instead of 


American pubs farming rights to Ca- 
nadian jobbers, the latter would be 
farming out a sub-agency to Amer- 


| ican publishers. 


at | 
With the ASCAP- | 


In some publisher quarters the 
opinion is still held that, excepting 
; tunes of strictly patriotic nature, 


Canada hasn't the exploitive poten- 











vices in the U, S. department of | tialities for song-making and that a 
| justice. Arnold had consented to popular number must first be made 
| Podell taking a leave of absence soa hit in the United States before 
that he could represent ASCAP in| sheet music consumers in Canada 
| the proposed anti-trust proceedings. ' will go for it. 

_— LL | 
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COLUMBIA 
36244 — KAY KYSER 


BLUEBIRD 
611235—GLENN MILLER 


VICTOR 
27528 — BARRY WOOD 
27534 — ART JARRETT 





"RANCHO GRANDE” e "BREEZE AND !” 
“AMAPOLA” e “YOURS”, and Many: More 


COWBOY SERENA 


DECCA 
3989 — TONY MARTIN 
3983 — RUSS MORGAN 

Actersed Soon — ROY ROGERS 

Relessed Soon — ROY SMECK 

OKEH 
6266 — GENE KRUPA 
6310 — CHARIOTEERS 















RECORDS 
ON SALE EVERYWHERE 





| 


RCA BUILDING 


ORCHESTRATIONS, SHEET MUSIC 





ON SALE EVERYWHERE 


EDWARD B. MARKS MU'SIC CORPORATION 
RADIO CITY 
FRANK HENNIGS, General Professionai Manager 
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MARDEN’S RIVIERA 


(ENGLEWOOD, N. J.) 





Harry Richman, Phil Baker, Joan 
Merrill, Gower & Jeanne, Carol 
King, 24 Chester Hale Girls, Pancho 
and Fausto Curbelo 
$3.50 minimum. 





Phil Baker is the big news of this, | 
the September editien of Ben Mar- 
den’s Riviera revue. Harry Rich- 
man is standard; the show is stand- 
ard: Marden is standard (but on the 
gold, the way he’s been shilling mo- 
tor traffic over that George Wash- 
ington bridge at 50c a crack)—but 
for Baker it’s a case of the prodigal 
son being back in his metier. And 
welcome! 

Firstly, ever since, Baker stopped 
selling Dole’s Pineapple Juice, and 
forsook Beetle and Bottle two sea- 
sons ago, his show biz career is best 
self-kidding!y summed up, ‘What a 
parlay—All in Fun’ and ‘Charley's 
Aunt.’ This refers to a costly mu- 
sical which dented the Baker bank- 
roll no end, ard his last month's 
attempt of a road tour with ‘Char- 
ley,’ also abortive, although a tech- 
nical success in the histrionic depart- 
ment. 

But apart from the goodwill so 
generously manifested, the main idea 
for show biz is that it’s a new Phil 
Baker, a streamlined, advance 1942 
model of well-poised, personable and 
engaging funster who should take 
his place with the elect in the cafe 
circuit, etc. 

Cafes are mentioned because, pri- 
marily, after you say Richman, Joe 
E. Lewis, Holtz or Sophie Tucker, 
Hildegarde, the DeMarcos and a cou- 
ple of others—that’s all brother! And 
the good ones can write their own 
cover charges. Furthermore, here’s 
where you really meet the right peo- 
ple, but in closeup. And it’s a dandy 
springboard back to the air, the 
screen and the rostrum. What's left 
after that? 


For the record, therefore, in con- 
trast to a Variety file report of years | 
back, Baker is sans accordion; sans 
box plant (Sid Silvers, too, has 
done all right for himself in the 
interim) and sans 
Beetle and Bottle. 





small 
(Shapiro-Seelen-Lee get 
if somewhat anonymous billing for | 
the material) and withal walk off | 
with a strong personal score. 
‘Mr. Ickes’ wordage is topical and | 


talk, dish up special lyrics 


saucy; ditto the saga of Cole Shapiro, | : 
the Pepsi-Cola jingles, | smooth routine. 
which Baker does in sundry styles. | 


author of 


He makes reference to the Be- 
witched, Bewildered & Bernstein 
Music Pub. Co.; he does a creditable 
Charles Boyer with a ‘Love Tech- 
riique’ routine that’s as subtle as 
Irish Justice, but clicks on his per- 
sonal delivery all the way. 

For the rest, Harry Richman is 
Richman, a seasoned, surefire. self- 
assured songster who decided to go 


whimsical with a Jolson ‘Sonny Boy’ — 


done in blackface. Idea was great, 
but the corking and cleaning up not 
worth the effort, so that’s out now. 

As a matter of fact, anything after 
the premiere show must have been 
like two other fellers. The 90 min- 
utes’ fol-de-rol was a half-hour too 
long, but the ingredients are unde- 
niable and the pacing for improve- 
ment too obvious. 

Among the pruning, it’s inevitable 
that some of the patriotic flag-wav- 
ing must be sheared; even George 
M. could wear out the American 
flag welcome the way it was piled 
on here. It ran the gamut from 
*Mr. Smith’ to a rah-rah finale, with 
the national emblem lowered, the 
Bals in scignee Uncle Sam getups, 
and to make sure, a medley of 
‘Uncle Sam Gets Around,’ ‘America, 
I Love You’ and ‘God Bless Amer- 
ica,’ which dared one not to rise to 
his feet. 

Richman could and should do more 
of his ballads. His ‘There Goes That 
Song Again’ is a new one and a 
peach; ‘Can't Give You Love Baby’ 
is likewise standard. The concert 
hokum displayed good pianistic dex- 
terity but the balladeer is essential- 
ly a lyric salesman of torchers and 
sentimentals, and undoubtedly, by 
now, has extended his repertoire as 
the rest of it was sheared. 

Gower & Jeanne, in their fourth 
month here, are making it a stock 
engagement—and deservedly—with 
their unigue ballroomology. They're 
destined for the heights as American 
dancers. But kids now, they've al- 
ready made marked impress on audi- 
ences in class niteries like the Rain- 
bow Room and Riviera, the de luxe 
picture houses, etc. They erred un- 
wittingly by doing five routines in 
a longish show although, as it de- 
veloped, they plugged the wait until 
Richman de-blackfaced himself. 
However, the applause seemed genu- 
ine to the degree it seemed they 
were responding over-generously 
when they might better have left 
them hungry. 

Joan Merrill, Al Siegel alumna, is 
a cinch for this mammoth roadhouse 
or any other inn or nitery. She was 
handicapped a bit here by (1) 
marked nervousness, and (2) a coiff 
and gown that sold her short. She’s 
been around now for two years, and 


! 


ia drive 


os, 8 ace | white ties and Whiteman in white 


‘ | coat . . sers 
the scene on his own, make with the YT , dark trousers. 


| ’ 
composite | Whiteman band, swings through her | CURLY Ss, MPLS. 


even in her break-in period showed 
to better sartorial advantage, so 
| that’s but a detail. Her ‘Daddy,’ ‘In- 
| termezzo,. ‘How Did He Look?’ and 
Latin In Me’ make for a strong 
routine: she did two of them, at 


| least, for Victor platters and they’ve 


Orchestras; | clicked on wax as in person. 
} ae | 


Carol King’s clicko ‘Blue Danube 
Waltz’ toe specialty is a fetching, 
whirling routine, and again she has 
an opportunity at the helm of the 
Hale Girls’ Riding Ballet. — 

Marden plans keeping things run- 
ning as long as the weather permits, 
and he should do all right in that 
department, considering the prox- 
imity of this Jersey inn to mid- 
town Manhattan. It’s no small con- 
venience for guys and gals who 
think that a subway ride to 72d 
street is a sleeper jump; and hence 
across the Washington 
Bridge is tantamount to a jaunt into 
the country. . : 

P.S.—Sam Salvin-s cutsine is still 
no small attraction. Abel. 


COMMERCIAL HOTEL 


(ELKO, NEV.) 
Elko, Nev., Sept. 8. 
Paul .Whiteman’s Orch, Dolly 
Mitchell, Rosita & Deno, Murtah Sis- 
ters, Robinson Twins, Frank Howard. 








Paul Whiteman and his_ boys 
streamed into this bustling (4,250 
pop.) Nevada town two days before 
show opening at Commercial hotel 
lounge to make themselves at home 
in western fashion. Most of them 


once they're in. After the novelty 
wears off it’s difficult to see what's 
ahead, but room is susceptible to 
same showmanship axioms that hold 
for similar spots. 

The Wayne ensemble includes Jose 
Moran, piano; Joe Pase, trumpet; 
Steve Valera, drums; Stanley Wolkie, 
accordian, and Ephram = Garcia, 
string bass, with Wayne thumping 
the special set of Cuban drums. En- 
semble is accomplished and filling its 
niche here. Vocals are taken care of 
mostly by Linda Garcia, but others 
have a hand in it. Marguerite 
English is solo act and sings between 
sets and at hours when ensemble is 
not needed. Opening-night patrons’ 
chatter and general noise left little 
room for vocal contributions, and 
two gals will have to wait to get in 
their best licks. 

Room intends to add considerably 
to its food rep, especially at the no 
minimum, no cover rates. Quin. 


@85 CLUB, CHI 








Chicago. Sept. 3. 


Conrads, Johnny Howard, Julio 
Garcia Orch (5); $1.50 minimum. 





This smart dinner-and-supper room 
is humming with activity, and cur- 
rent show is certain to keep the cus- 
tomers happy, having plenty of va- 
riety and good, solid talent. 

Louise Shannon opens with some 
good, stylized taps. Gal is. plenty at- 
tractive and knows how to sell it. 
Next comes June Carson, warbler of 
the boogie-woogie school, who keeps 
the joint jumping with some solid 
interpretations. Numbers _ include 
‘Whatcha Know, Joe?’ and ‘Rhum- 
boogie,’ which arrangement is remi- 
niscent of the Andrews Sisters. 

Unusual dance creations of the 
Conrads are in the Latin manner, 





bought cowboy hats and a few 
sported boots to mingle with the 


well suited to this spot. Although 


ranchers and cattle people in town | hampered by the small floor, team 
for the Elko County Fair and the! scores nicely in an opener with ra- 


Paul Whiteman show this week. 

Opening Saturday night (6) 
clicked in top form. After three 
weeks’ layoff, Whiteman whipped 
band inte good form in two days’ re- 
hearsing. Commercial lounge was 
jammed to 260 capacity. 

On crowded platform, 18 men fan- 
fared Whiteman on to floor and into 


‘Rhapsody in Blue,’ well ~layed to 
| fine hand. Band _ well-dressed in 
blue trousers, red, short jackets, 


Dolly Mitchell, first time on with 


songs like a veteran. 


She won good 
applause. Rosita and Deno, tiny 


The | dance team wno played here last | 


year, came on to 


top response. 
Capable ballroom 


dancers have 


Murtah Sisters, a trio of okay 
{singers who gagged their way into 
top spot with audience, has a well- 
| timed turn that livened up the house. 
|They had trouble getting off. 

Robinson Twins do neat tap act, get- 
ting warm response. 
| Frank Howard, baritone singer 
| with Whiteman, does well with his 
|} ballads. Called back for encore. 
Whiteman outfit closes with yester- 
tunes. Buddy Wood on piano 
soloed to good applause, sax section 
ditto on ‘Star Dust,’ maestro himself 
}on with four .other fiddles does well 
with ‘Day Is Done.’ 

Then Willie Rodriguez swings out 
;}on his drums to fine applause, while 
| Mike Pingatore, next, wowed them 
| with his fast banjoing. Murray Mc- 
|Eachern is another’ instrumental 
click from the band. Whiteman 
spiels off for nice close. 

Whiteman playing here nine days, 
then to Coast. 

Sam Rosey, San Francisco, booked 
Commercial through the Beverly 
Hills William Morris Agency. He 
was here from Coast to catch show. 

Rode. 


DRUM ROOM, K. C. 


(HOTEL PRESIDENT) 
Kansas City, Sept. 3. 
Hal Wayne Orch (6) with 
| Garcia; Marguerite English. No 
minimum, no cover. 


Past few vears the Hotel President 
has debated what type of entertain- 
;ment spot to set up on its 14th and 
| Baltimore corner, finally opening 
this ultra-modern Drum Room Fri- 
day night (29). 

Room itself is the last word in this 
town, probably in this territory, with 
a circular bar and lounge on the 
Baltimore level and a restaurant and 
dance square on the 14th street 
level. Outlay is listed at 75 ‘grand, 
goodly part of which went for build- 
ing’s remodelling to achieve the two- 
level floor idea. Appointments are 
most modern, including the only 
; electric eye doors for miles around 
and an intricate and thorough p.a. 
| system. Murals and interior deco- 
rations by Wincld Reiss give some 
idea of thoroughness of management. 

On the entertainment side man- 
agement is as thorough, if not as ex- 
tensive. Hal Wayne, with his rhumba 
and conga ensemble, is a natural for 
opening the room with his featured 
drum work, but as a name or magnet 
he’s unknown here. Currently the 
curiosity of the gg is enough of 

t 








an attraction for e room, and 
Wayne satisfies nicely on dance 
tunes and special conga rhythms 


Linda | 


| dium effects and a slow rhumba en- 


core. Fine possibilities. 
Johnny Howard m.c.s throughout, 


j;and on his own offers a novei but 


| thoroughly enjoyable act, which in- 
| cludes some swell whistling, a well- 
done dramatic bit and some pretty 
fair vocalizing. Howard makes a 
good m.c. and is a natural for this 
room. 

Julio Garcia orch 
show and authentic 
dancing. 


a good 
stuff for 
Loop. 


plays 
Latin 


Minneapolis. Sept. 3. 
Bob Zurke’s Orch (6), Jimmy 
Hegg, Ross Sisters 
|no cover or minimum, 





| This comparatively low-tariff spot 
| occasionally splurges on a name act 
for its usually modestly budgeted 
floor show. Currently, Bob Zurke, 
|now in his fifth week here after a 
| two-month engagement at a 
| Twin City club, holds the spotlight 
and, apparently, is helping to pack 
{the fair-sized room to _ capacity 
nightly. , 
| With a local pick-up orchestra, 
| the old ‘tom cat of the keys’ plays 


| for dancing and does an individual 
specialty. ~He’s in fine fettle and 
|his trick stuff, nifty interpolations, 


| distinctive touches and unusual ar- 

rangements wham the guests. 

old standbys as ‘Honky Tonk Train,’ 

‘Tea for Two,’ etc., with which he 

long has been associated, are the 

usual surefires. 

| Balance of the performance is of 

| lightweight proportions in quantity 

j}and quality. The Ross Sisters are 
tall and willowy dancers of average 
ability who appear twice during the 

| show. Ballantine does many of the 

;conventional sleight-of-hand, card 

|3im other tricks while blindfolded. 

' 

' 

| 

| 

| 


Jimmy Hegg. a fixture here, is an 
extremely personable emcee who, on 
| occasion, vocalizes pleasantly. 

Rees. 





'‘Shuberts Win Removal 
Of Name From Burley 


Philadelphia, Sept. 9. 

The Shubert interests, which op- 
erate the Forrest and Locust, legiters 
here, have finally succeeded in get- 
ting their name taken off the Shu- 
| bert, a local burley house. Here- 
|after, the spot will be known as the 
| Follies burlesque theatre. Operated 
by Rube Bernstein, it will be opened 
next week. 

Lee and J. J. Shubert have had no 
connection with the operation of the 
Shubert for more than 10 years. 
Once one of the top legiters in Philly, 
the Shubert has been a burley house 
and filmer on and off since 1931. 


: 


N. Y. Nitery Followup 
$o000seseseeernseseosect 


Cafe Bagatelle on East 52d is one 
of the newer and nicer rooms, in 
effective Vernon Macfarlane decor, 
hosted by Jimmy Savini and Joe 
Fernandez, latter ex-Mon Paris. A 
smart interior, its emphasis is on 
cuisine with Dick Watson’s spright- 
ly dance trio giving out ‘society’- 
| type dansapation. 





Louise Shannon, June Carson, The |! 


(2), Ballantine; | 


local | 


Such ‘| 








—, 


| Wilder, dos Passo | 


en CONtinued from page 2 

vention, which will discuss postwar 
literature, the two paragraph-makers 
will tour the war spots gathering 
items for their notebooks, They will 
be back in three or four weeks and 
will probably be accompanied by 
Robert E. Sherwood, the playwright, 
presently in London. 

Yesterday (9) Ensign James 
Gratiot, former assistant manager of 
the news bureau at the Los Angeles 
end of the Transcontinental and 
Western Air Line, was slated to 
Clipper to Londontown as another 
observer for Uncle Sam’s Navy, ar- 
riving here from L. A. on TWA Mon- 
day (8). 

An unusual ceremony was _ spot- 
lighted at the airport Sunday (7) 
night when Charles Pettijohn III, 
grandson of the general counsel for 
the Motion Picture Producers and 
Distributors, was ‘presented’ with a 
membership card in the TWA Strato- 
liner Club as the youngest passenger 
to round-trip ocean-to-ocean on the 
sTWAtoliners. A _ four-week old 
babe when he flew in from L. A. five 
weeks ago, the infant left for the 
Coast right after the ‘presentation,’ 
again accompanied by his grand- 
father and a nurse. 

June Havoc was a Saturday (6) 
TWA-inbound rider from the Coast. 
A. J. Cronin, the British medico- 

















2 NEW SUNDAY 
SHOW SPOTS 


Two new Sunday afternoon and 
evening name band and vaude 
propositions are to get underway the 
end of this month, one in Trenton, 
N. J., and the other at Rochester, 
N. Y . Al and Belle Dow have taken 
over Memorial Hall, Trenton, and 
expect to run four shows each Sun- 
day, two in the afternoon and two 
at night. No opening bill set. 

Jimmy Evans, who runs the Arena, 
New Haven, Conn., on a _ similar 
policy, is making final negotiations 
for the Rochester Auditorium, and 
expects to open about the same time 
as the Dows, about Sept. 28. Evans 
tried Sunday shows at the County 
Center, White Plains, N. Y., last year, 
but dropped them before the season 
was over. 


DET. NITERY MAN GOES 
IN FOR FITE PROMOTION 


Detroit, Sept. 9. 
Having learned something about 
show business in building up his 








author, boarded the same sTWAto- 
liner at Chicago for the ride to! 
Gotham. Sally Rand was off in a) 
TWA ship to St. Loo for a personal 
appearance fan-dangle. 

Burgess Meredith was off via TWA 
to L. A. Friday (5) after missing the 
sTWAtoliner the day before; the fol- 
lowing sTWAtoship had William 
Schirer, of ‘Berlin’ Diary’ note, | 
on his way back to L. A. after a| 
short looksee in this Town of Tene- 
ments and Tinsel. Other TWAers | 
of the week included Clarence 
Menser, NBC program director, off 
to L. A. to arrange a super-super 
program; Mrs. Arturo Toscanini, in 
from the Coast; Arlene Whelan, 
filmaid, back to the shops at Holly- 
wood after a wee bit of vacation, and 
lin from Chi, Lieut-Commander 
|Edward Peabody, director of music | 
j}and entertainment at the Great | 
| Lakes Naval Station, who was Banjo | 
| Eddie before the Navy called. } 
| Despite the galloping uptrend in 
national defense traffic, guys and} 
| gals from show biz and their cousins | 
| have been filling United Air Liner | 
| seats regularly this past quarter of | 
the calendar page. Mrs. Carmen} 
Lombardo, for instance, stepped into 
the red-white-blue UAL Mainliner 
bound for Cleveland the other night- 
time. Aboard the same ship were 
two recruits from the local nite-| 
club wars, Peggy Fears and ‘Honey- | 
chile’ Wilder. Another recent New| 
York-Cleveland fiyer-rider was Abe | 
Lyman. 

Andrews Hurry Up 

The week’s UAL schedules also | 
| saw the Andrews Sisters in from Chi | 











| 





| 


}one minute and off to Philadelphia | 
the next; Spyros Skouras, prexy of | 
National Theatres, 20th-Fox sub-| 
sidiary, and one of the national air- | 
ways’ best clients, hopped the long- 


est one-direction flights  possible| 
within the borders of Uncle | 
Sam's home town, when he flew 


United’s Continental to Seattle from . 
New York. Charlie Darroch, of the | 
Skouras outfit, was another United | 
paying-guest, from N. Y. to Salt Lake 
City, and the week noted that Mary | 
Boland shook off the Broadway and | 
summer theatre dust, Mainlining to 
iL. A. 

The United Mainliners also 
brought to town the material for one | 
of the week’s most unusual radio 
shows, when two routeman for the| 
Roberts Dairy, of Omaha, Lincoln, 
and Sioux City, and their wives, 
came to town to be the first Grade-A 
milkmen ever interviewed on Stan 
Shaw’s ‘Milkman’s Matinee.’ 

Joan Fontaine was in, the Ameri- 
can way, from the Coast and off 
again in a flash to Maine to join her 
husband, Brian Aherne, on a fishing 
voyage while Eastern Air Lines 
brought to town Radio City’s Leon 
Leonidoff, who had been to Washing- 
ton. Dorothy Thompson, of the 
‘Don’t ask me any questions’ Thomp- 
sons, was skedded to fly EAL to 
Richmond but elected to take the 
train at the last minute becuz ’twas 
raining. 








Whiteman’s H’wood Date 


Hollywood, Sept. 9. 

Paul Whiteman will take his band 
into Florentine Gardens early in De- 
cember following an_ eight-week 
stretch at the Palace in Frisco. 

Whiteman must remain on the 
Coast for the Burns and Allen air- 
Jshow for Swan. 








oe 


Bowery, Hamtramck nitery, into a 
sock biz-getter, Frank Barbaro is 
carrying the flash into his new side- 
line of fight promotion. Sponsoring 
a white-hope tourney among heavy- 
weights—he intends to start it off 
with 62 three-round bouts between 
124 entries gathered throughout the 
country—Barbaro was asked by the 
State Boxing Commission to put up 
$15,000 to assure the prizes. 

He did the next morning, in cash. 
A $1,000 bill wrapped around a wad 
of lesser denominations caught all 
the sports’ pages. 


WSM ‘Opry’ Extends 
Vaude Tour to Oct. 15 


Nashville, Sept. 9. 
WSM's ‘Grand Ole Opry’ tent show 
has been extended through Oct. 15. 
Show originally set to fold Sept. 1. 
Lee Wiles and Tom Woods, road 
managers, report turnaway crowds 
at every stand, with 16,000 average 
weekly attendance. Show has 
grossed well over $4,000 per week 
since it’s been on road. 
WSIX'’s roadshowing of ‘Old Coun- 


ry Store,’ its Saturday afternoon 
hillbilly skit, reports good attend- 
ance. Main limitation is capacity of 


tent, which seats 700. ‘Country Store’ 
will not tour beyond area where 
WSIX is heard. 


Deny Stripper New Trial 
On ‘Indecency’ Conviction 
Toledo, ©., Sept. 9 
Plea of Ada Brockett, 23, known 
as ‘Zorita,’ for a new trial has been 
denied by Police Judge Homer A. 
Ramey, who overruled her attorney's 
motion for a new hearing on the 
charge of indecent exposure. Judge 
Ramey set Sept. 15 as the date when 
Miss Brockett must appear to be 
sentenced. Her attorney said he 
would file a bill of exceptions to 
carry the case to a higher court. 
Dancer was arrested Aug. 15 while 
appearing at the Kentucky Klub, and 


lis under $1,000 bond furnished by 
| James Karas, its proprietor. Jury 
found her guilty. Maximum §sen- 
tence for the charge is six months 


in the workhouse and a fine of $200 
and costs. 


Back to Nature 


Capt. Bob Jewell of American Air- 
lines, on the N.Y.-to-Memphis run, 
gave a one-man magico show at the 
Queensboro theatre in Long Island, 
near LaGuardia Airport, Saturday 
(6) for benefit of the Air Line Me- 
chanics union, 

Jewell. now a licensed commercial 
pilot, with over 2,000,000 miles to 
his credit (he’s been flying since 
1919), is an ex-trouper, although 
magic was his sideline. As a show- 
man he barnstormed with Jewell’s 
Flying Circus. 





Reopen Texas Nitery 


Fort Worth, Sept. 9. 
Hotel Texas’ Den, closed for the 
hot-weather period, reopens Sept. 11, 
offering Toni Di Pardo’s band. 
‘Leading bands’ for the fall and 
winter are planned by manager 
Henry Love. 
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Mpls. Spots Get 75 


-. 
= 


-200% Increase 


In Costs Thru AGVA Wage Contract 





Minneapolis, Sept. 9. 

Minneapolis and St. Paul variety 
entertainment spots, including con- 
ventions, banquets, niteries, etc., 
have had their entertainment costs 
upped all the way from 75 to 200%, 
with chiseling local bookers being 
forced to take a big slice in their 
incomes as a result of organization 


of the city now being completed by | 


Ted Brown Alch, American Guild 
Variety Artists aide here, 

The three 
niteries—Curly’s, the Happy Hour 
and Anglesey—have signed with 
AGVA and will pay the scale set by 
it. The Hotel Nicollet, Minnesota 
Terrace, always has been in line. 
Brown says that he anticipatés hav- 
ing St. Paul clubs in the fold within 
a fortnight. 


’ 
. 


Of the 15 accredited local agents | 


and bookers, five already have ap- 
plied for franchises. Only the ones 
with franchises will be permitted to 
book into the clubs that have signed 
with AGVA. 

Loop and other night clubs had 
been paying their acts as little as 
$15 to $18 a week. The AGVA scale 
provides for a $50 minimum for 
principles and $35 for chorus girls 
in ‘A’ niteries; $35 and $27.50 for ‘A’ 
and 27.50 and $25 for ‘B’. The less 
than weekly scale is $10 per night 
for ‘A’ group and $7.50 for the others 
The banquet rate calls for $7.50 for 
principals and_ choristers doing 
specialties and $5 for other chorist- 
ers, The scale for smokers is $10 for 
an emcee and $7.50 for all other per- 


formers. For theatres, when the 
show doesn’t run a minimum of 
seven days, there’s a $10 per day 


minimum for principals and $7.50 for 
choristers. No performer is per- 
mitted to work anywhere, if a single 
act, for less than $7.50 per day or $5 
where more than one person is in 
the act. 

Hitherto, it has been customary 
for bookers, for example, to book a 
show for $100 or more, pay the per- 
formers ‘peanuts’ and pocket the 
bulk of the remuneration himself. 
Now they must work on a 10% com- 
mission basis. 





Even Advance Bally 
On Nudity Enough For 


Prov. Censors’ Frown 


Providence, Sept. 9 


Taking the stand that ‘the pub- 
lic’s morals must be protected,’ Pro- 


vidence censorship stepped into the 
picture the latter part of-last week 
and forced cancellation of a sched- 
uled Gypsy Rose Lee appearance at 
the Metropolitan theatre. Capt 
George M. Cowan, censor, notified 
the management that she would not 
be allowed to appear on a Provi- 
dence stage. All efforts of the man- 
agement to break the stand were 
unavailing. 
Providence 
aren’t going 
accepted 
appear 
censor, 


censors apparently 
abide by a hitherto 
rule of having an artist 
before finding anything to 
and are allowing newspaper 
reputations to rule their 
according to the theatre 
ment’s beef. 


to 


decisions 
manage 


CLEVE. PALACE SETS 
SHAW AS BAND PACER 


Cleveland, Sept. 9. 


Deluxer RKO Palace, which re- 
Sumed vaude with Earl 
‘Vanities,’ 
its first big band name for the week 
of Oct. 3. Shaw, 
before here two seasons ago, will 
follow Billy Gilbert’s current ‘Holly- 
wood Revue.’ 


George White's 








‘Scandals’ is on 


house sked for Sept. 19; Tony Pas- | 


tor’s orch, Sept. 26; ‘Beachcomber’s 
Revue,’ Oct. 10; Jimmie Lunceford 
Orch and Bill Robinson, Oct. 17, and 
‘South American Fiesta,’ Oct. 24. 


+ 
v 


leading Minneapolis | 


Carroll's | 
is penciling Artie Shaw as | 


heard only once | 





Dallas Night Clubs 


Prepare Bookings 


Dallas, Sept. 
Dallas night spots are dolling up 
| for the fall. 
Baker Hotel's 
open Oct. 
orchestra. 
Room's 


Mural Room will 
3 with Freddy Nagel’s 
The Hawaiian Century 
season will begin Oct. 9. 
Manager H. Fuller Stevens has 
looked over a number of bands 
and acts but doesn’t know yet with 





whom he will lead off. 
| Paul Duke, magician on ice, has 
been booked to open a new ice re- 


vue which Hotel Adolphus will pre- 
sent beginning Sept. 11. The Plan- 
tation has engaged Sterling Young’s 
band to succeed Tony de Pardo on 
Sept. 11. Carl A. Dolsen, manager 
of Abe and Pappy’s, upstairs cabaret, 
is just back from a tour of the east 
and midwest with notations on bands 
and acts he will bring in. 


Defense Spending 
Boosts Cleveland 
Nitery Business 








Cleveland, Sept. 


Flood of defense-order money 
| pouring into local airplane and tool- 
making plants is finally regalvanizing 
this town’s night life, prodding nitery 
owners into advancing dates of their 
| fall openings. 

Fooled by the heat, a number of 
| operators closed their spots for Aug- 
| ust and part of September. Phenom- 
enal spurt of early 
'ness caught them with their shutters 
down. 
predicted a 
didn't 


theatrical boom that 
materialize last spring, when 
tired factory technicians were too 
rushed with war orders to do any 
night-clubbing. With defense pro- 
duction more stabilized now, work- 
making up for lost time by 
both houses iteries 
rush act 


ers afe 


film and n 


giving 
the 
dark for three 
its redecorating 
to open Monday 
Kaiahue’s 
Lochman, 
being added 
Frank Monaco 
remodeling of 
taking off its 
Juan Makula’s 


on its 


Club, 
pas ed up 
result 
yhnny 
Bill 


shows 


Gourmet 
months, 
plans as a 
with J 
Hawailia and 
ler, floor 
within two weeks. 
pushed through 
Monaco's Cafe, 
wraps and placing 
Latin-American crew 
last week to cash in on the ‘gold- 
rush.’ Gene Erwin’s orch replaces 
Lee Allen’s tonight (9) at Southern 
Tavern, operated by Ed Pentecost, 
is considering a floor show pol- 
icy for the winte! 

After having 
Cas its 
phant for three years, the owners are 
finally getting juraging 
ho feel 
satre-casino might 
; held by Loew’: 
got stung by a syn 
dicate that had the house, 
bankrupt. Loew’s since pre- 
ferred to keep it dark. Two reps of 
i; New York interests have been look- 
ing it over lately, and it’s reported 
they represent Billy Rose and Mi- 
| chael Todd. 


(8) 
ns strol- 


with 


also 
his 


who 


defunct Mayfair 


ele- 


the 
\r h; > j ac ‘ arhite 

no on lianas @ a wnite 
some enc 
out-of-towner 
a super-the 

k here Lea eS a 
local 


then went 


Cil 
Inc... which 


has 


Albany Cafe Reopens 


Stuart’s, which, after its first win- 
ter as a night club in a downtown 
Albany spot, shifted to the Albany- 
| Saratoga Road for the summer, re- 
|opened its regular 
|Sept. 6. Show emceed by Percy 
| Stoner, with Guiran and Marguerite, 


ancers; Chester Doherty’s Dancing 
oo Carl Playford, harmonicaist; | 
| Ethel le singer, and Sid Ol-| 
shein’s orchestra. 
| The Dolings operate Stuart’s. 





‘and build 


autumnal busi- | 


It also puzzled the seers who | 


Royal | 


stand | 


| becomes a 
establishment |} 


land Greenville, 


INOWMAN WARNS 
Vo, MEDIOCRITY 


T. D. Kemp, Booker for 150 
Theatres in Dixie, Points 
Out Failings of Most Pro- 
ductions — ‘Different’ 
Groups Urged 


STRESS BASIC IDEA 


Charlotte, 

‘The south 
ment, all it can get, but, says T. D. 
Kemp, Jr., manager of Southern At- 
tractions, who books vaude for 
theatres from Washington to Miami, 
the units have got to be good.’ 

‘The south needs units that are 
different,’ says Kemp. ‘The straight 
vaudeville unit consisting of five or 
six acts put up in front of a medio- 
cre band is absolutely through as 
far as we are concerned. All of these 
units look alike. Sameness has 
killed this type of show. And it 
was this very sameness that de- 
stroyed interest in vaudeville in the 
1920’s and caused vaudeville theatres 
to go straight film.’ 

The unit, says Kemp, should have 
a definite idea behind it. ‘This idea 
may be a theme that knits a show 
together, such as ‘Memories of 
Paris,’ a unit that revives several of 
the old French numbers from the 
Casino and Moulin Rouge, etc. Other 
producers may buy personality 
strong enough to carry a show 
the entire unit around 
that personality. Another producer 


N. C., Sept. 9 


may take a locale in which the 
show takes place— Hawaii, Mex- 
ico, Cuba—the producer making 
sure that the talent authentically 
fits the locale. Or he may turn out 
a novelty show—-composed almost 
entirely of girls, hillbillies, or west- | 
ern acts. However, before the pro- 
ducer actually starts work, he must | 
| ask and find a sound answer to the 


question, ‘What is the basic idea of 
this unit?’’ 

Another failing of the producers, 
points out Kemp, is that they try 
to turn out four or five shows a sea- | 


son, instead of one or two good ones. 
While his show is in rehearsal, the 
producer should equip himself with 
plenty of photos, eight or 10 trail- 
ers, an ample quantity of scene and 
ad mats, printed or mimeographed 
billing, and press sheets and news 
stories. No matter how good the 
show, the producer must have ample 
exploitation material to sell it. Many 
successful shows employ advance 
men, who stay eight or 10 day: 


ahead of it. 


The Scheduled List 


Shows already booked for the 
Southern Attractions circuit include 
Dan Fitch’s ‘Dixiana Revue,’ Sollie 
Childs’ ‘Bring On the Dames.’ John 
Arnaut’s ‘Powder and_ Lipstick,’ 
Frank Taylor’s ‘Artists and Models,’ 
Ross Russell’s ‘Memories of Paris,’ 
Allen Gilbert’s ‘New York Frolics 
Chester Doherty's ‘V Folies Page 
and DeWolfe’s ‘Midnight in Mar 
hattan,’ Anton Scibilia’ ‘Time of 
Your Life,” Ed G ne. ‘Dancing 
Arour > Jack Mi jal Head Up 
Am«¢ in Karston’s ‘Youth and 
Be y 

6 Days Weekly 

‘Our units down here work six 
days weekly,’ says Kemp, ‘and we 
now have the jumps down to a 
minimum, with total mileage some | 
weeks not over 250 miles. There | 
is no reason why good talent 
| should get cold feet when anybody 
| mentions touring in a unit. At pres- 
lent, the chief hope in the U. S. for 
the development of new stage talent 
comes from the unit. The life is 
| hard, but a would- be performer who 


spends a couple of seasons On a unit 
real trouper. Down here 
they face all types of audiences, 
from the tough marines a 
Newport News, to the college boys 
at Charlottesville. Va., substantial 
middle class families of Richmond, 
mill workers of Spartanburg, S. C., 
S. C., farmers at 


(Continued en page 36) 
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Philly Bookers Unit Pledges Support 
To Chief After Row on Leadership 





De Wolfe Returns 


To Rainbow Room | 


Billy de Wolfe, currently 


Sammy Kaye at the Broadway | 
Strand, returns to the Rainbow 
Room, N. Y., Oct. 9 when the 


Rockefeller nitery reverts to its for- 
mal winter policy. 
Miriam Winslow 
Simons, debuting 
the R.R. 
Managing director John Roy 
has brought in ‘different’ 
dance acts, as exemplified 


in cafes, 
who 
types of 
by the 


incumbent Jose Fernandez-Juanita 
Deering, has lined up Ruth Page 


and Bently Stone, Charles Weidman 
and a group, plus returns of Jack 
Cole and the Chandra-Kaly Dancers, 
among other terpers slated for the 


| rest of the 1941-42 season. 


WB, AFM Reach 





Pact in Philly To 
Avert Vaude Exit 


Philadelphia, 


The Stanley-Warner 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians last week finally agreed 
terms for a new contract, 
a threatened shutdown of vaude 
the Earle, S-W’s sole vaudfilmer 
Philly. 

The termer was finally consum- 
mated last Wednesday (3) by James 


Sept. 9. 
circuit 


at 
in 


C. Petrillo, national AFM prexy, and 
| Frank Phelps, Warner labor rela- 
tions chief, after local union and 


| circuit officials reached a stalemate. 


The new contract is an extension of 
last year’s agreement, with 32 men 
to be employed in the Earle pit crew 
and 12 men in the orchestra at the 
tanley, Camden, where Earle shows 
play on Sundays. (The Earle is shut- 
tered on the Sabbath due to taboo of 
stage shows on that day due to blue 
laws). The wage scales remain the 
same, under the new agreement, 
which will run until Sept. 28, 1942 


Warners had sought to cut the 


Earle pit crew in half, maintaining 
that nearly 90% of the stage shows 
booked at the house were — 
bands, leaving the pit crew virtua 

useless. The union want ay restr 
quo maintained. In the settlement 
Local 77 let its demand for a blan- 


ket wage increase go by the boards. | 


Last year there was an almost 

hiatus in vaudeville here 
when the union and Warners battled 
over a new contract: The Earle 
wanted to drop orchestras at six 
nabes playing weekend stage shows 
and also at the al-c Fox, 
where vaude had bandoned. 
The union wanted 
tained. The fight t 


band: 


cent! ity 
peen a 
all music main- 
» keep all War- 


working was 


ner 
dropped, with the union gal 
band at the Earle 


ncreased house 


Close Frisco Stairway, 
Reorganization Mapped 


San Francisco, Sept. 9 
Chequered course of Stairway, 
local nitery, took another’ tack 
last week when its trustee, Jack | 
Erlich, local attorney, closed the | 
place. Then followed a padlock from | 


the U.S. Collecter of Internal 
enue. Erlich indicated the 
would be reopened shortly following 
a reorganization, 


hasn’t had a chence to realize them. 
Joe Tenner, former operator, has 
been released from jail on $2,500 


| bail and reportedly is trying to move 


This is said to 
1ich helped to bring 
until complications 


back into the nitery. 
be one factor wh 
about a closing 


are ironed out 


+ 


with | ciation 
| was given a vote of confidence by 


| of continued rumors 


Coincidentally, | 
and Foster Fitz- | 
preem 


| tion, 





and | 


| the 
on | ; sie ‘4h 3 
ti | interfered with inter-State commerce; 
avertin le re ; ; . ‘ 

av © | and was a violation of the U. S. Con- 


| entertainment’ 


Rev- 
spot | of McAllister’s called at Local 


pointing out place | 
has excellent possibilities but to date | 


Iva 


Philadelphia, Sept. 9. 
James V. Loughran, president of 
the Entertainment Managers Asso- 
(bookers), last Tuesday (2) 


the membership at a stormy meeting 
at which he offered to resign because 
of dissatisfac- 
tion over his leadership. 

There had been talk of secession 
from the organization by a group of 
‘abaret bookers who felt that 
Loughran ‘had sold them down the 
river’ by his endorsement of the re- 


| cently enacted legislation regulating 


the theatrical booking business. 
There is still plenty of dissatisfac- 
however, over the new law. 
| Many bookers feel that if it’s en- 
forced to the letter they may as well 
throw the keys to their offices away. 
Thus far there has been no active 
enforcement of the stringent pro- 
visions, although the law technically 
has been in force since Aug. 30. 
Unrestrained Booking 
Booking by New York offices con- 
tinues unrestrained, the local ten- 
percenters claim, despite the law’s 
specific restrictions against activities 
of unlicensed agencies. The local 
| bookers had been promised that the 
Gothamites would either have to 
take out Pennsy licenses or be forced 
to do business through Philly book- 
ing offices. So far the New Yorkers 
have done neither, say the localites, 


| and the State does nothing. 


It was reported here that a couple 
of large New York agencies were 
readying a suit to test the legality of 
new act on the grounds that it 


stitution. They expect to argue 
booking of acts constitute 


that 
‘a sale of 
and therefore could 
not be hampered by State regulation. 

One of the provisions of the 
Pennsy act that’s providing an extra 
burn is one requiring all prospective 
employers to sign forms of ‘respon- 
sibility.’ Agents are also required to 


make out reports of employers’ 
financial stability, morals, standing, 
etc. 

Said one agent, whose main busi- 
ness is booking shows for society 
parties: ‘I can just see myself asking 
‘Mr. Van Biddle Renssalaer’ how 


much moola she has in the bank and 


whether she’s ever served time in 
the jug. If that’s a must under the 
law, the State can just take over my 


business 


I'm through” 


e | AGVA Mutual Aid Pledge 
| Wins Pact for AFM Over 
Stubborn Phitly Holdout 


Philadelphia, Sept. 9. 


Local 77, American Federation of 
Musicians, Jast week received the 
first fruit of its ‘mutual assistance’ 
pact with the American Guild of 
Variety Artists, when McdAllister’s, 
ynne of the largest catering houses in 
Philly, signed a closed-shop contract 
with the tooters. 

The outfit had been one of the 
most notable users of non-union 
band 1 the city and has been on 
Local 77's blacklist for nearly x 
month: Last Friday the Evening 
Ledger scheduied a banquet for its 
newsboys and hired a half dozen 
acts for entertainment. Dick Mayo, 
business agent of AGVA, heard of 

| the bookings and notified the acts 
| they could not play McAllister’s be- 
| cause of the AFM taboo. He then 


called the Ledger and informed them 
of the non-union sympathies of Mc- 
Allister’s. The Ledger hastily can- 
celled its reservation and moved the 
affair to the Adelphia Hotel. 

The following day a representative 
77 
and signed a contract. 


New Kind of Drunk 


Toledo, O., Sept. 9. 
The Oasis Club, suburban spot, has 


headquarters 





| changed from policy of orchestra and 


oto 


entertainers, now offering regula 

performances of “The Drunkard.’ 
There are community singing and 

udeville specialties between acts, 
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DETROIT LOOKS 
TO VAUDE 
RETURN 


Detroit, Sept. 9. 


This city of 2,000,000, which gets 
{ts vaudeville infrequently, may get 
a smattering of variety again this 
season. Dark on stage shows for 
two years, and last winter getting 
only on occasional dash of it in the 
first-run Michigan and Fox, the 
town’s two largest picture houses, 
rumor has it that this season will see 
stage shows in one of the downtown 
second runs. 

Both Michigan and Fox indicated 
last year that they would only bring 
in names, with even the big bands 
bolstered with top stars and acts. 
This year, with double feature 
grosses frequently ranging between 
$20,000 and $30,000, once stage show 
pickings, neither house has indicated 
a resumption of the policy. 

While off-the-Loop theatres such 
as the Colonial have gone along 
steadily with stage shows, vaudeville 
has been only a slight thing in De- 
troiters’ lives for three years in the 
major houses. However, there’s a 
possibility that the Broadway-Capi- 
tol, one of United Detroit’s second- 
run theatres in the downtown area, 
shortly will start off a regular policy 
of vaudeville. 





Discuss Stage Plans 

Leonard Goldenson, in charge of 
Par theatre operations and Sam 
Dembow, Jr., who is contact for the 
northern tier of states, left by plane 
Monday (8) for Minneapolis. They 
will stop off at Chicago and Detroit 
on the return trip, getting back in 
a week or 10 days. 

Among other things, Goidenson 
and Dembow are gradually contact- 
ing all managers in the field, this 
being one of the reasons for consid- 
erable traveling. While in Detroit 
it is expected they will discuss plans 
to install stageshows at the Michi- 
gan. 

Similar plans for the Met, Boston, 
are already set. Unions have been 
guaranteed a minimum of 15 weeks 
out of 52 under the deal reached in 
that key. 

Harry Kalcheim will book the 
bands and talent to be used in both 
Boston and Detroit. 
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‘Weisfeldt Retained 


Milwaukee, Sept. 9. 

Although operation of the River- 
side theatre, closed since July 31, has 
changed hands, passing from the di- 
rection of Charles Schwerin, Chi- 
cago and Milwaukee realty man, to 
that of Warner Bros., new lessee of 
the house, it will reopen Friday (12) 
under the same manager it has had 
for the last eight years, Edward J. 
Weisfeldt. Policy will be similar to 
that it has always maintained, stage 
shows and pictures. 

Plenty money is planned to be 
spent for ace attractions. 


LID TIGHTLY ON 
AGAIN IN MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Sept. 9. 

Police Chief E. B. Hansen, who 
resigned suddenly and disappeared 
mysteriously without any notice to 
Mayor M. L. Kline shortly after 
taking office and serving notice he’d 
clamp an air-tight lid on all vice, is 
returning as chief. Moreover, he 
states ‘the lid will remain on in the 
city in conformity with Mayor 
Kline’s promise to give good law en- 
forcement.’ 

Although Hansen apparently was 
in good health when he departed 
from Minneapolis, he was located in 
a Duluth hospital suffering from 
sleeping sickness. He denied that 
any pressure had been put on him 
or any threats had been made 
against him to influence his action. 
Now, he explains he ‘was a sick 
man’ and ‘doesn’t remember much 
about what happened the day I left.’ 

The city now is pretty well 
cleaned up, with ‘14’ dice games and 
slot machines out, prostitution and 
gambling at a minimum and after- 
hour liquor spots laying low, 











Fox’s Empress, Milwaukee 


Milwaukee, Sept. 9. 

Charley Fox’s idea of reopening 
the long closed Alhambra as a ‘Girl- 
esque’ house have gone haywire and, 
instead, he will again operate the 
Empress, starting Friday (12), with 
frank burley. After receiving pro- 
tests from tenants in the office build- 
ing that houses the Alhambra, the 
Jos. Schlitz Brewing Co., owners of 
the property, nixed the projected 
Fox plan for occupancy because it 
was feared the girl shows would de- 





preciate the value, not only of that 
building, but of other nearby prop- 


| erties. 


Report now is that the American 
Legion will take over the Alham- 


| bra during its convention next week 
|as a guardhouse; its central down- 


town location making it a convenient 
jail for celebrants who become tco 
obstreperous. 





Coleman Clark, table tennister act, 
goes into the Mount Royal hotel, 
Montreal, Sept. 29 until Oct. 12. 
Opens Friday (12) at the Earle, 
Washington. 
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As M’w’kee Manager, 


"RUM SOLONS FINE 
YACHT CLUB, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 9. 
Yacht Club, one of town’s leading 
niteries, had its booze license sus- 





| pended for 10 days last week by the 


State Liquor Control Board for that 
old cafe bugaboo (in Pennsylvania) 
—permitting entertainers to frater- 
nize with customers. Spot waived a 
hearing before a local examiner, in- 
dicating it would ask Harrisburg, 
the state capitol, for a ruling on the 
legality of the citation. At same 
time, management paid $100 fine, at 
rate of $10 a day, in lieu of the sus- 
pension. 

Sol Heller, owner of Yacht Club, 
said he would base his appeal on 
fact that Little Jackie Heller, well- 
known vaude and cafe singer and 
part owner of spot, frequently ap- 
pears in the floor show there and 
that a strict enforcement of the 
ruling would mean that he couldn’t 
sit at a table with any of his count- 
less local friends, Heller being a na- 
tive Pittsburgher. Immediately after 
suspension was announced, Yacht 
Club made Jackie a v.p. of the cor- 
poration, which would exclude him 
from that ruling. 

Board, however, did not mention 
Jackie Heller specifically in its ci- 
tation, merely charging that ‘enter- 
tainers’ were permitted to ‘frater- 
nize.’ 


FOUR-DAY VODE 
MAY GAIN 
IMPETUS 


Because of the success of the 
policy so far at the Strand, Brooklyn, 
four days of operation with pictures 
and name bands, plus other stage 
talent, may gain impetus this sea- 
son. House remains dark the other 
three days of the week, these be- 
ing Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. 

With Vaughn Monroe and Dinah 
Shore playing the Brooklyn Strand 
over Labor Day, the gross was a re- 
ported $11,500 for handsome profit 
while during the past four-day 
weekend ending Monday (8) the take 
was $13,000 with Ella Fitzgerald and 
the Inkspots. 

Tony Pastor is booked for four 
days starting Friday (12), to be fol- 
lowed by Tommy Tucker Sept. 19 
and Cab Calloway Sept. 26. 

Bob Weitman and Harry Kal- 
cheim, who are booking the shows 
in association with Harry Mayer of 
Warners, owner of the Brooklyn 
Strand, are credited with having 
evolved the four-day policy. Under- 
stood that the trio has demanded 
that there be no interference from 
Paramount, WB or the Fabian cir- 
cuit which figure in the three-way 
Par-Fox-Strand pool in downtown 
Brooklyn. 











Griffin’s S. F. Ogle 


San Francisco, Sept. 9. 
Gerald Griffin, national executive 
secretary of American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists, skedded to ogle local 
headquarters later this month. 
He’s en route to the AFL conven- 
tion in Seattle. 





MITZI GREEN’S FRISCO DATE 


San Francisco, Sept. 9. 
Mitzi Green has been booked into 
the Club Moderne here for two 
weeks starting (11), with options for 
another pair. 
Deal set by Sam Rosey. 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Saranac, N. Y., Sept. 9. 

Arthur Kern shot in from New 
York to mitt the gang. 

Larry Navarre, weekended here to 
bedside his frau, who is doing well. 

Paul Sorkin, Joe Bishop, Bob Cos- 
grove and Harry Clifton progressing. 

Peggy McCarthy off to the Big 
Town for a 10-day vacash. She’s an 
outstanding comeback of the Rogers. 

Margie Regan and Agnes Orr get- 
ting good reports. 

Dorothy Maxwell, Rochester (N.Y.) 
ex-dancer, out of hospital and re- 
suming work. 

Mrs. Jimmy Williams, frau of the 
music arranger, vacashing on Lake 
Flower and looking in good health. 





(Write to those who are ill.) 


|news travels fast. Very often pro- 





| The Good Old Days 





Herewith appears a Variety review of a N. Y. Palace bill of 20 years 
ago. The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative week of 


1921 with the current date of issue. No special reason in reviving these 
reviews other than the interest they may have tn recalling the acts which 
were playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time show 
(booking), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume of the 
style of vaudeville reviewing of that day. 





(Reprinted from Variety of Sept. 9, 1921) 


PALACE, N. Y. 





Labor Day being the final holiday of the summer season, none of the 
Broadway houses looks for unusual business at the matinee performances, 
Almost everyone takes advantage of the opportunity to put in the last 


extra-length weekend out of town, and therefore it was surprising that 
the Palace held almost a capacity audience for the Monday matinee. It 
wasn’t the regular crowd, however, the audience appearing to be transients 
who were in town for the day. Because of that there was a lot of applause 
handed out that would have been missing if the regular crowd had been 
on deck. 


Two big acts on the bill stretched out the show until after 5:30, with the 
majority of the crowd sticking to the final trick that the Alexander Bros, 
& Evelyn, who were assisted by Joe Cook for laughs, pulled. That interpo- 
lation of Cook in the turn makes a surefire ‘hold ’em’ closing act. 

Igor’s Ballet Russe (New Acts) opened the show, following the News, 
The house was practically empty for the act, but the quintet managed to 
pull some applause as they worked along. 


Dave Roth on second did not seem to hold enough class for the Palace 
bill. There is no novelty in an imitation of Paderewski, which he uses 
to open, or in the Violinsky piano player at the picture show, which is his 
second bit, nor in the playing of a single string cigarbox violin. That 
washed him up in the musical and, after which he went to stepping with 
George White and Pat Rooney imitations, not any too good. This does not 
look like big time booking for the biggest and best of New York’s vaude- 
ville houses. 


Harry Carroll & Co. (held over) was the class of the bill, and although 
the turn consumed 43 minutes they passed like 20. The applause was 
genuine, and sent the act away with the first real honors of the afternoon. 

Ben Welch was tendered a reception, and he was worthy from every 
angle. The manner in which he works despite his affliction is worthy of 
a monument in show business. He makes no capital of his infirmities, and, 
in fact, tries most skillfully to cover them up; but the showmanship is 
there at all times during his offering. His was the applause bit of the 
afternoon, 


Closing the first half of the bill Miss Marriet Remple presented the de- 
lightful sketch novelty, ‘The Story of a Picture.’ It pleased the holiday 
crowd immensely. 


The second section of the show contained the Four Marx Bros., who 
opened and held the stage for 36 minutes with an offering that is miles 
behind the act which they originally presented here. The boys have been 
playing this act for some time now, and it should be in better shape than 
it is. If they can’t improve it, they had better go back to their original 
offering. 


Joe Cook failed to get over in the next to closing spot. He did not seem 
to be working at his best, and may have been discouraged at the manner 
in which the forepart of his offering went over and ‘just laid,’ without a 
responsive ripple from the audience. Later, however, he did manage to 
get to the audience, and finally when he worked with the closing trio he 
was pulling laugh after laugh from the house. Fred. 





Seeks Good Units 


Continued from page 35 














TREND OF THE TIMES 
Old Vienna, Olaiy, Choenes Name 
to El Patio 

















Charleston, S. C., and soldiers from Cincinnati, Sept. 9. 
Fort Jackson at Columbia, S. C. With the anti-Nazi feeling as is, 
‘Many performers, including some | the Old Vienna, downtown dinedan- 


‘ ; é' ‘eo have | sant, has been renamed El Patio. 
chorus girls on small units we have Spet, operated by the Netherland 
had, have gone to Hollywood and! Pjaza hotel, with Paul Penny as 
New York and made good.’ Southern ; manager, reopens Thursday (11) 
theatres still prefer names, with atfer a three-week face lifting. 
many name bands being used, but oo Juan Rodiguera’s orch is the 
because of the cost of name at- Sarver, 
tractions, they are used only by 
houses in larger towns. This leaves 
a large field for the unit. 

Summarizing the southern stage | 
show situation, Kemp said: ‘During 
the past seven years, I have handled 
over 400 stage units in the south and 
southeast, It is a peculiar thing that 
within three or four days after a unit 
show opens for us, nearly every 
theatre manager in the south that 
uses units in his house knows 
whether it’s a good unit or not. Bad 














TEATRO DEL 


Palacio De Bellas Artes 


MEXICO CITY 


“ALMA 
AMERICA” 


(The Soul of the Americas) 
Opened August 30th 


ducers will say to me, ‘After the | 
show opens, we can take out any 
weak acts and put in some others.’ 
The unfortunate part is that after a 
show opens it is generally too late to E ° 
do this. We are like one big family Daily performances during 
down here, from the Potomac river September and October 
to the Gulf of Mexico, and theatre « 

managers never hesitate to tell the 
other managers exactly what they 
think of a show. If a show gets off to 
a bad start, it is generally best “gd 
cancel it out right then and there.’ 


EMILE BOREO 


The International Star of “Chauve Souri” Fame 


CURRENTLY ST. MORITZ ROOF INDEFINITELY 


AND AT THE SAME TIME 


LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK, WEEK SEPT. 11 


Thanks to GREGORY TAYLOR, CLIFFORD FISHER, MORRIS 
GEST and WM. MORRIS STAFF for making 
my tour in America a success. 


Authentic 
Panamerican Review 
by Ortega, Benitez & Ruiz 
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YEAR ON 
THE aes 


MAJOR 
BOWES 
UNI TS 


MADE UP OF THE TOP 
TALENT FROM MAJOR 
BOWES ORIGINAL AMATEUR 
HOUR, ON THE AIR EACH 
THURS. NIGHT (Over CBS 
Network) FOR PLYMOUTH 
DODGE, DE SOTO an/ CHRYSLER 
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HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, September 10, 1941 





STATE, N. Y. 


Ed Sullivan, Benny Fields, Mills, 
King and Day, Harvest Moon Ball 
Finalists; ‘Blossoms in_ the Dust 
(M-G). 

Ed Sullivan and his gang of ama- 
teur ballroom hoofers, who won | 
their events in the N. Y. Daily News | 
Harvest Moon Ball, hold over the 
second weck. Business the first day 


was better than the starter of the | 
week previous, firstly because the | 
film ‘Blossoms in the Dust’ is @) 
stronger draw—and then, too, there 


is Benny Fields. The 60-minute stage 
show has one other turn, in addi- | 
tion to Suliivan’s Mooners. 

Columnist Sullivan, in introducing 
Fields, says that in his opinion there | 
are two grand singers, ‘Bing and | 
Benny. (Latter came in on the | 
Mooners’ second week at the State 
last season, too.) Then Fields pro- | 
ceeds to prove his class. 

The crooner with the walking stick | 
and opera hat is so far above the rest 
of the bill that there is no contest. 
There are a few new lines in his 
opening ditty, followed by a love 
lament. This time he has two pa- 
triotic numbers, one being ‘Lucky 
Mr. Smith,’ which is very good and 
not a flag-waver; then Irving Ber- | 
lin’s ‘Any Bonds Today”’. 

Best in the Fields routine is a 
medley cleverly woven together to 
the general melody of ‘Music Goes 
Around.’ He credits the number to 
his wife, Blossom Seeley, who comes 





| 
| 


| 
} 
} 


i wants vaude. 


j ard 


his first pun. 


hand-clapping thing with audience 
joining in, and over big. It’s a cork- 
jing presentation, one the maestro 
ican take into any theatre. Band, by 
ithe way, is small as bands go, two 
pianos, four  brasses, four reeds, 
| drums and bass, but in Duchin's case, 


it’s strictly a case of quality. Mucho 
quality and bueno. Biz? Biggo. 
Cohen. 


PALACE, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Sept. 6. 


silly Gilbert, Paul Haakon, 


Patricia Bowman, Four Comets, Jean | 


Carroll, Adrian Rollini Trio, Frank 
Libuse with Margot Brander; Bert 
Unger House Orch; ‘Dr. Kildare’s 
Wedding Day’ (M-G). 


This is the Palace’s second stage 
show, but its first straight vaude bil] 


iof the season, and socko reception 


again proves this stand 
Extra-large turnouts 
are more surprising in that it’s not 
a flashy or expensive layout. Neither 
is Billy Gilbert a marquee name 
here, but the smartly spotted stand- 
acts punch out a thoroughly 
satisfiyng show. 

Rotund Gilbert gives his turn a 
newsy flavor by gagging about his 
roles in two forthcoming films, and 
how he is hot-footing it back to 


given it 


STRAND, B’KLYN 





Ella Fitzgerald Orch (16), Four 
| link Spots, Moke & Poke, Red & Cur- 
‘ley; ‘3 Sons O’Guns’ (WB), 

| This is the second week of the new 
| stage-film policy at the Brooklyn 
|'Strand and attendance on Saturday 
land Sunday (6-7) (standing room 
| only Sunday afternoon) gives evi- 
| dence that it is catching hold. House 
jinaugurated policy of stage bands 


and name acts plus one feature and | 
‘shorts with its reopening after being | 


shuttered all summer. Strand runs 
only Friday through Monday, with 
theatre closing down for the dull 
'Tuesday - Wednesday - Thursday 
| period. 

Strand has been a problem child 
|for the last two or three years 
|despite several combos attempted 


| simply because it never had the pick 
lof product given the nearby Fox and 


Paramount, which are the other two 
theatres of the Si Fabian pool in 
Brooklyn. With Loew’s Metropoli- 
tan and RKO Albee having first call 
on choice Metro and RKO films, 
when neither the Paramount nor 
Fox could land them, the Brook- 
lyn Strand last season was handed 
some mighty woeful product which 
further was complicated by having 
to get a second film each week for 





Hollywood Monday (15) for a 9:15 | 
a.m. rehearsal call at RKO. Dia- | 
lectician, in a chef's hat, has the | 
crowd’s laughs rolling his way from | 
His wife feeds him 


out for an introduction, dolled up in| nicely. His curtain speech after 
a new fur jacket. Fields rather | singing ‘Sheik of Araby’ seems a bit 
proudly says they have been wed|long. But, withal, a fine showman. 


for 21 years and ‘thinks’ it is a rec- 
ord around Broadway. Of course, 


the Fields contributions. 

The other act is Mills, King and 
Day, male trio who try hard enough 
but can improve their act consider- 
ably. Boys have too much talk at 
present and a medical bit is bad. 
Garbo bit is fair, while the turn’s 
best contribution is a Scotch number 
that took ’em off to a hand. 

As for Sullivan, he has developed 
as an m.c. before the mike. A per- 
sonable-looking guy, he currently is 
probably the best thesping columnist 
to appear in the vaudfilm —— 

ee. 


STANLEY, PITT 


: Pittsburgh, Sept. 5. 
Eddy Duchin Orch (12), June 
Robbins, Tony Leonard, Virginia 
Austin, Lynn, Royce and Vanya, 
Skate-O-Maniacs (2), Lou -Sher 
wood; ‘Lady Be Good’ (M-G). 





Class is still what the Keyboard 
Kid, Eddy Duchin, still has plenty of. 
Just back from a smash two-month 
stand at Rio’s No. 1 night spot, the 
Copacabana, he swings right into the 
deluxe stage routine again just as 
easily as if he’d spent July and} 
August on the four-and-five-a-day | 
circuit instead of in a cafe band- 
shell. 

Not only is the pleasant, talented | 
and personally contagious Duchin a 
wiz himself at the Steinway, but he 
also has an outfit that meets the ear | 
just as easily and melodically as his | 

ighly skilled ivory-tickling. The} 
dominating factor in the Duchin| 
music, of course, is the Duchin piano, 
as it should be and should remain, 
but those reed and brass sections 
speak with the same authority. So/| 
do even the Duchin vocalists, June 
Robbins, who—surprise! surprise!— 
has a voice and not just a face, 
which is the customary and usually | 
the only equipment of a band singer, 
and Tony Leonard, who doubles 
from the sax section. She gives out | 
with ‘I Got Rhythm’ and ‘St. Louis | 
Blues’ (a corking arrangement) and | 
Leonard does ‘Maria Elena’ and ‘My | 
Sister and I.’ Both warblers are 
clicko. 

In all of the band numbers, 
Duchin’s pianology is naturally high- | 
lighted, and it sounds like a million | 
bucks coming through that familiar | 
loudspeaker (near the strings) at- 
tachment of his. His way with ‘In-| 
termezzo’ and a couple of the Key-| 
board Kid’s standbys, ‘Why Do I 
Love You’ and ‘The Man I Love,’ are | 
strictly in the smooth jazz sym-| 
phonic manner, and he’s still giving 
the Stokowski works to the in- 
evitable Duchin finale, ‘Stormy 
Weather,” with appropriate effects 
from the house electricians. Duchin’s 
cute manner puts him arm-in-arm | 
with the customers right from the} 
green light and his music never lets | 
°em down. 

What’s more, show corralled for 
Duchin’s return to the theatres | 
doesn’t let his music down, or vice | 
versa. It’s a corking presentation— | 
three turns and all of them wows. If | 
Virginia Austin weren’t such a crack | 
puppeteer, she could walk off with | 
first prize in any beauty contest. Gal | 
has oomph, s.a. and everything in 
the book, and in addition, she has a| 
marionet act that’s the tops. Lynn, | 
Royce and Vanya have reduced their | 
spoof of ballroom and adagio danc- | 








ing to an uproarious science and | number as 


their satire is accurate, funny and 
genuine. Skate-O-Maniacs, boy and 
a girl, take life and limb in their 
own hands with some of the most 
spectacular stunts ever performed 
on roller bearings. 

Duchin has Lou Sherwood, his 
veteran trumpeter-vocalist, step 


furious 
. ’ 
there is ‘Melancholy Baby’ among® also 


Four Comets pep up cpening with 
acrobatic-skating. Pace is 
stepped up by Jean Carroll, 


always a surefire comedienne here, 
whose 


fresh patter with Buddy 
Howe is as crisply timed as their 
steps. Swing fans are given their 
innings by the Rollini Trio, on their 
local bow, who win over the rug- 
cutters by jiving ‘Hut Sut’ and ‘Dark 
Eyes’ on the bass violin, guitar and 
vibraphone. The boys are slick in 
arrangements, too, revitalizing some 
oldies, but not overstaying their 
time. 

Paul Haakon, teamed with Patricia 
Bowman, suffers a bit at the outset, 
offering a sharp contrast in their 
semi-concert dances until they start 
jazzing up their ballets. Haakon’s 


its dual combo. 

New lineup enables the theatre to 
have the added strength of a stage 
show and calls for only one new 


|picture per week. Thus far it has 


had some showmanly picks on stage 
talent, what with Vaughn Monroe 
and Dinah Shore here last week and 
Fitzgerald hand and Four Ink Spots 
topping the program this session. 
W. J. McLaughlin, Strand manager, 
admits it is a little early to tell 
whether this new policy is going to 
jell despite enthusiastic response the 
first two stanzas. 

Miss Fitzgerald's band is much the 
same as last season and the same out- 
fit which has been playing weekly 
stands on the way east from Los An- 
geles. It is going less for the blast- 
ing type of music but still is a 
swingeroo outfit. Teddy McRae 
batons the crew most of the time, 
with Miss Fitzgerald holding back 
for her songs. Crew does a slick 
job playing for this show, which, in- 
cidentally, is an all-colored unit. 

The Four Ink Spots obviously are 





spins and leaps are skilfully done, 
while Miss Bowman assists niftily in 
an infinitely saucy, graceful satire 
on tango duos. Her well-gowned 
numbers have a consistent sparkle. 
Although a repeater, Frank Libuse 
makes a good closer, coming after 
Gilbert. With the aria-warbling 
Margot Brander stooging for his in- 
fectious horseplay on a piano and 
flute, it’s one of vaude’s most ex- 
pert low-comedy acts. 
Attendance particularly 


heavy 
over weekend. 


Pullen. 
ADAMS, NEWARK 


Newark, N. J., Sept, 6. 
Dick Stabile’s Orch (13) with 
Gordon Roberts; Ruby Ring, Walton 
& O’Rourke, Gracie Barrie, Caleb 
Peterson, Kitty Murray, and Eddie 
(Rochester) Anderson; ‘Father Steps 
Out’ (RKO). 


Appearance here of Dick Stabile 
and his crew might be termed return 


of the native: Orch leader is strictly | 


local stuff, having been born in 
Newark, and in addition is a cousin 
of nearby Bloomfield’s chanteuse- 
leader, Dolly Dawn (nee Stabile), 
now appearing with her band at the 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J. 
Stabile’s aggregation consists of 
five reeds, four brasses and three 
rhythms, with combo leaning heavily 
on reed emphasis. Entourage as a 
whole lacks distinction and its ar- 
rangements and specialty numbers 
are on the tolerable side. Best num- 
bers are Stabile’s sax solo of ‘Body 
and Soul’ and a sax octet that fea- 
tures ‘Say It With Music’ and ‘Danc- 
ing in the Dark’ against an illumin- 
ated background. Gordon Roberts, 
band chirper, is the goods. 
Ruby Ring, who comprises 
entr’acte, is a contortionist 


the 
whose 


turn rated salvos. Gal is as pliant as | 


a rubber band. Walton and O’Rourke, 
deuce, do some clever marionet 


manipulating. Act took several bows. | 


Gracie Barrie (Mrs. Stabile), late 


of ‘Crazy With the Heat,’ was socko | ental on Broadway a couple years| 


His partner—both actively and | 


with this juve audience by singing 


‘Hut Sut Song’ and ‘Everything Hap- | 


pens to Me.’ Chanteuse also teamed 
with spouse in amusing takeoff on 
*‘Daddy’ that rated encores. 

Closing spot is occupied by Eddie 
(Rochester) Anderson, who aug- 
ments his act with two Coast ‘dis- 
coveries, Caleb Peterson and Kitty 
Murray. Former chants ‘Ol’ Man 
River’ in approved Paul Robeson 
manner and also does an encore. 

Gal is a tan terror on the risibility 
side. Buxom appearance and baroque 
getup keep audience in stitches, es- 
pecially when she chants solo with a 
wad of gum in her mouth. Later 
teams with Rochester in fast terp 
finale of the bill. 
Rochester gets over the usual Jello 
plug, does a gravel-voiced solo, and 
executes a few plain and fancy steps. 
Comic secures most of his laughs by 
mugging but rated well with moppet 
audience. 

Bill runs 70 minutes, and when 
caught at last show Saturday night 





down for one number, a Mexican 


(6), the SRO sign was out. Jon. 


the big draw on the bill, their rep 
|both on recordings and in pictures 
| being aided by a terrific buildup in 
|the N. Y. area. This is the sixth 
| week they’ve played in metropolitan 
New York since early August,~ in- 
cluding four at the N. ¥. Paramount 
and one at Harlem’s Apollo. Their 
harmony remains undimmed in pop- 
ularity. 

Moke and Poke, singers and 
comedy dancers, are employing the 
same routine they’ve had for around 
a year, with boy-girl rugcutting ses- 
sion climaxing their capers. Red 
and Curley continue their combo 
patter and dancing, with that move- 
able battery of drums their best bet. 
Tricks the two lads do with the skins 
still highlight the act. 
| Miss Fitzgerald is using ‘Daddy,’ 
| ‘Lonesomest Gal in Town,’ ‘5 O'clock 
Whistle.” ‘Old Man Mose’ and the 
|song with she is best identified, ‘A 
| Tisket A Tasket.’ Audience couldn’t 
|get enough of her warbling. She 
; comes back at the finale to lead the 
entire cOmpany in singing ‘Star 
Spangled Banner.’ Wear. 


Clit, &. ¥. 








Dian Rowland, June Taylor, Mickie 


| Dennis, Helen Barry, Valda, Peanuts 


Bohn, George Lewis, Joe Lyons, 
Yavell and Marlea, Willie Green, 
Nathanne Bros., Billy Crooks, Line 
(11), Showgirls (10). 





City theatre will have to do lots 
better with its Kenneth Rogers-pro- 
duced shows than it offered at the 
preem last week if the house is to 
|earn the steady patronage it re- 
|quires for success. in 
Square area. 





|ing gone through the long stretch 
|efforts at vaude. Entrepreneur of 
the new policy is Sam Briskman, 
whose last enterprise in burley was 


a short-lived stretch at the Contin- 


| 


ago. 
be Eat the City is William 
Pickens, who will continue also to 
operate his rather successful Gar- 
rick, St. Louis burlesk house. 

City is offering four shows daily, 
with the 90-minutes of live action 
spaced by shorts (plus ‘a guaranteed 
pin-seal wallet in every box’ and 
‘this magazine with real photo- 
graphs will... ete., etc.’). Top tap 
is 55c. 

Briskman has gone long on coin 
for the opener, but the results aren’t 
there. _He has an eight-piece orch, 
11 ponies and 10 showgirls in addi- 
tion to four vaude acts booked 
through the Harry Lee office. Cos- 
tumes and sets are on the elaborate 
side, although they represent more 
coin than taste. Best that can be 
Said of the show is that Rogers has 
routined it at a snappy clip. 

Bottom is hit by the chorus. 
While terping ability is usually dis- 
pensed with in burley in favor of 
any kind of looks, this crew has 





neither. Gals (and calling them gals 
is giving them the best of the bar- 
gain) are anything but delectable in 
appearance and can't even keep 
time, let alone showing any evidence 
of precision. Showgals are just 
slightly better. There are a good 
many bare-bosom stanzas, which 
should nlease the audience some- 
what, with the gals stationary, in 
accordance with the law, while bras 
are dropped. 

Unbelievably bad is the lighting. 
House could just as well do with 
half the number of gals if it is go- 
ing to continue to light only five 
of them and leave the others in the 
dark. Low visibility prevails, curi- 
ously, not so much during the nudie 
periods as when the line is fully 
garbed. 

Strip brigade is topped by plati- 
num-blonde Dian Rowland, who 
does a short, but exciting session 
which begins with nothing but 
flimsy net tights and works down 
from there. June Taylor is more 
conventional and a capable techni- 
cian. Mickie Dennis counts for 
little, while Helen Barry, doubling 
from the line, is clumsy and ama- 
teurish, 

Comics include Peanuts Bohn, Joe 
Lyons and George Lewis. Diminu- 
tive Bohn ts moderately funny in 
standard burley stuff. Lyons uses 





as his piece de resistance an adap- 
tation of Ben Blue's famed cafe 
scene with the knockout drops. Reg- 
isters feebly. Lewis, doing phoney 


best of the trio in a well worked- 
out act. 

Outside turns include Nathanne 
Bros., who do acro stuff while play- 
ing a fiddle and guitar and get over 
fairly well; Willie Green, top-notch 
Negro tapster, and Yavell and Mar- 
lea, nondescript Spanish dance team, 
In addition, there’s Valda, a third- 
rate coocher. Billy Crooks provides 
the interim warbling. Herb. 





NEW AIRLINES, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 





Newsreel theatre in Airlines Term- 
inal building on East 42d street was 
reopened last Friday (5) under the 
management of Newsreel Theatres, 
Inc., which runs other newsreelers in 
New York. House had been dark for 
several months after the original 
operators decided to call it a day. 


Policy is to change programs twice 
weekly, using the same pop scale as 
at the other houses operated by 
Newsreel Theatres, Judged from 
opening program, Airlines theatre 
will lean more on shorts and also 
special Newsreel Theatres clips or 
local news coverage. Initial show 
carries less than 30 minutes of out- 
right news clips from the five Amer- 
ican reels, 


First program has three shorts be- 
sides the ‘exclusive’ of Tex Mc- 
Crary’s world ringside editorial and 
Walter Duranty’s narration on a 
fresh batch of clips from the Rus- 
sian front. Outstanding is Metro’s 
‘You the People.’ latest in ‘Crime 
Does Not Pay’ series. Paramount's 
‘Dipsy Gypsy,’ cartoon comedy, and 
‘Alluring Alaska,’ FitzPatrick Trav- 


eltalk, make up the rest of the 
short features division. 

‘America’s New Nobility, Me- 
Crary’s new special for the Em- 


bassy crowd, concerns the U. S. de- 
velopment of aviation personnel for 
national defense. It’s the best he’s 
had in some time. 


Roosevelt’s Labor Day speech, in 
which he asked America to crush 
Hitler, heads the newsreel proces- 
sion. It’s deftly covered by Para- 
mount. Same newsreel checks in 
with an exclusive yarn on U. S. 
troops in the Philippines, having 
been photographed by Arthur Men- 
ken in newsy fashion, making one of 
the few original newsreel yarns on 
the lineup here. 

Return of Winston Churchill to 





the Union|} 
: Spot is presenting its 
first burley in about 10 years, hav- 


with pictures and a couple abortive | 


London from his Roosevelt meeting 
is noted by Fox Movietone, 
also secured a graphic story of 
troops landing back in France from 
their losing Syrian campaign. 
Movietone also chips in with 
ton, O., air meet. It’s expertly pho- 
tographed. Pathe’s coverage of 45 
refugee children landing in N. Y. 
from Europe is helped by Harry von 


Zell’s pertinent narration. Same 
reel makes something of Devil 


Diver’s victory on the Saratoga track 
via Clem McCarthy’s pungent spiel- 


ing. 

Bointed scripting and smooth nar- 
ration put across Par’s story on old 
autos being reclaimed for scrap 
metal needed for military shells. 

Universal’s story of 300 Texas gals 
on a blind-date with southern 
soldiers is intelligently written and 
photographed. Bill Stern’s voice 
helps the Pike’s Peak auto racers 
over the peak for News of Day while 
Bill Slater hands Par slick an- 
nouncing and treatment of West 
Point gridiron candidates working 
out and a golf tourney at Omaha. 

Among the also-ran clips are those 
about anada’s war preparations, 
1849 fashion show in California, girl 
garage attendants, launching of a 
new submarine, U. S. Congressmen 
on a South American junket, Chicago 
Bears-All Stars football game, an- 
other rodeo, Atlantic City beauty 
contest, a twin contest and vaddle 





polo. Wear. 


magic with the aid of Bohn, is the} 





which } 


hair- | 
raising stunts performed at a Day- | ‘Boogslie Wooplie Piggly.’ as a follow- 





ROXY, N. Y. 


Archie Robbins, Stan Ross, Don 
Arres, Frank Gaby, Five Cracker. 
jacks, Adele Girard, Gae_ Foster 
Girls, Chorus Boys, Paul Ash House 
Oreh; ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20t')), 
reviewed in Variety July 23. 








Current stage bill is only partially 
changed from the previous one. Only 
newcomers are Frank Gaby, ventril- 
oquist; Five Crackerjacks, acrobats, 
and Adele Girard, singing harpist. 
Remaining are .Archie Robbins, 
m.c.; Stan Ross, his stooge; Don 
Arres, baritone, and the Gae Foster 
Girls and male dancing chorus. Paul 
Ash and the house orchestra are 
again on a stage bandstand, this time 
tending to play too loudly. Whole 
bill adds up to mild entertainment. 

Gaby is doing a routine not unlike 
what he has shown frequently before. 
This time he has a midget bring out 
the dummy, with the pair of them 
exchanging insults, For this appear- 
ance, both Gaby and the dummy 
wear academic caps and gowns, with 
the ventriloquist, as professor, asking 
questions and the dummy impudent- 
ly ‘flunking’ the exam. Midget and 
Robbins participate in the familiar 
singing finale. 

Five Crackerjacks, standard show- 


|openers, do the same agile tumbling 


they've done for years. As Variety 
said seven years ago, the act's title 
is meaningless. But the Negro turn 
is good anywhere. 

Adele Girard, formerly featured 
with Joe Marsala’s band is apparently 
making her first Broadway vaude 
appearance. She plunks either clas- 
sics or swing on the harp and has a 
pleasing song style. She’s a nice 
looker, becomingly togged, with a 
warm, animated, ingratiating man- 
ner. Final number in rhumba is a 
pip, but marred by blaring orchestra 
accompaniment at show caught. 
Presence of Gae Foster girls and 
chorus boys during the act helps 
dress the huge stage. 

As last week, Robbins still lacks 
comedy material and the impersona- 
tions with Ross are passe. Arres 
sings acceptably, as before. And as 
always, the Foster Girls are a click, 
particularly in their present cos- 
tumes. 

Business was hefty at last show 
Friday night (5). Hobe 


KEITH’S, BOSTON 





Boston, Sept. 5 
Glenn Miller Orch (17) with 
Marion Hutton, Ray Eberle, Ter 
Beneke, Modernaires (4); Stavletons 
(2), Sibyl Bowan; ‘Hurry, Charlie, 
Hurry’ (RKO). 





It was just a year ago that Glenn 
Miller’s brassy band played this 
stand, and in that interim his local 
popularity has perked up along with 
the musical calibre of the organiza- 
tion. If the opening-day mobs are 
good indicators, he has a chance of 
bettering a big b.o. mark he chalked 
up last season. As soon as the open- 
ing bars of his theme song seep 
through the curtains and as long as 
Miller’s crew are in sight, the heps 
are out of this world. With the en- 
tertainment concentrated into a well- 
packed sample of the stuff the 
youngsters want from this orch, 
Miller hands ’em a commendable 
chuk pf band how. 

Not only do they roar at every an- 
nouncement, but they anticipate 
most of the numbers by interrupting 
the bandleader’s intros. Modernaires 
(4) are in and out with the soloists, 
vroviding accompanying vocals. 
Marion Hutton is a peppy asset in 
the sound department and an eyeful 
besides. She and Tex Beneke, as- 
sisted by the quartet, have a good 
time with ‘Nickle Serenade.” sauced 
un with tricky caricatures of Sammy 
Kaye and Charlie Barnet. One of 
this show’s highlights. Ray Eberle 
registers okav in ‘Guess I'll Have to 
Dream.” but his bawling of Brahm's 
‘Lullaby’ is something like a dirge. 

‘Chattanooga Choo Choo,” sing by 
Miss Hutton, Beneke and Modern- 
aires, is a whizzer for the juves. and 


up, also hit 
‘Anvil 


their mental groove 
Chorus,’ for the opener; 
‘Adios,’ featuring one of the trum- 
pets, and Miller on the trombone 
plus ‘Bugle Call Rag,” next-to-close. 
are the best straight band numbers. 
Finish with national anthem, played 
with a zest that could be copied to 
advantage by thousands of brass 
ands throughout the U. S._ Inci- 
entally, the band has a unique set 
that carries some of the atmosphere 
of a streamlined train; and the cos- 
tuming, in two shades of green, rates 
tons. 

The Stapletons fit into this picture 
naturally. A youthful couple, they 
give the jitter fans a refreshing ses- 
sion of ballroom taps, mostly in stop- 
time, that keeps ’em delighted. 

For those who like their band 
shows in small hunks. a relief act 
like Sibyl Bowan is a lifesaver. Miss 
Bowan has helped many a show and 
plays here perennially. A fast work- 
er and a showmanly performer, she 
makes every impersonation count. 
When caught she did Miranda. the 
Cockney bathing beauty, Gloria 
Swan, Bea Lillie and her surefire 
standby on Eleanor Roosevelt. 

For. 


le ELLOS, LOGE 
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SHEA’S, BUFFALO 


Buffalo, Sept. 5. 
Jimmy Dorsey Orch (14) with 
Bob Eberly, Helen O'Connell, Buddy 
Shutz, Joe & Jane McKenna, Bill 
Bailey; ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th). 





Jimmy Dorsey, with his sizzling 
gax, is back for a steaming session 
at the old Buff, and what he’s doing 
to the hefty contingent of local hep- 
eats is a caution. Whammo whir- 
ring of the turnstiles on opening day 
looked like all the jitteroos in town 
had worn their gum _ shoes and 
hustled down for a final gander at 
Dorsey and his swing crew before 


their off-to-flickertown for Para- 
mount. 
Current appearance runs nearly 


90 minutes, but even with only 
a couple of turns for added talent 
it shapes up as a _ shrewd, top- 
drawer band show all the way. 
Never much for the smooth, syrupy 
style of melodic delivery, Dorsey, 
as always, makes the grade on 
his novelty musical merchandising, 
heavy in its accents on rhythm 
and brass. And, as usual, the 
maestro personally contributes more 
than a full measure of wallop 
with his slick sax and reed accom- 
paniments of the band and soloists. 

Bob Eberly, Helen O’Connell and 
Buddy Shutz continue standout in 


support. Each was greeted with 
salvos at the beginning of their 
stints. Eberly struck immediate 
paydirt with his baritonings of 


‘World on Fire,’ ‘I Understand’ (with 
muted trombs) and ‘Maria Elena’ for 
a begoff. Miss O’Connell’s ‘Changes 
Made’ and ‘Embraceable You’ are 
slameroos due more to her effective 
and personable delivery than to vo- 
cal timbre. The pair’s swell nov- 
elty dueting of ‘Do It Again’ and 
‘Tired of Waiting for You,’ assisted 
by a bit of clowning from Dorsey, 
proves the top item of their routine. 

Shutz stirred the crowd with his 
‘Man and His Drums’ beat-out, his 
rousing. hide accompaniments add- 
ing immeasurably to the general 
click of the proceedings. Dorsey’s 
‘Finger Buster’ sax specialty is a 
smart substitution for his former 
‘Flight of the Bee.’ 

Dusky Bill Bailey’s tapology drew 
him a smackeroo reception, but it 
remained for Joe and Jane Mc- 
Kenna to panic the crowd com- 
pletely out of control. Joe teed off 
with a slick, cleaned-up version of 
a smoker story, driving hot into a 
slapstick session with Jane at the 
mike, following up with his drunk 
takeoff highlighted with his unbe- 
lievable horizontal prattfalls. Topped 
it all off with the turn’s standard 
rough and tumble phoney adagio, 
which left the house in pande- 
monium and required Dorsey’s as- 
sistance to get the pair off into their 
final bows. 

Crowd at supper showing open- 
ing day overflowed into the outer 
lobby, queueing up at the ticket 
windows for the first time in a long 
while. Burton 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Sept. 6. 
Don Bestor Orch with Penny Lee, 
Jerry Scott; Lester Harding, Elroy 





Peace, Peggy Ann McCord; ‘Accent | 


on Love’ (20th). 


Presentation of Don Bestor and 


his crew on the stage brings an up- | 
Happily, the | 


ping in entertainment. 
accessory acts add considerably to 
the 45 minutes, and full show is sev- 
eral steps ahead of anything here in 
many weeks. It’s Bestor’s second 
Stand here in a year and a half and 
will subtract nothing from his fol- 
lowing. 

Music dispensed by the band is 
mainly in the sweet department, but 
Swing is plentiful and even a little 
jive creeps in, such as the opening 
‘There'll Be Some Changes’ and the 
near-closing ‘Booglie Wooglie Piggy.’ 


Nearly every orch number is a 
specialty, and these selections lift | 
the show. Saxist Rey Rader’s| 


“‘Humoresque,’ pianist Wayne Euch- 
ner’s arranging of ‘Beguine,’ Bestor’s 
fingering of the vibraharp on ‘Smoke 
Gets in Your Eyes’ are all in this 
class and registered with patrons. 
In the vocal department entertain- 
ment is more than satisfactory with 


Penny Lee leading the way. Last| 
stand here she was a new member of | 


the outfit, but by now is well 
grooved with the group and _ has 
rounded out her own_ abilities. 
Varies her work with ‘5 O'Clock 
Whistle’ and ‘Darling Daughter’ on 
the novelty side and tapers off with 
a sweet ‘Time Was.’ Male singer, 
Jerry Scott, fits well enough into the 
band, but is a recent addition who 
will need to acquire some smooth- 
ness. Gives an acceptable _ solo, 
‘Went Out of My Way,’ and works 
in the patriotic finale, ‘Wrap Your 
Dreams in the Red, White and Blue,’ 
which incidentally could have a bit 
snappier finish. 

Rhythm softshoe toe dance of- 
fered by amateur Peggy Ann Mc- 
Cord right after opening is decidedly 
novel and above the usual am stand- 
ard, although unappreciated fully by 
the patrons. At mid-show, Lester 
Harding baritones a cavalcade of 
George M. Cohan’s song successes 
that takes precedence over any other 
singing on the bill. Nearer the finale 


Elroy Peace gets his call to imitate 
Cab Calloway on ‘Minnie the 
Moocher’ and tosses off a neat terp bit. 
Dusky juve is a product of the 
Tower’s amnight discoveries, and re- 
turn after months with Bowes units 
and other vaude in the last shows 
much more solid entertainment. 


Quin, 


OLYMPIA, MIAMI 


Miami, Sept. 7. 
Luba Malina; Senator Murphy, 
Lane and Ward, Rochelle and Beebe, 
Sam Barton, Harry Reser House 
Orch; ‘Dr, Kildare’s Wedding Day’ 
(M-QG). 











Maybe nurse Lamon’s untimely de- 
mise just as she and Dr. Kildare are 
about to hit the road for the altar is 
too much for the house staff. Judg- 
ing from the way this bill is routined 
and the funereal pace at which it 
whips along, they must be holding a 
wake between shows. Poor show- 
manship is especially noticeable in 
the house band’s strictly-from-stock 
curtainraiser, and in spotting Ro- 
chelle and Beebe, pseudo satirical 
ballroomologists who aren’t even 
given upper-case billing on the 
marquee though in blow off spot. 

If these two weren’t so obvious, 
they might score, but as is they are 
about as subtle as the Keystone Kops. 
It’s a tendency among devotees of 
the Hartmanesque school to ignore 
the fact that the founders never com- 
pletely give way to hokum, always 
striving to impress as being unfor- 
tunate victims of circumstances. 
With Rochelle and Beebe, as with 
many others, it’s one phoney and the 
lid’s off. All of which changes their 
status from terpers to knockabout 
comics. 

Senator Murphy has a pitch that 
could be a wow, but fails to capi- 
talize on a timely characterization. 
He hashes over a harangue that’s 
minus a single really socko gag. 
Looks and manner are ace caricature 
of typical politico, but mono is dis- 
appointment. Audience liked him, 
though. 

Sam Barton and his breakaway 
bicycle have been around for years, 
and between the two accounts for 
plenty of guffaws. Full impact of 
Luba Malina’s explosive personality 
is slightly dampened on the larger 
stage, but she scores convincingly 
nevertheless. Doubling from the 
Club Bali, where she’s a local rave, 
songstress still manages to inject full 
quota of s.a. into her well-chosen 
songalogs. 

Acro hoofing duo of Lane and 
Ward rate bows for slick slant on 
what otherwise would be standard 
tumbling turn. Pair break up their 
flipflops and wingovers by passing 
newspaper to and fro while in the 
air for heavy hand returns. 


Full house when caught. Leslie. 


Majestic, San Antonio 





San Antonio, Sept. 6. 

Monte Proser’s Copacabana Revie 
with Carlos Molina’s Orch (10), 
Louis Del Campo, Estelle and Leroy, 
Tito Coral, Della Norella, Nina Orla, 
Willie Shore, Six Samba Sirens; ‘Pot 
o’ Gold’ (UA.) 

A fast-moving Latin-American 
|revue is being headed by Carlos 
Molina’s orchestra. Copacabana 
revue is full of songs, dances and 
comedy, highlighted by excellent 
scenery and lighting effects, giving 
local patrons a full 60 minutes of en- 
tertainment. 

Revue opens with Molina’s theme, 
| ‘La Cumparsita,’ and then goes tnto 





|a snappy medley highlighting the 
| band’s vocalist, Louis Del Campo. 
Orchestra is also heard in another 
medley, ‘Music of Americas,’ which 


features tunes identified with Mex- 
ico. Argentina, Cuba, Brazil and U.S. 

The Six Samba Sirens introduce 
new twists and turns to the conga 
and rhumba. They’re seen in three 
production numbers, the first a Bra- 
zilian dance which also highlights 
the voices of Tito Coral and Nina 
Orla. Miss Orla shows a nice per- 
sonality in several songs and dances, 
best of which is a rhumba. Is being 
seen here through courtesy of Uni- 
versal Pictures. 





Singing honors are divided by 
Della Norella and Coral. Miss No- 
|rella has a_ pleasing personality. 


Opens with ‘Chi Chi Castenango’ and 
follows with nifty rendition of bal- 
lad, ‘How Did He Look.’ Had to 
come back and close with ‘Aurora.’ 
Coral has a rich, powerful voice and 
uses it to good advantage in the 
‘Donkey Serenade’ and ‘Beguine.’ 
Also does ‘Rancho Grande’ and ‘Cu- 
caracha.’ ; 
Estelle and Leroy have a pleasing 
ballroom routine. Molina is onstage 
throughout conducting the orchestra. 
He’s highlighted in a pleasing violin 
solo of ‘The Dove,’ with the violin 
trio coming in for good effects. 
Highlight of the revue is the 
comedy antics of Willie Shore, who 
is also m.c. Shore keeps the show 
running smoothly. introduces all the 
artists and contributes several bits. 
Is seen first in a series of soft-shoe 
dance impressions of famous dancers 
of other days. This is followed by 


satires of famous stage and screen 
personalities. best of which are those 
on Charles Laughton, Clifton Webb 





and Sonja Henie. , 
Supper show when caught opening 
‘day (6) played to capacity. 


Andy. 








EARLE, PHILLY 





Philadelphia, Sept. 5. 


Tony Pastor ‘Orch (15) with 
Eugenie Baird, Johnny McAfee, 
Johnny Morris, ‘Stubby’ Pastor, 


Maysie and Brach, Emmett Oldfield, 
Ernest Ware & Nine, Evelyn Farney; 
‘World Premiere’ (Par). 





With a following build up in the 
jukebox spots and his fortnight ap- 
pearance at Hamid’s Pier, Atlantic 
City, Tony Pastor is drawing heavily 
from Philly’s sweater and crew-hair- 
cut set, now back in town for the 
Opening of the school season. 

Salvos of applause from the jive 
cognoscenti were heard whenever 
the husky maestro announced the 
title of a forthcoming number. To 
the ears of an adult, Pastor’s aggre- 
gation is a bit loud and brassy, with 
an accent on the jump-style of 
rhythm. Band is heavily backed by 
a well-rounded trio of topnotch acts. 
The 55-minute show tees off with 
Pastor tearing off a batch of his re- 
cording faves including ‘Deep River,’ 
‘Got You Under My Skin’ and 
‘Beguine’—latter a tribute to his 
former boss, Artie Shaw. Leader 
also clicks with his warbling of the 
insinuating lyrics of ‘Let’s Do It,’ and 
a novelty tune, ‘$2l-a-Day-Once a 
Month.’ 

Eugenie Baird, attractive brunet 
band vocalist, has pleasant-sounding 
pipes, but appears a little ill at ease 
before the mike. She’s. well-re- 
ceived, however, in her stint which 
is made up of ‘Man I Love’ ‘Daddy,’ 
then she teams with saxophonist 
Johnny McAfee for ‘Number 10 
Lullaby Lane.’ McAfee also bari- 
tones a solo, ‘Night and Day,’ in 
standard style. 

Also featured by the Pastor crew 
is the maestro’s young brother, 
Stubby Pastor, who plays a_ hot 
trumpet, but who could well elimi- 
nate his attempt at scat singing. 
Johnny Morris all but knocks him- 
self out beating out his own com- 
position, ‘Paradiddie Joe’ on the 
skins. 

Maysie and Brach are clicko with 
an amazing unicycle and juggling 
act which is put across with a max- 
imum of showmanship. Emmett 
Oldfield and his troupe, Ware and 
Nina, have an amusing comic acro 
act, while Evelyn Farney is graceful 
and pleasing in a Latin tap routine. 

Business at this reviewing (Friday, 
supper) was excellent, with some of 
the credit going to the marquee 
names in the film. Shal. 


CHICAGO, CHI 





Chicago, Sept. 7. 
Skinnay Ennis Orch (14), Rosario 
& Antonio, Wessons (2), Carmene, 
Charles Dawson, Stan Kavanaugh; 
‘Dive Bomber’ (WB). 





After a long stay at the Empire 
Room of the local Palmer House, 
the Ennis orchestra moves into the 
Chicago for a highly satisfactory 
session. The Ennis outfit is standard 
in show business and the style has 
acquired a considerable following. 
Ennis and his band ran into an auto 
accident early in its stay in town, 
but now most of the boys are back 
in harness after injuries. 

Band is okay throughout, and 
strictly on the pop side. With 
the band is Carmene, an excellent 
singer of popular songs. Has a good 
delivery and sells herself and the 
music well. Audience liked her. 
From the band, too, is Charles Daw- 
son with some okay cowboy yodel- 
ing. 

Talent on the variety lineup is 
strong. Rosario and Antonio get 
plenty of advertising attention and 
make good here with their flamenco 
dancing. The Wessons are a couple 
of fellows with standard impersona- 
tions, but the audiences still like the 
stuff, and this one was no excep- 
tion. 

Stan Kavanaugh, of course, goes 
on forever. His juggling, especially 
the eccentric work, is strictly tops. 

Business strong at the supper show 
Saturday (6). Gold. 


HIPP, BALTO 





Baltimore, Sept. 5. 
‘Major Bowes’ ‘All-Star Parade of 
1941’ with Stan Early, 3 Harmonica | 
Bees, June Brady, Jerry Bergman, 
Ross & West, 3 Harts, Windy Cooke, 
Paul Jones, Dickey Ludwig, Danny 


Drayson, House Orch (13); ‘Here 
Comes Mr. Jordan’ (Col) (2nd 
week). 





Retaining film (‘Here Comes Mr. 
Jordan’) for a h.o. and changing his 
stage layout to accommodate Major 
Bowes’ ‘Al!-Star Parade of 1941,’ Izzy 
Rappaport has maneuvered well. Of 
contrasting appeal, both parts of this 
show combine to hold b.o. activity to | 
fair consistency. The Bowes ams 
have a record for good biz in this 
house despite repeat bookings. 

Current layout plays well. Most 
of the acts, strangely enough, are 
new to this house and the few re- 
peaters on hand are _ sufficiently 
potent to keep matters on the mark. 
Current setup utilizes house band 
on stage, with the subsequent un- 
folding of doings in’ presentation 
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ICE FOLLIES OF 1942 


(PAN PACIFIC, L. A.) 





Los Angeles, Sept. 4. 

Presented by Roy Shipstad and 
Oscar Johnson; produced and man- 
aged by Edwin Shipstad; staged and 
directed by Miss Fanchon; Fran 
Claudet, skating director; Mary Jane 
Lewis, dance director; Ernest Krat- 
zinger, music director; George Hack- 
ett, music arrangements; original 
music by Stanley Cowan and Bobby 
Worth; features Bess Ehrhardt, Roy 
Shipstad, Evelyn Chandler, Mae 
Ross, Osborne Colson, Valerie and 
Jenna, June Pae, Phyllis and Harris 
Legg, Ruby and Bobby Maxson, 
Bruce Mapes, Bobby Widholm, Gal- 
braith Bros... McKellen _ Bros., 
Thomas Twins, Heinie Brock, Fran 
Claudet, Frick and Frack, Papez and 
Zwack, Oscar Johnson, Paul Gannon, 
emcee-vocalist; Opened at Pan 
Pacific auditorium, Los Angeles, 
Sept. 4, °41; $2.20 top. 





Production flash reminiscent of big 
and spectacular musicals has been 
smartly and copiously invested in 
the new edition of the Shipstad- 
Johnson ‘Follies,’ unveiled here, as 
in past season, to a class turnout at 
the Pan Pacific rink with its 6,000 
chairs. Treatment of presentation 
is gay and gaudy, the touch of bril- 
lance supplied by Miss Fanchon 
(Fanchon & Marco), who knows her 
away around on precision routines, 
ensemble creations and eye-filling 
costumes. 

Wisely have the frappe_ im- 
presarios given the icetravaganza a 
class dressup. Few of the routines 
are new but the backgrounding and 
flash treatment give them a standout 
quality. The ‘leg-in-the-air’ art is 
still relished by the natives, how- 
ever, and the four-week stand here 
should pile up a substantial profit. 
For a break-in performance it was 
singularly free of rough spots and 
showed the results of careful and 
intensive driHing in the two-month 
rehearsal period in Frisco. 

Troupe has a galaxy of blade ex- 
perts who need bow to none of the 
contemporary rink royalty. In the 
stellar bracket are such faves as 
Roy Shipstad, Bess Ehrhardt, Harris 
Legg, Evelyn Chandler and those 
show-stealing youngsters, Ruby and 
Bobby Maxson. Still remembered 
for the waltz number, they were 
picked out for solid applause on 
their first swing around the frozen 
arena. On the comedy line are such 
popular performers as Bobby Wid- 
holm, McKellen Bros., Heinie Brock, 
Frick and Frack, Eddie Shipstad and 
Oscar Johnson. Missing this year is 
top billing for Miss Ehrhardt, who 
has headed previous revues. She’s 
still a class performer, however, and 
shares the femme piaudits with la 
Chandler, a topnotch artist in any 
league. 

Production numbers cover a broad 
front from nursery tales to a highly 
colorful fiesta. The crystal ballet, 
spreading out the 32 ensemble cho- 
rines Over the ice, opens the show 
and gives Osborne Colson an op- 
portunity to go into a graceful glide 
around the arena. A mixed group- 
ing of adagio dancers follows, and 
then into a nursery routine to set off 
the talents of June Rae. An allergy 
of youth, as an evident play for the 
youngsters, serves as a background 
for Harris Legg’s stilt skating and 
long leaps over giant mushrooms. 
Daffy Draftees prove the biggest 
laugh-provoker of the first half. 
Group of eight rookies satirize vari- 
ous camp routines, and for a finale 
use their guns as hockey sticks to 
push around a tin helmet serving as 
the puck. [Four Bruises do similar 
turn in New York’s ‘Icecapades.’— 





- 


Early in gagless and straightforward 
manner 

Fast opening with the Three Har- 
monica Bees in brace of mouth- 
organ arrangements. Decidedly in 
the groove. June Brady next and a 
pacecarrier with legit vocal of| 
‘Daddy,’ utilizing a patter chorus for | 
impressions of film and radio stars 
for bellringing results and a beg- | 
off. | 

Nice routining brings on Jerry | 
Bergman for some swift magic with | 








style, briskly paced by emcee Stan 


small stuff sans chatter, okay as sold. 
Makes spot for Ross and West, who | 
follow with satires of radio serials, 
quiz shows, etc., a smart offering and 
a possibility for more sophisticated 
company. The Three Harts, femme 
hoofers, follow with some fairish 
tappery and challenge. 

Windy Cooke, caught here before, 
is a youngster with a decided flair 
for imitatiens and sound impressions. 
He works fast with considerable as- 
surance, banging out a show-stop- 
ping interlude. Typical Bowes 
touch next with brief bit’ of a.k. 
spoon and bone rattling by Paul 
Jones, all right as a tempo changer. 
Makes room for ventriloquism of 
Dickey Ludwig, who works a dummy 
well in fairish talk and closing vocal. 
Danny Drayson, next, has been 
around, and his eccentric legmania 
and gagging show a practiced hand. 
Just right for a closer is ‘Any Bonds 
Today’ by the entire company, which 
winds up matters with the usual 
Stars and Stripes. 

Biz okay considering h.o. of film. 

Burm. 





Ed.] ‘Vacationland’ parades_ the 
specialties of Chandler and Mapes, 
Bobby Widholm and the Gaibraitn 
Bros., the latter billed as syncro- 
flashes and top precision team of the 
aggregation. Mae Ross is introed as 
the outfit’s starlet and skims over the 
glaze in gracious arcs. McKellen 
Bros. are using a football bit this 
season to show off their acrobatics, 
‘Romance at Midnight,’ a highly dec- 
orative setting for Bess Ehrhardt 
and Roy Shipstad in a doubles swish 
over the ice, dissolves into ‘Waltz 
Silhouette’ and brings on the swing 
waltz and’ the Maxsons. The sitters 
couldn’t get enough of the young- 
sters and made them take solo bows. 
It finaled the first half but the mob 
was still applauding after the lights 
went up. 

‘Modern Capers’ by the ‘24 cute 
tricks’ pry open the second session, 
followed by Roy Shipstad’s specialty 
that always brings down the house, 
Next the Thomas Twins float around 
with legs extended, followed by 
Heinie Brock with his comicalities. 
Top production number, Fiesta, a 
riot of color and native costume, is 
a show-stopper, with Miss Ehrhardt 
and Colson and Claudet superbly ef- 
fective. Frick and Frack score with 
their comedy acrobatics, Papez and 
Zwack perform a waltz chiffon, and 
Miss Chandler shares the ‘Good Old 
Days’ number with Shipstad and 
Johnson, comedy balanced off against 
skilled blade work by the former. 
‘Ahoy Maties,’ with the 32 Ice Fol- 
liettes, provides a flash finale. 

Rated the best ‘Follies’ to pitch 
here, it should have a highly success- 
ful tour. Missing from this year’s 
program is any credit for Music Corp. 
of America although the tour is still 
being booked by the outfit, according 
to office attaches. Operating cost of 
the show is said to be around $15,000 
a week. Helm 


DIXIANA REVUE 


(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N. C.) 





Charlotte, Sept. 5. 
Dan Fitch, Carl Mason, Pryde & 
Dell, Royal American Singers (5), 
Harrisons (2), Walter Walters, Jr., 
Walston Models (8), Band (4); 
‘Thieves Fall Out’ (WB). 





Well-balanced, fast-moving unit is 
Dan Fitch’s ‘Dixiana Revue,’ which 
outdoes the majority of localized tab 
revues in that there actually is a 
touch of Dixie ia it. The Walston 
Models are featured in a produc- 
tion number in which each of girls 
represents a southern state and band 
plays a song representative of that 
state as girl make entry. There are 
a couple of blackface acts featuring 
Dan Fitch and Carl Mason, while 
opening number is built around the 
minstrel theme, featuring line and 
Royal American Singers. 

Act that was best received on show 
caught was Pryde and Dell, novelty 
turn. Pryde does some clever jug- 
gling and proves himself an ace 
showman, while Miss Dell con- 
tributes comedy as well as looks in 
a better-than-average stooge per- 
formance. Almost stopped show 
with bit in which Miss Dell stood on 
Pryde’s head and juggled balls as he 
juggled Indian clubs. 

The Royal American Singers (Ed 
Heisler, Bill Bane, Richmond Page, 
Charles Fuller and Fletcher Wood- 
bury), featured in the Broadway 
production of ‘Yokel Boy,’ are pleas- 
ing in their singing turn. Renditions 
of musical comedy and college med- 
leys, and ‘Uncle Sam’s Lullaby’ from 
‘Yokel Boy’ drew heavy applause. 

The Harrisons, Bob and Joan, con- 
tribute okay tapping. They open 
with a neat team number, Bob Har- 


rison coming back alone to give 
nifty imitations of Ray Bolger, 
Eleanor Powell, Joan Davis, Bill 
Robinson and Fred Astaire. Joan is 


featured in their last number. 
Walter Walters. Jr., son of the old 
vaude team of Walters and Walters, 
is pleasing in a ventriloquist turn. 
Working with a sailor and country 
girl dummies, he maintains the illu- 
sion satisfactorily, but at times his 
own voice is too low to pick up. In 
his best bit, he keeps the dummy 
gabbing while he guzzles a drink. 
Fitch and Mason, both vaude vets, 
are so-so in their blackface turn. 
Fitch also is on in a single, a jail- 
house sequence, in which he sings. 
Walston Models aré above average 
in looks and turn in neat hoofing in 
their three appearances. 
Good house on show caught. Just 


Miranda’s Sister ‘Set 
For N.Y. Copacabana 


Aurora Miranda, Carmen’s young- 
er sister, reopens the Copaca- 
| bana nitery for Monte Proser in New 
York. Coincidentally, Carmen Mi- 
randa will also be around Broad- 
way in a new Shubert musical. 

Another ffirst-timer in WN. Y. 
niteries is Kitty Carlisle, when she 
bows into the Versailles tomorrow 
(Thursday), which also. marks the 
retrun of Maximilian Bergere and 
Panchito orchestras. It’s the lat- 
ter’s fourth consecutive year; Ber- 
| gere’s seventh engagement. 
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Coceanut Grove 


Mary Parker 
Billy Danie] 


Bar ef Masic 
| Bill Jordan 
|George Kent 


NEW YORK CITY 





Pronaph Gis 

Harry Pooley Ore 
Congress Hete) 
(Glass Hat Km) 








Lucile Angel Jimmy Brierly Vincent Bragale O 
: as Tony Sharrabba |\6 H'wood Starlet Shore 
Armando’s Don Syivio Ore | Dick Winslow Ore | Mitchell Leisen , Eddie Danders Orc 
Geo Merris Ore Anzelo Orc Freddie Martin Orc Drake Hotel 
Pedrito Ore Bill's Gay 90's Biltmore Bow! Earl C , Camillia House) 
Julie Colt i Max & His Gang arrel Bob Grant Ore 
Charles Strickland Dr a 
Bill Berteletti’s | Lulu Bates Rita & Rubin's Rockwell Dale Evans 
Fred Bishop Frank Paris B Minnevitch Co Edgewater Beach 
Nola Day 1 Carl Ravazza Ore Helen O'Hara Lotel 


Lynn Russell ena pe el Ser Shriner Michel Ortiz Ba 











Seno Gharctall” Harry Donnelly © ie Madelya” Mersdith 
Edith Lambert Bernie Grauer Casa Manana Rarney Grant 


Annette 
Moya 
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Cate Society 
(Midtew n) 
Eddie South Ore 


| Ozzie Nelson Ore 
|Lelita & Ardo 


Stewe 


Dorothy Ford 
;6 Debopairs 
| Beryl Wallace 


Gifford 
Lane 





De, 


(Beach Watk) 
Henry Busse Orc 
Albins 
Lee Edwards 
Otto Glasser 
Fuzzy Coombs | 
‘Nighthawks 





| Aurette 


Denna Darnell 
Yvonne & St Clair 
Bernice Marshall 
Jeri Vance 
| Hazel Scott 
| Alaha 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 
Stevens Hotel 
(Comtinental Rm) 
Del Courtney Orc 
Villa Venice 
Rosita Ortega 
Poggi & Igor 
Tana 
Vanessa & Sandino 
Jacqueline Mignac 
Buzzonnie 
Rinaldi 





Sis 














Penn Atlantic Hotel | 
(Palm Km) 
Al Francis 
Reyal Palm “Ore 
Bitz Cartten Hotel 
(Merry Go Kound 
Room) 

Eddy Mergan Orc 
Traymore Hotel 
Bill Madden's Orc 
Village Gardena 
Don Gibson m 
Mildred La Verne 
Senorita Del Rio 

Helen White 


Hap Brander Ore 


PHILADELPHIA 


Danny Versee Ore 
Little Rathskeler 


Margie Smith 

Dagmar 

Guardsmen 

Leon Fields 

Victor Hugo’s Ore 

Manoa Inn 

Gene Tobin 

Dot Garcey 

Edythe Sallade 

Frank Cuneo Ore 

Nancy Neweil 
Minstrel Tavera 

Arlene Day 

Baby Eli 

Ed McGoldrick, Jr. 


| Alberto 








Margie Rose March 
Sissy Ginnie Loftus 


Fally Foy 

Stella Engle 

Ed McGoldrick, Sr 
Neil Dieghan's 

Vince & Anila 

May Digs 

Leonard Cooks 

Jess Altmiiler 


Armand Delmar 
Billy Arnold Orc 
Olid Falls Tavern 
Billie Chester 

Faye Merrill 

Billy Mayes’ Ore 

|Frankie Richardson 

| Pussy De Carmo 


Al Kilbride 
Peaceck Gardens 
Vincent Rizzo Orc 
irlotta Dale 
Rainbow Terrace 
(Strafford, Pa.) 
Cecil Golly Orc 
Margie Kelly 
Gene Hyman 
Jimmy Engler 
Hal Fifer 
Red Hill Ina 
(Pennsauken, N. 
Julia Cummings 
Renaldo 
Warren Phillips 
Murray Aun 
Roman Grille 


Cloude 


J.) 


June 
Doris Lee 
Johnny Guilfoyle 
Gloria Dale 
Lenny Pegton Ore 
Radio Echoes 
Rendezwous 
(Hetel Senator) 
Beale St Boys 
Bob Davis 
Walter Lane 
Johnny Pich (3) 
Sam’s Cafe 
Frank Ponti 
Tommy Rowe 
Pepper Garat 
Miss Lynn 
doe Joeovinelli 
Mike Ray Orc 
Silver Fleet Inn 
Chie Lauler 
Max Levin 
Joe Lenny 
Phil Mills Ore 
Joe Scotty 
Silver Lake Inn 
Los Ojeda Danc 
Geo Reed 
Gypsy Rita 
Alice Lucey 
Frank Hessel] Ore 
Spatoia's 
Jean Henne 
Don Renaldo (4) 
Aveyou 
Stamp’s 
Virginia Lamour 
Faye Trotter 
Margie Drummond 
Marion Tulley 
Lanny Vale 
Gwen Stader 
Terry Lynne 
Hal Pfaff Ore 
Debs (4) 
Sun Ray Gardens 
Agnes Willis 
Rayden & Rogers 
Joe Altie 
Jean Rice 
Beatrice & Danny 
Vicki Vardon 
Don Anton Ore 
69th St. Rathskeller 
Peggy Phillips 
Bobby Rae 
Victor Dacosta 
Shandor & Margo 
Ray Harkins 
Frances Dale 
Swan Club 
Marty Bohn 
Linda Lief 
Watson Sis 
Nancy Lee 
20th Century 
Frances Carroll 
University 8 
Stylists 
Kenny Shaffer Trio 
Arthur Strohman 


Weber's Hof Brau 
Camden 


Iris Wayne 

Jules Flacco’s Ore 
Pen Rannerman 
Kay & Karol 

Syd Golden 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
| Leren Parsons 
Sanford Mandel 
Barry Wilkinson 
(Meter Bar) 
Abbs 
Kowery 
Estelle Taylor 
3 McNally Sis 
Blanche Hammond 
Fortunella & C 
Paddy Cliff 
Don Arden Dane 
Chas Carlisle 


Vie 


Benny Kesh Ore 
Casaneva 

Don & Cassandra 

Ruth Jordan 

Fio Poulis 

Ann Lee 


2 Aptilas 

Lee Walters Ore 
(lab Congo 

4 Mills Bros 

Betty St Claire 

i Gladys Madden 

| Alice Lyons 

3 Buds 

|} Snowball & Johnny 

i} Jovner & Joyce 

& Reedettes 

} King Perry Orc 

Cerktown Taverns 

Dolly Stirling 

eth Farrell 

| Kilen Kaye 

|; Joe E herns 

reo & Corte 
Vesters 

hen Arquette Ore 

Hund's 

Timers 

Lopez 





| 
3 Old 
Manuel 
| London Chep House 
Barleau 
(Green 


Whitman O 


Corinne 
| Barney 
| Frank 
Clarice 
fiub Mayfair 
| Marty Joyce 
Jay Howard 
Arnaw & Diana 
Maxine Holman 
Diana Davies 
Lyn Roth 
Tippin Sis 
Phil Olsen 
Club Mar-Jo 
Carroll & Gorman 
June Carson 
Dancing Dietriches 
| Merritt. Lamb Ore 


Ore 





Morocco 
Nineties’ 
| Duray 

} oder Ore 
| Madelon Baker 
Nebiolo's 
Nita 


‘Gav Rev 
| Buddy 


j Joe 





| Sande 





DETROIT 


Johnny Palace 
Leonard See!l Ore 
Northwood Ina 
Anita Jacobi 
Woods & Bray 
Harry Schilling 
Roshee & Lee 
Ray Carlin Ore 
Olde Wayne Club 
Eddie Mann Orc 
Bernice Bishop 
Palm Beach 
Carlos, Vesta 
Bob Hopkins 
Blanche & Elliott 
The Workmans 
Don Pablo Orc 
Huck'’s Redferd tana 
Mac McGraw Orc 
Royale 
Raul & Eva Reyes 
Paul Rosini 
Maurie Austin 
Nancy Hunt 
Rovale Starlets 
Dick Worthington 
Pamela Britton 
ben McGrane Ore 
Statler Hetel 
Williams Ore 
San Dicge 
Watkins 2 


Paul Gordon Orc 
Danny MeCurtin 
Retty Hathway 


& Yolanda 
Stevadora 
Jack Terry 
Le Blanc & Du C 
Renee Hartinan 
Mr. Ming 
Carrol Crane 
Tiny Gorman 
Jack Themas Ore 
The Tropics 
Conrads 
Gloria Van 
Jerry Shelten Ore 
Hope Laurence 
Verne 
Billy Meagher 
Bobbie Robbins 
Raul & Annette 
Alte Fryer Orc 
Whittler Hotel 
(Geld Cub Koom) 
Herman Fine 
Wonder Bar 


Valencia 


Irene Rosch 
Vocalions 
Castrillos Ore 


508 Club 


Dale Rhodes 

Li Giovanni 

Margo Good 

Good & Goody 
Verne Wilcox 

John & Jessie Hora 
Olga Ray 

Horace Houck Ore 


PITTSBURGH 


Anchorage 
Hugh Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 

Arlington Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Orc 

Baleonades 
| Buddy Carlson 

Bill Green's 
E Hoagland 
Don Burke 
Judie Bennett 


Ore 


Orc 


Boogie-Weegie Club 





' 





| Bob 


— lola 

verett Havdn 
— Donahoe 
Al Devin 
Evergreen Gardens 
Revelers 


Sam Sweet 
Alice Sene 
Zelda 


Wicked Willies 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Frankie Tittle 3 
ck Sans 


oa , Lee 

Boog Sherman 

|Maxie Simon Hotel Wm Penn 

Harry Comosada (Continental Bar) 

| Buddy Biaine Wanda 

| Tubby Miller Eecarig 

| Reggie Dvorak Merry -Ge-RKound 

| Cork and Bottle | Henry Jerome Ore 

| Llos ad Fox Dick Finnes 
Colonial Sandy Sloan 

Len Malvern Orc eaay Dabees 


Neil Buckley 
Kddie Peyten’s 
Art Schamberg Orc 

Mildred Sega! 
Eddie Peyton 
Sandy Mcclintock 
Marion Muller 
El Chice 
Mario Merin Orc 
Virginia Ramos 
Dancing Players 
Kvergreens 
Revelers 
Kay Burke 
Ray Valance 
Nancy Grey 
Hotel Fort Pitt 
Ken Bailey Ore 
Johnny Mitchell 
Herry Walton 
Metel I 
(Silver Grill) 
M Contreras Orc 
Conchita 
(Gay 90's) 
Devwthy ‘Nesbitt 


Hotel Tih Avenue 





Bess Saunders 





8 Steps 
Kennywood Park 
Enoch Light Orc 
New Pern 
H Fritschie Orc 


Stirling & Rubia 


Evelyn Johnson 
Camilia Norka 
Sylvian 

Nixen Cafe 
Al Marisco Oro 
Bob Carter 
Burns 2 & Evelyn 
Helene Denizon 
Valentine Vox 
Ruth Perry 

Nut House 
Sherdina Walker O 
Ted Blake 
George Gregg 
Harry Frank 
Arthur Lieyd 
Chuck Wilson 


Casia 
Frank Shean Orc 

Pines 
Bil! LeRoy Orc 

Treion 


Yachtsmen 


(Continued on page 46) 
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At Least 9 New Plays for September, 


On Bway, Earlier Start Than Last Yr 


+ 
vv 


That the Broadway season of 1941- 
42 is starting away ahead of last 
year productively is revealed by the 
fact that the first month is due to 
see nine or 10 new plays on the 
Main Stem, whereas in September, 
40, there were but three entrants. 
In addition there are more shows 
of indicated importance in rehearsal, 
representing well-known managerial 
names. The laggardness of the past 
half dozen years has gone and pro- 
ducers are on their toes, while the 
activity of new showmen is giving 
the better-knowns not yet in action 
something to think about. 


Forecast of musical activity is 
proving correct, there being three 
major attractions of that type being 
readied. 

First arrival was ‘Village Green, 
which opened last week at the 
Miller. This week two shows are 
definite, ‘The Wookey’ debuting at 
the Plymouth and ‘Brother Cain’ at 
the Golden. Two other premierés 
set back a few days are “Two-Story 
House,’ renamed ‘Cuckoos on the 
Hearth,’ at the Morosco, and ‘More 
the Merrier,’ Cort. Next week, too, 
will see ‘Keep Covered’ at Broad- 
burst. 

Production activity has naturally 
meant that many actors are engaged, 
so much so that at last week’s Equity 
council meeting it was difficult to 
obtain a quorum. Some councillors 
who had turned up suddenly were 
missing, it being assumed that they 
returned to rehearsals. 

Sunday performances will again 
be a factor on Broadway when the 
season gets into stride. Last Sunday 
(7) three musicals played and drew 
excellent business from the Labor 
Day weekend visitors. ‘Hellzapop- 
pin’ in particular benefited, getting 
$7,000 in two times on the Sabbath. 
That accounted for the revue skying 
to approximately $24,000 on the 


week, although there was a general | 


offish trend along Broadway. 


Unusual Technicality 
Confronts Equity On 
Alien ‘Hattie’ Dancer 


Equity’s council is faced with a 
curiously difficult problem, the case 
of Conchita, dancer in ‘Panama Hat- 
tie, who is 19 and has been in this | 
country since she was a year old. 

Girl was born in Venezuela and 
is wed to Larry Wirth, also a dancer 
and a citizen. Under the immigra- 
tion laws she cannot attain citizen | 
ship until reaching the age of 21, 
but Conchita has asked Equity to | 
make an exception in her case so 
that she will be outside the alien 
rules requirements. 

As an alien Conchita must pay 
Equity 5% of her salary, the mini- 
mum being $10. She does not ob- 
ject to that; the six months between 
engagements regulation is the crush- 
er. Dancer was offered a job in 
‘Viva O’Brien,’ one of the new 
revues which has a Latin-American 
background, but as an alien ske can- 
not accept. 

There’s another 
with which Equity 
fronted 

The union has been inclined to 
make concessions in the matter of 
its alien actor rule, which forbids 
such players appearing unless there 
are six-month lapses between en- 
gasements. 
however, comes 
has an important 
Was not so in the case of 
Berghof, who was wanted for 
‘Candle in the Wind,’ but whose en- 
fagement in the Maxwell Ander- 
son play was nixed. 








alien 


has been 


when 
part, 


the player 
But 
Herbert 


_Author appeared before the coun- | 
cil and explained that while Berg- | 


hof’s part was not one of the leads, 
his services were sought because he 
Was well known in Germany. An- 


other foreigner was rehearsing the | 


part, so it was a case of putting one 
alien out of a job and giving it to 
another. Berghof appeared in 
‘Somewhere in France,’ tried out last 
Spring, but still indefinite for Broad- 


way, and he cannot accept a legit | 


job until November, unless It is es- 
sential to the play. 





Harold Eaton, Broadway columnist | 


for the Newhouse papers, has just 
started to cover the openings for the | 
Newark Star-Ledger and the Syra- | 
cuse Herald-Journal, two of several | 
dailies in the Newhouse chain. 





problem | 
con- | 


Its nod to the managers, | 


that | 


See Upped Biz 


Managers and ticket people 
look forward to the end of the 
month and early October to 
bring excellent Broadway thea- 
tre attendance, what with the 
Joe Louis-Lou Nova fight Sept. 
29 and the start of the world’s 
series at the Yankee Stadium 
two days later. Both events will 
draw hordes of sports folk from 
out of town, 

There have been squawks 
registered over starting the 
world’s series ball games on Oct. 
1, that date being the Jewish 
Day of Atonement (Yom Kip- 
pur), 


Child Law Bans 
Father, Rhine 
From D.C. Dates 


Washington's archaic law against 
children appearing on the stage is 
keeping ‘Life With Father’ and 
‘Watch on the Rhine,’ two of Broad- 
way’s crack attractions, out of the 
capital. District of Columbia pro- 
hibits persons under 18 from profes- 
sional appearances. House recently 
passed a bill dropping the age limit 
to 14, but the Senate was too busy 














with the tax bill to consider the 
measure. 
Even if the new regulation be- 


comes law, neither show will be able 
to play the stand, one of the livest in 
the country. Both call for young- 
|sters, and especially in the case of 
‘Father’ the little redheads are posi- 
tively essential. Recently, when ‘The 
Wookey’ opened in Washington there 
was difficulty in giving the perform. 
ance because of the high age limit. 
Buffalo also has a.k. rules about 
stage kids, so neither ‘Father’ nor 
‘Rhine’ is likely to play that stand. 

It’s understood that the vaudfilm 
houses are seeking changes in the 
pending statute whereby juveniles 
would be permitted to play four or 
|} more performances di ily. 
in the new bill is 11 p. m. 


‘LAUGH IT OFF’ TAKEN | 
BY AL LEWIS FOR B’WAY 








®! kin back, ‘Louisiana Purchase.’ 





} 








| 


Hollywood, Sept. 9. 
Albert Lewis, stage producer, | 
bought Rowland Brown’s musical | 


play, ‘Laugh It Off,’ 
Broadway. 
Production follows 
the Eddie Cantor show, 
ing prepared by Lewis. 
» 


for showing on 


‘Banjo Eyes,’ 
currently be- 


Krantz Succeeds Blair 
As Cleveland Manager 


Cleveland, Sept. 9. 
Milton Krantz, who formerly man- 
Studebaker theatre in Chi- 


agea tne 


cago, became manager of the Hanna 
last week when William T. Blair re- 
signed. 

Zlair, who had been associated 
with the town’s sole legit house for 


14% years as manager and treasurer 
is entering the hotel business. He 
joined staff of Hotel Carter as an 


| assistant manager, in 
lic relations department. 

Appointment of Krantz, youngest 
exec the Hanna has ever had, was a 
surprise even to theatre’s drama- 
|sponsoring organization known as 
*Playgoers of Cleveland, Inc. Only 
| 33, he’s been connected with such 
|Chicago houses as the old Illinois, 
| Auditorium and Erlanger, as well as 
|being business manager for road 
|companies during a 20-year theatri- 
cal career. 

Owned by Carl H. Hanna, 
' with Ed Wynn’s ‘Boys and Girls To- 
i gether,’ followed by 17 Playgoers- 
| sponsored attractions. 





Harry J. Essex’s ‘Stronger Than 
Brass’ being tried out by Ruby Reed | 
at her House of Theatre, N. Y., with 
Victor Finney and Judy Bentley in 
| leads. 


| 


| 





Production Personnel | 





Sam Stratton ahead, Thomas Bod- 


John Pollock ahead, 
back, ‘Theatre.’ 
Barclay McCarthy ahead, Harry 


Eddie Cooke 


Cline back, ‘Life With Father’ 
(northern co.), Willie Schneider 
back (southern cCo.), 

Clarence Gray back, ‘Scandals’ 


unit, no agent used. 

Bill Doll ahead, Thomas Kilpat- 
rich back, ‘Cuckoos on the Hearth’ 
(formerly ‘Two-Story House’). 

Dick Maney agent, Lou Deak man- 
ager, ‘The Wookey.’ Maney also 
handling press for ‘Anne of Eng- 
land’ and ‘The Moore The Merrier.’ 
Irving Cooper back with ‘Merrier.’ 
Lodewick Vroom managing ‘Anne.’ 


Harry Davies agent, Charles 
Knapp back, ‘Brother Cain.’ 
Mike Goldreyer ahead, Leon 


Spachner back, ‘Keep Covered.’ 
Ben Kornziweig ahead, Bill Norton 
back, ‘Mr. Big.’ 
Leo Freedman agent, John Tuerk 


back (also producer), ‘The Distant 
City.’ 
Phyllis Perlman ahead, Charles 


Harris back, ‘Best Food Forward.’ 
Frank Cruickshank ahead, Louis 
Epstein back, ‘Hold On to Your 
Hats,’ with John Sneckenberger per- 
sonal representative for Al Jolson. 


— 


Final Count on “41 Strawhat Season 


Indicates No Sock Possibilities For 
Bway; 14 Out 104 Tries Nominated 





Tax Victory 


A delegation from Broadway 
legit was a major factor in 
show business’ victory last week 
over the Senate-proposed 50% 
increase in admission taxes, 
which would have included all 
amusements. 

Detailed story on page 7. 








Civic Cultural 


Center Planned 


For Chis Aud 


Chicago, Sept. 9. 
Progress is being made on the plan 
to save the Auditorium theatre and | 








Bill Fields agenting, Harry Essex 
back, ‘Candle in the Wind.’ 

Elmer Kenyon agent, Edgar Runkel 
manager, ‘Macbeth.’ 

Francis Robinson ahead, Alan At- 
water back, ‘The Doctor’s Dilemma.’ 

Campbell Casad ahead, Paul 
Slayer back, ‘Johnny Belinda.’ 

Charles Washburn agent, ‘Western 
Union, Please.’ 

Jack Pierre ahead, Nick Waggoner 
back, ‘Mamba’s Daughters.’ 

Charles Burke, Harry McWilliams 
agents, Mario Gallo back, ‘DeBasil 
Ballet Russe.” _ 

John Henry Mears, 
port back, ‘Jump for Joy.’ 

Larry Anhalt ahead, Bob Milford 
back, ‘My Sister Eileen’ (road). 

Reuben Rabinovitch ahead, Gil 
Haskell back, ‘Hellzapoppin’ (road). 

Al Spink, Charles Bragg ahead, 
Fred Tweifel back, ‘Boys and Girls 


Together.’ 

John Montague ahead, Herman 
Bernstein back, ‘Arsenic and Old 
Lace’ (road). 

Vincent McKnight ahead, ‘Native 
Son.’ : 

Freddie Shader ahead, Louis Ka- 


liski back, ‘Meet the People.’ 
Tom Kane ahead, Ben Stein back, 


; | OF | ‘Separate Rooms.’ 
Time limit | 


Carlton Miles ahead, Irving Becker 


Robert Rap- | 


Auditorium | 
Music Foundation, organized for the 
purpose of saving the buildings, and 

| headed by Robert Hall McCormick, 
is holding meetings regularly and 





} 


| 


! 


, the financially successful 


| season 


| 





| 


| 
| late June 


trying to round up the coin neces- | 


| sary to secure the future of the 
| property. 

| Plans now include 
| $400,000 by public 


one to 


it as a civic 
| center. 
Foundation been 


has negotiating 


| for a buy-in on the property and has | 


| offered $360,000 for 85% 
| erty, with the owners 
accept 10-year bonds in 
Remaining 15% 
surance company 


of the prop- 


payment. 


which is reported 


raise | 
subscription to | 
improve the property and to operate | 
musical and cultural | 


is owned by an in-| 


| willing to lease at a low rental. With | 


the property as a civie institution, 
this would result in a considerable 
slicing in tax assessments. 


B’klyn Ticket Brokers 
Suspended 5 Days For 
Over-Charging Cop 








back, ‘Tobacco Road.’ 
Gertrude Bromberg ahead, Wal- 

| lace Munro back, ‘Claudia’ (road co.). 
Karl Bernstein agent, Harry Ben- | 
son manager, ‘Village Green.’ Bern- 
— Ag agenting ‘Banjo Eyes 
again back w ith. 


Jarris 


‘Pal 
Pn 





BROADWAY B.0O. CHANGES 

Connie Cable, Phi] Kenney, Im- 
perial to Plymouth. 

Arthur Leighton, 
Morosco, 


Plymouth to 


Aaron Hellwitz, 46th Street to Im- 
perial. 

Irving Keyser, Jean Cohen, to 
Royale from Belasco. 


Bob Howard, Royale to 46th Street, 


Helen Monroe remaining as assist- 
ant. 

Elsie Nichols now at Shubert with 
| Josie O’Brien. 


Shubert, n 


charge of pub- 


Al Holdreth, 


now 


formerly assistant at 
reasurer of St. James. 


Rex 0’ Malley Settles 
‘Lady’ Letout for 4G; | 
Sam Harris Still Billed 


Rex O'Malley, who was given a 


run-of-the- ae contract to take over | 


| taken over by 
the | 
Hanna will start its season Sept. 29 | 





the part originally played by Danny | 
Kaye in ‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin, 
N Y., but who was let out during 
rehearsal, settled with the Sam H.| 


Harris office last week. He accepted | 
pay for 10 weeks, a total of $4,000, | 
and is free to accept any other stage | 
engagement. The Kaye part was) 
Eric Brotherson, a) 
virtual newcomer, who is slated to) 
be among the featured support to| 
Gertrude Lawrence. Other 
male leads 
Walter Coy and Paul McGrath. 
Billing sets forth that ‘Lady’ is still 
presented by the late Sam H. Hajrris, 


something of a surprise along Broad- | 


way. 


' of the 


new | 


Harris staff decided it unwise! 


aie 


1sion 


First New 


license suspe1 


ticket broker 


was made last 


| week by License Commissioner Paul 


Moss in the case of the*Cohen broth- 
ers, Harry and Max, who specialize 
in Brooklyn baseball games, football 
and also some legit shows. They 
charged a detective $4.40 for tickets 
priced at $1.65 for a Dodgers game. 
Ticket men were ruled off for five 


days, license then was revived, and 
the men given a severe reprimand 
by Moss. 

Under the state law not more than 


stablished or boxoffice 
price is permitted. License is in the 
name of Frances Cohen, wife of one 
brothers. Mack Yates is also 
in the group. 

The Cohens 
Ebbets Field, 


75¢c over the e 


have 
home of the 


quarters near 
Dodgers, 


but invade Broadway in the fall and 
have frequently gotten into the hair 
of other ticket agencies, especially 
'during the football season When 
the ticket code, designed to eliminate 
| ‘digging’ for one thing, was adopted, 
they are alleged to have boasted they 
would get tickets for any show in 
town, although not being given al- 


lotments from theatre: 


‘$2, 500 LANDS SPECIAL 
MAT FOR FORD DEALERS 


Detroit, Sept. 9. 

More than 1,600 Ford dealers met 
all the people of ‘Meet the People,’ 
| although it took some swift work to 
do it. 

The dealers, in Detroit for their 
annual convention, had scheduled a 
| ballgame on their agenda for Friday 
(5). Came rain and the game was 
called off at noon. 





| House,’ 


| 


'ers at first viewing. 


| (Gloucester, 
agreeing to} 





What is virtually the final count 
on tryouts in the summer show shops 
On paper the results are bet- 
ter than last year, as recénitly ine 


dicated in Variety, but unless there 
are.surprises the quality of the pro- 


is in. 


| duct appears to be no different than 


before, new.plays being in-between- 
Net result of 
hideaway 
is that after affording sur- 
cease from the heated period for 
many actors and diversion to sum- 
mer visitors, it produced nary a real 
good thing. 

Up to Sept. 7 there 
| tried out, 14 being nominated as 
| Broadway possibilities. Last season 
there were 118 tryouts of which 11 
were rated having a chance on the 
main stem. Of this season’s product 

eight have been singled out as hav- 
| ing picture value and may reach the 
, screen if not regularly produced. 

Tempo Picked Up 

Starting June 1, when two plays 

were tried out, the tempo gradually 


were 104 plays 


| hotel here following its shuttering picked up, reaching the peak in mid- 
|on July 31 for failure to meet light, | | August when 27 new scripts were 
| power and tax bills. 


| unfolded in the sticks, with the ma- 
terial and talent scouts hopping all 
over the Atiantic seaboard. From 
until last August there 
were never fewer than six shows 
tried out. The ‘standouts’ and the 
spots at which they were presented, 
already produced or announced for 
Broadway: 

‘Las Belle 
Conn.); ‘Dr. Brent’s 
(Woodstock, N. Y.); 
Judy’ (Catholic University, 
ton); ‘Lend An Ear’ (revue) (Co- 
hasset, Mass.); ‘The King’s Maid’ 
Mass.); ‘New Orleans’ 
(St. Louis) ‘Village Green’ (White 
Plains, N. Y.) (already open, Miller); 
‘Little Dark Horse’ (Westport); 
‘Western Union, Please’ (Milburn); 
‘Walk Into My Parlor’ (Sayville, 
L. I.); ‘Goldfish Bowl’ (Woodstock); 
‘Beggar’s Opera’ (new version) (New 
Hope, Pa.); ‘“Two-Story House’ 
(Gloucester), (due soon after regular 
tryout); ‘Concert Tour’ (Woodstock), 

Plays considered having Holly- 
wood appeal: ‘U.S. 90,’ ‘Village 
Green,’ ‘New Orleans, “Two-Story 
‘One Punch Judy,’ ‘Western 
Union Please,’ ‘Concert Tour,’ and 
‘Dr. Brent’s Household.’ 

Last Season ‘f’y.as So To 

Last season the best of the straw- 
hat product was ‘Mr. and fis. North.’ 
It is credited with naving ended 
with a profit. ‘Johnny Belinda’ also 


(Wesiport, 
Household’ 
‘One Punch 
Washing- 


Helene’ 


came from the barns; although it 
scored a season’s stay it went too far 
into the red to recover, but has a 
chance to win back the heavy bank- 
roll on the road. ‘Out of The Fry- 
ing Pan’ probably made more money 
than the the other two beccuse it 
cost little to operate,, a good figure 
was obtained for the piciure rights 
and it is considered idea] for summer 
tock useace, little theatres, colleges 
and the like. Others which tried 
Broadway struck out, 

Show business will probably talk 


about ‘Life With Father’ coming from 
the summer stocks for years to come 


and it may be another generation 
before anything so favorably com- 
parative will eventuate. Quality of 
the cemedy, which approaching 
the end of its second year on Broad- 
way (Empire), was rather well- 
known before it wa Iided at 
Showhegan, Me., two summe go 
Last fall three revivals vith aed 
tarts came to town but none is defi- 
nite as yet. Listed for showing are 
‘Miss Nellie of N’Orleans’ and ‘Anna 
| Christie” ‘Her Cardboard Lover’ 


may have been a possibility based on 
its recent success, but Tallulah 

Bankhead was the draw rather than 
the play, and she is to appear in the 
new ‘Clash by Night,’ by Clifford 
Odets. 


Hale Quits Equity Staff to 
Advise on Army Shows 


Edward E. Hale of Equity’s head- 
| quarters has resigned and trained 








Entertainment | | for Ft. Bragg, N. C., Monday (8) to 
are Willard Parker,| committee then called up the Cass | , act an civilian adviser on stage en- 


|theatre and laid $2,500 on the line | tertainment for the joint Citizens 


for a special matinee. Although the 
; house had only two hours in which 
to round up the cast, musicians, 


| stagehands, etc., everybody 


was | 


Committee for the Army and Navy 
and the National Theatre Confer- 
ence. 

Francis Clark, also of the Equity 


to drop the name of the showman) there when the curtain was rung up | staff, has been elevated, taking over 


over his final production. 


at 2:15 on the musical. 


| Hale’s duties, 


4 
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Plays Ou 


MR. BiG 


Boston, Sept. 8 

Farce in two acts by Arthur Sheekn 
and Margaret Shane, presented and direct- 
ed by George Ss Kaufman; settings ay 
ald Oenslager; at Plymouth, Bo Se 
8, '41; $2.75 top 
Henry Stacey....-ccccseres Geor \ 
Paula Lorine pain whtwedkhame tee. ae 
Harley L. Miller....cceseoess Hiume Cronyn 
Oscar Cullen.....cceeseveeees Harry ¢ or 
ee CER: 6 o6sctcstcccesesse Judson Laire 
Myra Davenport....ceeeeeeereee: Nina Doll 
Joan Starling......+++-. i> ealne Ree vers 
ON RATT tr James MacDonald 
Pr. Willoughby..........-- Richard Barbee 
Gs h.nes 60 64506. 06 66SCR 2 ERETEESS Ray Mayer 
BtAMGOR, ...00000ccece0eset. Clair Bayfield 
Biome, JOGGUD..cccccsccresess Eleanor Phelps 
Pe My. sj nesncecdvecteupen Jack Leslie 
Charles G. Wakeshaw......-. Florenz Ames 
The Littlio Man....cc.scees E. J. Ballantine 
Amy Stevens.......ceeeeeees Betty Furness 
gS OPPT PETE TC TIRE LE re George Letrie 
BEOGOIEE.. wc ccccccecesecece Robert Whitehead 
Bennedy......ccsersveves ..David Crowell 
Eric Reynolds........ssece:: Barry Sullivan 
PROGNOY... 2.0. recccccvceccecss Osear Volk 
Broadway Sarah.............--Mitzi Hajos 
Gohnny Tilley....:............Sidney Stone 
See, DOryin......sccccccces + Saran Mioyd 
fan from Brooklyn........ Harry M. Cook 
Molly Higee.......... Ruth Thane McDevitt 
dack Lampeson..........-++:- John Parrish | 
fan from Boston...........-: Harold Green 
Hhotographers: William Layton, Edward 
Fisher. 
Policemen: Benson Springer, Robert 


t of Town 


| The More The Merrier 


Baltimore, Sept. 2. 
Fare n three acts by Frank Gabrielson 
nd Irvin Pineus; presented by Otto L 
t nger nd Norman Pincus; staged by 
art I Preminger; setting, Stewart 
' t Marviand theatre, Baltimor 
j oper r Sept. 2, ‘41; $2.22 top 
; oO} : 
| M ‘ we eceeeeee- Dorrit Kelton 
| Harveys Roval errr oT. Louis Hect 
is wr Broderick. ..cccecee> J. Cc. Nugent 
|} Jackson vsguseees@tn es Herbert Duffy 
TCriver® .....-ceccececceces ..Robert Gray 
Daniel Finmch....+-+esceees- Frank Albertson 
|} Bugs Saunilers....-eeeeees Grace McDonald 
Joseph Dolma. " ..... Keenan Wynn 
iMr. Cartwright........eeeeseeed John McKee 


| Mrs. Cartwright...Mrs, Priestley Morrison 
| Bus Driver. ....ceeeeee cree eee: Scott Moore 
Mrs. Keek....cccccccccscseses Lucia Seger 
Lucille Keek......cccesseees Brenda Struck 
Fat Man.. eee re re Ralph Chambers 
Young Min With a Radio....Saint Subber 
Bip. Jupiter... vccccestesosscreces Max Beck 
| Sinister Mamn.....cccsccseces Daniele Porise 
i Miss Hogben....... <eehen ean Doro Merande 
, BP COBB. cha0tnihenaseesehess Teddy Hart 
Harry Sravis....ccccsscces Millard Mitchel! 
Geo Smith... ccccescccevccsed Jack Riano 
| Forrest Lockhart... .sccccorseseres Will Geer 
| Cant. James ceéeestbeeceaee aarean 
| First Stote Trooper.......+: Lee Frederick 
| Sseon? State Trooper.....+- Bruce Fernal! 
Mi DOWET . doccccaveceetdeoees Guy Sampsel 
Sik: De. bees en saad Jane Standish 
Doc StruWe. ...cerosccces ..G. Albert Smith 


Rhodes, Rodney Stewart, Peter Lawrence, | 


Irwin Wilcox, Fred O'Dwyer. 
Check-room Boy......cecceces James Elliott 


If nothing else, ‘Mr. Big’ is a 
challenge to the rewrite and gag tal- 
ents of George S. Kaufman. It isn’t 
much else. Written with an ama- 
teurish tinge throughout, the mys- 
tery-comedy has a pretty fair basic 
idea, which seems to be a beef stew 
of ‘Hellzapoppin’ and ‘The Spider’ 

s the main meat. Authentic reports 
have it that on opening night here 
t was running slightly better than 
at the Hartford preem last week; and 
anyone who has caught several 
Kaufman shows could safely figure 
that G.S.K. had been working madly 

ver the weekend to insert sight and 
ine gags that would lift it from the 
doldrums. 

Show opens with the curtain going 
down, then some curtain calls on an 
un-named play, then a thank-you 
gpeech by the male star-producer. 
He pays tribute to a boxful of poli- 
ticians in the audience, and a min- 
ute later he drops dead to the stage 
while the cast is singing ‘Happy 
Birthday.’ Develops that the pianist 
murdered him by a poisoned needle, 
shot from a gadget hitched to the 
piano; but before the murderer is 
turned in at the finish and has es- 
caped through the front of the house, 
many af actor and actress has 

Omped down the aisles to the stage 
o take part in the slow-paced, halt- 
on * proceedings. 
he district attorney comes on- 
stage to investigate, and so does the 
teens commissioner and the chief 
acker of the d.a., who is running 
for governor of New York. The d.a., 
 eagnae by Hume Cronyn, interrupts 


is work approximately every five | 


minutes to make snaches of political 
Speeches, campaign promises and 
other phoney remarks to improve his 
olitical complexion. He’s heckled 
y an attorney in the audience, a 


squad of cops takes over the house | 


and continues to pley their roles dur- 
ing intermission. Ham and bologna 
Sandwiches are actually passed out 
to the audience at the end of the 
second act just after the second mur- 
der, that of an amateur magician in 
the audience, who came onstage to 
tell what he noticed during the first 
murder. At times, the action alter- 
nates so frequently between 
and front house that the audience 
requires swivel necks. 

From the mystery angle, the au- 
thors do a satisfactory job, throw- 
ing suspicion on practically all con- 
cerned and then coming through 
with a fairly ingenious, if imprac- 
tical, lethal device. Their comedy 
is clumsy and corny, and since the 
piece is chiefly a farce, this weak- 
ness is fatal. More realism would 
also help matters considerably. 

Cronyn troupes excellently as the 
four-flushing politician, gets some 

ood laughs here and there with his 

usiness, but in the long run doesn’t 
quite fit the role. Harry Gribbon 
overmugs in the Mack Sennett man- 
ner as the police commish. 


p in the love cavalcade of the mur- 
ered leading man, and she has lit- 
tle opportunity to move into high 
ear. St. Clair Bayfield rates a nod 
or getting something out of a thin 
part as the ham actor of the com- 
any. Eleanor Phelps is okay as 
be of the love-bitten women, Betty 
urness gets the cream off a 
skimmed-milk role of ex-mistress, 
Oscar Polk is a standout, playing 
the colored, dumb dresser of the 
murderee, and Barry Sullivan comes 
up with a good performance as the 
handsome playboy who uncovers a 
¢lue when he’s not busy gumming 
up the d.a.’s show. Florenz Ames, 
seldom seen, but often heard, has 
lenty of zip as the attorney-heckler 
n the audience. Fox. 


NEWARK 0.H. REOPENS 


Newark, Sept. 9. 
Newark Opera House, shuttered 
since last winter, reopens Oct. 6 with 
legit. 
House will be operated by Alex 
Cohen and Alfred Cerrigone, prez of 
current operating company. 





stage | 


Fay Wray | 
is lost as the Hollywood star tangled | 


| A rather good idea but not suf- 


| ficiently developed, this farce as now 
| projected is too obvious in its de- 
/nouement and hardly subtle enough 
in treatment to merit serious consid- 
eration for Broadway. Unless it is 
tricked up and given some adroit 
twisting to eliminate the constant 
telegraphing of scene and situation, 
it is destined to remain just another 
one of those workmanlike efforts. It 
has the benefits of a well-nigh per- 
fect cast, some funny dialog and mo- 
tivation, a striking set and fairly di- 
verting characterization, but minus 
ithe all-important ingredient so 
| necessary to successful farce—a sus- 
| tained and constantly mounting ele- 





ment of surprise and comic com- 
plication. 
| The yarn: Multi-millionaire Har- 


| vey Royal (Louis Hector): has been 
| indulging in a philanthropic spree to 
| boost himself into the governorship 
|of his state and the subsequent step 
ito the Presidency. He’s built him- 
| self a castle in the Colorado Rockies 
|near Denver and his high-powered 
|press agent is ready to beat the 
idrums for the first big step in the 
election sweepstakes. The press 
|agent is taken down with an attack 
|of appendicitis and a $65 a week 
lassistent (Frank Albertson) has 
| talked himself into being given the 
| big chance. 

| Youthful flack has 
boss’ former wife, in an effort at 
| reconciliation, to do a biography of 
the Great Man, but she shows up 
| with a new boy friend as assistant on 
ithe assignment, arriving when the 
|p.a. is alone in the castle. Femme 
McDonald) and her 


| (Grace 
heart 

tap for the available cash at hand 
to pay cabfare.from an adjoining 
state, and when snow and sleet iso- 


| setting to nearby Denver for an im- 


a pressing problem, 
An itinerant duo of elderly tour- 
| take the castle to be a tourists’ roost, 


and the quick-witted ghost writer 
(Wynn) figures it an angle to raise 


some quick coin for a chartered ride | : ; 
1 ‘ | where Allan Brooks (Robert Shayne) 


into town in time for the appoint- 
ment. Signs are put out and a pass- 
|ing bus unloads* a wide variety of 
|characters as temporary guests in 
| the royal manse. 

| Assorted types lend themselves to 
| some rather funny situations, includ- 
ing a murder and the subsequent 
| efforts at disposal of the body, with 
| the suddenly returning master of the 
house, seemingly a dead goose as far 
|as his political ambitions are con- 
cerned, becoming involved in the 
mess Solution does not surprise 
|anyone and romantic possibilities of 
the triangle don’t jell either. There 
{is considerable running around, 
|} shouting and transient comicalities, 
but it doesn’t all add up. 

First act is actionless and talky, 
| second session lifts matters and final 
|round doesn’t fool anyone. Wynn, 
| with the fattest part in the doings, 
gets the most results. Teddy Hart 
and Millard Mitchell, as reformed 
criminals on their way to enlist in 
the army, have their moments. Al- 
bertson does okay- and Grace Mc- 
Donald looks well and reads lines 
with considerable assurance. Other 
okay performances are by J. C. Nu- 
gent, Doro Merande, Louis Hector 
and Will Geer. Jack Riane as a 
corpse almost steals the doings with 
his trick falls and knockabout. 

Direction by Otto 
| seems strained and a bit hectic, pos- 
| sibly because of an ardent desire to 
maintain the swift pace of farce. But 
speed alone is not the answer here. 
Setting by Stewart Chaney is a 
standout, with the two-level han- 
dling and multiple doors nicely 
worked in. 

More time for work prior to its 
metropolitan debut would be a smart 
thing here, for there may be suf- 
| ficient salvage to make matters 











engaged his | 


*) revue, 
| Was 


| heavily to music specialties and pro- | 





| 


| 
| 





new | 
(Keenan Wynn) put on the} 


Hollywood, Sept. 3. 


[FUN FOR THE MONEY 
| 
| 


Revue presented = by George Shafer: | 
sketches Charles Sherman music and | 
Ivrics, Chet Forrest Bob Wright, Frank | 
| Steininger Jack King Georg Brown, 
irvine Actman, eave scott, staged bY | LADY IN THE DARK | 
} lav Gould opened at tiollywood Play- 
use Sept. 1, ‘41 


George Shafer, operator of Holly- | 


wood Playhouse, tiring of house’s long 
blackout, whipped together musical 
‘Fun for the Money,’ 
warmly received by capacity 
turnout on opening night. 
to most local revues, show runs 
duction numbers rather than double- 
entendre blackouts. Sketches by 
Charles Sherman for the most part 
are howls and clean, an innovation 
in these parts. 

Show is without standout names, 
but many youngsters should use this 
stager as a springboard to film recog- 
nition. Jane Kean is a personable, 
petite singer, and Dolores Diane, 10- 
year-old who can mimic, sing and 
play piano, rate best chances. In 
Louis Da Pron and Johnnie Berkes, 
the latter an oldster, show has stand- 
out hoofers. Others are mostly home- 
grown, still biding their time for 
break this showcasing gives them. 

Shafer has invested show with 
production and costumes seemingly 
more elaborate than any previous 
domestic enterprise. There has been 
no skimping anywhere, with line of 
16 girls going through a number of 
changes. 

Musical score by Frank Steininger, 
Bob Wright, Chet Forrest, ack 
King, George Brown, Irving Actman 
and Eddie Scott is fairly tuneful and 
may have a couple of sleepers. Dave 
Gould staged, with 27 numbers mak- 
ing up standard double-act revue. 

Show’s long talent list includes 
Melton Moore; Stop, Look and 
Listen, femme singing trio; Sherry 
Cameron, Mary Lee, Eddie Hanley, 
George Dobbs, Sammy Wolfe, Dick 
Buckley and Betsy Strong. 

Show goes on tour if it makes the 
grade here. 


KEEP COVERED 


Baltimore, Sept. 8. 


which | 


Dissimilar | 


| Plays on Broadway 





(Revised Cast) 

After an 1l-week layoff to give 
Gertrude Lawrence a rest, ‘Lady in 
the Dark’ resumed Tuesday night 
(2) at the Alvin theatre, N.Y., fol- 
lowing a special benefit performance 
the preceding night (Monday) for 


| the Stage Relief Fund. Three things 





were immediately notable. Despite 
replacements in the four leading 
male parts, ‘Lady’ seems more en- 
tertaining than at the original open- 
ing. Moss Hart has written a much 


| better show than he’s generally been 


given credit for. And, finally, Ger- 
trude Lawrence again demon- 
strates that she is one of the most 
exciting talents and personalities in 
the theatre world. 


Of the cast replacements, probably 
most interest is in Eric Brotherson, 
succeeding to the comedy role in 
which Danny Kaye was such a click 
originally. Considering the difficulty 
of following anyone as successful in 
the part as Kaye, plus the fact that 
he got the assignment only a couple 
of days in advance, when Rex O’Mal- 
ley was replaced, Brotherson does 
remarkably well. The only place he 
is definitely inferior to Kaye is in 
the song about Russian composers, 
in the circus scene. Otherwise, his 
performance lacks only a little of 
the brilliant incisiveness Kaye gave 
the part. When he’s played it a 
while, Brotherson should improve 
considerably. 

Walter Coy, following MacDonald 
Carey as the advertising manager, 
seems less effective in the early 
scenes, but more plausible in the lat- 
ter ones. His dressing of the part 
is particularly suitable. Willard 
Parker lacks the sun-kissed fatuous- 
ness which Victor Mature brought to 
the part of the visiting Hollywood 
idol, but his acting clarifies the char- 
acter for the first time. 

Paul McGrath is quieter, yet 
stronger, and thus more logical than 
Bert Lytell as the magazine pub- 
lisher. Margaret Dale seems too 


|} mannered in the juicy part of the 


heroine’s old-gal friend, while Nata- 
lie Schafer is unnecessarily affected 
as the silly writer. Donald Ran- 
dolph still makes the negative role 


| of the psychologist believable, while 


| She 


Ann Lee and Evelyn Wyckoff draw 
notice in bit parts. 

Of course, Miss Lawrence is 
the spectacular star of the 
plays 
with lightning transitions 
emotional drama and with intervals 
of dancing or selling a hot song. 
Above all, she has a blazing per- 


still 
show. 


to tense 


| sonality that enchants an audience. 


Comedy in three acts by Michael Wallach 
;jand Pat C. Flick; presented by Moris Sare | 
| noff staged by Flick; setting, Frederick 
| Fox at Ford's theatre Baltimore Md., 
| Sept 8, ’41; $2.22 top 
|} Miss Mape id ; viildred Price 
| George Williams....... , Robert Breton 

Henry Goode.....ceee-; Jerry Barton 
Chris Ricci..... .Joseph V. De Santis 
Donald Ross F eres Don Shelton 
Catherine Parker......... Nancy Douglass 
Allan Brooks...............-Robert Shayne 
SIMEON EANUEENS cs ev ceddewesd< Page Spencer 
Guisseppi sai is ce Satie -Nicholas Dennis 
Preston Bingham..... . Franklyn Fox 
Dr. Baker..... .Lawrence CC. O'Brien 
Mildred Brooks......... ‘ Edna Bennett 
Qe 2. ae Florence Dunlap 
Lily Crawtord.. «ic.cacccees Hene Damur 
Pee PRUNES. ..ccccoccs John O'Loughlin 
Wallace Johnson.,...c.e..-. Paul Parks 
ee, GROVER sees s caeeeews.a George Leach 
PRMD vi vse 4a bi cneau oo Joe Byron Totten 
I ss peach Cake y sors Fred Catania 
First Hospital] Attendant : Peter Block 
second Hospital Attendant....Tom Franks 
Police Officer ee ee Beau Tilden 
ee | ee eee John Marriott 
Matorcycle Cop. ..sscosseeses ..Ed Barron 
Trixie Marnee Latham 


late them in the mountain fastness, | 


This is an alleged comedy about 


| the insurance business. As presented 
|portant date with the boss becomes | 


here, 


laughs are few and far be- 
| tween and conversation endless. 


lotting is thin and characterization 


. . . | yh ey. It’s ig t ay > oJ 
ists looking for shelter in the storm | pon s highly doubtful whether 


anything at all can come out of it. 
Money can be saved by calling it 


| quits right here. 


| gathering. 


Story is set in an insurance office 


manages a coterie of salesmen quick 
on the touch, but slow on premium 
His latest addition (Don 
Shelton) is engaged to his secretary 
(Nancy Douglass) and to give him a 
break he sends him out with a set- 
tlement check to a widow, figuring 
an annuity sale is in the bag. 


Widow turns out to be a fly dame 


Her ‘Lady’ continues to be one of 
the most amazing exhibitions of ver- 
satility and vitality in Broadway 
memory. 

Kurt Weill’s score, Ira Gershwin’s 
lyrics, Hassard Short’s production 
and the other contributions to the 
show are all unique and valuable. 
But without Moss Hart’s original 
script the entire effort, of course, 
would be meaningless. The concep- 
tion and the framework are Hart's, 
and if the story is something less 
than perfect drama, it provides a re- 
markably provocative outline for a 
great show of the sort audiences 
love. In this revised edition it should 
have a long run. Hobe. 


VILLAGE GREEN 


acts (four scenes), by 
Stars Frank Craven 
Staged by Felix Jacoves, setting by Ray- 
mond Sovey presented by Dorothy and 
Julian Olney with Felix Jacoves, at Henry 
Miller theatre, N. Y., Sept. 8, ’41; $3.30 


Comedy in three 
Carl Allensworth 


| top ($4.40 opening). 


with a collection of names figured | 


a cinch for insurance. In spite of a 
set rule against lady agents, Brooks 


| takes her on, and along with a series 
| Of romantic upsets in the office. she 





Preminger | 


shakes a playboy into a $2,000,000 
deal. Sale saves Brooks from the 
axe being swung by his boss because 
of inability to produce during the 
current drive for business. 


Obvious maneuvering of situation 


involving 
Charley 


the 
and 


insured goodtime 
unoriginal 
big policy make for a third act that 
holds up less than the second, which 
is Only a slight improvement over 
the first. Latter sums up prac- 
tically nothing at all. Curtain Jines 
are flat and running time falls far 
short. 

Acting is fairish. Shayne labors 
mightly with the material at hand, 
as does Miss Douglass. Hene Damur 
looks well and reads the part of the 
fliperoo turned agent quite adequate- 
ly. Paul Parks, as the playboy, and 
Franklyn Fox, as the g0-getting in- 
surance executive, make the most 
of the lines allotted them. Set looks 
like a repaint job. Burm. 





Anna Erskine has succeeded Bar- 
bara Burton as secretary in the 





Lindsay-Crouse office, which shifted 
locations in the Empire 
| building, N. Y., this week to occupy 


| worth while. There’s a definite pic- | the office formerly used by William 


ture possibility here. Burm. 


‘Harris, Jr. 


in-and-out | 


| Stuff regarding the issuance of the | Of the fall season and the 





| Judge Homer W. 





theatre | 


Peabody....Frank Craven 


light or broad comedy, | 


‘Boys and Girls Together 











| fashions 


| 
| 


Zeke Bentham.......sessec- ..Joseph Allen 
Margaret Peabody......e.:: Laura Pierpont 
PERETIN POGUOES . . cccccncesesé Perry Wilson 
Jeremiah Bentham....cecccess John Craven 
RSONTY BW. ccc cccccceccesecsssmmct Brinks 
Bement CORFUEP. wc ccccccccens Henry Jones 
Rey Horace Shurtleff......Calvin Thomas 
wif a a een John Ravold | 
Harmony Godkin......ee.+. Maida Reade 
George Martin.....-..cccecs Joseph R. Garry 
Boy Scout , -+»-JUlian Olney, Jr 
Rev Arthur McKnight Frank Wilcox 
Dawson . Norman Lloyd 


Carl Allensworth’s folksy comedy 
about politics and bigotry in a small 
New England town is the first entry 
first of 
what promises to be a number of 
Broadway productions of this sum- 
mer’s strawhat crop. It’s hardly a 
smash, but with Frank Craven giv- 
ing a characteristically skillful per- 
formance in the star part, it’s a be- 
guiling show and should have a mod- 
erate run. 

Although the comedy is so old 
fashioned it resembles a highschool 
dramatic offering, it gives Craven 
plenty of scope for his subtle brand 
of make-believe. There are several 
ingenious plot twists, providing three 
effective curtains. What’s more, the 
situations and conflict grow logically 
out of the characters. Above all, it 
contains lots of solid, if obvious, 
laughs. 

Craven plays a judge in a New 
Hampshire town. For the ninth time 
in 16 years he’s running for state 
senator, but being almost the only 
Democrat in the community, appar- 
ently has no more chance than ever 
to be elected. However, his oppo- 
nent drops dead, the local Republic- 





| Willys, 


an boss attempts 
with him, a young artist paints a 
nude in the Town Hall, which the 
opposition politicians and the local 
bigots seize upon as an issue in the 
campaign. With Craven supplying 
full dimensions to the key role and 
with some transparently contrived 
incident, there’s a typically audience- 
satisfying conclusion. 

Supporting Craven's brilliantly- 
casual performance, Joseph Allen 
mugs ingratiatingly as the judge's 
sidekick and the local soak, while 
Laura Pierpont is quietly believable 
as Craven’s knowing wife. Jobn 
Craven, the star’s son, is satisfactory 
as the impetuous artist. Although he 
still lacks full-rounded footlight ex- 
perience, his playing reveals steady 
development. As the judge’s daugh- 
ter, Perry Wilson has force and va- 
riation in her emotional scenes, but 
has difficulty with the comedy por- 
tions. 

Henry Jones gives an expert por- 

trayal of a pompous, futile swain, 
while Matt Briggs is properly cast as 
the heavy, Calvin Thomas is credible 
as a bigoted preacher, John Ravold 
impresses as a henpecked husband 
finally driven to rebellion, Frank 
Wilcox is acceptable as a tolerant 
minister and Norman Lloyd gives 
realism to the small part of a Life 
mag photog. Julian Olney, Jr., urchin 
son of co-producers Dorothy and 
Julian Olney, has a walk-on. Felix 
Jacoves, co-producer with the Ol- 
neys, has staged the show compe- 
tently, and Raymond Sovey’s single 
setting admirably re-creates a Yan- 
kee living room. 
« Originally tested by the Olneys 
and Jacoves at their Ridgeway thea- 
tre, White Plains, N. Y., early this 
summer, ‘Village Green’ was given 
an added tune-up in Baltimore. Al- 
though it will probably draw limited 
grosses in New York, it obviously 
operates on a modest budget. And 
since Craven, the only one in the 
cast getting sizable money, reported- 
ly has a piece of the show, he would 
presumably share in keeping it run- 
ning awhile. If the play is shrewde 
ly exploited and handled it should 
earn a comfortable profit, not even 
figuring the screen rights, which 
should draw a fair price. Hobe. 


to make a deal 





Legit Followup 








(MOSQUE, NEWARK) 
Newark, Sept. 5. 

Making the first stop on a trans- 
continental tour that will extend 
well into next spring, Ed Wynn 
opened a two-day stay here with the 
refurbished version of his last sea- 
son’s Broadway success, ‘Boys and 
Girls Together.’ It was the first time 
Wynn had appeared here since 1938, 
when he _ scored in ‘Hooray for 
What!’ and a big opening-night audi- 
ence welcomed his return. 

Current version of ‘Boys’ remains 
essentially a Wynn tour de force. 
Comic dominates practically every 
scene and remains on stage for all 
but about 15 minutes of the show’s 
three-hour run. 

Wynn was in fine fettle opening 
night, every gag and piece of busi- 
ness being good for prolonged 
chuckles. The comic ran through 
his entire gamut of tricks, from his 
zany philosophical monologs to his 
Rube Goldberg type of inventions, 
Audience response was always ters 
rific. 

Appearing in his usually bewilder- 
ing and variegated series of cos- 
tumes, Wynn evidenced considerable 
versatility by playing the piano and 
the accordion, doing a tap number, 
and by draping three of his cuties in 
an assortment of gowns that he 
before the audience in a 
few minutes flat. 

Three of the outstanding princi- 
pals in the Broadway production are 
missing from the current show, the 
absentees including Jerry Cooper. 
Jane Pickens and the De Marcos. In 
the main, however, both in cast per- 
sonnel and in production, the road 


show does not differ markedly from 
the New York version. 
Marjorie Gainsworth, the new 


femme lead, has a pleasant voice 
and is easy on the eyes. Jaye Mar- 
tin, in the singing role that Cooper 
had on Broadway, accredits himself 
well, especially when singing the 
show’s only outstanding number, ‘I 
Want to Live. The D’Ivons are a 
dance team of more than usual grace 
and ability, and received a good 
share of the audience plaudits. 

Dave Apollon’s mandolin specialty 
is still very much in evidence, an 
after three encores he was forced 
to beg off. The comedian, however, 
has no part to speak of, and outside 
of his mandolin bit he appears in 
only one brief skit. 

Among the other players who 
earned their accolades are the La 
Varre brothers, in an amusing 
drunk-acrobatic act: Lucienne and 
Ashour, a homicidal dance team; Dot 
and Dick Remy, who do a howling 
specialty number, and the Six 
who do a tumble bit and 
handle Indian clubs with dexterit) 

Jon. 
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: Inside Stuff —Legit 


Before it was trucked to the train for premiere at Hartford Saturday 
(6), a private performance of ‘Mr. Big’ was given at the Lyceum, N.Y., 
last Thursday (4), those out front mostly being service men. One of the 





Duffy Sets Horton 


San Francisco, Sept. 9. 
Edward Everett Horton has been 
engaged by Henry Duffy to make a 
return appearance at his Alcazar 
here. 








many bits in the play calls for ordering sandwiches from Lindy’s, the 
Broadway restaurant, and that is literally so. 
audience as will be the fact regularly. 
were at the private performance, 55 taking the sandwiches and eating ’em. 
Eats are cuffo props because of the Lindy plug. 

‘Big’ is a one-setter but called for eight transfer trucks in the hauling. 
There are 40-odd persons in the cast. Play by Arthur Sheekman, the 
Hollywood scrivener, and Margaret Shane, is George S. Kaufman’s maiden 
production on his own. It is in Boston currently, being scheduled for 
debut at the Lyceum Sept. 22. 





In Pittsburgh newspaper circles these days, they're saying a jinx has 
fastened itself onto the drama departments of the three Smoky City dail- 
ies. Latest piece of tough luck came to Kap Monahan, critic for Press, 
recently when his wife, only 37, died suddenly of a heart attack after an 
illness of just a few days. Only a couple of months before that, wife of 
Dick Fortune, Monahan’s assistant, ended her own life because of ill 
health. Not so long ago, Bill Lewis, drama editor of Sun-Telegraph, and 
dean of Pittsburgh drama crix, was bedded for several weeks with a heart 
attack from which he miraculously recovered, only to go down with an- 
other one last week. Jinx started last year when Harold Cohen, drama 
editor of Pitt Post-Gazette, and his wife, Stephanie Diamond, radio actress, 
lost their infant son shortly after birth. 





Before the Senate surprisingly deleted the provision which would have 
jumped admission prices 50%, Broadway was in a dither. Had the addi- 
tional nick gone through it would have meant changing of ticket prices, 
new plates for ticket printers and many other revisions, while managers 
figured the increase would affect attendance. 


Show people figured on possibilities such as absorbing the increase by 
managers, which really would have resulted in lowering net ticket prices. 
Instead of the familiar $3.30 and $4.40 tops, the prices would have been 
$3.45 and $4.60 with fractional figures for other tickets such as those at 
$1.65. 

As for ticket brokers who also were skeptical that a concession would 
be obtained, they were prepared to call in mathematicians to figure out 
that part of the tax for which they would have been held accountable. 


— 





About 20 years ago Ralph Cohen, secretary te A. H. Woods, suddenly 
died, leaving a small daughter and widow, who was then an expectant 
mother, that child also being a girl. The hat was passed among leading 
showmen, Woods contributing several thousand dollars. The late Sam H. 
Harris, Arch and Edgar Selwyn, Crosby Gaige and Lee Shubert were also 
principal kicker-inners, and the surprising kitty of $20,000 was raised. 


The pot was turned over to Gaige, who handled the coin better than | 


The snacks are offered the | 
Slightly more than 100 persons |9Pened Saturday (8) 


will follow ‘Male Animal’ 


| Kruger topping. 


$3,500 Weekly 


Average Pays 
Off in Montreal 


Montreal, Sept. 9. 

Montreal's 12-week summer sea- 
son of stock featuring a different 
star every week, has about paid ex- 
penses with an average gross of 
around $3,500. Frank McCoy ran 
the venture, which has not had its 
|like for a number of years in this 
| city and has been sufficiently en- 
| couraging to make possible repeti- 
| tion next year. 
| Running six nights and two mati- 











| nees at His Majesty’s with 1,600 seat- 


age and admish at 25-30-75-$1, there 
were losses each week for the first 
five weeks and then a pickup to a 
point where expenses were met and 
even a fair profit made. Best week’s 
gross was $5,500 for C. Aubrey Smith 
in ‘Old English.” Next best was 
Sophia Stewart in ‘What 


Stewart was the only one to get a 





| fell to $2,800, lowest of the season. 
| Artists featured were Fay Wray, 
| Anna Sten, Katherine Warren, Le- 


Vehicle hasn't been chosen, but | 
which | 
with Otto} 


Woman Knows’ for $4,200, but Miss} aged 


Pittsburgh Booked 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 9. 
What looks like best legit season 


comes here in 
It’s the earliest 


Katharine Cornell 
‘Doctor’s Dilemma.’ 


long time and, what’s more, house is 
already booked solidly through first 
of year. That hasn’t happened 
either in the memory of the oldest 
local graybeards. In fact, last sea- 
son Nixon didn’t unshutter until 
middle of October and then had only 
four shows before Christmas. Thus, 
Pittsburgh becomes another of many 
towns to look forward to a _ sock 
season this year. 

Following ‘Dilemma,’ house gets 
Ed Wynn’s ‘Boys and Girls To- 





| gether,’ with either ‘Meet the Peo- | 


Also pen- 


ple’ or ‘Native Son’ next. 
'On to Your Hats,’ ‘Louisiana Pur- 
chase,’ ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ ‘Corn 
| Is Green,’ ‘Separate Rooms,’ 
'ma Hattie.’ Another factor in build- 
|ing up season here is fact that sev- 
eral attractions have been booked in 
|for two-week stays, among them 
‘Purchase,’ ‘Arsenic,’ first 
|under American Theatre Society 
| auspices, and ‘Hattie.’ In past, 
| Pittsburgh has been almost strictly 
}a one-week town. 

| New Nixon manager is Sam Nix- 
/on, grandson of playhouse’s builder 
| and after whom it was named. He 


Every! succeeds Harry Brown, who man- 


theatre for 26 
staff remains the 


years. 
same, 


local 
| Boxoffice 


return engagement here, and take! with Arthur Loew as treasurer and 
for her appearance in ‘Rose Marie’ 


|Dave Shanahan as his assistant. 


| Toledo’s Schedule 
| Toledo, O., Sept. 9. 


he did his own, and he doubled the amount. Since then Gaige has more | 2°re Ulric, Sophia Stewart, Francis | Mrs. Flora Ward Hineline, who has 


or less looked after the two Cohen children. One went through Smith 
College and is now married. The younger daughter recently graduated 
from the drama school of Northwestern university and is seeking a stage 
engagement. Her name is Ralpha Becker, she having assumed the name 
of her mother’s second husband. 





Joe Gould, manager of James J. Braddock, former heavyweight cham- 
pion, and other boxing headliners, is not deserting the fight field as re- 
ported, though he proposes taking a flyer in show business as a producer. 
As he puts it: ‘I am merely combining the two fields until such time as I 
shall find out whether I can really follow the footsteps of those two great 
ex-fight managers, Sam H. Harris and William A. Brady.’ 

Plans call for him presenting ‘For This We Fight,’ by Lawrence S. Lieb- 
s0n. Play was originally a one-acter which won a prize. Gould describes 
his excursion into show business as ‘this fascinating new adventure.’ 


WAKE SKEDS 











Buffalo, N. Y., Sept. 9. 
Nikitas D. Dipson, operator of a 


string of 25 picture theatres here, | 
|has acquired the 1,460-seat Er- 
langer from the United Booking Of- 


fice, which has booked the theatre 
for legit since its opening in 1927. 








Milwaukee, Sept. 9. Her Co. 


Cy Grody, manager of the David-| present management will attempt 
son theatre, who recently returned Ito book concerts, pictures and other 
to town from an eastern vacation, entertainment. 
has announced that the local legit — 


season will open Sept. 28 with ‘My/ qa. - 1 - F 3 
Sister Eileen,’ due to end its long Swedish Actress Joins 
Cleveland Play House 


Chicago run by then to make way 
Cleveland, Sept. 9. 


for incoming attractions. Also, 25 
Sara Strengell, Swedish stage ac- 


shows are set for Milwaukee as 
against only 12 last year. Outlook 
is brightest town has had since the | tress who moved to Cleveland re- 
old days, particularly so with ex-| cently, is joining the Play House’s 
repertory company to play title role 


panded defense industries booming 





House is owned by the Hotels Stat- | 





Picture houses, too, are profiting by } 


the increased spending. 

The schedule: ‘Corn Is Green,’ 
‘Watch on the Rhine,’ ‘Claudia,’ 
‘Doctor’s Dilemma,’ ‘Pal Joey,’ ‘Hold 
On to Your Hats.’ 
Lace,’ ‘Boys and 
‘Macbeth,’ ‘Panama _ Hattie’ and 
‘Louisiana Purchase.’ Stars include 
Helen Hayes, Katharine Cornell, Al 
Jolson, Ed Wynn, Maurice Evans, 
Ethel Barrymore, Erich von Stro- 
heim and others. 


Six shows of the Theatre Guild 
and American Theatre Society will 
be divided equally this season be- 
tween the Davidson (UBO) and the 
Pabst (Indie), each house getting 
three, the subscription system being 
used in all cases as in the past. 

Bookings are being planned as 
much as possible for Miiwaukee 
dates to follow Chicago, not only on 
account of the minimum railroading 
involved, but also to take advantage 
of the Windy City advertising. 


Girls Together,’ 





Alan Brock has joined Alexander 
Kirkland’s production office in a 


managerial capacity. 


‘Arsenic and Old | 


in Shaw’s ‘Saint Joan’ next month. 

|} Part marks second American ap- 
pearance of the Scandinavian ac- 
tress, who resembles Garbo, and who 
also acted in Swedish films. Made 
her U. S. debut this summer in Cain 
Park’s outdoor production of ‘Cradle 
| Song,’ playing a nun. 

|} ‘St. Joan,’ which Frederic Mc- 
| Connell is directing, is opening 21st 


| season of the Play House, one of the! 
oldest community repertory theatres | 


in the country. 


‘Cinderella’ for Rainer 











Luise Rainer will appear in New 
| York and on the road in a revival of 


M. Barrie, under sponsorship of 
Cheryl Crawford and John Wild- 
berg. 

Miss Rainer recently appeared in 





hat. 


On B’way and Road 


‘A Kiss for Cinderella,’ by Sir James! 


Lederer, C. Aubrey Smith, Mary 


| Boland, Allan Kearns, Violet Hem- 


ing and in current week, Conrad 
Nagel. The shows went on a cir- 
cuit of Toronto, Montreal, Ottawa 
| (two nights), Saratoga, Albany from 
New York. 





Current Road Shows 


(Sept. 10-20) 





‘Accent on Youth’ (Sylvia Sidney, 
Luther Adler)—-Central, Cedarhurst, 
L. I. (10-14). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (Erich von 
Stroheim, Laura Hope Crews)—Shu- 
bert, New Haven (15-17); Bushness 
'aud., Hartford (18); Erie, Schenec- 

tady, N. Y. (19); Empire, Syracuse, 
>. Y. (20). 
| ‘Beautiful People’ — Flatbush, 
| Brooklyn (10-14). 

‘Best Foot Forward’ (Rosemary 
Lane)—Shubert, New Haven (11-13); 
Forrest, Philadelphia (15-20). 

‘Boys and Girls Together’ (Ed 





| Wynn) — National, Washington (10- | 


13); Ford’s, Baltimore (15-20). 

‘Candle in the Wind’ (Helen Hayes) 
—Colonial, Boston (15-20). 

‘Claudia’ (Lila Lee)—Empire, Syr- 
acuse, N. Y. (12-13); Selwyn, Chicago 
(15-20). 
| ‘*Devil’s Disciple’ (Janet 
'Sir Cedric Hardwicke) — Lobero, 
'Santa Barbara, Cal. (10-20). 

‘Distant City’ (Gladys 
Shubert, New Haven (18-20). 

‘Doctor’s Dilemma’ (Katharine Cor- 
nell)—Forrest, Philadelphia (10-13); 
Nixon, Pittsburgh (15-20). 

‘Fun for the Money’—Playhouse, 
Hollywood (10-13). 

‘Hellzapoppin’—Curran, San Fran- 
cisco (10-20). 

‘Hold On to Your Hats’ (Al Jolson) 

—Shubert, Boston (10-13). 

‘Johnny Belinda’—Locust, 
delphia (15-20). 

‘Jump for Joy’ (Duke Ellington)— 
Mayan, Los Angeles (10-20). 

‘Keep Covered’—Ford’s, Baltimore 

(10-13). 

‘Male Animal’ (Otto Kruger )—Al- 
| cazar, San Francisco (10-20). 
| ‘Mamba’s Daughters’ (Ethel Waters) 
|—Biltmore, Los Angeles (10-20). 


Phila- 


‘Meet the People’—Cass, Detroit 
(10-20). 
| ‘Mr. Big’—Plymouth, Boston (10- 
20). 


‘My Sister Eileen’—Harris, Chicago 
(10-26). 
‘Native Son’—Majestic, Boston (15- 
20). 
| ‘Pygmalion’ (Ruth Chatterton) — 
| His Majesty’s, Montreal (10-13). 
| ‘Separate Rooms’ (Alan Dinehart, 


the play at the Cape Playhouse,| Anna Sten, Lyle Talbot)—Windsor,; umpty umpth time in 
Dennis, Mass., and is slated to do it! Bronx, N. Y. (10-14); Naticnal, Wash- | Manager Paul Beisman said if the 
again next week at the Crawford-| 
Wildberg Maplewood (N. J.) straw-| 


ington (15-20). 
‘Theaire’ (Cornelia Otis Skinner) 
—Erlanger, Buffalo, N. Y. (18-20). 


Gaynor, | 


George )— | 


| just completed sponsorship of an 
| initial nine-week strawhat season at 
Lakemont Landing, near Toledo, in 
| Jan Lindermann productions, has 
lannounced the forthcoming legiii- 


| mate productions which she wll of- 


son at the Paramount theatre here. 
Current season will open its ear- 
liest in several years, with Ed Wyin 
in ‘Boys and Girls Together’ on«Mon- 
day evening, Oct. 13. Other offerings 
scheduled include ‘Life With Father’ 
on Nov. 3, with Margalo Gilmore and 
Percy Waram as leads; ‘Hold On to 
Your Hats,’ Nov. 17, with Al Jolson: 
|‘My Sister Eileen,’ Dec. 8; ‘Arsenic 
land Old Lace,’ Jan. 5; ‘The Corn Is 
Green,’ with Ethel Barrymore, on 
| Jan. 26. Offerings for the latter half 
| of the season have not yet been set. 
Five-Sided Omaha Race 
Omaha, Sept. 9. 
There’s a hot five-sided race in 
prospect for legitimate attraastions 
here this winter, the biggest season 
being in prospect locally in 15 years 
Tristates Theatre Corp. has decided 
to open its dark deluxer, 
mount, for all the big musicals it can 
get. Already Ed Wynn's 
Girls Together’ and the Eddie Garr- 





pin’ have been booked. Then there’s 
ja contract with United Booking of- 
| fice. The O.D.L. has usually shunned 
musicals, so that’s where Tristates 
;}comes in. The Drama League has 
already set seven New York suc- 
cesses for presentation here. 

Now comes Max Clayton, hereto- 
fore strictly a sports promoter, with 
| the announcement that he is, for the 


present at least, going in for theatri- 
cal stuff. His first booking here i: 
the Edgar Bergen-Charlie McCarthy 


show for the municipal auditorium. 
Add to these the fact that Ak-Sar- 
Ben is usually bringing in some kind 


|of top stage event now and then, 
|}plus the Omaha Community Play- 
|house, which has a full season 


| booked. On top of it all, the Or- 
| pheum is slapping in a series of 
band-vaude shows with its pictures. 








St. Louis Prospects Great 
St. Louis, Sept. 9. 
On the basis of bookings skedded 


for presentation at the American 


| 
| 


| theatre, sole legiter here, the 1941- | 


| 42 season, to tee off Sept. 29 or Oct. 
| 6, is looked forward to as the best 
|in a decade. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ which opened the 


| last three seasons, will be missing for | 


| the opening, but the Georgia saga is 
| Skedded to be presented for the 
November. 


September date is the opening it 
jis likely that ‘Mardi Gras’ or ‘Meet 
the People’ will be dated. If Oct. 6 


in years here will get under way at | 
Nixon next Monday night (15) when | 


opening local playhouse has had in| 


i' through New Year. 
| tie,’ 
|Corn Is 


cilled, all before Jan. 1, are ‘Hold} 


‘Pana- | 


fer for the 1941-1942 legitimate sea- |}: 


the Para- | 
‘Boys and | 
Billy House version of ‘Hellzsapop- | 


the Omaha Drama League, which has | 


11927 and is 


Solidly to Jan. 1, 


Seeing Best B. 0. Season in Years 


|‘My Sister Eileen’ from Chicago is 
| expected to get the call. 


Autumn bookings lean towards the 
musical comedy, with ‘Pal Joey,’ Ed 
Wynn's ‘Boys and Girls Together’ 
and a return engagement of ‘Hell- 
zapoppin’ _ ticketed. Al Jolson’s 
‘Hold On To Your Hats’ is definitely 
skedded for Xmas, to remain 
‘Panama Hat- 
‘The Doctor’s Dilemma,’ ‘The 
Green,’ ‘Watch On’ the 


Rhine,’ ‘Separate Rooms’ and ‘Mace 


| beth,’ with Maurice Evans and Ju- 
| dith Anderson, also are promised, 





Port., Ore., Optimistic 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 9. 

Burg’s looking forward to a good 
| legit season, with exploitation boom- 
| ing on the following schedule: Sept. 
24 to 27, ‘Hellzapoppin’: week of Oct. 
20, ‘Tobacco Road’ (third appear- 
}ance); Nov. 21 and 22, Katharine 
| Cornell in ‘Doctor’s Dilemma’; Dec. 
15 to 17, Ed Wynn in ‘Boys and Girls 
| Together’; Dec. 25 to 27, ‘Blossom 
| Time,’ with Everett Marshall; Jan. 
13 to 15, ‘My Sister Eileen’; Feb. 9, 
. and eve., Cornelia Otis Skin- 
|; ner in ‘Mansion on Hudson’; week of 
| Mar. 20, ‘Life with Father,’ with Dor- 
| othy Gish; undated in April, ‘Watch 
{on Rhine,’ with Paul Lucas and 
| Mady Christians, and ‘Corn Is Green,’ 
| Ethel Barrymore. 

Schedule has been booked into the 
| Mayfair Theatre by William B. Mc- 
| Curdy, who holds the local franchise 
| for United Booking Office. McCurdy 
|is also promotion and publicity di- 

rector of Parker Theatres. 


Seattle’s Bright Prospects 
Seattle, Sept. 9. 

| Fall legit season opens Sept. 28 at 
the Metropolitan, former Klaw & 
Erlanger house, but now operated by 
ithe Metropolitan Building Corp., 
|when ‘Hellzapoppin’ plays a week’s 
stand. Top evenings is $3.45, mats 
| $2.88. 

| Figured the folks will 


pay the 
her fare, as dough is circulating 
|around right lively due to defense 
| activities, with thousands of men on 
new jobs and making good money, 


ERLANGER, BUFF., TO 
DIPSON FROM UBO 


Buffalo, Sept. 9. 


Nikitas D. Dipson, operator of the 
|20th Century, downtown deluxer, 
| and 25 other picture houses in West- 
ern New York, Pennsylvania~ and 
| West Virginia, has taken over con- 
trol of the Erlanger under an agree- 
ment to purchase the property from 
Statler Hotel Co. This is his first 
leit venture. 

In addition to about 20 bookings 
for the coming season scheduled by 
United Booking Offices of New York, 
which has operated the theatre for 
a number of years Dipson announced 
that he intends to augment the 
schedule with independently booked 
attractions and to give Buffalo its 
first summer stock in a decade next 
June. 

The house, which will be operated 
| by Playhouse, Inc., of which Dipson 
|is president, Richard T. Kemper, v.p., 
and Andrew Gibson, secretary-treas- 
urer, will be managed by Kemper, 
who succeeds Robert C. Stevenson, 
UBO’s last resident manager. Pres- 
ent staff will be retained, including 
Fred Ziemer as house treasurer. ren- 
n progress. 

No purchase price is specified al- 
though the house cost $650,000 in 
presently assessed at 





yValIONS are 


$250.000. 


Elfiott Nugent Readies 
New Play for B’way 


Hollywood, Sept. 9. 

Broadway will see a new Elliott 
Nugent play this winter. Nugent 
has mailed script of ‘Gold Is Nice’ 
|east to James Thurber, who co-au- 
thored ‘The Male Animal’ with Nue- 
| gent, for d@dvisory scanning. 

Nugent, now directing ‘Animal’ 
for Warners, heads for New York 
after completing the picture to be- 
gin production preparations for the 
new show. ‘Gold Is Nice’ is not ine 
cluded in the production plans of 
Nugent and Robert Montgomery, 
who are forming an association for 


ntatinn of stacde nleavs. 
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Julius J. and Philip G. Epstein flew 
in from their HollyWood screenwrit- 
ing chores two weeks ago to nurse 
é ‘Rufus and His 


their new comedy, 
Wife,’ which Sanford. Meisner and 
Jean Muir had under option. A look 


at the play suggests they'd be around 
some time putiing it in shape for the 
intended Broadway debut. 

Despite pleniiiul laughs and color- 
ful characters, ‘Rufus’ performs like 
a semi-rough draft, leaving audience 
at times amused, at times bewildered. 
It’s a bad play, and Meisner and Miss 
Muir have dropped their option. 

Main concern of the playwrights 
is guy named Rufus, who is, he be- 
lieves, cursed with mediocrity; he 
can’t discover anything at which he 
can excel. Sending a story to a 
magazine, he encloses a couple of 
his wife’s water colors, not because 
he hopes she will get recognition, 
but because he’s convinced they're 
negligible. If story is not wanted, he 
figures, it will be returned with also 
unwanted paintings, making him feel 
less uncomfortable with a partner in 
misery. 

Story is rejected but water colors 
are regarded well, and mag’s critic 
comes to visit Rufus’ wife. Under 
mistaken impression visit is aimed at 
him. Rufe is first overjoyed, then 
overwhelmed when he discovers the 
truth. Editor of mag, wife’s ex- 
fiance, wants her to divorce Rufus 
and marry him, he hoping to cash in 
on her imminent success. Wife de- 
cides Rufus can't get along without 
her and so tells him further investi- 


vation by art critic has shown her | Mf le 
ra 4 | his wife separated at the time but 


talent to be unimportant. Rufus is 
happy again—but unchanged. : 

Although story of Rufus is main 
business of play, there are many— 
maybe too many—sub-plots. Inci- 
dents connected with minor charac- 
ters, instead of implementing main 
story, overshadows it at times. Rufus 
arid the other characters are all 
either unsympathetic or merely silly. 
Play lacks substance and is not writ- 
ten in stage form. 

‘Rufus’ suffered assorted cuts and 
amendments up to and including 
rehearsals, and confusion shows in 
the acting. Alfred Drake is a pleas- 
ant Rufus. Other standouts are Tom 


Tully, as swaggering newspaperman, | 


a la Richard Harding Davis; Ruth 
Nelson, as maiden aunt with urges, 
and Enid Markey, a dame who thinks 


every man and his brother is anxious ; 


to make a pass at her. Edith Atwater 
is attractive in the unrewarding part 
of Rufus’ wife. 


TWO FOR THE MONEY | 


(REVUE) 

Revue in two acts, presented by Ed- 
ward A. Gould (Goldberg); lyrics, Nancy 
Hamilton; music, Morgan Lewis; stars 
Willie Howard; sketches staged by S. Jay 
Kaufman; dances stagec by Don Loper; 
Harry Day’s choreography, Matilda Naa- 
man; costumes designed by Raoul Pene Du 


Bois; drapes designed by John Murray 
Anderson; music, Phil Romano’s orch. Pre- 
ented at Central theatre, Cedarhurst, L. I.; 
+ 20. top. 

Willie 
Horner, 


Cast: 
Wilmer 
aret, Ken 

elly, Evelyn 


Dancers. 


Graham, 
Loper and 
Senna, Al 

Day and his 


Howard, Ronald 
Marie Nash, 
Harvey, Charles 
Brooks, Harry 





A couple of seasons ago Broadway 
saw two sprightly intime revues 
whose freshness and sparkle capti- 
vated the Main Stem for reasonable 
runs. They were ‘One for the Money,’ 
the first, the second was ‘Two for 
the Show.’ Revue presented during 
the past two weeks in Brighton 
Beach, Brooklyn, the Cedarhurst, 
Long Island, is a partial conglom- 
erate and appropriately titled ‘Two 
for the Money.’ 

Still retentive of some of the lilt- 
ing music of Morgan Lewis from the 
original revues, ‘T'wo for the Money’ 
shows enough for strawhat show- 
ings, but there the prospects end. 
Intention by S. Jay Kaufman, who’s 
staged, is to bring the show to 
Broadway, and varied prominent 
showmen have reportedly shown 
considerable interest in such a ven- 
ture. In its present form, despite 
a youthful, zestful cast and some of 
Morgan Lewis’ excellent music from 
the original productions, this pres- 
entation looms as too much old 
strawhat for further consideration in 
a new setting. 

Not that the production hasn’t 
its share of entertainment, Some 
of the sketches, octer“blv oricinels 
for this show, are funny enough, 
with Howard the springboord for 
much of the fun. It is through How- 
:vd, who remains one of the great 
comedians of this or any stage, that 
‘he revue was able to project as well 








as it did at this catching 


sesture and mannerism is indicative 
f the show's major spark no matter 

; oft-repeated sketches. Of course, 
he’s still ‘doing his soapbox oratory 
and the inimitable ‘French Professor’ 
nono 

Of the music. ‘Teeter Totter Tes- 
e” re in among the catchier 
tunes, as don- in ensemble. 

Of the rest of the strictly profes- | 
sional cast, Ronald Graham _= and |? 


Marie Nash lend deft touches to the 
romantic lyricing; Al Kelly is boffy 
in his doubletalk: Ken Harvey goes 
over with his novelty electrified ban- 
joing; Maxine Barret and Don Loper 
click with their terping and Evelyn 
Brooks neatly lilts a tune. 
Naka, 


All Done With Memos 


Ellicott City, Md., Sept. 4. 


Laurence Greene 
ected by Edward 


Comedy in three acts by 
dit 


Padula Ts Forest Thaver: presented 
vy Don Swonn, Jr at the Hil p tl tre 
' ott ( Mad Se} . il 
‘ Ruddy I rt K 
I Lae Chan Wil ’ 
\ Ne Helen J 
} rt i ’ é 
ll Geoff | Richard A rol 
Daphr Montell Mary Jar Stockbam 
Moile Moor M : rl 
©'’Malley Stevens William MoeebLeod 
Professor Moore...ccecesess Thad Sh etts 
rte? ° coceeeeorcesses eee (, n 
Miss Bel WreTrrrry Cte TT Kay Kirk 
M RGN... cccccccesceesssese Ann Kushner 
Miss Awall....ccccccccvescoeess Helen Green 
R ee Per eee .Leslie Steven 
Radio Announcer......... Arthur Aronson 
S. Wickersham Bedrock......- Arthur Unger 
Highly innocuous comedy _ that 
starts with nothing, gets no place 


and winds up a complete mystery. 
One of the authors, said to be a 
newspaperman, must have a mad-on 
with the public relations racket. 
Either that or the machinations of 
a highelass flackery must seem 
funny to him. He didn’t succeed in 
reflecting that comedy in ‘All Done 
with Memos.’ 

Story deals with a high-powered 
publicity outfit headed by an apo- 
plectic villain who has succeeded in 
commercializing a South Seas island 
paradise into a pretty good thing. 
Enlisted 
head flack is a screwball author and 


brought together again in the.clari- 


fying process when the real truth 
about the head phoney becomes 
known. 


Cast struggles with the material at 
hand, with Mary Jane Stockham and 
William MacLeod making the most 
of the parts alloted them. There’s 
some direction by Edward Padula, 
but the combined efforts of Herman 
Shumlin, George Abbott and Guthrie 


| McClintock couldn’t help this one. 





Burm. 


ME AND HARRY 


Provincetown, Mass., Sept. 3. 





Drama in three acts by Charles Mergen- 
dahl; produced and staged by Edwin Burr 
Pettet; settings, George Randall. At 
Artists’ theatre, Provincetown, Mass., 

‘opening Aug. 25, ‘41. 
Mrs. Chamberlain....Catharine Huntington 
_ Se ae Kermit Rolland 
SE ee Peterson Wooldridge 
Baht ebtec8 os DOsesc asa ks Cha Mergendahl 
Pam Sherman....ccccees Virginia G. Thoms 
Miss Patterson... ceccesc: .Peggy McGuire 
Bat, MEOCOMIAT s 66d6 0 000% Edwin Burr Pettet 
SPR rer rrr er ere Charles Stepanian 
Ut Se eee Are Willard Mohn 
Max Fineburg......ce« »-+..George Randall 
ee: SEINE osc csunncdecsaaece Raymond West 
ONCE isa ced icaeas eesseeeesNOrMan Paui 
Semi-amateur group now oper- 


ating at this ancient wharf theatre 
delivers a surprise package in this 
first play by a new, unknown author. 
Psychological study turns out to be 
one of the most promising of the 
summer’s crop of hopefuls. 

Plot of ‘Harry’ concerns one Jamie, 
a not-so-bright lad from Vermont, 
hired as driver to a salesman for a 
photographic studio. Gal reception- 
ist at studio loves latter, who’s a 
heel and blusterer. Jamie, loving 
gal himself, tries to be an impor- 
tant fellow, too; invents a story that 
he murdered a guy named Harry 
up in Vermont. He gets caught by 
his own story, elaborating it until 
everybody thinks he’s a killer or in- 
sane, and until he finally almost be- 
lieves it himself. Finding the re- 
ceptionist with the salesman, he tries 
to kill latter. Small, the salesman, 
escapes and calls the cops, but the 
femme forestalls this by turning 
Jamie over to one Max Fineberg, a 
nice fellow who wanted to be a poet, 
but now works for a psychological 
institute. Max is taking Jamie to 
a sanatorium when the kid tries to 
escape and is shot by Max’s dim- 
witted assistant. 

This makes for _ problematical 
Broadway material, because of 
strange and morbid theme, but it’s 
a tight, fast-moving olay, vividly 
written, and, in these days of Sa- 
royan you never can tell. An ace 
cast and director might conceivably 
put it across. 

_ Playing at Provincetown is over- 
intense and high-pitched. Virginia 
Thoms, as Pam, shows most promise. 
A good-looking brunet with a fine 
speaking voice, she needs only to 
learn the value of restraint. George 
Randall, as Fineburg, also scores, 
and Charles Stepanian, as Jamie. 
lacks depth. Author figures in cast 


His every | 
*, | Who hand 


as a wistful old elevator man, and 


; ovel 


1 | a moderate 


| OUS 





in the great cause by the} 


| 








plays intelligently. Others don’t 
impress. 
Whatever 
of ‘Harry,’ script 
trom the more 
producers and also 
out those 
ships. Young Charles 
definitely a ‘promising 


o? 


wright 


the Broad.vay chances 
deserves a once- 
serious-minded 
from the guys 
writing fellow- 
Mergendahl 
play- 


1S 


THE GOOD NEIGHBOR 


Stony Creek, Conn., Sept. 4. 
Cor nau hree act (four cenes) 
, a ] ‘ sir t Lewis; 
I> i than pre te by 
i \ imaret it with Ronald 
l Stor Creek theatre, 

ony k, ¢ 2-6, “41 

bigar ! \nn Appel 
Yankel..cccccceosesccesscece Gusta Shackt 
BEGIMTIOR bs 0t tv ec os weis re f i Scholz 
\\ hite as — Teen rTT i Albert Vees 
Mr Nurtmar . scoce lane Rose 
Clydesdale. ....cscees » Donald Arbury 
Bethes, . ccs vsthees ia Arthur Anderson 
otseeeete Nina M@e MeWinney 
BATNEY cccccsccesecseves ..ee JOhn Hacker 
Dt. citecnaeues baa Harry Borchers, Ill 
DAVE. .cccccccncenceces Jackson Wright 
Hildie. eTTeTT Tie Marcella Powers 
Leader of Cavaliers........ Walter Plinge 
First Cavaliler.....ccccscess Sidney Sokoloff 
Second Cavalier....sseess. George Forman 


Rating as one of the better tryouts 
of the current strawhat season and 
certainly the best break-in at Stony 
Creek in several atternpts, ‘Neighbor’ 
uncorks a promising possibility for 
success on Broadway. 
potentialities likewise rate 
attention. Although essentially seri- 
stuff, play contains numerous 
Producers are setting a late 
New York opening. with 


Its film 


laughs. 
October 


"| several of present cast going in as is. 


‘Neighbor’ is the play whose pres- 
entation was opposed by the Anti- 
Defamation Society. Rumpus was a 
false alarm, however, as there is 
nothing derogatory to any particular 
race or creed in the play. Carrying 
a theme which advance notices in- 
dicated might be propaganda for 
Jewish tolerance, ‘Neighbor’ turns 
out to be simply a warm, human 
story of a Jewish matriarch whose 
blind generosity leads her into re- 
current hot water and eventually is 
the indirect cause of her kiiiing. 

Hannah, who lives by the Golden 
Rule, and her ailing husband Yankel, 
who lives by the Talmud, eke out an 


existence by operating a_second- 
hand store in Baltimore. Business is 
not so good but Hannah always 


seems to have money for a touch by 
some unfortunate. It develops that 
her secret ‘wealth’ is a nest egg that 
her sailor son Dave has been send- 
ing home for her to bank for him 
in anticipation of his wedding to 
Hildie when he signs out of the 
navy. Hannah's big heart has pre- 
vented her from turning down the 
touches and when Dave returns un- 
expectedly, she is $1,000 short in his 
bank account. 

Meanwhile, a member of the Cav- 
aliers (a hooded group using anti- 
Nazi cloak to take the law in their 
own hands) has been murdered and 
an effort is made to hang the job 
on Luther Kurtman, §half-witted 
youth of German ancestry. Hannah 
hides Luther, feeling that the boy 
is innocent, and when the gang ar- 
rives to lynch the lad, having been 
tipped off regarding his hideout by 
a sepia prostie seeking revenge for 
the lynching of a relative, Hannah is 
shot and killed ‘n the scuffle. But 
she dies happy in the knowledge 
that she had transferred her insur- 
ance policy to Dave, and now the 
boy would get back the money she 
had ’borrowed’ from his account. 

Anna Appel’s version of Hannah is 
fine trouping. Play revolves around 
her and she carries the burden skill- 
fully. Gives a fine understanding to 
her role and conveys an authentic 
picture of the uneducated mother 
who was short on learning but long 
on heart. Only weak spot in her 
performance is a tendency to laugh 
at her own comedy at times when 
that reaction should be left to the 
audience. Gustay Shackt makes a 
topnotch opposite as Yankel, the an- 
cient Hebe who gets more pleasure 
out of a prolonged spell of ‘dying’ 
than most people get out of living. 
Both are from the Yiddish theatre. 


Fine support is turned in by a 
east that cashes in on a field day 
for character roles. These include 


Nina Mae McKinney, as the colored 
prostie; Albert Vees, one of the Cav- 
aliers; Arthur Anderson, the half- 
baked boy, and John Hacker, Han- 
nah’s son Barney who married ‘class.’ 
Jackson Wright and Marcella Powers 
likewise click as the young {ove in- 
terest, Dave and Hildie. Jane Rose 
is out of her element as the German 
mother of Luther and Donald Ar- 
bury has a job on his hands trying 
to give conviction to the role of a 
flatfoot who wants to be an archaeol- 
ogist. 
_ Jack Levin’s scripting shows vast 
improvement over ‘They That Love 
Best’ which he tried out here last 
season. Writing represents keen ob- 
servation of types he has encoun- 
tered, and he has picked up a num- 
ber of authentic comedy bits and 
gags. He has wisely refrained from 
overloading dialog with too many 
of the Hebrewisms that are a wow 
to those who know the language but 
a bore to those who don’t. 
Direction represents Sinclair Lewis’ 
baptism as a pro stager and he does 
an A-l job. There’s evidence of 
smart script-pruning, and play as 
caught was exceptionally tight and 
smooth running for a_ strawhat 
break-in. Bone. 
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Editor, VARIETY: 

Before Gene Lyons gets to ex- 
plaining his previously pubiished 
VARIETY explanation and so gets an- 
notice on that unnamed 
(by me) book of his, permit me to 
say that the Scully Circus, lacking 
Patsy, the Constant Imp, played E. 


| L. Bernays’ circuit Thursday night 





(4) and bearded the Lyons in the 
Lyons den, and if ever a Daniel tore 
a lion apart, line by line, we did it 
to the author of that still unnamed 
by me book, 


The point we tried to clear up 


for him by reducing the new Ber- | 


nays living room to shambles was 
that we are getting pretty tired of 
being brigaded by guys who sell 
names at two-bits a hundred, as 
agents, dupes, dips or other stooges 
of Moscow; and the next guy who 
does it without checking on our po- 
litical and religious registration 
going to be clinked for criminal 
libel. 

Of course, for a good reporter 
like Gene not to have checked on 
his facts is practically unforgivable, 
and for him to be so bad in his tim- 
ing as to bring out a red-hunting 
book at the very time most of 
America was rooting for the safe 
arrival of an American oil tanker 
in a Soviet port is even more un- 
forgivable, because {t shows him so 
far off in his timing as to be pitch- 
ing to imaginary batters in a ball 
park after everybody has gone home 
for the day. 


Only Hearst would believe you 
can make money out of screaming 


Communism at anybody who will 
not kick the disinherited of this 
earth in the face on principle. Any 


other manipulator of public opinion 
will concede that, for the next six 
months at least, you have a dead 
duck on your hands if you attempt 
to fly or even float your way to the 
top of best-seller lists with anti- 
Communist screeds even by libeling 
the best names in the country to 
help you make the grade. 

Having been ag practicing Roman 
Catholic all my life and a registered 
Democrat all my adult years, I pre- 
sent no real problem in classifica- 
tion. I am just what those two things 
say I am. If I should successfully 
merge the cross and the sickle, that 
would make me something of a pio- 
neer in that I would be the first 
White Communist in history, but I 
make no claims to being that good. 

All Im claiming is that I am 
the legally elected Democratic lead- 
er of Hollywood, the run-on-the-silk 
stocking district of California, and 
as such am more likely to chump 
Communists than to be chumped by 
them, since we are in power and 
they hardly get across the frontiers, 
let alone into office. 

You probably will get a lot of let- 
ters from the variously named celeb- 
rities protesting about Mons. Lyons’ 


book, and possibly another letter 
from M. Lyons himself. If you do, 
throw them all away. Just print 
this one and cail it a day. After all, 
Variety is dedicated to boxoffice 
grosses, not prefaces by us latter- 


day G. Barnum Shaws. 
Sempre, 
Frank Scully. 


The Boys Call This a Brawl 
- What gives promise of being the 
screwiest party of the year will blow 
its head off tomorrow (Thursday) 
afternoon. Invited to it (with en- 
graved announcements) is everyone 
mentioned in ‘Low Man on a Totem 


Pole,’ recent book by H. Allen 
Smith, N. Y. World-Telegram fea- 
ture writer. RSVP’s have been 


pouring in, with the only flat turn- 
down to date having come from 
Nicholas Murray Butler. 

Tossing what he promises will be 
a ‘literary tea to end all literary 
teas’ is Michael Mordkin, Jr., son of 
the ballet master and an industrial 
designer. He'll be assisted by Eddie 
Jaffe, press agent for Ann Corio, 
Margie Hart and myriad others of 
the undress brigade, who will also 
be on hand. Shindig will be held 
> Mordkin’s penthouse in Manhat- 
an. 

Smith himself will be there in a 
catcher’s mask, chest protector, steel 
helmet, shin guards and the other 
requisite accoutrements of a man 
who has said what he thinks In print 
and lives to face his victims. Among 
those mentioned in ‘Low Man’ who 
haven’t responded to the invitations 
are Herman Goering, A. C. Blumen- 
thal, Vivien Leigh and Greta Garbo; 
also J. P. Morgan. 

On the other hand, promising with 
alacrity to be on deck for soaking 


is | 


up Mordkin’s proffered combina- 
tion of scotgh and chorines at the 
‘literary’ afternoon are Dominic Set- 
| tiducaiti, bartender at the World- 
| Telly’s bistro hangout; Morris Gii- 
| bert, assistant to Raymond Gram 
| ©wing; Marty Kane, ‘wack’ editor of 
| United Press; Burton Rascoe, World- 
| Telly book reviewer; Carl D. Groat, 
editor of the Cincinnati Post: Leon- 
ard Gaynor, a press agent; Jim 
Moran, who ‘sells refrigerators to 
Eskimos’; Burton Heath, Pulitzer 
prize-winning reporter and is now 
columnist for McClure Syndicate, 
|}and the ‘Panama Hattie’ and Mar- 
'den’s Riviera chorus lines en mass. 


Elsa Maxwell Changes Mind 

Although a year ago Elsa Maxwell 
indicated she would never write a 
column, cafe society’s big party- 
giver has apparently relented. Press 
Alliance, a syndicate formed in New 
York two years ago, is selling Miss 
| Maxwell's chit-chat. Over 20 daily 
newspapers have already subscribed, 
including four Hearst newspapers. 

Miss Maxwell, who’s done some 
writing for the slickies on the Cafe 
Sassiety set, is working on a guar- 
antee against percentage arrange- 
ment, 





LITERATI OBITS 

Robert Bridges, 83, former editor 
of Scribner’s Magazine, died Sept. 2 
in Shippensburg, Pa. Bridges was 
assistant editor of Scribner’s from 
1887 to 1914, and its editor until his 
retirement in 1930, 

James J. McAndrews, Sr., 56, v.p. 
and business manager of the Buffalo 
Daily Law Journal, died in Buffalo 
Sept. 2. 

R. L. Lorraine, 62, former editor 
and publisher of weekly newspapers 
in northern Michigan, died Sept. 3 
in Mercy hospital, Monroe, Mich. He 
inherited from his father, C. L. Lor- 
raine, the ChareWoix Herald and the 
Bellaire weekly, later adding the Big 
Rapids Pioneer. His son, C. E. Lor- 
raine, is city editor of the Monroe 
Evening News. 

David G. Meyer, 68, circulation 
executive for more than 45 years of 
the Rochester Democrat and Chron- 
icle, died Sept. 5 in Rochester, N. Y. 

William Gardner Rice, 71, pioneer 
newspaper publisher in Michigan's 
Upper Peninsula, died Sept. 4 at his 
home in Houghton. He published 
the Houghton Daily Mining Gazette 
and the Calumet Evening New: 
Journal. A son, John, president of 
the Mining Gazette, and a daughter 
survive. 

Arthur Kizer Remmel, 55, since 
1923 managing editor of the Fort 
Wayne (Ind.) News Sentinel, shot 
himself fatally Sept. 4. He had re- 
signed June 1 because of ill health. 
His wife, a daughter and a brother 
survive, 

William Gardner Rice, 71, pub- 
lisher of two daily papers at Hough- 
ton, Mich., died Sept. 4. 

Irving E. Pinover, 63, former news- 
paperman, died Sept. 6 in Harris- 
burg, Pa. Pinover had been blind 
for over a year and had been ill for 
a long time. He started with the 
N. Y. World in 1894 and in 1899 be- 
came business representative of the 
Weber-Fields Music Hall, returning 
to newspaper work in 1900 as a re- 
porter on the N. Y. Evening Jour- 
nal, 

Bob Ray, 37, assistant sports editor 
of Los Angeles times, died of malig- 
nant disease on Sept. 8. 








CHATTER 

Holt McPherson, for 25 years con- 
nected with the High Point (N. C.) 
Enterprise, has been made managing 
editor of the Shelby (N. C.) Star. 

Harvey Boyle,: sports editor of 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, and William 
P. Pfarr, assistant city editor of Pitt 
Sun-Tele, are collaborating on a 
play. 

Charles Davis has resigned his re- 
portorial berth on the Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette to become an army fly- 
ing cadet at the Parks Air College 
in East St. Louis. 

Tom McKnight, who sold the 
Davidson (N. C.) Tri-City News to 
R. T. Giles four years ago, has 
bought the paper back. McKnight 
also publishes the Mooresville (N.C.) 
Tribune, 

Robert Aura Smith, of the New 
York Times editorial staff and one- 
time correspondent in Manila and 
the Far East, has written a new book. 
‘Your Foreign Policy,’ to be pub- 
lished soon, 

Appropriately enough, the literat! 
cocktail party in honor of Consuelo 
Hermer and Marjorie May's new 
book, ‘Havana Manana,’ (Random 
House; $2) will be held in the Ba- 
cardi Room of the 35th floor of th« 
Empire State Bldg. 
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3 Carnegie Tech Grads Get Breaks 
Via Strawhats: Other Rustic Notes 


{ 


| 


| Al Jolson’s 


JOLSON-‘HATS’ GOT 
$16,000 IN BOSTON 


Boston, Sept. 9. 
‘Hold On To Your | 


| Hats’ opened the local season last | 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 9. |{races. Last season the house lost | 


Strawhat season has been a boon | 
to three recent graduates of the Car- | 
negie Tech drama school, Bill Eythe, | 
Shirley Brown and Norma Shea, all | 
of whom are currently in New betes 
at the behest of managers who caught 
them this summer at Cohasset, Mass., 
and Bucks County. Eythe, who grad- | 
uated from Tech in June and played 
juvenile leads for South Shore Play- 
ers at Cohasset, was called best- 
looking young prospect to turn up in 
several years by the Boston review- 
ers and on strength of several recom- 
mendations was asked by Jane Cowl 
to read for a role in the new John 
Van Druten play she will do this fall. 

All three, Eythe, Miss Brown and 
Miss Shea, were together in the 
Charlie Gaynor revue, ‘Lend an Ear,’ 
at Cohasset, and in addition, Miss 
Brown had a lead in Lehman En- 
gels modern version of ‘A Beggar's 
Opera’ at Bucks County, where she 
did nobly by nearly all of the re- 
views. She also finished Tech only 
three months ago. Miss Shea is only 
one of trio with pro experience. 
Last season she did a vaude dance 
act with the Thompson Brothers, 
turn breaking up when one of the 
boys was caught in draft. 

Cohasset also gave Gaynor, who 
wrote sketches, lyrics and songs for 
‘Lend An Ear,’ a break. He’s been 
penning original revues for Pitts- 
burgh Playhouse for last three sea- 
sons, and ‘Ear’ was a combination of 
their best features. Lee Shubert 
caught it on barn circuit and wanted 
to install show immediately at Cop- 
ley theatre, Boston, for run. John 
Wildberg and Cheryl Crawford also 
wanted it for their Maplewood, N. J., 
theatre. Gaynor hadn't decided over 
weekend what he would do. Couple 
of years ago, he wrote music for 
‘Finger in the Pie,” with a book by 
John Monks, Jr., and Fred Finkle- 


hoffe, which Eddie Dowling optioned | 


for six months and later dropped. 





Cambridge Carries On 
Cambridge, Mass., Sept. 2. 

Lee Falk and John Huntington, | 
co-managers of the Cambridge sum- 
mer theatre in Brattle Hall have de- 
cided to carry on through Septem- 
ber. Nancy Carroll played in ‘Mr. 
and Mrs. North’ last week, followed 
by Adrienne Ames and Edward 
Massey in ‘Man Who Came to Din- 
ner,’ this week. 

Francis Lederer returns 
second date at this strawhat this 
season. Last month he broke the 
house record with a gross of around 
$3,000, playing ‘Pursuit of Happi- 
ness,’ and he returns for week of 
Sept. 15 to play ‘No Time for 
Comedy.’ 

Slated for the week of Sept. 
is a tryout of a new piece by George 


for his 


99 
aA 


Holland, columnist of the Boston 
American and former Broadway 
press agent and manager. On Hol- 
land’s script the title is ‘Whaddya | 
Hear from Mob?’—but it’s in the 
works to change it to ‘Don't Give | 
Me That’ before the preem. 
Red Barn Continues 
Westboro, Mass., Sept. 9. 
Red Barn Playhouse here plans 


to continue operating stock through 
September if the weather remains 
agreeable Cast for this week’s 
“You Can’t Take It With You’ is aug- 
mented by Ruth Attaway, the col- 
ored maid of the Broadway produc- 
tion; Guy Standing, Jr.. Betty Kelley, 
Clair Kennedy, John Dall, Vaughn 
Taylor, Myles McAleer, Albert Hall 
and George Haywood 

Town Hall Playhouse is in its last 
week with Tallulah 
*He1 
merton Players in 
concluding this week 
That Off.’ 


Fitchburg 
with ‘Laugh 


Invisible Backers 

J. M. Kelley, deputy tax collec- 
tor of the City of New York, was a 
50% backer of the Spa theatre, Sara- 
toga Springs, but never saw the 
strawhat nor did he visit the 
sort. David Cammerman, an audi- 
tor with offices in the show zone, 
was the other backer. He was at the 
Spa once, saw a part of one show, 
and that was all. 


However, the same setup will 
handle the theatre next summer. 
George L. (Lefty) Miller repre- 


sented Kelley and teamed with Ted 
Hammerstein in making the presen- 
tations. Season ended in the red 
about $1,200, one reason being the 
shortness of the season at Saratoga, 
Which is in high only during the 


Bankhead in} 
Carboard Lover,’ and the Pal-j 
are | 


re- | 


considerably more. 

With Kelley’s backing Miller pro- 
poses producing ‘Feet on the Ground,’ 
by H. H. Archibald, on Broadway. 
Play was originally done by the 
WPA Federal Theatre in Reading, 
Pa., and toured for 26 weeks through 
Pennsylvania. Brock Pemberton 


| had the rights but dropped ‘Feet’ 


because the author disagreed over 


| proposed changes. 





Stockbridge Casting Snags 


Stockbridge, Mass., Sept. 9. 

Vincent Lawrence’s ‘The Overtons,’ 
which the Berkshire Playhouse 
planned to try out for William Har- 
ris, was not staged by that Massa- 
chusetts strawhat because of delays 
encountered in casting. An August 
date for the premiere had been 
planned. 

Incidentally, the Berkshire Play- 
house did not close Aug. 30, as re- 
ported in last week’s Variety. The 
season was continued through Sept. 
6, Florence Reed being the guest in 
‘Ladies in Retirement’ during the 
final stanza. 





Paging Buster Keaton 


Westboro, Mass., Sept. 9. 

Buster Keaton missed the opening 
performance of “The Gorilla’ at the 
Town Hall Playhouse last week, with 
the result that the show was called 
off for the night and Manager Alan 
Gray Holmes began scouring the 
east for his missing guest-star. 
Finally, after much frantic phoning, 
Holmes located him at the Essex 
House, New York, and had him put 
aboard train for Westboro. 

Star was on hand Tuesday, but 
uled broadcast, going onto the stage 
that night for the first time. 





Management announced Keaton 
|was ‘grounded’ while flying from 


Toledo, O. 





Going Back in °42 
Spartanburg, S. C., Sept. 9. 
With initial strawhat try jet 
black at b.o., director Arthur Coe of 
Biue Ridge Players announces sum- 
mer stock repeat, with early 1942 
season reopener. 
‘Roadside,’ final offering drew 
packed houses. All other 1941 plays 
| were straight sellouts. 


‘Arsenic’ for Schenectady 

Schenectady, N. Y., Sept. 9. 
The Erie theatre here will this sea- 
son again be the only one in the 
| capital district booking road shows. 
First attraction, slotted for a one- 
nighter Sept. 19, is ‘Arsenic and Old 
Lace.’ 
Laura Hope Crews and Erich 
Stroheim, with Jack Whiting, Effie 

Shannon and Forrest Orr featured. 


‘MEET PEOPLE’ MEETS 
126 WORTH OF PEOPLE 


Detroit, Sept. 9. 

Opening here cold, ‘Meet the Peo- 
ple’ warmed up to a nice $12,000 for 
its first nine performances at the 
| Cass last week. Starting the regular 
| fall season here on Sept. 1, 
prices scaled at $2.75 nights 
tinees at $1.65, the revue 
an extra matinee on Friday 
| Ford Dealers convention, 


" + , ‘ “norrial 
ught out a special 


tucked in 
(5) when 


~ 
> | 
on 


performance. 

Although start was slow 
have started building with 
pectations of bigger gr 
month's run 


crowds 
the ex- 

| ssses and 

| 


Shows in Rehearsal 





| ‘High Kickers’—George Jessel. 
‘Let’s Face It’—Vinton Freedley. 
‘Viva O’Brien’—John J. Hickey, 

Chester Hale, Clark Robinson. 


‘Cuckoos on Hearth’ 
House’ )—Brock Pemberton. 


‘Theatre’—John Golden. 

‘Anne of England’—Gilbert Miller. 

‘Candle in the Wind’—Playwrights, 
Theatre Guild. 

‘Distant City’—John Tuerk. 

‘All Men Are Alike’—Lee Ephraim. 

‘Louisiana Purchase’ (road )—Bud- 
dy De Sylva. 

‘Arsenic and Oid Lace’ 
Lindsay and Crouse. 

‘Claudia’ John Golden. 


(road )— 





(road ) 


No, 2 company is headed by | 
Von | 


(Two-Story | Gang, ‘Candie in the Wind.’ 





| Sept. 15 for two weeks, 


week with a promising tempo, gar- | 
nering $16,000. ‘Mr. Big’ came in| 
from Hartford Monday (8) for a| 
pre-Broadway shape-up. ‘Hats’ } 


opened here to favorable press and | 


customer comment. 


From now on, it’s a steady stream | 
of bookings. Helen Hayes, in Max- 
well Anderson’s new play, ‘Candle | 
in the Wind,’ opens at the Colonial | 
‘Native 


| Son’ is slated for Sept. 22. Pencilled 








in for early dates are ‘Viva O’Brien,’ 
new musical with Russ Brown and 
Marie Nash; ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ 
with Laura Hope Crews and Erich 
von Stroheim; ‘Doctor’s Dilemma’ 
with Katharine Cornell; ‘Crazy 
House,’ the new Olsen-Johnson re- 
vue with Carmen Miranda; ‘Watch 
on Rhine’ (Paul Lukas-Mady Chris- 
tians); Noel Coward’s ‘Blithe Spirit’ 
and Maurice Evans-Judith Anderson 
in ‘Macbeth. Some talk of Ann 
Corio doing ‘White Cargo’ here, and 
another report is that ‘Lend An Ear,’ 
successfully tried out at Cohasset 
strawhat recently, will be staged on 
a low-budget basis by the Shuberts. 





‘Eileen’ Readies For 
Chi Exit, 29th Week 
Sockeroo $12,300 


Chicago, Sept. 9. 
After more than seven months in 
this town, ‘My Sister Eileen’ is 
readying to quit the burg and head 
for the open road. Will leave here 
Sept. 27 and goes on a tour which 





indicates it should last throughout 
the season. 
‘Eileen’ has had a bang-up stay 


; here and jumped back into the five- 


was not permitted to make a sched- | 





figure mark easily during the: past 
month after having had a little 
tougher time during June and July. 


With ‘Eileen’ decamping out of the 
Harris, its place will be taken im- 
mediately by “Theatre,’ which will 
open in the house on Sept. 28. Thus 
John Golden will have both the 
Selwyn and Harris under wraps, 
having ‘Claudia’ in the Selwyn start- 
ing Sept. 15. 

Opening of the season looks good, 
with the Grand due to get ‘Doctor’s 
Dilemma’ on Oct. 20, while the Er- 


| langer will open a day earlier with 


| ‘Louisiana Purchase.’ 


Erlanger is 
also slated for ‘Pal Joey’ later in the 


| season. 


| 
| 


| weekend helped, 


| engagement at the Biltmore, winding 


'reported strong owing to interest in 


with the | 
and ma- 


rained out | 


| written 


playing to capacity. 





‘Eileen’ came in handily in its 
29th week in the 1,200-seat house at 


Drop in B'way Biz; But ‘Ice’ Goes 


To $33,000, ‘Lady’ Reopens to 246 


There was a drop in Broadway at- , 
tendance last week, which the rec- 
ords reveal is an annual phenome- ; 
non marking the end of the vacation 
period. 

However, several splendid grosses 
were registered, with ‘It Happens on 
Ice’ still in the van, extra perform- 
ances accounting partly hefty boost. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD ‘(Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), ' 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ 
(35th week) (C-938; $3.30). 


Fulton | 
Back to 


Wookey’ Picks Up 
In Balto for $6,200; 
‘Merrier’ NSH 4G 





Baltimore, Sept. 9. 
Both legit houses here were 
opened last week, ‘The Wookey,’ at 
Ford’s and “The More the Merrier’ | 
at the indiebooked Maryland. Ex- | 


cessive heat nicked b.o. at both, with 
‘The Wookey’ building some toward | 
latter part of week via good critical 
reception and considerable word-of- 
mouth plugging. 

Current at Ford’s is another pre- 
Broadway tryout, Morris Sarnoff’s 
production of ‘Keep Covered.’ by| 
Michael Wallach and Pat C. Flick.| 
Fullsome calendar of coming shows | 
is indicating steadiest run of shows | 
here in moons. 

Estimates for Last Week | 


| 

‘The Wockey,’ Ford’s (1,900; $2.22). | 
English war play presented by) 
Edgar Selwyn, with Edmund Gwenn 
featured, attracted good notices and 
favorable comment from audience 
Kept picking up from opening night 
in spite of terrific heat and inched 
out $6,200. 

*The More the Merrier,’ Maryland 
(1,500; $2.22). New comedy by 
Frank Gabrielson and Irvin Pincus 
opened last Tuesday (2) with Frank 
Albertson heading cast. Farce needs | 
considerable work in spite of strong | 
cast of capable players. Struggled | 
in, with count indicated less than 
$4,000 for seven shows. 
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about $12,300, an excellent figure for 
the run and should hold to that pace | 
easily on the closing notices. 


L.A.; ‘ROAD’ 76 FINALE) 


| 
Los Angeles, Sept. 9. 

‘Fun For the Money,’ new musical 

revue at Hollywood Playhouse, cor- | 

ralled $7,000 on opening week follow- 

ing mixed press notices. Labor-Day | 

though musical is | 

said to be in for a few weeks in any 
event. 

‘Tobacco Road’ chalked up another 

$7,000 in second and final week of 


up with a special performance Sun- 
day night (7) Advance sales on 
‘Mamba’s Daughter,’ which follows 
into the Biltmore Wednesday (10), 


play among picture people. 

Duke Ellington revue, ‘Jump for 
vy,’ pulled approximately $6,800 on 
e ninth week, not profitable. 


( 
tn 


London Play N.G. | 


London, Sept. 9. | 

‘Room Five.’ which opened Sept. 3 

at the Garrick, is an amateurishly 

play, with extremely slim 
chances of lasting. 

Joe Loss band opened yesterday | 

(8) at the Stoll theatre, Kingsway, | 


| 





Romo Vincent, ‘Banjo Eyes.’ 
Lotte Lenya, John Wingraf, Mario 


Engagements | 


Dennie Moore, Shirley Poirier,| 
‘Ah, Wilderness.’ 

Wilton Graff, ‘Claudia.’ 

Tallulah Bankhead, Joseph Schild- | 
kraut, Lee J. Cobb, ‘Clash by Night.’ | 

Stuart Langley, Marty May, Gil| 
Stratton, Jr.. Maureen Cannon, Jack | 
Jordan, Victoria Schools, Kenneth 
Bowers, Jume Allyson, Nancy 
Waiker, Teeney Roberts, Betty Anne 
Nyman, Tommy Dix, Vincent York, 
Fleming Ward, Norma Lehn, ‘Best 
Foot Forward.’ 

Patricia Hitchcock, ‘Solitaire.’ 


iof J. J. Shubert’s 


‘FUN’ REVUE $7,000, 








Dallas, Sept. 9 
Fair Park Casino, after 12 weeks 
operettas, has 
closed its doors after a successful 
season for producer and the Texas 
State Fair. Good attendance at the 
last offering of a week, Oscar Straus’ | 
‘The Chocolate Soldier,’ brought the | 
total attendance up to 238,000. Fail 
officials believe this would have been 
one third greater had it not been for | 
threatening rains on numerous 


| nights which forced the shows to the 


indoor Coliseum. 


With figures not complete. the 
operas-under-the stars are said to 


have grossed around $150,000. Prices 
ranged from 25c to $1.25. 


Pemberton Show Starts 
White Lightly in Wash. 


Washington, Sept. 9 
Brock Pemberton’s first entry of 
season, Parker Fennelley’s ‘Cuckoo: 





on the Hearth’ (changed from Two- 
Story House’, took a lacing in its tr} 
out stanza (1-6) at National, manag- 
ing no more than e 


timated $5.000 


Mystery-comedy has been tempora 
|rily postponed in its Broadway bow | 
|'for more rehearsals and doctoring. {ff} 


Current (8-13) is Ed Wynn's hit 
revue of last season, ‘Boys and Girls 
Together,’ on road tour. 


Minnesota Amus. Adds 
Duluth Legit Theatre| 


Duluth, Sept. 9. | 
Garrick, 1.000-seater of the Minne- | 


|sota Amus. Co., will become a legit | 


house for chain in Duluth now that | 
the lease on the Lyceum has been 
relinquished and the former Or- | 
pheum has been rebuilt into the Nor- 
shor theatre. Remodeling now un- 
der way to provide adequate dress- | 
ing-room facilities. | 

Veloz and Yolanda open two-day | 
stay in October. Booked also is ‘Life | 
With Father,’ which has been set for | 
Minnesota Amus. Co. houses in dis- | 
trict. The Lunts will make first Du- 
luth appearance later in season in 
‘There Shall Be No Night.’ 


| 027: $1.65). 


|}mated $22,000: 


capacity; never was much under 
that pace through summer, and is 


candidate for another season; over 
$16,500. 
‘Brother Cain,’ Golden (D-789: 


$3.30). Presented by American Civic 
Theatre, Inc., written by Michael 
Kallesser and Richard Norcross; to 
open Friday (12). 

‘Clandia,’ Booth (30th week) ‘(CD- 
712; $3.30). Road company about 
ready, but original getting goodly 
trade and slated for another twe 
months or more; estimated well over 


| $11,500. 


‘Cuckoos en Hearth,” Morosco. 
Was slated to open this week, but 


put back in rehearsal. Formerly 
called ‘“Two-Story House’; Brock 
Pemberton producing. 

‘Hellzapoppin, Winter Garden 


(155th week) (R-1671; $5.30). Back 
to Sunday performances; Labor Day 
visitors attracted in droves, and with 
such support the gross was quoted 
around $24,000, best figure in months. 

‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (2d re- 
peat engagement) (8th week) (R-3,- 
Rink revue also greatly 
benefited by the holiday influx, and 
went to another new high for pres- 


ent engagement, $33,000, although at- 


traction played 10 performances. 


‘Lady in the Dark,” Alvin (‘re- 
sumed) (22d week) (M-1,357: $4.40). 


| Off to fine start upon relighting after 
| 10-week layoff; first night was ben- 


efit; in seven times musical standout 


| bettered $24,000, and steady boxoffice 


line indicates return to approximate 
capacity this week. 

‘Life with Father,’ Empire (95th 
week) (CD-991; $3.30). Those run 
attractions that dipped last week in- 
cluded this holdover standout: how- 
ever, gross approached $14,000, and 
that’s plenty. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (37th 
week) (CD-991; $3.30). Also felt the 
pinch last week, with takings under 
$10.500; at that figure this comedy 
still turns excellent profit. 

‘Pal Joey,” Shubert (resumed) 
(35th week) (M-1,372:; $3.30). After 
short layoff musical success relighted 
with scale lowered and fared fairly 


well, with gross quoted about 
$15,000; soon goes on tour. 
‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th St. (45th 


week) (M-1,347: $4.40). That Labor 
Day drop was present here, as with 
other stayers, and the gross approxi- 
new musicals are 
readying, but this one should stick 
wel] into new season. 

‘The Corn Is Green,” Royale (41st 
week) (D-1,047; $3.30). Moved here 
from National, where it spanned sea- 
son and summer; business was some- 
what off with others that felt the dip; 
$9.000; indefinite stay. 

‘The More the Merrier,’ Cort. Also 
originally carded to debut this week. 
but due for further rehearsing and 
now dated to open Monday (15). 

‘The Wookey,’ Plymouth (D-1.075; 
$3.30). Presented by Edgar Selwyn 
for Metro; written by Frederick Haz- 
litt Brennan; costly war drama comes 
in with promising tryout rep; opens 
tonight (Wednesday). 

‘Village Green,’ Henry Miller (1st 
week) (CD-940; $3.30). Drew divid- 
ed comment after midweek premiere, 
with business fair thereafter; better 
line on chances this week. 

‘Watch on the Rhine,” Martin Beck 
(23d week) (D-1,214; $3.30). Dropped 


| around $1,000, which was in line with 
| other results: rated one of the most 


and 


season; 


substantial dramas in 
should stay well into 
$15.500 quoted. 


years, 
new 
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Cc. M. LOWNE | 


C. M. Lowne, 78, vet legit actor, | 
died in a London nursing home July 
ag was one of the old-school 
drawing-room comedy actors. Com- 
menced his career with John L. 
Toole in Blackpool in 1884, going 
with him to Toole’s London theatre 
and staying until the manager's re- 
tirement through illness a decade 
later. During that period he also 
toured Australia in many comedies, 
then later appeared in many of the 
big dramas at Drury Lane and in 
other West End productions like ‘His 
House in Order,’ ‘Trelawney of the 
Wells,’ ‘The Silver King,’ etc. 

His last appearance was in ‘A Bill 
of Divorcement’ in 1929. During the 
last war, he was Administrator of 
the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art. 





MRS. KASPAR MONAHAN 
Mrs. Frederick J. (Kaspar) Mona- 
han, 37, wife of Pittsburgh Press 
drama critic, died suddenly of a 
heart attack in the West Penn hos- 


In Commemoration of My Beloved 
Friend and Theatrical Mentor 


PAUL ARMSTRONG 


Who Passed Away Aug. 30, 1915 


BEN J. PIAZZA 





pital, Pittsburgh, Aug. 25. She had 
been ill for only a few days and 
had been pronounced § sufficiently 
well enough by her physician to 
leave for home just a few hours be- 
fore her unexpected passing. 

A talented musician, Mrs Mona- 
han gave up aspirations to the con- 
cert stage when she married the 
critic, then a Denver newspaperman. 
The Monahans left Denver to make 
their home in Pittsburgh eight years 
ago. Besides her husband, she leaves 
two children, Kathleen, 8, and 
Tommy, 6. 

JANE LENNOX 

Jane Lennox, 72, retired legit 
actress, died Aug. 30 in Norristown, 
Pa. She was the daughter of Walter 
S. Lennox, also an actor. 

Miss Lennox made her theatrical 
debut with Felix Morris in ‘A Game 
of Cards,’ also making other appear- 
ances with him. She was seen in 
N. Y. in ‘Josephine, Empress of the 
French,’ and ‘Rupert of Hentzau’ 
with James K. Hackett. Miss Len- 
nox also appeared in vaudeville with 
Matthews and Bulger, besides ap- 
pearing as soloist with several or- 
chestras. 





JAMES T. WATTS 

James T. Watts, 59, for more than 
a quarter of a century drama editor 
of the Duluth Herald, died Aug. 29 
following a two-year illness. Worked 
on Philadelphia Inquirer, St. Paul 
Dispatch and other papers before 
joining Herald staff in 1912. He was 
well known among theatrical peo- 
ple and was contributor to number 
of trade publications, including 
Variety. Born in Mankato, Minn., 
and was graduated from the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota where he taught 
in English department before enter- 
ing newspaper field. 





ANTONIA MINER 





Mrs. Antonia Savage Sawyer 
Miner, 78, former concert singer and 
singer’s agent, died Sept. 4 in Brook- | 
lyn after a month’s illness, 

Mrs. Miner, a_ contralto who 
studied singing in Europe, appeared 
in concert in England, France and 
the U. S. In 1910 she became a man- 
ager for musicians and included 
among her clients the composer- 
pianist, Percy Grainger. 

Surviving is her second husband, 
her first having died in 1920. 





WILLIAM H. SLOAT 

William H. Sloat, 60, author of the 
radio play ‘Bill and Mary,’ and por- 
trayer of the character of ‘Bill,’ died 
Sept. 3 of a heart ailment in Tulsa, 
Okla. Sloat’s death ends the pro- 
gram, since Mrs. Leona Anderson, 
who played ‘Mary,’ declared she will 
not continue the sketch with another 
author and ‘Bill.’ 

Program was first introduced over 
WCBS, Springfield, Il, in 1930. 
Death of the author ends negotia- 
tions to put the show on a national 
network. 





NED MUNROE 
Ned Munroe, 73, former vaudeville 


ARIES 


operation Sept. 2. Since 1933 he had 
been living at the Actors Fund home, 
Englewood. 

Munroe was in vaudeville for 35 
years until his retirement in 1924. 
He was a member of such acts as 
Munroe and Mack and Munroe, 
Mack and Lawrence. Latter group 
was together for 18 years and played 
all the major circuits. 

Surviving is a sister, 





GEORGE F. OLENDORF 

George Forrest Olendorf, 68, for- 
mer treasurer of the Tootle Co., 
owner of a string of legit theatres 
in the west during the 90's, died at 
his home in Springfield, Mo. 

Olendorf, who was born in Roches- 
ter, N. Y., began his theatrical career 
as an usher in a St. Joseph, Mo., 
theatre. In 1914 he organized an 
outdoor advertising company whieh 
he headed until his death. 

Widow, son and daughter survive. 





IRA A. WADDELL 

Ira A. Waddell, 48, operator at the 
Cinderella theatre, Detroit, died in 
Detroit Sept. 5 of a heart attack. 

For many years he was chairman 
of the local film committee of the 
stagehands union. 

Leaves a widow, three children 
and brother, William, a Detroit pro- 
jectionist. 





HORACE MILLS 

Horace Mills, 76, British legit 
comedian, died in London Aug. 17. 

Mills made his first appearance at 
the Gaiety theatre, London, in 1890, 
and was part author of a musical 
burlesque, ‘Miss Esmeralda,’ pro- 
duced there in 1887. In later years 
he was principally associated with 
pantomimes. 





F. J. HEPPE 

F. J. Heppe, 76, composer 
piano manufacturer, died Saturday 
at his home in Philadelphia. 

Heppe composed sacred music and 
was the first president of the Phila- 
delphia Music League. For more 
than 50 years he was the head of 
the C. J. Heppe Co., makers of 
pianos. 

FRANK C, GATH 

Frank C. Gath, 52, former manager 
of the Attica theatre, Attica, N. Y., 
died Sept. 1 on his home in Roches- 
ter, N. Y. He had worked in several 
Rochester theatres, mast recently 
Schine’s Riviera. 

Leaves widow, daughter, and sis- 
ter. 





REMIGIUS B. WEISS 

Regimius B. Weiss, 89, who col- 
laborated with the late Harry Hou- 
dini to expose fake mediums, died 
in Philadelphia last Thursday 
He appeared with Houdini on stages 
in the east as well as collaborating 
with the magician in newspaper and 
magazine exposes. 





—_ 


CORRADO D’ERRICO 

Corrado d’Errico, 39, Italian film 
director who is known in this coun- 
try for his ‘Stella del Mare,’ which 
was shown in N, Y. at the Cinecitta 
last spring, died Sept. 3 in Rome. 

He was also a war correspondent 
during the Ethiopian campaign. 





JAMES A. CREELMAN 
James A. Creelman, 40, suicided 
early Tuesday (9) morning by jump- 


|ing from the roof of an apartment 


house where he had been residing 
on east 72nd street, New York. 

Further details in Pictures 
partment. 


de- 


EDWARD HAYDEN 
Edward Hayden, former business 
manager for film people in Holly- 
wood, died Sept. 1 in the Veterans 

hospital, Fort Whipple, Ariz. 





Russell Gardner, 20, who played 
the trombone in Bill Hannon’s Im- 
perial Club dance band, was killed 
Sept. 5 when his car crashed into a 
tree on the Waterford-Mechanicville, 
N. Y., Road. 





Bertha Boomer, 60, sister of Lu- 
cius Boomer, president of Hotel 
Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., died as re- 
sult of injuries in an auto accident 
Sept. 3 in Fort Myers, Fla, 





Sidney W. Campbell, 55, stagehand 
for 33 years and widely known in 
the film industry, died Sept. 4 in Los 
Angeles, 





Mother, 76, of Earle Ross, film 





actor, died in the Englewood hospi- 
tal, Englewood, N. J., following an 








character actor, died Sept. 3 in Chi- 
cago, 


and | 


(4). | 


MARRIAGES 


Edna Woolford Saunders to Fd- 
ward W. Cox, in New Orleans, Aug. 
19. Bride operates concert bureau 
in Houston. 

Barbara Phillips to Glenn Wilson, 
announcer at Cape Cod _ Station 
WOCB in Boston Sept. 8. Bride is 
eastern representative for Rob Wag- 
ner’s Script of Hollywood. 


Lucy Ellen Crofoot to William 
Kingstone Emery, in Berkeley, Cal., 
Aug. 31. Groom is head of guest re- 
lations at KGO-KPO, San Francisco. 

Lola Jean Brown to Mark Austad, 
in Salt Lake City, Aug. 28. He is 
announcer for KSL, Salt Lake City. 

Marilyn Norris to Donald Burrell 
Canham, Grand Rapids, Mich. Bride 
is daughter of Walter J. Norris, But- 
terfield theatre manager in Grand 
Rapids. 

Elena Wolfskill to William Thorn- 
ton, in Santa Barbara, Sept. 6, Bride 
was Queen of Los Angeles 160th an- 
niversary festival; he’s a stage actor. 


Mrs. Josephine Halpin, femme 
commentator at KMOX, to Thomas 
C. Hennings, Jr., Circuit Attorney of 
St. Louis, last week in St. Louis. 
| Vivienne Crafts to Harry J. Takiff 
‘Sept. 5 in N. Y. He is assistant to 
Jack Cohn, v.p. of Columbia Pictures. 

Jane Alworth to Bobby Parks, in 
Duluth, Sept. 2. He’s orch leader. 








BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Woody Herman, 
daughter, Sept. 3, in Hollywood. Fa- 
ther is the orchestra leader; mother 
is former Charlotte Neste, stage 
dancer, 


Mr. and Mrs. Larry Grenier, 
daughter, in Los Angeles, Aug. 31. 
Father has been a member of ‘The 
Drunkard,’ Los Angeles stage troupe, 
for nine years. 


Mr. and Mrs. Jack Chesleigh, 
daughter, Sept. 3, in New York, 
Father is guitarist-vocalist with Nick 
D’Amico’s orchestra. = 

Mr. and Mrs. Dick Whiting, 
daughter, Sept. 5, in Seattle. Father 
|is on sales staff of KIRO, Seattle. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Doerr, Jr., 
son, in Buffalo, Sept. 3. Father is 
commercial manager of WEBR, Buf- 
falo. 


Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Titterton, son, 
| Sept. 7, in New York. Father is 
script editor of NBC; mother is Ruth 
Jordan, a copy writer for the 
William Esty agency. 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter T. Higgins, 
daughter, in Jackson Heights, N. Y., 





| 
| 


Sept. 1. Father is with Hearst Ra- 
dio, Inc. . 
Mr. and Mrs. Laurence Stallings, 


daughter, Sept. 5, in Hollywood. 
Playwright-father is currently scen- 
arizing at 20th-Fox. 




















{| Anything American 
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| tive weeks, something of a record. It 


| returns to the air shortly after Lyon) 


and Miss Daniels go back to England 
| on Oct. 9. They arrived in the 
United States last week for a visit 
with their children, Barbara, 10, and 


for two years. 
Ever Since 1936 


American film pair went to Eng- 
land on one-picture deals in 1936 
and have been there since, except for 
two short visits to the homeland. Last 
was shortly before the war when, 
with the script unmistakeable, they 
brought their children back to the 
U.S. to reside with Miss Daniel’s 
mother in California. 

Curiously enough, the couple 
reached far greater popularity in 
Britain on screen, radio and stage 
than in their heyday in America in 
the late ’20s. They have made a 
number of films, both separately and 
together, and are now under pact to 
Gaumont-British. Just before they 
left they finished ‘Hi, Gang!’ with 
Vic Oliver, musical based on their 
air show. 


Before the war, Miss Daniels and 
Lyon did a two-year stint on a com- 
mercial for Rinso. With BBC’s nix 
on advertising, variety program was 
disced before an audience in the 
Scala theatre, London, each week, 
and aired via Radio Normandie, Radio 
Luxembourg and Radio Paris, which 
used to beam into England. Shortly 
after the start of the war the couple 
went into a musical, ‘Haw Haw,’ 
which had a seven-month London 
run, Recently they have been en- 
tertaining at lunch and _ tea-time 
shows in munitions factories, some 
days doing as many as five per- 
formances. 

Miss Daniels declared, incidentally, 
that there is a great opportunity for 
American players who want to do 
their bit to go to England and help 











Richard, 6, whom they hadn't seen} 


in giving these factory ‘concerts,’ as 
the British call them. 

‘Anything American is extremely 
popuiar in England,’ Miss Daniels 
explained, ‘and picture players hold 
an exceptionally soft place in the 
heart of the average British worker. 
I think it would be wonderful for 
some of them to donate their services 
for these concerts. Film technicians 
are also much needed.’ 


Reynolds a Popular Gent 


An American, Quentin Reynolds, 
is the most popular man in Britain, 
barring no one, Miss Daniels de- 
clared. Morale-building stuff turned 
out by Collier’s staffer for various 
London dailies and his occasional 
radio broadcasts make him an object 
of acclamation everywhere. Peak of 
Reynolds’ popularity was reached, 
Miss Daniels said, with two sarcastic 
broadcasts to Germany. First was 
addressed to Dr. Paul Goebbels, min- 
ister of propaganda, and _ titled 
‘Hello, Doctor.’ Second was to 
Hitler and labeled ‘ Mr. Schickel- 
gruber.’ 

Miss Daniels and Lyon’ went 
through all the London blitzing un- 
scathed without once having een 
in an air-raid shelter. Only conces- 
sion they made to the Luftwaffe was 
moving their mattresses to the ser- 
vants’ sitting room downstairs in 
their London home when it got ‘too 
noisy’ for third floor sleeping. House 
next to theirs was demolished by 
a bomb with the only occupant not 
killed a woman in the bathtub on 
the third floor. ° 


though,’ American player said, ‘she 
was so embarrassed at landing in 
the street completely nude.’ 

Miss Daniel and Lyon go to Dixon, 
Ill. next Monday (15) to attend 
Louella Parsons’ hospital dedication, 
returning for a ‘We the People’ shot 
on CBS Tuesday (16) and thence to 
the Coast with their children before 
boarding the clipper again. 

















Upton’s Talent 
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J 
sole duty is to provide amusement 
for the 3,000 selectees and act as 
guides to visitors. ‘Three Men on a 
Horse’ or perhaps another of the 
Abbott farces will go into produc- 
tion as soon as ‘Rat’ winds up, with 
about three weeks allowed for re- 
hearsal and preparation of the sets. 


Upton is unique in having such a 
bevy of talent and even more unique 
in being able to hold the unit to- 
gether—although there’s no  war- 
ranty on the latter score. It has 
been able to accumulate its enter- 
tainers—who include a first-rate 
swing band—because most of the 
recruits from New York go through 
the camp. Morale officer, Capt. 
A. H. Rankin, scans the selectees 
like a hawk and nabs for his staff 
those with talent to entertain. 


Apparently, why the Army has 
been lenient in allowing Rankin to 
hold the men is that Upton is only 
a reception center. Recruits stay 
here only for three days or so, so 
it’s not possible to organize them in 
any way to entertain themselves. 
And those first three days 
Army for most draftees is all-time 
low ebb for a soldier’s morale. 


Stone’s $1,500 to USO 


‘Rat’ was staged by Stone, who 
has done similar jobs for Abbott. 
Incidentally, he is continuing to do 
his weekly ‘Henry Aldrich’ broad- 
cast while in the Army, commuting 
back.and forth to New York from 
Upton (about 60 miles) the day of 
|the airing. His pay for the chore, 
$1,500, is donated each week to the 
| USO after agent’s fees and expenses 
|}come out. 

Working under the most severe 
| stage conditions (Broadway produc- 
| tion employed three turntables) on 
la tiny ,platform in aé_é converted 
garage that has been dubbed ‘The 
Opry House,’ Stone and the other 
players are turning in a whopping 
performance. 

The two gals needed for the cast 
are Gene Bonyun and Katherine 
Wiley, both of whom came directly 
from summer theatre jobs. Miss 
Wiley is wife of Corp. Feller. Other 
members in the cast of the play of 
Virginia Military Institute cadet 
life, admirably suited for camp pro- 
duction, are Ralph Nelson (‘Bing’ 
Edwards), who was juvenile with 
Lunt and Fontanne and in ‘There 
Shall Be No Night’; Alan Manson, 
who was in ‘Journey to Jerusalem’ 
on Broadway last and in radio on 
the ‘Aldrich Family,’ ‘Hilltop House’ 
and ‘Helen Hayes Theatre’ shows; 
Phillip Truex, son of Ernest, who 
left ‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ 
when he was drafted: Michael 
Wardell, ‘Pinkie’ Mitchel, Robert 
Muller, Jose Di Donato, Dick 
Bernie, Richard Browning and Ed- 
die O’Connor, 











‘She'd just as leave have died,; 


in the! 


'Marion Joyce 

















| Backs Burley 
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infantile fun would spell its present 


big dividends in more respectable 
surroundings. They’re laughing even 
harder at the stuff in the de luxe 
film theatres than they do in the 
burlesque houses, although the co- 
medians also are from burleycue, he 
points out. 


‘There always has been a mistaken 
notion that burlesque theatres are 
patronized chiefly by morons and 
dumbbells,’ says Hirsch. ‘While the 
average I.Q. of a typical burlesque 
audience might not push Einstein 
into the background, it’s a fact that 
our regular clientele always has in- 
cluded many substantial and success- 
ful business and professional men 
and even university and college pro- 
fessors. And I found that they were 
attracted principally not by the 
strippers and girls generally, but by 
the comedians, 

‘Take the principal Broadway re- 
vues. Their original comedy scenes 
and blackouts have been patterned 
along burlesque comedy lines. But it 
remained for Abbott and Costello to 
lift the time-tested burlesque busi- 
ness and gags in the entirety for 
the films and demonstrate that this 
stuff can bowl over the so-called 
higher class audiences. And now 
George White comes along with a 
show that relies mainly on burlesque 
comics and the self-same scenes that 
we've been doing for 15 years. What 
happens? The show proves socko. 
It’s just what the public wants. 

‘Of course, these troubled times 
undoubtedly have something to do 
with present comedy tastes. People 
now want to come to the theatre to 
laugh and they don’t want to have 
to think. The lower the comedy the 
further the escape from the tensions 
and worries.’ 

Among the reasons why burlesque 
has had some tough sledding in re- 
cent years is because the scenes and 
business that now are new to film 
fans and such wows have lost their 
punch and become stale through too 
much repetition in the burleycue 
houses,’ Hirsch thinks. ‘The co- 
medians can’t afford new material 
and they’re too lazy mentally to 


construct new scenes. themselves. 
Moreover, Broadway, night clubs and 
pix grab off the best burlesque com- 
edy talent as fast as it’s developed 
and, because of the competition for 
first-rate comics, burlesque has a 
hard problem in finding sufficiently 
good ones,’ Hirsch adds. . 


Bills Next Week 
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Union Grill 


George Webber Art Yagello 
Yacht Club rank Natals 
H Middleman Ore Mike Sandretto 
Pat Rooney, Sr Villa Madrid 
Bobby Pine 
Chaz Chase Etzi Covato Ore 
Ruth Foster Mark Tatfe 
Who Shee Alice Dawn 
Shirley Heller Leo & Rita 
Skv-Vue Phil D' Rey 
Teddy King Ore Manhattanettes 
Beachcomber Hi-Hat 


Pete Herman Ore 

Lucille Grey 

Frank Petty 
Hotel Bradford 
(Cireus Room) 


Harry Morrissey 
linda Bruce Dane 
Pepito & Lucia 
Caesar & Rosita 
Buster Keim Rev 


Blinstrub’s Florence Hallman 
Karl Rohde Ore Runkie & Lambert 
Boyd Heathen 
Paul Kirkland Hotel Essex 
Townsends Ernest Murray Ore 
Jack & Lorraine Billy Kelly 

at Jack Manning 

Casa Manana Veg Bem 
Hal Miller Orc Victor Donato 
Aulger Bros Adeisa Corev 
Louise Sherwood Rita Henderson 


Karl Gregg 


Jane Giddings Hotel Gardner 

Jean Carle Burt Shaw 

Don Muckel Evalyn Harvey 
Club Mayfair 


Hotel Sheraton 
(Sky Garden) 
Don Dudley Orc 


Hotel Statler 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Salvy Cavicchio Ore 


Hotel Ritz Carleton 
(Ritz Roof) 


Bennie Carter Ore 
Terry Shand Orc 
Frank Martis Ore 
Juanita Juarez 
Maxine Sullivan 
Ginger Harmon 
Eunice Healey 


Ranny Weeks Ore 
Bernie Bennett O 
George Libby Rev 
Rolly Rolls 
Jerry & Turk 
Barbara Belmore 
Doris Abbott 

Club Vanity Fair 
Kai Nira Ore 
Stella Ray 
Darrell Wilson 
Rita Mahoney 

Cocoanut Grove 
Mickey Alpert Ore 
Don Rico Ore 
Wally Wanger Rev 
Billy Paine 
Marianne Francis 


International Casino 
Henri Jobert Ore 


Amapola Lopez Ken Club 
Jack & J Lorraine Ernie Marr Ore 
Barry, Prince & Cl’k| Russ Howard 
Lee Dixon 
Renee & Root ah Sane 
Jay Juarez Ore 
(Melody Lounge) Harry Spear 
Marjorie Garretson j|Carios & Carita 
Herb Lewis Vonna 
Crawford House Jose & Lolita Vega 
Ray Collins Ore Leticia 
Sally Keith The Cave 


Maria Breen 
Dolores Gaylord 
Gene Baylos 
Crawfordettes 
Fox & Hounds 


Milton George Orc 


Ralph Porras Ore 
Jack Fisher 
Tamara Doriva 
Jerry & Lillian 
Colita & Corral 
Phil Barry 
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Broadway 


Al Rosen has one of his fingers in 

sling. 
. a Green around N.Y. for a 
few days from the Coast. 

Roy Chartier (Vanery) back on 
the job after 10 weeks’ illness. 

Mark Barron, drama reviewer and 
columnist for AP, back on job. 

Jim Tully arrived in town Mon- 
day (8) with script of his new book. 

& Ray Goetz flashing a trick 
pocketbook given him by Cole Por- 





ter. ‘ ; 
Jimmy Stroock bragging about his 
50th birthday, celebrated last Thurs- 


a maestro Ray Ventura stalled 
in Havana awaiting a U. S. entry 


"Benny Fields did_a Philip Morris 
audition with Ray Block’s band for 
Milton Biow. : 
Ed Rowley, southwestern circuit 
operator, back to Dallas where he 
headquarters. j 
The Barry Sullivans (Marie 
Brown), both legit players, expect 
an infant soon. , : 
Long Islanders taking out air- 


skedded to close following Labor 
Day, still going on because of ex- 
ceptional crowds. 

Tom Endicott will clese his Dude 
Ranch nite spot this month and with 
his wife will jeave for trailer trip to 
California and Mexico. 

Billy Conn and bride back in re- 
sort after Hollywood trek. Conn 
Stays at Ritz Carlton while bride is 
with family in nearby Ocean City 
because all is not forgiven by bride’s 
family. 

Mifaunwy Shunatona, who entered 
beauty contest here as ‘Miss Okla- 
homa,’ is daughter of vet vaude 
actor, Indian Joseph Shunatona. He 
now teaches singing and dramatics 


in Tulsa. 
Buenos Aires 


By Ray Josephs 





EFA finished Amada Ledesma’s 
‘Mama Gloria.’ 

Author Eduardo R. Beccar under- 
went operation. 

Arditi and Corry will distribute 
for Baires Films in Chile. 

Sono Film started Sabina Olmos 





plane insurance against injury, 
death or house damage, 
Louise Stanley, slightly injured in 
e plane crash, has resumed rehears- 
als of ‘The Distant City.’ 
Ned Depinet, Andy Smith and 


Cresson Smith on a swing through | 


the midwest on film deals. 

L. Wolfe Gilbert flew in from the 
Coast to attend first ASCAP board 
meeting since his election. _ 

Mel Shauer, Coast agent, in for a 
week on business and to visit his 
mother, Mrs. Emil E. Shauer. 

Eugene Levy, Newburgh operator, 
was in several days ago to see Par 
execs and to discuss film deals. 

William Bradley, Jr., will be stage 
manager of ‘Friend For a Nickel, 
which John Meehan is producing. 

Ned Brown, Coast literati agent, 
in town for a couple weeks of con- 
fabs with local agents and writers. 

Dario and Jun Vernon's La Mar- 
tinique preems for the season next 
Wednesday (17) with Joe Frisco. 

Bill Engel, here from Birming- 
ham, was laid up in the hospital for 
three days following arrival last 
week. 

Frank Scully calls 
Fanny Holzmann ‘Fanny Claus’ be- 
cause of her general hospitality on 
all occasions. 

Club Bali, Chi syndicate, now has 
the Gay White Way (nee Cotton 
Club) site for this fall. Policy un- 
determined as yet. 


Laid up for most of the summer || 


with a heart condition but now pro- 
nounced okay, Rodney Bush is back 
at his 20th-Fox desk. 


Bill O’Neill back on Broadway 
first time in six years, breaking 


jump from Australia by baritoning 
ith St. Louis opera. 

Resigning as ad director for Par's 
Detroit circuit (United Detroit), 
Ralph Stitt is in town discussing of- 
fers on other connections. 

Mrs. Charles W. Koerner arrived 
from the Coast Friday (5) to join 
her husband who was shifted to the 


top RKO circuit post three months 


ago. 

Ben Griefer, lately placed _ in 
charge of the Paramount, Newark, 
a Par-Adams Bros. partnership, is 


checking into the h.o. once or twice 
weekly. 

Annual Warner golf 
will be held tomorrow (Thurs.) at 
the Pineridge Country Club, Pur- 
chase, of which Major Albert War- 


tournament 


ner is a member. 
They are finally removing the 
£rime from exterior of the 44th St 


in anticipation of an opera season, 
ana Clifford Fischer’s occupancy of 
the Nora Bayes Roof. 

Charles W. Barrell, formerly di- 
rector of motion pictures at Western 
Electric, has returned to his old post 
following leave of absence to work 
on some industrial films. 

Second annual banquet-hall of 
Cinema Lodge of B'nai B'rith, to be 
held Oct. 18 at Hotel Astor, will be 
headed by Bob Weitman. managing 
cirector of the Paramount. 

Now that Elsa Maxwell is a col- 
umnist, starting Monday in the N.Y 
Journal-American, she’s in the 
Hearst family, and Winchell is sup- 
posed to lay off ‘ribbing’ her. 

Booth operators, on yearly con- 
tracts that run from Labor Day, are 
Siarting to take vacations immedi- 
ately. Under the new deal they get 
two weeks with pay instead of one. 

George Jessel’s exit crack now- 
&days is, ‘I’m gonna meet some more 
new partners in the morning.’ It’s a 
self-rib on the number of business 
&ssociates and investors he has in 


his new forthcoming new stage mu- | 


Sical, 





Atlantic City 


By Mildred Carter 


Mary Small topping vaude bill at 
Hamid’s Pier for weekend. 

Pi Wayburn and wife celebrated 
eir 25th wedding anniversary here 
Friday (5). 

George Tyson and wife, Ruth 
Miller, return to Pittsburgh this 
week now that pageant is over, 

G ddy Morgan’s orch back at Merry 

70 Round Room of Ritz-Carlton for 
“it and winter. Played Hamid’s 
Pier all summer. 

Steel Pier and 


Hamid’s Pier, 


attorney | 


on ‘Boina Blanca’ (‘White Beret’). 
| Oddest show of the season: 
| Greco in recita) of Japanese music. 

| Moreno Torrabas and Luisa Fer- 
|nanda will do ‘Fidela Campina’ at 
the Maravillas. ‘ 

Juan Jose Castro, Colon conductor, 
doing well in Chile, according to no- 
tices received here. 

Teatro Nacional readying ‘Katia 
La Bailerina’ ‘‘Kate, the Dancer’) 
with cast calls now out. 

Dinner to Adolfo Rossi in honor 
of appointment as director of news- 
ree! Noticiario Panamericano. 

Carlos Schlieper’s next for EFA 
will be Leon Mirlas’ ‘Papa Tiene 
Novia’ (‘Father-Has a Sweetheart’). 

Lumiton shuttered to install new 
US. equipment after finishing ‘Mi 
Amor Eres Tu’ (‘You Are My Love’). 

Sidney Horen, managing director 
of 20th-Fox in Argentina, planed 
back from first trip to States in 
years. 

Mecha Ortiz will do Jean Jacques 
Bernard's ‘El Hombre Que Yo 
| Quiera’ (‘The Man I Want’) in the 
Fenix at Flores. 

San Miguel opened ‘Los Afincaos’ 
(‘The Estate Owners’) following new 
|custom of out-of-town openings for 
; all Argentine-mades. 














| Chorine Shortage 


|ing in for production shows. Hotel 
is the Commodore, which for the 
first time is going in for a girl show 





Continued from page 1! 


being produced by Al White, Jr. 
'Idea here is to draft an ensemble 
composed of eight Powers and 


Conover models, plus Martha Bur- 
nette, Bill Gary and a_ ballroom 
team. Vaughn Monroe’s orch and 
a rhumba band wil! furnish the mu- 
sic. William Morris Office book- 
ing the entire showing opening now 
moved up to Oct. 2. 
Niteries 

The New Beachcomber, on the site 
of Monte Proser’s click spot 
last two is being 
a Chicag¢ Sept 
proauction 


1s 


years, 
syndicate 28 with a 
shew, including a _ six- 
girl ensemble. Layout will also in- 
| clude the Chandra-Kaly Dancers (3) 
and Machito’s band. 
The New La Conga, 
Wanger as producer, Ik 
on a production. This spot 
Sept. 23, under Jack Harris’ man- 
agement. On the same date, the 
| Cocoanut Grove of the Park Central 


with Wally 
likewise 
opens 


< 


hotel is also changing its show, as 
| Jack Waldron exits after a long 
run. P. C. uses a flock of girls. 


Boots McKenna is producing here. 


Sept. 30 marks the reopening of 
Monte Proser’s Copacabana in N. 
Y.. which takes another six beauts 


Jolly | 





| 


| 


of the | 

| 
opened by | 
| ing 


| Starts 


London 


Peter Ustinov, just turned 19, 
Waiting to be called by the army. 


R. H. Gillespie is so used to his | 


arthritis he sez he misses it when 
he feels better. 
: Vesta Victoria leading retired life 
in her houseboat at Hampton Court, 
on the Thames. 


Monte Rey, featured vocalist in 
Joe Loss’ band, is launching out as 
single in vaudeville. 

The George Arlisses staying at 
Red Lion hotel, High Wycombe, to | 
avoid the London raids. 

Bert Errol donning his grease 


paint, after a couple of years in re- 
tirement, to entertain the troops. 


Linden Travers signatured for 


femme lead opposite George Formby, | 


comedy, produced for Columbia re- 
lease. 


Frances Day recording Cole Por- | 
ter’s ‘In the Morning, No,’ for Decca, | 
giving the proceeds to her fund for | 


the troops. 

_ Macgregor Scott, now in the po- 
lice force, suffered broken arm after 
having tackled 11 Colonial soldiers 
out on a binge. 


Barbara Mullen snooping around | 


into actress- 
End. 


for new play to go 
managership in West 
found a backer. 

W. Foster Horsfield 
repertory theatre at 


running 
Anne’s, 


is 


St. 


Blackpool suburb, with Averil Haley, | 


his wife, in the lead. 
Sam Smith taking looksee at ‘Lady 


Behave,’ the Hylton-Mollison-Lupino | 


hit musical at His Maiesty’s theatre, 


with view to buying the film rights. | 


Joe Loss created all-time record 
for Lido theatre, Bolton, 
July 28; 24 cops were stationed at 
house nightly to control the crowds. 

Jack Hylton thinking of starting 
series of midday matinees with his 
musical ‘Lady Behave,’ at His 
Majesty’s theatre, when days get 
shorter in the winter. 

Bebe Daniels and Ben Lyon threw 
party, prior to their short trip to 


Hollywood, at thetr country home, | 


Princes Risborough, with everybody 
who’s anybody in attendance. 

Despite Coventr~ being one of the 
most blitzed towns in England, 
George Formby played week at the 
Hippodrome there recently to $8,030, 
all-time record for the house. 

Arthur Lewis, formerly with the 
Victor Sheridan theatres, appointed 
general manager of Hippodrome, 
Brighton, considered one of the 
plums of General Theatres’ circuit. 

After two years in retirement, 
Alfredo is returning to vaudeville 
with new band, which he is calling 
the Russian Gypsy band. It will 
comprise a good portion of femme 
talent. 

The British Ballet having short 
season at Lyric theatre as stopgap 
to H. M. Tennent’s ‘The Nutmeg 
Tree,’ which is being held up due 
to throat ailment of Yvonne Arnaud, 
who plays the lead. 

Alfred Denville, Member of Par- 
liament and vet actor-author, who 
is operating the Coliseum, Harrow, 
as repertory theatre, has decided to 
stage big musicals there in future. 
with revival of ‘Land of 
Smiles,’ starring Richard Tauber. 

Rosalinde Fuller quitting lead in 
‘Chu Chin Chow’ revival at the Pal- 
ace to take up lead in ‘Desire Under 
“Iims,’ which Barry O’Brien is tour- 
in the sticks. Latter has her 
under priority contract and refuses 


to release her. Julia Suedo re- 
placing. 
Two-Cities Films’ ‘Story Unpub- 


lished,’ which goes into production 
for Columbia Pictures immediately, 
starring Richard Greene and Valerie 
Hobson, is part of deal of five pic- 


| tures to be made by Two-Cities for 


| Mollison-Lupino musical 


(Samba Sirens) out of circulation, | 
though some of these double from 
musicals. Rest of Proser’s opening 
show lineup at the Copa _ will be 
Aurora Miranda (Carmen’s sister), 
|making her first U. S. nitery ap- 
pearance, Fernando Alvarez, Estrel- 
| lita, Don Loper and Maxine Barrett, 


Charles Baum at the piano in front 


lof the former Nat Brandwynne'’s 
|band, and Frank Marti’s_ orch. 
Brandwynne goes to the Coast to| 
front another crew at Cliro’s in| 


Hollywood. 

Another spot entering the produc- 
tion show business for the first time 
is the Versailles, N. Y., where Mar- 
jorie Fielding has been engaged as 
stager for the new show opening 
soon. Class eatery has 
stuck to intime 
sisting of only two or three acts at 
the most, one of them usually 
headliner. Kitty Carlisle, opening 
tomorrow (Thurs.), is a continuation 
of that policy before the floor show 
comes in. 

All in all the coming fall and 
winter looks like the top boom time 
for chorines and showgirls since the 
days when 
George White were bidding against 
one another for lookers. 





} 


Ziegfeld, Earl Carroll and | 


heretofore | 
entertainment con- | 


a | 





Col, Max Thorpe, now in charge of 
Col. locally, engineered deal. 
‘Garrison Theatre,’ to be filmed by 


Charles M. Woolf in conjunction 
with Jack Hylton, who owns the 
stage rights, starts unspooling end 


of September, with Jack Warner in 
his original role. Pat Kirkwood will 
play femme lead, if she can double 
from ‘Lady Behave,’ the Hylton- 
John Cor- 


field, former head of British Na- 
tional Films, will direct. 
By Douglas L. Grahame 
Luz Maria Nunez back from a sea 
son of singing at Havana niteries 


Cary Grant here enjoying himself 
with fiestas and visits to pic stu- 
dios. 

Robert Casadesus, French pianist, 
giving recitals at the Palace of Fine 
Arts. 

Walter Disney arrive 


skedded to 


here Oct. 6, according to the tourist | 


department. 

Rene Cardona, pop pic 
New York in connection 
vancement of the Latin 
theatre movement. 

Juan Jose Segura, the painter, and 
Cosme Hinojosa, Jr., son of a for- 
mer mayor of this city, producing 
a series of film shorts for release in 
the late fall. 

Anna Sokoloff readying to direct 
her second season of the ‘Paloma 
Azul’ (Blue Dove’) ballet at the 
Palace of Fine Arts (National The- 
atre- in October. 

Maria Teresa. Montoya, junior dra- 
matic actress, received another sub- 
sidy from the municipal government, 
this time of $3.000 (Mex., $750 U. S.). 


star, to 
with ad- 
American 


Has | 


week of | 


for her season at the Teatro Fabre- 
gas here. 

Dramatists threw a party here to 
celebrate the government's nixing of 
the reciprocal royalty pact with 
Spain. Nixing permits free use in 
Mexico of all Spanish dramatic 
| works. Dramatists union has 
| such works available. 

Antonio Mediz Bolio, poet-com- 
poser who scripted ‘La Noche de los 
Mayas’ (‘Night of the Mayas’), 
smash pie about the old Mayas whose 
empire was in the present state of 





Yucatan, with good chance of win- 
ning. 

Radio station XEQ (50,000 watts) 
headed a web of the most powerful 
local stations in broadcasting music 
land reportage of the Black and 
| White Ball, annual social high spot 
|of the Mexico City Country Club. 
| Alonso Sordo Noriega and Rafael 
| Rubio announced. 
| omen 





Paris 


| hance 

| Comedie Francaise shuttered Aug. 
| 1-Sept. 1. 

Newspaper Le Jour suspended sev- 
| eral days. 


| and legit biz. 

Actor Lucien Barroux back 
Paris from Nice. 
| Paris plans to celebrate Massenet’s 
|} centenary next year. 


in 


| be staged in Paris this fall. 
| Like Berlin, Paris is going to have 
| an exposition on the Jews. 
| Jean Silvain just finished 
based on life of Father Damien. 
Aged screen and stage actor, Paul 
Escoffier, died recently in Paris. _ 
Formation of National Federation 
of French Musicians announced. 


play 


Louis Barrault off to Vichy for cure. 
Bernard Shaw’s ‘Candida’ to be 
given at Champs Elysees next season, 


queline Porel slated for early wed- 
ding. 

Sarah Bernhardt theatre, now 
managed by Charles Dullin, to open 
Nov. 1. 

Marcel Carlo succeeding Rene 
| Rocher as director at the Vieux Co- 
| lombier. 

Pierre Duvivier finished docu- 
mentary, ‘Monasteries and Abbies of 
Provence.’ 





| Buenos Aires shock to 


cinema circles. 


came as 


name of famed old Montmartre hot- 
spot of yore, has unshuttered. 

German pict director Walter Rutt- 
mann, it’s reported here, died from 
operation ‘somewhere in Europe.’ 

Gaby Morlay, who started on road 
after Armistice, still going strong in 
| Denys Amiel’s ‘La Maison Monestier.’ 

Marcel Achard’s latest play 
‘L’Ange du Panama’ (‘Panama 
Angel’) to be preemed at Mathurins 
in October. 

‘La Celestine,’ Spanish play of the 
17th century adapted by 
| Anouilh, to be given at the Atelier 
this month. 

New director of Palais Royale is 
Marcel Poggi. First play he will put 





on is Jean Guitton’s ‘Un Bebe au 
Pensionnat.’ 
French singers who are stil] in} 


German prison camp include Nore, 


Froumenty, Louis Arnoult, Seguy 
and Barbero. 
| Jean Giono, whose ‘Baker’s Wife’ 


do own pic, with laborers and 

sants to do the acting. 
‘Remorques’ (‘Tugboat’), with Jean 

| Gabin 


pea- 


at the Marivaux, Paris. 
| Henry Garat, beginning to win 
back some of his old popularity, to 
do pic with Mireille Balin, ‘Fou 
d’Amour,’ by Albert Willemetz. 
According to official statistics, 
| French film production between Jan 
1, and Sept. Ist of this year is 33% 
lower than average production. 
Author Colette collaborating with 
Raymond Souplex in new revue for 
|} the Theatre Michel, which will stat 


Charpini, Andreyor and Parysis. 

New decree fixes Sept. 15 as final 
date on which Jews must quit al 
| professions such as medicine, law 
| pharmacy, dentistry, cinema and 
| theatre. 

ABC’s next (at this writing) and 
very ambitious program includes 
Tino Rossi, Rina Ketty, Reda Caire 
|and Lys Gauty. It’s to be a song- 


| sters’ ‘battle.’ 

Proving popular in Paris is anti- 
swing song yodelled by Georgius. 
| It's ‘Guerissez vous de Doudou-da- 
| dou-dadou.’ (‘Cure Yourself of Dou- 
| Gou-Dadou-Dadouw’ ). 

Henri Varna’s Mogador still going 
pore, for operettas. Presently fea- 


turing ‘Les Saltimbanques,’ to be fol- 
lowed by ‘La Fille de Madame An- 
got’ and ‘Merry Widow.’ 

Henri Jeanson, condemned to 
prison for seditious writing by Dala- 
dier, has just come back into circula- 
tion with new play to be preemed at 
the Ambassadeurs with Alice Cocea 
and Andre Luguet. 

Five picts being turned in Paris 
studios are ‘Cheque au Porteur’ 
(Jean Boyer), ‘Nous tes Gosses’ 
(Louis Daquin), ‘L’Age d’Or’ (Jean 
de Limur), ‘Caprices’ (Leo Jeannon) 
and ‘Ne Bougez Plus’. (Pierre Car- 
ron). 





1,800 


Yucatan, is running for governor of | 


Marcel Achard in Paris for screen 


Marcel Pa~nol’s ‘Topaze’ again to } 


Thesps Madeline Renaud and Jean | 


Thesps Francois Perier and Jac- |} 


News of Annie Vernay’s death in | 


New hotspot, La Pie Qui Chante, | 


Jean | 


is still drawing ’em in the States, to | 


and Michele Morgan, started | 
| before the war, finally to be released | 


Harry Sylvester scribbling fiction 
} 
| 


| Guardsmen,’ 
| County Playhouse. 


Hollywood 





Syd Saylor, film comic, divorced, 
| Howard Strickling vacationing at 
| Balboa. 

Harry Rapf .ooked his first marlin 
swordfish. 

Bill Henry changed his film name 
to Scott Jordan. 

Susan Hayward out of the hospital 
| after bronchitis. 

Maureen O'Hara in Reno hospital 
| with appendicitis. 

| RKO Studio Club throws 
nual frolic Sept. 14. 

| D. Ross Lederman celebrating his 
24th year in pictures. 


Deanna Durbin back to work after 
a 10-day layoff with flu. 


its afi- 


| Leo Spitz here to look over 
| ‘Hellzapoppin’ (the film). 
James T. Buckley, Phileco Corp, 


| chief, gandering the studios. 
| Curly Fletcher, western 
|laid up with a heart attack. 
' Veronica Lake and her first-born 
child home from the hospital. 
George Raft east on his annual 
| pilerimage to the world series. 
David Butler has ordered a box 
for world series at Yankee Stadium. 
Guido Orlando home from the 
hospital after a siege of pneumonia, 
Bebe Daniels and Ben Lyon re- 
turned after a long stay in England. 
William Holden checked out of 
the hosvital after an appendectomy. 
Dorothy Comingore returned to 
| her film job after an eastern stage 
| tour. 
| Robert Nelson, Metro contract ac- 
|tor, has a new screen name, Barry 
Nelson. 
| Bud Abbott bought his second San 
| Fernando estate and is renting out 
| the first. 
| Roberto Fontaina gandering pic- 
| ture studios for the Uruguayan gov- 
; ernment. 
| Iris Meredith, screen player, di- 
| vorced John E. Otterson, Jr., film 


actor, 


} 

; art director. 

| Arthur Landau abandoned his 
| agency to become aide to Joseph 


| Breen at RKO. 

Marlene Dietrich home from -the 
| hospital to nurse her injured gam for 
| three more weeks. 

Barrett C. Kiesling returned from 
j;a tour of 35 key cities surveying 
|} newspaper contacts for Metro. 
| Sergeant Alvin York guest of 
|honor at testimonial dinner to be 
| tossed by the Masquers Sept. 17. 

Eddie Peabody in from Broadway 
to teach Mickey Rooney how to play 
a banjo in ‘Babes on Broadway.’ 

Doran Cox, assistant director at 
| RKO for 16 years, celebrated his 29th 
| anniversary in the film business. 

; Leon Schlesinger back to work in 
; his reopened cartoon factory after a 
| two-week vacation for all employees. 


| Judith Anderson voes back to 
| Broadway next week for a stage 
|role in ‘Macbeth’ with Maurice 
Evens. 


| George (Gabby) Haves, western 


actor, celebrated his 40th year in 
show business and his 118th sage- 
brusher. 


Rosina Galli, in town on vacation 
from New York, picked up a singing 
|role at Republic in ‘Gaucho of El 
| Dorado.’ 
| John Aalberg, RKO sound chief, 
| returned from a tour of Atlante sea- 
| board military bases as a major in 
the army. 

Harold Brewster, Universal comp- 
| troller, is arranging the annual Stu- 
dio Club picnic for Sept. 14 at Lake 
Enchanto. 

Charles Buddy Rogers piloted his 
own plane to Utah to shoot films of 
| American bird life in the Kaibab Na- 
tional Forest. 

Mitchell Hamilburg appointed ex- 


clusive representative of film and 
radio rights for the estate of Gene 
Stratton Porter, 


Edward 
manager, 


Sherman, Abbott-Costello 
opened a booking office in 


Beverly Hills while his associates 
carry on in New York. 

Orson Welles goes to work this 
| week as a magician, in addition to 
his dramatic readings, at the Cali- 
fornia State Fair in Sacramento, 


| Bucks County, Pa. 


Sam Spewack due in from London, 
via bomber ferry, tomorrow (Sept. 
oe 

Paul Whiteman to the Coast. Mrs. 


Whiteman following by motor next 
week. 

Maple Leaf benefit with local tal- 
ent slated for Playhouse Sunday, 
Sept. 28. 


tome for Duell, Sloane & Pearce 


| spring list. 


Romney Brent 
final 


‘The 
Bucks 


in to stage 
bill at 

Mady Christians in Sunday to 
catch dress rehearsal of ‘The Play’s 
the Thing’ at New Hope. Jack 

| Kirkland planed in from Coast to 
| see his wife, Haila Stoddard, in same 
opus. 

‘Best Years,’ with Jane Bennetts, 
is current bill for Nat Burns’ Yard- 
ley theatre. She’s commuting from 
iow Hope, where her husband, 
| Johnny Hix, is chief technician. ‘The 
| Little Foxes’ with Katharine War- 
ren booked next week (Sept. 15) for 
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